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By Mark  Pavilons
Editor

Concerns over “infighting” has prompted Ontario’s Ed-
ucation Minister to take action against the York Catholic 
District School Board (YCDSB).

Minister Paul Calandra is taking action in response to 
serious concerns that “risk disrupting learning and un-
dermining student outcomes.”

These actions, he said, will help the province restore 
sound financial management at these boards and ensure 
that every dollar invested is preparing students with prac-
tical skills for good-paying, stable careers.

“I’m taking immediate action to put an end to misman-
agement and disruption at two school boards (York, Peel 
District) that are directly and negatively impacting both 
students and teachers,” said Calandra. 

“I am also putting the YCDSB on notice that the infight-

ing, disruption and serious financial concerns that have 
undermined student success for years need to end imme-
diately, with every penny of  public funding directed to 
support students in the classroom.”

The YCDSB has also been informed that the Minister 
intends to take action to place the board under super-
vision if  it fails to appropriately respond to the press-
ing governance and financial concerns in the next 14 
days. The board’s years of  “inadequate financial man-
agement have depleted its reserves, putting its ability 
to serve students and the broader community at serious 
risk.”

High-risk financial assumptions in the board’s finan-
cial recovery plan, along with an alarming revolving door 
in leadership and ongoing governance issues, have raised 
doubts about the YCDSB’s ability to balance its budget 
and put students first.

See ‘Boards’ on Page 3

Province steps in to ensure board’s accountability

Outdoor rink at Cold Creek now open
Cold Creek Conservation Area’s outdoor rink under the pavilion is now open to the public. Bring your own skates and skate at your 
own risk. For everyone’s safety, the maximum capacity is 25 people at any one time. Enjoy your skate!
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In a joint statement released by 
Board Chair Maria Iafrate and Jenni-
fer Sarna, Interim Director of  Educa-
tion, they said the Board of  Trustees 
and the Senior Team are working to-
gether to create a plan that best serves 
our students, staff  and families. As 
part of  the process, there will be board 
meetings in the coming weeks to dis-
cuss this plan.

They encourage the public to attend 
in person at 320 Bloomington Road 
West, Aurora, or watch it live on the 
YCDSB’s YouTube channel. 

“Please rest assured that the YCDSB’s 
day-to-day operations will continue as 
usual. We will provide you with more 
information as it becomes available.”

The Minister’s action against the 
Peel District School Board (PDSB) is 
more direct.

“The action I am taking at the PDSB 
will put an immediate halt to a disrup-
tive mid-year upheaval in staffing that 
would have created uncertainty for par-
ents, students and teachers alike.”

The Minister is immediately placing 
PDSB under provincial supervision 

and has halted the board’s imminent 
layoff  plan, which would have seen 60 
classroom teachers lose their jobs and 
caused significant learning disruption 
for nearly 1,400 students in the middle 
of  the school year. The board has also 
run a deficit for five consecutive years, 
affecting its long-term financial sus-
tainability. The board has been given 
14 days to respond to the Minister’s 
concerns, after which the Minister will 
determine whether to continue with su-
pervision.

Peel Board Chair Dr. David Green 
said his board is fiscally responsible 
and they’re backed by a great senior 
team.

“There’s no mismanagement,” he 
stressed, noting the board actually has 
a healthy reserve fund. However, the 
Ministry has told them they cannot ac-
cess the reserve to offset the shortfall or 
deficit.

Green said they often went into the 
reserves to help bolster board finances 
and he’s never seen a stance like this 
from the Province ever in his more 
than two decades serving on the board.

The decline in enrolment, he said, 
did leave the board short some $12 mil-

lion.
The board and staff  have met sever-

al times and are committed to balanc-
ing the budget and looking for savings 
and efficiencies. They did suggest that 
some board staff  return to the schools 
as LTOs, to avoid layoffs. The union 
reached out on behalf  of  members, not-
ing this wasn’t a solution.

Trustees and staff  were set to discuss 
the matter further at last week’s board 
meeting, but the Minister’s letter put 
that on hold, preventing any decisions 
from being made.

The Minister cited “public inter-
est” as a reason for the move, but Green 
said trustees are elected to be the voice 
for parents and students, and the Minis-
try has effectively taken that away from 
them.

Green said they want to work with 
the Minister and remain proactive, in-
novative and student-focussed.

The union representing teachers 
condemned the actions. ETFO con-
demns government takeovers of  Ontar-
io school boards.

“ETFO is once again raising urgent 
concerns about the Ford government’s 
escalating and unjustified takeovers of  
democratically elected school boards 
across Ontario. These interventions 
represent egregious government over-
reach, a troubling centralization of  
power, and a direct threat to local de-
mocracy in Ontario’s public education 
system.

“There is growing concern that these 
takeovers are part of  a broader plan to 
seize control of  school board financ-
es and real estate across the province. 
This treats public education as a prof-
it-making enterprise rather than a vi-

tal public service meant to serve every 
child. Parents and communities must 
join us and act now to prevent lasting 
damage to our high-quality public edu-
cation system.

“Elected trustees are a critical link 
between communities and publicly 
funded schools. They provide local ac-
countability, represent and elevate di-
verse perspectives, and make decisions 
that reflect the needs of  the students 
and families they serve. Replacing 
them with supervisors, government 
insiders with little to no education 
sector experience, strips communities 
of  their democratic voice and hands 
control over to a government that has 
repeatedly shown disregard for public 
education.

Six other school boards are under 
provincial supervision to address con-
cerns related to growing deficits, de-
pleting reserves and poor management 
decisions. These actions reflect the 
government’s continued focus on up-
holding public trust in Ontario’s pub-
licly funded education system and are a 
part of  the government’s plan to build a 
strong, accountable and well-supported 
public education system with a back-to-
basics approach that is focused on im-
proving student outcomes.

When a school board is placed under 
supervision, the Minister of  Education 
may appoint an individual, commonly 
referred to as a supervisor, to exercise 
powers and duties of  the board. Super-
visors have leadership and expertise in 
governance, finance and/or public ac-
countability matters. They report reg-
ularly to the ministry while working 
to improve stability and efficiency in 
school boards under supervision.

Boards working on plans to satisfy ministry directives

Every day, your tax dollars are help-
ing to make life better in King. From 
library services, fire protection, snow 
removal and road maintenance, recre-
ation and curbside waste collection – 
you have a direct impact on improving 
the quality of  program and service de-
livery for the community.

Heading into the 2026 property tax 
billing cycle, King Township remains 
committed to continued transparency 
and accountability, delivering quality 
services with a fiscally responsible ap-
proach.

King Township collects property 
taxes on behalf  of  York Region and the 
School Boards, with the split between 
the three levels of  government consist-
ing of  – 40 per cent to King Township; 
43 per cent to York Region, and 17 per 
cent to school boards.

Property tax bills are mailed twice 
a year, once in January (interim) and 
once in June (final). Each tax notice has 
two installment dates on it.

Interim property tax bill: Residents 
signed up for eBilling received an elec-
tronic copy of  their tax notices on Fri-
day, Jan. 16. Paper copies have been 
mailed to households. If  you have an 
inquiry or did not receive your bill, call 

ServiceKING at 905-833-5321 or email 
serviceking@king.ca.

The installments for the interim tax 
bill are due on Tuesday, Feb. 17 (first 
installment) and Tuesday, April 21 (sec-
ond installment).

Avoid missing a payment by signing 
up for eBilling and automatic with-
drawals through King Township’s 
Pre-Authorized Debit Program (PAD).

You can also pay online with your 
financial institution. By credit card at 
king.ca/OnlineServices (2.5 per cent 
service fee applies). Cheques sent via 
mail to the Township of  King (must be 
stamped and mailed prior to due date 
and received on time). You can also 
pay in-person at the King Township 
Municipal Centre (cheques or cash 
only).

King Township operates within a 
service-based budget. This allows res-
idents and business owners to see ex-
actly how funds are allocated to specific 
services that directly impact their dai-
ly lives, making it easier to understand 
the value they receive for their tax dol-
lars. Learn more and view the 2026 Bud-
get Book at king.ca/budget.

For more information, visit king.ca/
PropertyTaxes.

Property tax billing for 2026



My son recently asked me why politi-
cians aren’t punished for lying.

That should be against the law, he ar-
gued.

I puzzled and puzzled until my puz-
zler was sore.

“Well, you see, er, well, there are dif-
ferent kinds of  lying ... Um, white lies, 
bold-faced lies, bendies, stretchies ...” I 
uttered.

With public fl oggings no longer in 
vogue, and medieval stocks or pillories 
quite scarce, I was perplexed and had no 
valid solution to offer. I do so love public 
humiliation and would support a refer-
endum on bringing them back to a town 
square near you!

But lying in public – actually saying 
something that is totally wrong – should 
be discouraged, right? And lying in our 
upper chambers should come with some 
form of  punishment, even a couple of  
whacks by the Sergeant-at-Arms and 
his Mace.

Call it artful evasion, misspeaking, 
exaggeration or storytelling. 

“O, what a tangled web we weave 
when fi rst we practise to deceive,” said 
Walter Scott.

And Robert Gates said that most gov-
ernments lie to each other: “That’s the 
way business gets done.”

Perhaps there was some of  that when 
our PM visited China recently. And, we 
witness – almost daily – the most vora-
cious liar on the planet: Donald Trump.

Politicians are the most maligned 
group of  people on the planet. As Mart 
Gross shared: “Politicians are masters 
of  the art of  deception.”

How do we curb this ingrained activi-
ty in our democratic society?

Well, Wales plans tough rules making 
politicians lose jobs for deliberately ly-
ing. Their politicians are discussing a 
law that would punish  politicians who 
deliberately lie to the public. The plan 
focuses on Members of  the Senedd and 
aims to bring real consequences when 
trust is broken. Supporters believe hon-
esty should be a basic duty in public life, 
not a choice.

A Senedd committee suggested stron-
ger standards and clearer defi nitions 
around “deliberate deception.” One idea 
includes a recall style process where 
serious breaches could lead to remov-
al from offi ce. The proposals also look 
closely at election time lies, with plans 
to tighten rules around false statements 
used to win votes from the public.

The debate continues but already 
members, including those in Labour, 
have said it could fail to get enough sup-
port without signifi cant changes like 
defi ning what a “false or misleading” 
statement would be.

Making it a criminal offence to make 
false or misleading statements of  fact to 
help an election candidate, this legisla-
tion “sets out to build stronger founda-
tions for Welsh democracy.”

One would think there would be 
wide-spread support for this. Not so, my 
friends.

Cross-party Senedd committees 
warned it would “seriously hinder full 
and proper democratic discourse during 
an election campaign.” It criticized the 
fact that it does not defi ne exactly what 

a “false or misleading” statement is, to 
who it would apply or how.

I’m not sure how banning out-and-out 
lies hinders an election campaign. If  
anything, it would make it much more 
pleasant and the public wouldn’t be sub-
jected to those ridiculous TV ads.

One Welsh politician said: “Strength-
ening the ways we hold members to ac-
count is essential for public trust and 
the Senedd should get this right.”

I think our friends over there are on 
to something.

Glancing at our own situation, this 
intrepid journalist (a member of  anoth-
er highly maligned group) could fi nd 
very little in the way of  direct reference 
to lying by politicians.

In fact, free speech and debate is fun-
damental to the process at both Parlia-
ment Hill and Queen’s Park.

According to former Speaker Peter 
Milliken: “As members of  Parliament, 
we all deal regularly with differing 
interpretations of  various events or 
situations and differing views of  doc-
uments laid before the House. Mem-
bers can, and often do, disagree about 
the actual facts of  the same situation. 
Disagreements of  this kind form the 
basis of  our debates. Our rules are de-
signed to permit and indeed to encour-
age members to present differing views 
on the given issue. This tolerance of  
different points of  view is an essential 
feature of  the freedom of  speech and 
of  the decision making process that lie 
at the heart of  our parliamentary sys-
tem.”

Our Charter of  Rights and Freedoms 
expressly guarantees free speech and 
expression, but it does not guarantee 
access to information, and access to all 
documents in government hands. 

According to the Supreme Court, “... 

free expression is valued above all as 
being instrumental to democratic gov-
ernance.”

I understand different views and 
opinions. But lies are neither. Either 
something is true and accurate or 
it’s not. There is no in between. You 
shouldn’t have differing opinions on the 
facts!

I get that politicians have to tread 
carefully. But often, offi cials tend to 
talk a lot but say nothing. They’re well 
versed in double-speak and not answer-
ing direct questions from journalists. Is 
it any wonder my brothers and sisters 
in arms have a hard time uncovering 
the truth?

I have witnessed this fi rst-hand 
during my journalism career. When peo-
ple asked me “what’s the truth?” I re-
spond: “It depends who you ask.”

Politicians and civil servants are 
experts at “artful evasion.” It must be 
taught to them before they take offi ce.

It seems passing a law to ban lying 
by politicians would be diffi cult, nar-
row and specifi c, and wouldn’t properly 
handcuff  our politicians from bending 
the truth.

I suppose with freedom not only 
comes responsibility, but the given right 
to side-step the truth.

“The truth is incontrovertible,” Win-
ston Churchill once said. “Malice may 
attack it, ignorance may deride it, but 
in the end, there it is.”

Perhaps the ball is in our court, as in-
telligent taxpayers and voters.

William Faulkner urged us to never 
be afraid to “raise your voice for hones-
ty and compassion against injustice and 
lying and greed. If  people all over the 
world ... would do this, it would change 
the earth.”

Hear, hear!

Bending the truth is part of democratic politics

Trivia Tidbits
 The largest provincial legislative building in 

Canada is located in Regina.

Mark Pavilons

Quote of the Week

     “   There are three types of lies – 
lies, damn lies, and statistics.”

 – Benjamin Disraeli

Federal gun program

YRP won’t enforce gun buy-back campaign
By Mark Pavilons

Editor

York Regional Police have joined the litany of  police forces who state they 
will not carry out the Liberal government’s gun buy-back program.

“As vice-chair of  the York Regional Police Service Board, I am extremely 
pleased that the Police Service Board ... formally supported the position to not 
participate in the Government of  Canada’s Assault-Style Firearms Compen-
sation Program. Let the police focus on getting crime guns out of  the hands of  
scumbag criminals instead of  law abiding registered gun owners,” said Linda 
Jackson.

Chief  Jim MacSween said YRP remains committed to working collabora-
tively on initiatives that measurably reduce violence and improve community 
safety.

The decision not to participate in the fi rearms compensation program re-
fl ects YRP’s “dedication to ensuring organizational resources are strategical-
ly aligned with priorities and initiatives that enhance public safety.

“This includes addressing the sources of  fi rearm violence in York Region 
– particularly the illegal importation, distribution and use of  illicit fi rearms 
– along with enforcement and prosecution strategies focussed on repeat vio-
lent offenders and violent crime.”
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By David Suzuki

German scientists are warning that 
global warming is accelerating, that 
the planet could heat by as much as 3 C 
over pre-industrial levels by 2050 — just 
24 years from now — and that we could 
exceed 5 C of  warming by the century’s 
end.

This should be top headline news. It 
should alarm us all. It should spur poli-
ticians to urgent action.

The consequences would be cata-
strophic. A 3 C rise doesn’t mean a tem-
perature increase of  that amount over 
the whole world. Some areas could see 
temperatures up to 10 degrees higher 
than normal, reaching more than 50 C.

It would mean more long-lasting 
droughts, widespread water shortag-
es, intense wildfi res and desert zones 
spreading from the Sahara to Spain. 
Weather would become increasing-

ly unpredictable, with more extreme 
events, including heavy rains and 
fl ooding in some areas. Prolonged heat 
waves would cause more illness and 
death and drive more migration as peo-
ple fl ee inhospitable areas.

In some tropical areas, extreme heat 
and humidity would make it impossible 
to survive outdoors for the fi rst time in 
recorded history. Agricultural failures 
and drought would cause food shortag-
es. More plants and animals would go 
extinct. High ocean temperatures, de-
creasing oxygen content and increased 
carbonic acid concentration — already 
becoming more common — would put 
aquatic life at even greater risk. Sea lev-
el rise would increase further, endan-
gering coastal communities.

The German Physics Society and the 

German Meteorological Society’s joint 
statement says global average tempera-
ture has already exceeded 1.5 C several 
times over the past two years, and that 
the threshold — the aspirational level 
the world’s nations agreed to stay below 
with the 2015 Paris Agreement — may 
have been permanently breached.

The statement notes these scenarios 
don’t represent an inescapable fate. But 
keeping below the agreed-upon hard 
target of  2 C, the scientists warn, will 
require the international community 
to signifi cantly step up efforts.

That means quickly shifting from 
fossil fuels to renewable energy, con-
serving and using energy more effi -
ciently and protecting and restoring 
carbon sinks such as forests, peatlands 
and wetlands. It will also require ex-
panding technologies to remove carbon 
dioxide from the atmosphere, as we’ve 
already pumped enough to ensure the 
world will continue to heat for years.

We’ll also have to implement more 
measures to adapt to the irreversible 
changes we’ve already set in motion 
with our profl igate use of  coal, oil and 
gas, and our insane destruction of  nat-
ural systems that store carbon.

“The purpose of  climate conferences 
was to slow the rise of  CO2 and ideal-
ly reverse it,” German Meteorological 
Society chair Frank Böttcher told the 
weekly Die Zeit. “Yet despite all the 
pledges, carbon dioxide in the atmo-
sphere is still climbing. Looking at the 
political response, I would sum it up 
like this: too little, too slow, too late.”

The scientists note that we face an 
uphill battle, especially given the ac-
tions of  the current United States ad-
ministration, which is stepping away 
from international agreements, over-
turning climate policies and attempting 

to ramp up fossil fuel production — not 
to mention trying to seize Venezuela’s 
vast heavy crude oil reserves.

“Our colleagues in the United States, 
in particular, are under heavy pressure, 
especially in climate science,” Klaus 
Richter, president of  the German Phys-
ical Society, told Die Zeit. “But limiting 
global warming requires the input of  
nearly every scientifi c discipline in di-
alogue with society, far beyond the nat-
ural sciences.”

These scientists offer a range of  
solutions, most of  which we already 
know. They include raising awareness 
of  the real and pressing danger of  hu-
man-caused global heating, rapidly 
reducing greenhouse gas emissions, 
adhering to the Paris Agreement, us-
ing economic measures to avoid green-
house gas emissions and incentivize 
low-emission products, promoting ways 
to store CO2 through afforestation, pro-
tection and restoration of  peatlands 
and using wood as a building material, 
developing methods to adapt to global 
warming consequences in ways that 
also protect the climate, planning to 
withdraw from some coastal areas and 
ensuring that society receives credible, 
science-based information.

Most people alive today will suffer 
the fury of  a hothouse planet. We’ve 
created an emergency that threatens all 
of  humankind.

Politics and the economy can no 
longer block us from adopting these 
actions immediately. If  scientists and 
their fi ndings aren’t held up to guide 
us, what will?

David Suzuki is a scientist, broadcast-
er, author and co-founder of  the David 
Suzuki Foundation. Written with David 
Suzuki Foundation Senior Writer and 
Editor Ian Hanington.

 German scientists issue stark climate warning
The Environment

Government workers on average en-
joy a higher wage premium and more 
generous benefi ts in Ontario than their 
private-sector counterparts, fi nds a new 
study published by the Fraser Institute, 
an independent, non-partisan Canadi-
an public policy think-tank.

“With the Ontario government pro-
jecting a defi cit of  over $13-billion this 
year, bringing government sector com-
pensation in line with the private sec-
tor would help reduce costs without 
necessarily disrupting services,” said 
Jake Fuss, director of  fi scal studies at 
the Fraser Institute.

The study, Comparing Government 
and Private Sector Compensation in 
Ontario, fi nds that government employ-
ees across Ontario – including feder-
al, provincial and municipal workers 
– were paid 7.9 per cent higher wages, 
on average, than workers in the private 
sector in 2024, the most recent year of  
available comparable data from Statis-
tics Canada’s Labour Force Survey.

Even after adjusting for unionization 
status, government employees are still 
paid 6.5 per cent higher wages.

But wages are only part of  overall 
compensation. Government workers 
across Canada enjoy much more gener-
ous non-wage benefi ts, too, such as:

Pensions: In 2024, 82.7 per cent of  

public-sector workers were covered by 
a registered pension plan compared to 
only 23.6 per cent in the private sector. 
Of  those covered, almost all govern-
ment workers (94.8 per cent) enjoyed 
defi ned-benefi t pensions, which offer a 
guaranteed level of  income and bene-
fi ts in retirement, compared to 37.8 per 
cent among private sector workers.

Early retirement: Public-sector 
workers retired 2.2 years earlier, on av-
erage, than the province’s private-sec-
tor workers.

Personal leave: Government workers 
were absent from their jobs for person-
al reasons more often than private sec-
tor workers – 14.4 days compared to 8.2 
days.

Job security: In 2024, public-sector 
employees were nearly six times less 
likely to experience job loss than pri-
vate-sector workers – 0.6 per cent com-
pared to 3.5 per cent.

“All levels of  government in Ontar-
io – municipal, provincial and feder-
al – must fi nd ways to reduce costs as 
spending and borrowing have contin-
ued to ramp up,” Fuss said.

“Closing the compensation gap be-
tween the government and private 
sectors would reduce costs and help 
governments move towards balancing 
their budgets.”

 Ontario civil servants receive 7.9% higher
wages, on average, than private-sector workers



By Drew Spoelstra
President, Ontario

Federation of  Agriculture

Trade and tariffs continue to be one 
of  the biggest sources of  uncertainty 
facing farmers today. That reality was 
front and centre again this year as the 
Ontario Federation of  Agriculture, 
alongside the Canadian Federation of  
Agriculture, attended the American 
Farm Bureau convention for the second 
year in a row.

I farm with my family near Bin-
brook in the city of  Hamilton, growing 
crops, raising horses and producing 
high quality milk and beef. I’m also the 
president of  the OFA and I always wel-
come the opportunity to meet with fel-
low farmers, whether here in Ontario, 
across Canada or internationally.

What stood out most in those con-
versations with U.S. farmers and farm 
leaders was how similar the challenges 
are on both sides of  the border. Farm-
ers in Canada and the United States are 
both dealing with shifting trade poli-
cies, geopolitical tensions, and market 
volatility that make it diffi cult to plan 
and invest with confi dence. That’s on 
top of  weather, pests and diseases and 
rising production costs.

When tariffs and other policy chang-
es are imposed, delayed, or changed 

with little warning, the impacts ripple 
quickly through farm businesses, sup-
pliers, processors, and rural communi-
ties. That’s why recent developments on 
the Canada – China front are welcome 
news for Canadian agriculture.

The federal government recently an-
nounced that China will lower tariffs 
on Canadian canola seed to a combined 
rate of  15 per cent from the current lev-
el of  84 per cent by March 1, 2026. In ad-
dition, tariffs on Canadian canola meal 
and peas will be removed from March 
until at least the end of  2026.

Canada is the world’s largest export-
er of  canola, and China is our second 
largest market, so these changes repre-
sent meaningful progress for farmers 
who have been under intense pressure. 
The agreement does not yet address 
Chinese tariffs on other important ag-
ricultural products such as canola oil 
or pork, but it is an important step for-
ward. We are also encouraged by sig-
nals that beef  and pet food exports are 
expected to resume, which would bring 
further relief  to affected sectors.

This deal is welcome progress for 
farmers who have been dealing with 
trade challenges on a number of  fronts, 
and we encourage the federal govern-

ment to continue its work to resolve 
outstanding agricultural trade issues. 
The OFA will continue to actively en-
gage with all levels of  government, our 
members and county federations, other 
industry stakeholders, and our national 
partners at the CFA on issues related to 
tariffs and trade that affect all farmers 
here in Ontario and across the country.

We’re also calling on the federal 
government to keep expanding and 
diversifying our trade relationships. 
Agreements like the Canada–Indonesia 
Comprehensive Economic Partnership 
Agreement, which eliminates or reduc-
es tariffs on beef, pork, soybeans, and 
canola while locking in duty-free access 
for wheat, are an important part of  that 
strategy.

Ongoing work with markets such 
as the Mercosur countries (Argentina, 
Brazil, Paraguay and Uruguay), India, 
and others will be critical to reducing 
our reliance on any single trading part-
ner and strengthening long-term resil-
ience.

Despite growing diversifi cation, how-
ever, the fact remains that approximate-
ly 60 per cent of  Canada’s agriculture 
and agri-food exports go to the United 
States and that they remain our largest, 
most signifi cant trading partner. That’s 
why it’s critical that we fi nd a way to 
push ahead with the Canada-U.S.-Mex-
ico Agreement (CUSMA) joint review 
this year that will satisfy and benefi t all 
three countries.

Extending CUSMA without inter-
ruption supports our North American 
goals to supply consumers with an 
affordable, stable food supply and in-
creased food security – the ability to 
produce as much of  our own food and 
farm products as possible. These are 
critical elements of  national security 
and farmers need ongoing support to 
help weather the storm created by glob-
al uncertainty.

As famers continue to see infl ation-
ary pressures from tariffs and cost of  
production increases caused by this 
uncertainty, OFA and others have been 
urging the federal government to per-
manently increase the interest-free 

portion of  the Advance Payments Pro-
gram to $350,000 from its current level 
of  $100,000. This increase supports the 
purchasing power for a farm business 
and cash fl ow when its critical and sup-
ports an extended marketing window 
for farm produce.

OFA also continues to work with 
partners pressing for meaningful im-
provements to business risk manage-
ment programming. We’ve recently 
asked the provincial government to ac-
celerate the phased-in implementation 
of  the $100 million funding increase 
for the Risk Management Program and 
Self-Directed Risk Management Pro-
gram they announced last year to sup-
port challenging situations through the 
market uncertainty we’re facing.

The agriculture sector is not just 
about farming and primary produc-
tion, however, and support is necessary 
beyond the farm gate. In Ontario, food 
processing is the second largest manu-
facturing industry, and we need invest-
ment and policy support that will let us 
expand and strengthen this capacity 
here at home. This will create jobs, di-
versify our economy, and let us export 
fi nished goods and not just raw ingredi-
ents to the world.

Removing or reducing interprovin-
cial trade barriers remains a key fo-
cus, and we appreciate the meaningful 
progress that has been made here over 
the past year. OFA has been providing 
input to the Free Trade and Labour Mo-
bility in Canada Act as regulations un-
der this new legislation are being devel-
oped. The Act allows expanded alcohol 
sales across Canada and makes it easier 
for skilled tradespeople and health pro-
fessionals certifi ed in one province to 
work in another.

Agriculture is a diverse sector, 
with more than 200 different products 
grown, raised, and produced in Ontar-
io alone. As decision-makers across the 
country continue to tackle these issues, 
the team at OFA will keep advocating 
for policies that protect farm business-
es, open new market opportunities, and 
strengthen the infrastructure behind 
our food system.

 Ontario farmers navigate trade uncertainty; pushing for progress

Fishing for Impaired 2026
York Regional Police is pleased to mark the launch of  the Fishing for Im-

paired initiative, partnering with Mothers Against Drunk Driving (MADD) 
York Region, Arrive Alive, Ontario Parks, Ontario Provincial Police and 
Georgina Island Police to remind ice fi shers, snowmobilers and anyone plan-
ning winter activities on the ice, that impaired driving, whether on the road 
or on a frozen lake is a criminal offence.

York Regional Police’s Marine Unit and Road Safety Bureau are focusing 
their attention on ensuring that the individuals engaged in the sport of  ice 
fi shing, and other winter activities on Lake Simcoe are doing so responsibly 
and safely.

Offi cers will be out on the ice of  Lake Simcoe focusing their enforcement 
efforts on snowmobilers and ATV operators who feel it’s acceptable to con-
sume alcohol and/or drugs while operating their vehicles. Similarly, sobri-
ety checks were be conducted on ice fi shers who are heading back to their 
personal vehicles. When it comes to drinking and driving and drug consump-
tion and driving, the same rules apply when out on the ice as when you’re 
operating a vehicle on the road. The penalties for impaired snowmobiling or 
impaired operation of  an ATV are also the same.

For more information on marine safety, please contact the York Regional 
Police Marine Unit at 1-866-8765423, ext. 7321.

If  you consume alcoholic beverages or drugs, do not get behind the wheel. 
Ensure you always have a plan to get home safely.

Agriculture
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SCHOMBERG COUNTRY
& GARDEN

Sale Prices in effect February 5 to February 11, 2026

17380 Highway 27, SCHOMBERG • 905-939-2911
HOURS: Monday-Friday 8:00am - 5:30pm;

Saturday 8:30am - 5:00pm;   Sunday 10:00am - 4:00pm

Assorted
Scents

20% OFF

20% OFF

35% OFF

$31.99

CANDLE CRAVE CANDLES 
NOW IN STOCK

Garden 
Seeds & 

Seed
Starting 
Supplies 

Now In 
Stock!

WE CARRY

DOG & CAT FOOD

$35.99
SALE

AGRI-CAT
CAT FOOD

18 kg

Wild Bird Feeders

Assorted Dog Coats

All Giftware

IN STOCK ONLY

FReSH-4
WEATHER FORECAST SYSTEM
FReSH-4
WEATHER FORECAST SYSTEM

           7-Day
Weather Outlook

From Thursday, February 5 to Wednesday, February 11

           7-Day
Weather OutlookWeather Outlook

King
THURS 25TH FRI 6TH SAT 7TH SUN 8TH MON 9TH TUES 10TH WED 11TH

Sun/Clouds
High -8Co

Low -9Co

-
Wind S 12k

Scattered Flurries
High -3Co

Low -23Co

~1cm
Wind W 17k

Sun/Clouds
High -17Co

Low -24Co

-
Wind NW 23k

Sun/Clouds
High -17Co

Low -22Co

-
Wind W 23k

Clouds/Sun
High -12Co

Low -12Co

1-3cm
Wind SW 9k

Sun/Clouds
High -4Co

Low -12Co

-
Wind NW 14k

Light Snow
High -4Co

Low -4Co

-
Wind S 23k

The King Weekly Sentinel
is your community newspaper

Read us online at
www.kingsentinel.com
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WE DON’T BREW 
OUR BEER FOR 
THE AWARDS. 

BUT HE DOES!

Andrew Kohnen 
Brewmaster

Our brewmaster, Andrew Kohnen, threw away a successful career in logistics to pursue 

his dream of reconnecting with the brewing roots of his family. This carried him to the UK’s 

prestigious Brewlab in Sunderland, England, where he procured the alchemy that would 

drive his signature brewing style.

He took what he could from there and ventured to Scotland, Cornwall, and ultimately to 

Krefeld, Germany, working in the same brewery that had belonged to his ancestors. 

He came home to Canada for Hockley.

You could call it dumb, but we call it destiny.

Andrew Kohnen 

You could call it dumb, but we call it destiny.

HOCKLEYBEER.CA

1162 Andrew ad_Broad_Half.indd   1 5/25/17   1:20 PM

By Mark Pavilons
Editor

The local conservation area works to 
mitigate major floods.

Kenneth Cheney, director of  flood 
management for the Lake Simcoe Re-
gion Conservation Authority (LSRCA), 
pointed out to King council recently 
that floods are the most frequent natu-
ral hazard in Canada.

Governed by the Conservation Au-
thorities Act, under the Ministry of  the 

Environment, Conservation and Parks, 
the core mandate of  LSRCA is to pro-
tect people and property from flooding. 
Spawned by Hurricane Hazel in 1954, 
Conservation Authorities arose in On-
tario to forecast floods, warn residents 
and map floodplains.

The flood management program 
maps, forecasts and mitigates flooding 
from rivers and shorelines, entering ur-
ban areas. LSRCA helps prevent major 
events through development and infra-
structure review. Prevention is their 

main role, Cheney pointed out.
Their flood management program in-

volves engineering, monitoring, warn-
ing, regulation and development.

He explained that riverine flood 
mapping documents flows associat-
ed with rivers, streams and natural 
watercourses that crest their banks. 
Lake-based (shoreline) flooding is typ-
ically due to higher than usual water 
levels, waves, wind or a combination 
of  factors that create flooding along 
the shorelines.

The LSRCA delineates and main-
tains the floodplain, through provincial 
regulations and technical guidelines. 
Mapping was updated in 2025 for Sophia 
Creek, Kidds, Creek, Bunkers Creek, 
Dyments, Creek, Hotchkiss Creek and 
Whiskey Creek.

The most recent mapping for Lake 
Simcoe’s shoreline was done in 2024 
and including updating flooding and 
erosion hazards.

LSRCA plans a flood audit in 2026, 
identifying resources needed to sup-
port a plan for flood management and 
floodplain mapping updates through-

out the watershed.
Updated mapping, Cheney noted, 

comes with a financial commitment 
from municipal partners, so it’s im-
portant that LSRCA works with King 
Township to strategically update the 
floodplain.

Schomberg gets special attention 
this year as the floodplain impacts a 
substantial area in and around the vil-
lage.

Schomberg was designated a Special 
Policy Area in 1998. This area applies to 
properties east and west of  Main Street, 
north of  Church and south to Western.

Certain new uses are generally pro-
hibited in the SPA. Development needs 
to be assessed for building strength, el-
evation, location of  utilities and flood 
protection.

Cheney noted that floodplain updates 
may result in changes to elevations. 
Land use in the floodplain is also im-
pacted by new provincial regulations.

Updated data that includes rainfalls, 
terrain changes and municipal official 
plan rules, all impact land use planning 
in floodplains.

LSRCA addresses �oodplain policy and goals ahead

By Mark Pavilons
Editor

Two Township staff  members were 
singled out and praised for reaching 
employment “milestones” with the mu-
nicipality as the last council meeting.

Samantha Fraser (five years) and 
Gaspare Ritacca (25 years) were lauded 
by senior department heads.

Gaspare Ritacca, Manager of  Plan-
ning and Development, reached a quar-
ter century serving King.

Throughout his time with King, Gas-
pare has demonstrated a strong com-
mitment to providing council with his 
best professional planning advice on all 
planning applications. He has continu-
ally demonstrated his professionalism 
and commitment to making King better 
for all who live, work and play in the 
Township.

He has also been a leader and mentor 
for a number of  planners over his ten-
ure with King.  Most recently, Gaspare 
has not only provided his expertise and 
creativity in moving approvals ahead 
for housing in King City East, and em-
ployment opportunities arising from 
the 172,000-square-metre Blackwood 
development, but he has also been in-
strumental in bringing about a number 
of  process improvements enhancing 
customers’ experience through such 
initiatives as the AskPlanning app and 
Heritage Inventory GIS Story map.

“A huge thank you to Gaspare for his 
dedication and valuable contributions 
which have positively impacted the 
team and the organization as a whole, 
and we wish him every success in the 
years ahead,” said Stephen Naylor, 

Director of  Growth Management Ser-
vices.

“Twenty-five years in municipal 
planning is a remarkable achievement. 
I have come to lean on him heavily in 
the course of  my tenure.”

Samantha Fraser, Director of  Public 
Works, has marked five years of  ser-
vice.

Throughout her tenure, Samantha 
has exemplified our core values of  col-
laboration, commitment, and creativi-
ty. Her dedication has led to numerous 
achievements, including being a key 
member of  the SLT, guiding decisions 
during the Covid-19 pandemic response 
and recovery transition. Samantha has 
also been instrumental in developing 
Master Plans for King’s major infra-
structure, establishing the township’s 
first Stormwater Management Plan 
and User Rate, and creating a compre-
hensive Asset Management Plan.

Additionally, she played a critical 
role in updating the Background Study 
used to inform King’s DC Bylaw, en-
hancing Public Works Health and Safe-
ty compliance, and delivering major 
capital projects, such as gravel road 
conversion and road resurfacing pro-
grams.

Most notably, Samantha’s positive at-
titude and strong leadership have posi-
tively influenced our workplace culture 
across the SLT, ELT, Public Works, and 
the organization as a whole.

“We look forward to Samantha’s 
ongoing success and impact, and we 
thank her for her unwavering commit-
ment and exemplary service,” noted 
King CAO Daniel Kostopoulos.

Township sta�ers recognized
for employment ‘milestones’



By Mark Pavilons
Editor

A development in King City is mov-
ing ahead, and King council gave its 
stamp of  approval on a wider, block 
plan approach to planning.

Councillors, after a lengthy discus-
sion, approved staff  recommendations. 
Many were concerned that the seldom 
used block approach would tie the mu-
nicipality into future development.

But staff  pointed out it’s taking a 
big-picture view, a larger scope, to plan 
for the future.

Staff  were looking for approval 
from council for both the zoning bylaw 
amendment for a specifi c application, 
and the surrounding comprehensive 
development plan.

The subject lands located in King 
City, at the northwest corner of  King 
Road and King Boulevard and comprise 
a parcel with a lot area of  approximate-
ly 0.18 hectares and approximate lot 
frontage of  26 metres along King Road.

Existing land uses on the property 
include a detached dwelling (2022 King 
Road), while the lands located at 2018 
King Road are vacant. The existing 
dwelling is proposed to be demolished 
as part of  the overall redevelopment 
plans. Adjacent and surrounding land 
uses include existing low-density resi-
dential land uses to the north and west 
and institutional and public land uses 
to the east. Additional land uses include 
an approved townhouse development 
on the northeast corner of  King Road 
and King Boulevard and institutional, 
public and residential land uses on the 
south side of  King Road.

The  application proposes a six-sto-
rey commercial building, with a vet-
erinary clinic proposed for the ground 
fl oor with offi ces (levels 2 to 6) con-
templated for the upper fl oors of  the 
proposed building. A total gross fl oor 
area of  2,570 square metres is proposed 
for the building. A total of  41 parking 
spaces, including 4 accessible parking 
spaces, and 14 bicycle parking spaces 
are proposed on site in a combination 
of  surface parking (14) and one level 
of  underground parking (27). Access to 
these parking areas is proposed by an 
internal driveway and ramp at the rear 
(north) of  the building.

Permanent access to this lot is con-
templated by a future mid-block con-
nection (‘private

laneway’) between William Street 
(west) and King Boulevard (east), which 
has been proposed as an element of  a 
broader Comprehensive Development 
Plan (CDP) planning exercise for the 
surrounding area.

The zoning change was necessary to 
facility the project.

Consultant Rosemarie Humphries, 
representing the applicants, noted mu-
nicipalities use “bock planning” as a 
guide to future planning, setting gener-
al guidelines such as building heights, 
etc.

Councillor Mary Asselstine said 
her issue was this block plan approach 
doesn’t give the Township any statuto-
ry authority to change things down the 
road.

But Mayor Steve Pellegrini pointed 
out that without it, the Township ends 
up with development by individual ap-
plication and this concept provides a 
concrete way to provide a transition 
and lays out the entire surrounding 
area.

Planning staff  said it’s a  compre-
hensive development plan and there 
are policies in the OP that mandate the 
rules. So yes, the Township has total 
control over the planning area. This 
particular ara is a “micro example of  a 
block plan.”

CAO Dan Kostopoulos noted King 
hasn’t used this block plan approach 
very much in the last seven years. It’s 
more of  a wholistic conceptual ap-
proach to planning the area.

Councillors expressed concerned 
about parking, sidewalks and other 
details of  the plan, including future 
uses. Any changes or proposals will be 
dealt with by council as they arise; this 
is simply giving approval to the bylaw 
changes.

A statutory Public Meeting was held 
last September for the zoning bylaw 
amendment and the applicant subse-
quently submitted a revised building 
design in response to comments con-
cerning architectural/urban design 
(i.e. building height) and parking that 
were raised at the Public Meeting.

The Village Core policies of  the Offi -
cial Plan state that the minimum height 
for new buildings shall be two function-
al storeys and the maximum height for 
new buildings is generally three sto-
reys. However, these policies also state 
that development up to six storeys may 
be permitted provided:

(The building is located or tiered in 
height to minimize visual and shadow-
ing impact on streets and public areas, 
and provides for appropriate transition 
with adjacent buildings.

The compatibility of  the building 
with respect to adjacent low-rise resi-
dential areas and sensitive uses is ad-
dressed through the use of  setbacks, 
buffers, angular plane requirements 
as well as the sensitive location of  win-
dows and balconies to minimize pri-
vacy impacts, as detailed in the imple-
menting zoning bylaw, detailed design 
guidelines and through Site Plan Con-
trol.

The proposed building is pegged at 6 
storeys and has been designed in a man-
ner so as to limit visual and land use 
impacts by providing for a lower degree 
of  building massing at the lot frontage 
and exterior side lot lines (four-storeys) 
where setbacks are at their minimum, 
and by incorporating ‘step backs’ on 
the upper fl oors where adjacent to the 
public realm and street line.

Lands located immediately adjacent 
to the subject lands (west and north) 
are comprised of  low-density residen-
tial land uses.

A comprehensive development 
plan and the site-specifi c zoning by-
law amendment application have been 
prepared and submitted for review by 
Planning Division staff  and the Town-
ship’s architectural and urban design 
peer review consultant.

Architectural and Urban Design The 
Township’s architectural and urban de-
sign peer review consultant has provid-
ed comments in response to the appli-
cant’s submission of  an Urban Design 
Brief. In general, the comments address 
site design and public realm interfaces, 
building massing and transitions (and 
visual impact), common amenity space 
and landscaped open space, site access 
and circulation, and building façade de-
sign and materials.

Staff  said that overall, the proposed 
development has been found to gener-
ally conform with the applicable de-

sign policies of  the Township of  King 
Offi cial Plan and Village Urban Design 
Guidelines, as confi rmed by the Town-
ship’s architectural and urban design 
peer reviewer.

The Township of  King Offi cial Plan 
provides guidance on the preparation 
and execution of  a Comprehensive 
Development Plan (CDP) or block 
plan. The purpose of  a CDP is to estab-
lish a more detailed level plan, with 
the aim of  ensuring the coordinated 
and integrated review of  site-specifi c 
applications and development with-
in a designated area. This planning 
process is intended to establish the 
guiding vision for a specifi c area and 
to address common issues affecting a 
wider planning area (i.e. block level). 
These may include, but not be limited 
to, land use, density, servicing, urban 
design, transportation and natural 
heritage.

Initial consultations were held with 
the public in order to prepare options 
illustrating the range of  development 
opportunities and limits within the 
project area.

The formal adoption and endorse-
ment of  the Comprehensive Devel-
opment Plan by Council comprises 
the fi nal stage of  the work program. 
While the endorsement of  the CDP is 
a non- statutory process, the CDP will 
provide direction and guidance for the 
future submission and expectations 
of  development applications for lands 
located within the CDP area. These 
future applications will be expected 
to demonstrate consistency with the 
concepts and principles recommend-
ed by the CDP as well as consistency 
with, and conformity to, applicable 
Provincial, Region and Township pol-
icies.

It is understood that the Plan may re-
quire refi nements, with the possibility 
for fl exibility and changes over time, 
pending the receipt of  site-specifi c de-
velopment applications, which will be 
required for each of  the proposed devel-
opment blocks within the Plan.

 Council okays amendment, setting parameters for ‘block plan’

 LSRCA names its chair, vice
At its 75th Annual General Meeting, the Lake Simcoe Region Conservation Au-

thority Board of  Directors concluded its 2025 business and launched 2026 with the 
election of  a new chair and vice chair.

A highlight of  the meeting was the debut of  the Conservation Authority’s 2025 
Year-In-Review video, showcasing the signifi cant conservation, restoration, and 
community-based work delivered by staff  throughout the watershed. The video is 
available at: https://lsrca.on.ca/index.php/home/annual-reports/ 

After two years of  service, Chair and City of  Barrie Councillor Clare Riepma, 
and Vice Chair and Oro-Medonte Mayor Randy Greenlaw, concluded their terms, 
making way for incoming leadership.

Bradford West Gwillimbury Councillor Peter Ferragine was elected Chair, and 
City of  Barrie Councillor Clare Riepma was elected Vice Chair. Both expressed 
their appreciation for the Board’s confi dence as they step into their new roles.

Incoming Chair Peter Ferragine shared: “I’m very pleased and honoured to 
have the support of  the Board. As a long-serving member and strong advocate for 
the Conservation Authority’s mission, I look forward to leading us through the 
challenges and opportunities ahead in 2026 and beyond.”

Newly elected Vice Chair Clare Riepma noted: “I’m grateful for the support of  
the Board and for the exceptional work of  staff. Together, we accomplished a great 
deal across the watershed in 2025. I look forward to continuing to support this im-
portant work as we navigate the changes ahead.”
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Business, Finance
& Real Estate

www.KingChamber.ca
Your Voice for Business in King

CHAMBER OF COMMERCE

@KingChamber.ca
KingChamber.ca

CHAMBER OF COMMERCE

@KingChamber.ca
KingChamber.ca

Join the King Chamber
of Commerce today!

@KingChamber.ca
KingChamber.ca

CHAMBER OF COMMERCE

Be part of a growing network for 270+ members

TATTON CT.

10 Tatton Ct., KING CITY
905-833-8322

www.mcdonalds.com

D
U

FF
ER

IN

KING ROAD

N

OPEN
24

HOURS
DRIVE-THRU 
& DELIVERY

Independently Owned & Operated905.841.4809 (Cell)     www.brianspeers.ca

Residential &
Commercial

Your Sales
Representative  
in King &
New
TecumsethFOR

SALE

Considering Buying or Selling?
Call BRIAN SPEERS

32 Church Street,
Schomberg,
1 bed, 1 bath Condo

32 Church Street,
Schomberg,
2 bed, 2 bath Condo

SOLD
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YOUR LIFE
RENEWED
Last chance to live in this popular community, 

perfectly located by the Trent River. You will 

enjoy the accessible and amenity rich location 

surrounded by nature’s harmony with lakes, 

forests, conservation areas, parks, hiking trails 

and more. Something special awaits you in 

affordable Hasting’s Estates.

 Register Now - myhastingsestates.ca

Final Release

ALL BRICK BUNGALOW & 2 STOREY

DETACHED ON 44’ TO 50’ LOTS

FROM THE MID

$600’S

By Brock Weir

Hope House Hospice, formerly Hos-
pice King-Aurora, marked the start of  a 
brand-new chapter in its storied histo-
ry of  community service with the open-
ing of  their new Wellness, Grief, and 
Caregiving Hub recently.

Aurora-Oak Ridges-Richmond Hill 
MPP Michael Parsa, Aurora Mayor 
Tom Mrakas, and Richmond Hill May-
or David West were on hand for the 
celebration, which also included an op-
portunity for Hope House to share the 
success of  a recent two-year Provincial 
grant.

“Over my 18 years here at Hope 
House, I have seen this organization 
grow and thrive because of  the dedica-
tion and valuable contributions of  our 
staff  and our amazing volunteers, and, 
of  course, because of  the support of  
our community – local, regional, pro-
vincial and federal,” said Hope House 
Executive Director Heidi Bonner.

“We are gathering here today to cel-
ebrate the opening of  our Wellness, 
Grief  and Caregiving Hub. It’s a special 
place where we invite our community 
to visit – a place that is welcoming, a 
safe place to land during a very diffi-
cult time. We want all to know that you 
don’t have to journey alone through ill-
ness and grief, and that Hope House is 
always here to support.”

One such programming area that 
will activate the new Wellness, Grief, 
and Caregiving Hub is Hope House’s 
HUUG (Help Us Understand Grief) pro-
gram, which was developed through a 
two-year grant from the Ontario Trilli-
um Foundation.

First awarded to Hope House in 2024, 
the grant funding was used to develop 
a program to help children, youth and 
families who are experiencing a se-
rious illness, anticipating a death, or 
grieving a death.

Bonner says the resulting program 
saw a 192 per cent increase in refer-
rals in the first year and, as the two-
year grant wrapped, referrals received 
during the period “is more than the 
combined referrals we’ve received for 
the previous six years.”

“The program continues to grow be-
cause the need for this type of  support 
continues to grow,” said Bonner. “The 
impact of  our HUUG program will be 
felt for generations to come. We support 
young people now when they need it the 

most. Then, as they grow, they remem-
ber the support and the strategies that 
they’ve been given to survive what they 
have gone through.”

The value of  the HUUG program 
was further highlighted by Julia Zinn, 
Hope House’s Counsellor for Children, 
Youth, and Families.

“It’s an honour to be at the forefront 
of  this work and to help establish this 
program, which is the only one of  its 
kind in all of  York Region,” she said. 
“At Hope House, our vision is that no-
body journeys alone through serious 
illness, end-of-life, or grief  and that 
includes children. However, one in 14 
children will experience the death of  a 
parent or sibling before their 18th birth-
day and 93 per cent of  children will ex-
perience a death that’s significant to 
them before their 18th birthday as well. 
That’s 93 per cent of  children who are 
going through these hard things and of-
ten they’re going through them alone.”

Grief  experienced by children is of-
ten under-recognized and under-sup-
ported, she said, with a prevailing 
school of  thought being that they’re 
young and will bounce back.

“But we all know that’s not true, and 
that’s why programs like HUUG are so 
important … and we are endlessly grate-
ful for the funding from (Trillium) that 
has allowed us to establish this program 
and demonstrate its importance here in 
the community so that we can continue 
it for years and years to come,” she con-
tinued. “(The program) will continue to 
support children, youth, and families 
who are experiencing serious illness, 
end of  life, or grief. Our goal is really 
to normalize these experiences. We 
know that this isn’t a statistic of  very 
few children. It’s a statistical norm that 
folks are going through this. We want to 
normalize the thoughts, the feelings, all 
those experiences that play into that for 
these families, and also do so in a way 
that is familiar and more comfortable 
for kids.”

Among the activities included in the 
HUUG program include arts and crafts, 
games, such as “Question Jenga” that 
help kids get to know each other and 
feel comfortable. One-on-one counsel-
ling is also offered, while parents can 
also be involved in the program, where 
counsellors can impart the tools they 
need to support kids who are also going 
through challenging times.

“I’m the local MPP here, but I’m also 

Minister of  Children, Community, and 
Social Services … when you think of  
the impact of  this program on young 
people, whether they’re dealing with a 
serious illness or a death in the family, 
and the support that you and your staff  
through the HUUG program provide, it 
goes a long way,” said MPP Parsa.

Added Mayor Mrakas: “This is a 
phenomenal place to be opening here 
in the Town of  Aurora. This hub is go-
ing to provide a place for people to have 
supports, connection, and to be able 

to learn through the grieving process 
and also through illnesses. I’m hearing 
about the stories about children that are 
grieving and losing a parent, and when-
ever you lose a parent, whether you’re 
a child or you’re an adult – I lost my 
dad last year, a very difficult time, but 
being able to get through it was being 
able to talk to people about it, so I can 
only imagine what it’s like for a child to 
lose a parent and what they have to deal 
with, so I thank each and every one of  
you for all the work that you guys do.”

Hospice, community celebrate opening of Wellness, Grief, and Caregiving Hub

Heart-shaped eats support King Township Food Bank
The King Township Food Bank’s annual Hearts for Hunger campaign returns 

this February, inviting residents to “Share the Love, Feed the Community.”
Now in its third year, the initiative continues to grow, with seven local estab-

lishments offering heart-shaped menu items and donating a portion of  their pro-
ceeds to the King Township Food Bank.

Returning participants Leonardo’s Smokehouse & Pizzeria, Schomberg Village 
Pizzeria and Si Lo So Pizza & Pasta are once again serving heart-shaped pizzas, 
with Si Lo So also offering heart-shaped ravioli.

New this year are Hollywood Pizza with heart-shaped pizzas, Grackle Coffee 
with heart-shaped cookies, Pine Farms Orchard with heart-shaped frittatas and 
brownies, and Molly’s Market with heart-shaped cookies, brookies and cupcakes.

Hearts for Hunger runs throughout February, with Schomberg Village Pizzeria 
and Molly’s Market offering specials until Valentine’s Day.

Every purchase strengthens the Food Bank’s ability to serve neighbours in 
need, a mission sustained for more than 20 years through the generosity of  the 
King community and the dedication of  volunteers.

Show your love in a delicious and meaningful way this February by supporting 
the King Township Food Bank through participating local businesses.
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No one has more self-confidence than the person who does a crossword puzzle with a pen.

CROSSWORD
CLUES ACROSS
1. Native American 
group of N. California
5. Geological times 

(Brit. sp.)
 10. Tool to remove
12. Rods
14. One who renews

 16. They precede C
18. Chatter incessantly
19. __ King Cole, 

musician
20. Insect parts
22. One from Utah

 23. The world of the 
dead
25. Singer Redding
26. NBA legend Nelson
27. Indicates wrongly
28. Unhappy
30. Anger
31. Dark brown
33. Some are in 

kitchens
35. Made a mistake
37. Damp

 38. Type of fuel
 40. Actor Damon
 41. What thespians do
42. One’s mother
44. Disallow
45. Swiss river
 48. A banana has one
 50. Philippines lake and 
volcano are two
52. Relative biological 
effectiveness (abbr.)
53. Agave
55. Journalist Tarbell
56. One-time tech giant
57. Indicates upon
58. Intestinal bacteria
63. Loose sheaths 
around the spinal cord
65. It goes with nook
 66. A fashion
 67. Very eager to hear 
or see
CLUES DOWN
1. Witch
2. Utilize
3. Writing utensil

4. Where rockers go 
to work
5. Subsides
6. Consume
7. Greek mythological 

figures
8. California mountain 

town
9. Tin
10. Muse of lyric and 
love poetry
 11. Animates anew
13. Humorous 
criticisms
15. Cool!
17. Worst
 18. Wet dirt
21. Designed to be 
useful
23. Hebrew unit of 
liquid capacity
24. High schoolers’ test
27. Computer device
29. Indian territory __ 
and Diu
 32. A place to sleep

 34. AI tool

 35. Pass or go by

 36. Indicates a purchase

 39. A digital tape 

recording of sound

 40. More (Spanish)

 43. Disfigured

 44. White (Spanish)

 46. Church building

 47. Georgia rockers

 49. Type of surgery

 51. Much __ about 

nothing

 54. Make by braiding

 59. Local area network

 60. Unit of work or 

energy

 61. Member of 

indigenous people of 

Thailand

 62. Liquefied natural 

gas

 64. Distance to top

Puzzle No. 262110 • Solution in the CLASSIFIEDS

KingWeeklySentinel

The Ontario government is invest-
ing $7 million in the Evergreen Brick 
Works Recovery and Climate Resilience 
project to protect one of  Canada’s first 
large-scale community environmental 
hubs and top destination for residents 

and tourists in the heart of  Toronto. 
The project showcases how climate-re-
silient infrastructure can help protect 
communities and keep residents safe 
from floods and other weather events.

“Evergreen Brick Works is a shin-

ing example of  how we can protect On-
tario’s natural spaces, infrastructure 
and economic opportunities, all in one 
place,” said Todd McCarthy, Minister 
of  the Environment, Conservation and 
Parks. “Not only will this investment 
preserve this beautiful space for fu-
ture generations, it will also serve as a 
model for truly sustainable urban de-
sign – supporting the development of  
stronger, more resilient infrastructure 
to protect our communities for years to 
come.”

The funds are being used to upgrade 
the Children’s Garden—an outdoor 
learning space that hosts more than 
10,000 youth annually—along with 
three restored heritage buildings of-
fering welcome space, Indigenous and 
ravine programming space, plus im-
proved outdoor commons for safety and 
public use.

Improvements to these spaces in-
clude:

Innovative stormwater systems in-
cluding rain gardens and permeable 
pavement to safely redirect water 
during heavy rainfall.

Elevated electrical and data infra-
structure to prevent flood damages.

Installing solar panels to generate 
power on-site for community events 
and reduce pollution.

Accessible seating, new lighting and 
improved safety features for the garden 
and amphitheatre.

Leveraging its national and provin-
cial networks of  innovators, Evergreen 
will provide best practices and practi-
cal lessons to municipalities, city plan-
ners, property managers and similar 
not-for-profit organizations, helping 
advance innovative, climate-resilient 
solutions across Ontario.

This project supports the govern-
ment’s plan to protect Ontario by work-
ing with municipal and other partners 
to build resilient, sustainable housing 
and infrastructure while strengthening 
local economies through homegrown 

tourism.
“This investment will help ensure 

Evergreen Brick Works remains a re-
silient, welcoming place where com-
munities can gather, explore, learn, 
and celebrate, no matter what climate 
challenges lie ahead. We will strength-
en critical infrastructure, enhancing 
nature-based solutions alongside cli-
mate technology for cooling, biodi-
versity, stormwater management and 
net-zero operations. By doing so, we’re 
not only safeguarding vital community 
programming for hundreds of  thou-
sands of  visitors each year, but we’re 
also supporting hundreds of  Ontario 
small businesses, artists, and commu-
nity organizations. We’re grateful for 
the Province of  Ontario’s partnership 
in making Evergreen Brick Works a 
living blueprint for sustainable, cli-
mate-ready infrastructure for resilient 
communities,” said Jen Angel, CEO, 
Evergreen.

For nearly a century, the Don Val-
ley Brick Works was one of  Canada’s 
leading brickyards, producing over 43 
million bricks every year. In 2010, Ever-
green, in partnership with the City of  
Toronto and Toronto and Region Con-
servation Authority, transformed the 
abandoned site into an environmental 
education centre focused on nature, 
culture and community.

Evergreen Brick Works is a model 
for sustainable design and green prac-
tices – featuring rain gardens, perme-
able pavements, rainwater harvesting 
systems and energy-efficient buildings. 
It supports over 100 small businesses 
and farmers, hosts major community 
events, and attracts hundreds of  thou-
sands of  visitors each year.

In summer 2024, Toronto experi-
enced a record-breaking storm that 
dropped 100 millimetres of  rain in just 
two hours, flooding the Brick Works 
under five feet of  water, and causing ex-
tensive damage to both the facility and 
surrounding parkland.

Ontario invests $7 million to boost tourism, climate readiness

CHATS celebrates La Dolce Vita 
in support of local seniors

CHATS – Community & Home Assistance to Seniors is pleased to announce 
Bubbles & Smiles – La Dolce Vita: A Taste of  Italy, a signature fundraising event 
taking place for the fourth year on Thursday, April 23, at 6 p.m., at The Event Mar-
ket in Newmarket.

This elegant evening features a sommelier-tutored wine tasting led by Ad-
vanced Sommelier Jeff  Roel, and an Italian-inspired menu created by Event Mar-
ket’s Chef  Michael La Porta, along with a warm, celebratory atmosphere inspired 
by Italy’s joyful spirit. Guests will sip, savour, and connect – all in support of  pro-
grams that make a meaningful difference for local seniors.

While the evening offers a refined culinary experience, its purpose is deeply 
rooted in community impact. Proceeds from Bubbles & Smiles support CHATS’s 
social and wellness programs, which help thousands of  older adults across York 
Region and South Simcoe, live safely, independently, and with dignity. These pro-
grams play a vital role in reducing isolation and fostering connection among se-
niors.

“CHATS is a vital resource in Aurora and the surrounding area for combating 
the isolation that so many older adults face,” said Michael Khalil, Sparkle Phar-
macy. “We are incredibly proud to partner with them on ‘Bubbles & Smiles’ to help 
ensure these essential, high-quality programs continue to thrive.”

He noted that Bubbles & Smiles is one of  those events that brings friends and 
neighbours together to embrace each other as a community. 

CHATS is currently welcoming local business participation through raffle do-
nations and sponsorship opportunities. Contributions such as gift certificates, 
products, services, or sponsorship support help make our events a success while 
providing valuable visibility and demonstrating meaningful community leader-
ship.

“Seniors thrive when communities come together,” said CHATS CEO Christina 
Bisanz, “Bubbles & Smiles is both a celebration and a positive way to ensure older 
adults feel connected, supported, and valued.”

For more information about the event, sponsorship opportunities, or raffle do-
nations, please contact:  mshaher@chats.on.ca
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Congratulations to King Township 
Minor Hockey Association, who orga-
nized the largest tournament of  its sto-
ried history this past weekend Jan. 30, 
31 & Feb. 1.

The tournament spanned over 9 ice 
pads throughout King Township and 
the GTA, it included 78 teams through-
out Ontario in the U10AA-U18AA age 
groups and over 500 hours of  game 
time.

The King Rebellion U10AA complet-
ed a tournament sweep, going undefeat-
ed in their five games, and winning the 
ultimate prize of  Tournament Cham-
pions on Sunday at a sold out Zancor 
Centre.

Unbelievable performances by their 
tandem goaltending of  Jadon Smith 
and Veer Dhaliwal, the King Rebellion 
started the tournament with 4 decisive 
wins that included two 3 goal come-
backs, one in game double team hat 
trick by Adrian Bianca and William 
Rossetto, a last minute GWG by Zayden 
Paolercio and heads up playing by Za-
vie Spears.

The Championship Finals were 
against the TNT Tornadoes, which was 
a rematch of  the Round Robin where 
the King Rebellion won 4-3, at the Hon-
ey and Barry Memorial Arena just the 
day before.

The King Rebellion played a full 
team first mentality game, where every 
player took an intricate role to ensure 
their victory. Forwards Francesco Mal-
locci (fiercely playing through a DTD 
injury), Tommy Han and Dylan Korn-

haber defensive positioning stifled any 
offensive chances from TNT. Defen-
sively, the pairings of  Edison Nunes & 
Matthew Zappula, Elliot Cinelli & Ju-
lian Montagnese playing some of  their 

best hockey this season throughout this 
tournament held TNT to only 1 goal in 
the finals.

After the King Rebellion controlled 
much of  the 1st and 2nd periods in a 
scoreless game, TNT struck first on 
the power play early in the 3rd period 
making it 1-0. Responding quickly, El-
liot Cinelli on the PP got free and let a 
laser beam go from the point, that the 
TNT netminder had no chance of  stop-
ping, tying up the game 1-1. After two 
beautifully placed goals (PP & GWG) 
by the tournaments point leader Henry 
Gunnell and an empty net to “seal the 
deal” from Marco Cannavo, the King 
Rebellion checked off  the box of  one 

of  their season goals, of  a Tournament 
Championship.

A big thank you to the fan and com-
munity support over the weekend 
that helped propel the U10AA’s to this 
Championship.

Next up for the King Rebellion is the 
chance on Saturday to clinch 1st over-
all for the 2025/2026 York Simcoe Mi-
nor Hockey League Season. The King 
Rebellion has held the first place posi-
tion (out of  12 teams in YS) the entire 
season with a record of  17-3-2 with 107 
Goals For & 58 Goals Against, and looks 
to check off  another box on their sea-
son goals.

Let’s Go Rebels!

King’s U10AA Rebellion crowned tournament champs

By Shellee Morning
King Curling Club

Friday evening Social League has 
9 teams on their roster this year, and 
with a points spread of a mere 6 points 
between first and 9th place means that 
any team can win.

The challenge is who will bring their 
A-game and deliver accurate weight 
and on the target of the broom.  This 
past week Team Glen Allen was up 
against Team Fiore Gagliardi; one 
of the league’s leaders. Allen, who is 
backed up by Heather Thompson, Pat 
Harrison and Karl Span, had the edge 
over Gagliardi and his squad of Mi-
chelle O’Brien, Ingrid Dick and Rebec-
ca Lascota. 

Points were exchanged during the 
close match-up but Allen grabbed the 
reins for the win.  The win not only 
moved Allen within 2 points of the 
leaders and 1 point back of 2nd, but it 
created a 3-way tie for first overall.

Teams Pizziacarola, Mellow-Gagliar-
di share top spot with Fiore Gagliardi 
after his loss with Allen. The second 
place team for now which belongs to 
Team Tom Allen (Glen’s father), but 
with the father/son match-up that is 
scheduled for this week, this game is 
anticipated to being a tight end for end 
game. Of course the winner will have 
earned the bragging rights that might 
just make the ride home rather inter-
esting.  

      
Women in action

In today’s sport, women are not only 
stepping into the limelight in more 
ways than one, but they are earning a 
lot of  respect from their peers within 
their various roles of the game.

The women at King Curling are also 
making a difference and receiving no-
table recognition.

The Thursday day league is home 
to 6 ladies teams that include many 
veterans and well-respected women in 
curling. The leader board has a slim 
point spread of 3 points between first 
and last place.

The tight standings indicate the 
parity of calibre that these legendary 
curlers show case each week. This past 
week Team Ruksa tied Team Bones 
while Teams Hampton and Lawrence 
found the winners circle. Hampton, 
Ruksa and Sinclair share top spot with 
10 total points while Bones sits alone 
with 9.

Lawrence has earned 8 and Dickson 
has 7 total points to round out the field.  
Down at ice level, the environment is 
competitive but once off the ice, the 
laughter and fellowship between the 
group is extraordinaire. 

Highlight reel

This week’s club highlight reel  be-
longs to Cameron Wells.

A Wednesday evening curler who 
has played in some big game situations 
back in his day, showed a lot of grit 
and patience  during his regular sea-
son game this past week.  Wells, who 
has played at a high school provincial 
level, Skips his team with a quiet calm 
demeanor who also provides a strong 
positive side to his leadership role.

He is backed up by the Pelligrini 
family of Steve, Barb, and Emma as his 
front end. With only a  3-person team 
this week, Wells led his team in the 
early frames to a 2-2 tie.

The game turned in favour for the 
opposition so when in the 6th end and 
facing multiple rocks Wells called for 
a tough double angle take-out. Act-
ing Vice, Barb Pelligrini called the 
line as Wells delivered while (spare) 
Ross Tripp got on the sweeping right 
away. Wells then jumped in to help 
with sweeping and the hit was perfect!  
The stone  eliminated the 2 opposition 
rocks and came to rest perfectly behind 
a group of guards.

It was a shot that collected high-
fives, fist bumps and left smiles all ar
ound.                                                                                

Takeout for takeout in tight standings

Cameron Wells of the Wednesday Evening 
Social League called and made a double 
angle take-out to score while facing mul-
tiple opponent stones to earn the club’s 
highlight reel of the week.

Photo by Shellee Morning

King Rebellion U10AAs were crowned Tournament Champions of the King Playo� Challenge Cup Tournament this past weekend 
going 5-0.

By Jim Stewart

It was a so-so 1-2 road trip for the Re-
bellion as King’s Junior A squad wound 
through Burlington, Georgetown, and 
Leamington last week.

The eighth-place OJHL West squad 
opened their three-game road trip with 
a narrow 2-1 loss to the Cougars in 
Burlington on Tuesday night.

Burlington forward Daniel Vasic 
opened the scoring at 15:49 of the first 
period. However, Owen Kahl pulled 
the visitors even with six seconds left 
in the opening frame with helpers from 
Justin Pavese and Lincoln Edwards. 
Andrew Bowness fired the game-win-
ning goal for the Cougars 12:30 into the 
second period and earned Burlington 
Captain Reid Forster his 31st assist of 
the season. 

In this goaltending battle between 
two OJHL Westrivals, Carter Vicen-
te turned aside 28 of the 29 shots he 
faced to earn the win for the sixth-place 
Cougars.  Rebellion netminder Logan 
Kennedy stopped 30 of the 32 shots in 
King’s tough loss at Central Arena in 
front of 105 fans. 

Rebellion forward Deacon King (who 
just committed to an NCAA D3 hock-
ey and golf scholarship in Connecticut 
starting in September) was concerned 
about his team’s lack of offensive fire-
power in Burlington against a team 
they are chasing in the standings: “We 
had a hard time finding the back of the 
net in Burlington.  It was a tough loss 
– really a four-point game with our 
teams in a battle for a better playoff 
spot.”

In his post-road trip reflection on 
Monday afternoon, King expressed his 
relief that the Rebellion took care of 
business on Saturday night in George-
town in a 3-0 win:  “Noah (Mavin) did 
his usual great job in net to get the 
shutout. We kept them to the outside 
to minimize good scoring opportuni-
ties.  I thought we dominated through 
the game and came out strong in the 
first period with three goals.  We kept 
up our attack all night.”

Pavese’s power play goal 3:38 in the 
opening frame, set up by Lucas Mani-
kis and Reggie Taylor, gave the Rebel-
lion a 1-0 lead over the Raiders.  Luca 
Astri’s fifth of the season, with helpers 
from Nathan Avrams and Adam Smee-
ton, gave King a two-goal lead at 17:48.

Fifty seconds later, Pavese struck 
again to provide the Rebellion with 
the fast start needed in a road game. 
Kahl and Edwards earned assists on 
Pavese’s 8th of the season.

Noah Mavin turned aside all 21 
shots he faced to earn his first shutout 
of the season and raise his SV% to .936 
– sixth-best in the OJHL. 

The Rebellion opened strongly in 
Leamington and battled the fourth-
place Flyers to a scoreless draw after 
20 minutes of play, much to the delight 
of 452 fans assembled at the Nature 
Fresh Farms Recreation Centre.  

At 3:53 into the second period, Ethan 
Walker’s power play goal gave the Fly-
ers a 1-0 lead.

The Rebellion responded five min-
utes later when Kahl finished Astri’s 
set up to tie it 1-1.

Mid-way through the second period, 
it looked like King might pull off its 
second consecutive upset in Leaming-
ton in nine days to follow up their 3-2 
victory over the Flyers on Jan. 22.

However, four goals in five minutes 
by the Flyers before the end of the peri-
od and four more unanswered goals in 
the third sealed the deal in the Rebel-
lion’s 9-1 loss.  

Despite the thumping to close the 
road trip, King felt his club was ready 
to play on Sunday night: “We felt good 
in the first period.  We were coming off 
a win on Saturday night and we beat 
Leamington last week in their barn. 
When they scored their first goal in the 
second, we responded right away, and 
we were playing well. Then they got 
four quick ones and their fans got go-
ing. We didn’t create enough noise as 
a team. We just have to move on from 
it with so many big games this coming 
week against Oakville, Niagara Falls, 
and Milton.  It’s a six-point week.”

Rebellion rolls out 1-2 record on road trip



King’s Corners
King City United
By Sheryl Sinka

New worship time!  Sunday, Feb. 8 
King City-York Pines United Church  
worships at 10:30 a.m. with Rev. Bill 
Fritz leading our worship hour at 50 
Elizabeth Grove.  Everyone is welcome 
to join in our journey as we explore 
faith and what it means to us.  

Last week, we were given three 
words to consider: accommodation, 
cooperation and dedication. These con-
cepts when looked at in the context of  
our lives and our faith, and when they 
exist in our interactions with others,  
support our ministry as we move in the 
world spreading the light of  Christ and 
love to all. God is with us.  May it be so 
in your lives this week and always.

The Book Club meeting has been re-
scheduled to Monday, Feb. 23  at King 
City United Church at 10 a.m. the club 
will be discussing the book “Service-
berry” by Robin Wall Kimmerer at that 
time. This book is a lovely treatise on 
gratitude and you don’t need to have 
read the book to join in. For more infor-
mation contact the office at 905-833-5181 
or kcuc@bellnet.ca  or to participate re-
motely on Zoom.

Fellowship Luncheon: Welcome to 
this York Pines United Church tradi-
tion and now King City’s too! Friends 
from the community are invited to this 
fellowship lunch when we will be try-
ing a new adventure for our group at  
Orchid Thai 15474 Yonge St. on the West 
side of  Yonge, north of  Wellington (just 
N. of  Aurora Hts. Dr.).  

We would like everyone to know that 
the church does have an accessible en-
trance and lift to the auditorium floor 
for anyone needing this assistance.

If  there are any pastoral emergen-
cies please leave a message at  the office 
at 905-833-5181.  

Please remember the King Township 
Food Bank in your givings.  Support 
through the food bank is an expression 
of  kindness and generosity for which 
so many are grateful. We encourage 
you to continue to help with donations 
of  food or financial donations.

King Bible Church

Join us on Sundays at 10:30 a.m. for 
our Sunday Worship service. Pastor 
Mark will be speaking on our sermon 
series; “The Unstuck Life.” We will also 
be streaming the service online at 10:30 
a.m. on Facebook and You Tube. 

Please visit our website for links 
and further information: www.kingbi-
blechurch.com If  you have any ques-
tions please email: Lisa Lethangue 
(lisa@kingbiblechurch.com) Adminis-
trative Assistant, King Bible Church, 
1555 King Rd., King City, 905-833-5104.

King City Seniors (55+)
By Carolyn Kanitz

Upcoming events at KCSC: 
Friday, February 6 – 10 a.m. – Presenta-

tion – Mark Shimor of  RBC will discuss 
fraud and seniors. Registration requested.

Friday, February 13 – 10 a.m. – Work-
shop – Angela will provide a hands-on 
workshop in which valentine décor will 
be created. Cost $10/pp due by January 
30.

Friday, February 20 – from 11:30am – 
Potluck Lunch – Come out and enjoy a 
delicious buffet. Each attendee is asked 
to bring either a main course item or a 
dessert.

Friday, February 27 – Presentation 
– Kathy from Vaughan Community 
Health will discuss Type 2 Diabetes.

The following activities are offered 
at the King City Senior Centre. 

Monday mornings: 10 a.m., 11 a.m. – 
Mobility Matters.

Monday afternoons: 1 p.m. – Music 
and Movement/Cribbage. Monday af-
ternoons: 2 p.m. – Crochet class.

Tuesday mornings: 9:30 a.m. – Line 
Dancing. Tuesday mornings: 11:15 a.m. 
to 12:15 p.m. – Bone Fitness (must be 
registered with the Township).

Tuesday afternoons: 1 p.m. – Bid Eu-
chre.

Wednesday mornings: 10 a.m., 11 
a.m. - Mobility Matters.

Wednesday afternoons: 1 p.m. – 
Bridge.

Thursday mornings: 9:30 a.m. – Gen-
tle Motion (similar to Tai Chi).  Thurs-
day mornings, 11 a.m.– Qigong (must 
be registered with the Township).

Thursday afternoons; 1 p.m. – Carpet 
Bowling. 

Friday mornings: 9:30 a.m. – Art 
Class (2nd & 4th Friday of  the month at 
Laskay Hall).

Friday afternoons: 1 p.m. – Progres-
sive Euchre.

You may contact KCSC at 905-833-6565 
or kingcity.seniors@gmail.com

King City-York Pines

The merged United Churches of  
York Pines and King City invite you, 
friends and neighbours to join us for 
our monthly fellowship luncheon, a 
well loved tradition of  York Pines. 

If  there are any pastoral emergen-
cies please leave a message at  the office 
at 905-833-5181.  

Please remember the King Township 
Food bank in your givings. Support 
through the food bank is an expression 
of  kindness and generosity for which 
so many are grateful. We encourage 
you to continue to help with donations 
of  food or financial donations for the 
many needing assistance.

Sacred Heart Church

Exposition of  the Blessed Sacra-
ment, February 6: Silent Adoration 
begins at 3:30 p.m., Benediction at 6:30 
p.m., Celebration of  Mass at 7 p.m. 
First Friday Adoration following the 
7 p.m. mass. The Sacrament of  Recon-
ciliation is available before Exposition. 
The evening consists of  Adoration of  
the Blessed Sacrament, personal quiet 
contemplation, hymns of  praise and 
worship, and the Rosary of  the Father. 
Those who are fasting are encouraged 
to bring some light refreshments to be 
shared at midnight in the parish hall.

The First Saturday Mass begins at 
8:30 a.m. You may join at any time and 

can stay as long as you want. Access is 
through the doors between the Church 
and Parish Hall.

Rectory: 905-833-1161. Email: sacred-
heartki@archtoronto.org Website: sa-
credheartki.archtoronto.org 

Facebook & Instagram: Sacred Heart 
Parish King 

Kingcrafts Studio
Spring Artisan Sale

Join us for our annual Spring Studio 
Sale featuring 40+ local artists. 

Shop unique handcrafted items and 
gifts: card making, decorative arts, 
enamelling, fibre art, fine art, fused 
glass, jewellery, leather art, needle-
work, pottery, stained glass, rug hook-
ing, wire sculpture, weaving.

The sale runs Friday, and Saturday, 
April 24 and 25, 10 a.m. to 8 p.m. and 
Sunday, April 26, 10 a.m. to 4 p.m.

St. Andrew’s
By Kathy Patterson

Welcome to St. Andrew’s, King City!  
Our Morning Worship is at 10:30 a.m. 
Join us afterwards for coffee time. For 
last Sunday, Feb. 1, we were on letter 
“E” for Pastor Alison Agnew’s sermon 
series. “E” was for Example, taken from 
I Timothy 4:12, where Paul is writing to 
Timothy, who is much younger and is 
encouraging him how to live as a Chris-
tian. This idea for the sermon series 
came from Alistair Begg’s book called 
“C is for Christian: An A-Z Treasury of  
Who We Are in Christ.” Check us out 
on our website: standrews-kingcity.ca 

We’ve planned for many events and 
we hope you can come!

First of  all on Sunday, Feb. 15 at 10:30 
a.m. we’re having a joint service with 
our space-sharing partners, The King 
City Well Church. All are welcome!

We’re bringing back a “Life Con-
nect  Group,” leading up to Easter. It’s 
“Thursdays at Three,” at the church. 
It will be a great time of  casually get-
ting together over coffee and bringing 
our prayers for peace, unity, healing, 
compassion and guidance for our lives, 
community, and the world. They will be 
on Feb. 19, 26 and March 19 and 26.  

The Annual Congregational Meeting 
is Feb. 22, following our Morning Wor-
ship Service and pizza lunch! 

Don’t forget the “Souper Bowl.” 
We’re collecting tins of  soup, stews, 
chilis, ravioli and crackers for all of  
February for KTFB. 

Also, Mark your calendars for Fri-

day, March 6. St. Andrew’s is hosting 
the World Day of  Prayer in the morning 
and there will be a Light Lunch follow-
ing. The Theme country is Nigeria. All 
are invited.

For pastoral care, please call the of-
fice to speak with the Rev. Alison Ag-
new, or your Elder – 905-833-2325. 

All Saints Anglican Church
By Kit Woods

This past Sunday, our church cele-
brated something joyful and hopeful: 
the confirmation of  three young peo-
ple and the reception of  a new member 
into the Anglican Church. Over the 
past months, they have walked together 
with other candidates from across our 
deanery, learning, praying, and grow-
ing in faith under the guidance of  Can-
on Erin and other clergy.

Confirmation is not simply a ritu-
al or a church milestone. It is a public 
commitment and a promise to contin-
ue walking with God, with the Church, 
and with one another. It is a moment 
that says, “I choose this path of  faith, 
even when it is not easy.”

In her sermon, Canon Erin reflected 
on the prophet Micah’s powerful ques-
tion: What does God want from us? The 
answer, Micah reminds us, is beautiful-
ly simple and deeply challenging: Do 
justice. Love kindness. Walk humbly 
with your God. 

These three invitations shape what 
it means to live as people of  faith, not 
only in joyful moments like confirma-
tion, but in every season of  life.

This becomes especially clear as our 
community also prepares to gather this 
Saturday, Feb. 7 at 1 p.m., for the Cele-
bration of  Life for Michael Springford, 
which will be live-streamed on our web-
site for those who cannot attend in per-
son. In moments of  loss, we discover 
how deeply we need one another, and 
how much we rely on God’s presence as 
we walk through grief.

In both celebration and sorrow, our 
faith calls us to walk together with hu-
mility, compassion, and hope. We walk 
with those taking their first public 
steps in faith, and we walk with those 
who mourn. We walk with God, trust-
ing that we are never alone.

In this way, our church becomes not 
just a place of  worship, but a communi-
ty that lives Micah’s words in real time 
– seeking justice, practicing kindness, 
and learning, day by day, what it means 
to walk humbly with God.

We invite you to walk with us.

Nobleton &
Schomberg

United Churches
By Nancy Hopkinson

Sunday (Feb. 8) is the annual SOUPer 
Bowl Fundraiser to support the King 
Township Foodbank. Please bring 
soups, crackers and/or money. This 
fundraiser began in the 1990s with a 
Presbyterian minister in South Caroli-
na who was concerned about those who 
could barely afford to feed their fam-
ilies while those watching the Super-
bowl game had plenty.

Since then over $220 million in food 
& funds have been raised around the 
world to support local food banks & food 
programs. Preferred soups are: Chunky 
soups, beef  stew, mild chili, Habitant 
soups, Campbell’s condensed soups and 
Knorr dehydrated soups. Cans of  salm-
on or tuna are also welcome.

We welcome Rev. Richard Gardner 
back this week from his work with the 
wider church. We want to thank wor-
ship leader Doug Reid for organizing a 
nice service last week. We wish Doug 
well in his recovery after a recent fall.

Our regular services are 9:30 a.m. at 
Schomberg and 11:15 a.m. at Nobleton. 
We warmly welcome everyone, even 
if  you just want to drop in for a short 
prayer. If  you do stay for the service, 
we invite you to have coffee or tea and 
some snacks afterwards.

Our next Schomberg Senior’s Lun-
cheon is Tuesday, Feb. 10 at 11:15 a.m. 
at St. Mary Magdalene Church in 
Schomberg. The meal will be Ruthie’s 
chicken casserole served with a green 
salad with maple syrup dressing. Des-
sert will be apple cranberry crisp with 
ice cream. The entertainment will be 

provided by Joe Crone from Aurora, 
singing ‘50s and ‘60s music.  Joe has 
entertained us before and is recently 
back in Canada after travelling around 
the world with his family. Please RSVP 
with Sheila Kelly (905-939-2315 or 905-
751-5190) if  you plan to attend as space 
is limited. Although the meal is free, 
donations are appreciated to defray 
costs.

The Schomberg United Church Wom-
en will meet on Thursday, Feb. 12 at 1 
p.m. at St. Mary Magdalene Church. Ev-
eryone is welcome to attend. The theme 
of  hearing and discussing stories of  
Women in the Bible continues. Please 
bring scissors and glue to make Valen-
tine cards!

Our next Messy Church is Monday, 
Feb. 23 at 5 p.m. at Nobleton United. The 
activities and crafts (5-6 p.m.) are based 
on different Bible stories. “The Lost 
Sheep” is February’s theme, emphasiz-
ing Jesus’s love for every one of  us. At 
6 p.m. we have story time until 6:15 p.m. 
when we eat. Children must be accom-
panied by a responsible adult. One ac-
tivity is always decorating a cookie in 
the theme of  the day. Please let Nancy 
Hopkinson know (text 416-316-5064 or 
email nancykhopkinson@gmail.com) 
if  you would like to attend, as we need 
to have enough food for everyone.

On Wednesday mornings, we have 
a Zoom Coffee chat (10 to 11 a.m.). We 
talk on a huge variety of  topics, mainly 
current events. You are welcome to join 
us. Just send me a message nancykhop-
kinson@gmail.com to request the link.

Schomberg United Church meets 
at St. Mary Magdalene Church, lower 
level, 116 Church St., Schomberg. It is 
accessible. Nobleton United Church 
meets 6076 King Rd., Nobleton. It has a 
wheelchair ramp and a chair lift to go 
up the 7 steps to the Sanctuary. To con-
tact our churches phone 905-859-3976.
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SEE FEBRUARY 19TH 
PAPER FOR YOUR ISSUE 
OF RESALE HOMES 
COLLECTIONS.
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B R O K E R  /  O W N E R

A  T R U S T E D  R E A L T O R  I N  K I N G  S I N C E  1 9 8 8

T H E  B E S T  M O V E  Y O U  C O U L D  M A K E

West Signature Realty Inc., Brokerage
Independently Owned & Operated

416-617-1724 • joesellsking@gmail.com

JOESELLSKING.COM

EXPERIENCE MATTERS
� ank you KING for 37 wonderful years!

SCHOMBERG
Renovated country home

on a
1 acre private treed lot!

KLEINBURG
Renovated adult lifestyle
1455 SF condo for sale.

FOR LEASE - KING CITY
Updated detached

4 bedroom home for lease.
Call Joe for more info!

KING
10,000 sf home design

inspired by Frank Lloyd Wright,
on 17 private acres!

SCHOMBERG
Stunning century home on a private
treed lot with pond, fully restored,

shows like a model home!!

KING
52 acres in prime sought a� er

location with custom built
estate home!

SCHOMBERG
Renovated 4 bedroom home,

walking distance to the
downtown core!

FOR LEASE - NOBLETON
Stunning end unit home for lease.

Residential and/or commercial live/work 
uses permitted.

Matthew 19:26

-

-

with God
all things

are possible
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How to start:
CREATE A GENTLE WIND-DOWN RITUAL. 
A consistent, mindful routine tells your body it’s safe 
to slow down your senses and dri�  o� . Here are some 
elements you can incorporate into your wind-down 
routine:

• Dim the lights an hour before bed to let your body 
ease into evening mode

• Stretch slowly and gently to encourage your mus-
cles to relax

• Try a mindfulness exercise such as focusing on the 
sensation of breathing, and acknowledging thoughts 
that come up, then returning focus to your breath

• Enjoy a soothing cup of herbal tea to signal to your 
body it’s time to rest. Th e warm liquid will help re-
lax your body and can make you sleepier, while the 
herbal ingredients can have a calming eff ect on your 
body and mind.

• You can also consider gentle herbal supplements, 
such as ValeriCalm from Canadian producer St. 
Francis Herb Farm, which can help ease tension and 
promote a calm transition to rest.

UNPLUG FOR THE NIGHT. 
Your body is wired to interpret bright lights as 
meaning that it’s daytime. Phones, TV and computer 
screens can trick your body into staying awake. 
Swap bright screens for a book, and make sure you 
have enough light to read by. If you’d rather wind 
down in the dark, consider a calming playlist to help 
quiet your mind.

BETTER SLEEP MEANS BRIGHTER DAYS 
WITH MORE ENERGY. 
Improving your sleep just takes some self-kindness 
and a few intentional nighttime moments.

www.newscanada.com

BEWell
YOUR BEAUTY, HEALTH & WELLNESS GUIDE

(NC) A new year is the perfect time to reset your sleep routine and reclaim truly restorative rest. 

Good sleep strengthens immunity, sharpens focus and lifts your mood, but it can fall by the wayside when schedules fi ll up. 

A few mindful tweaks to your bedtime routine can help you recharge and wake up ready for the day ahead.

SLEEP SMARTER IN 2026: 

Resolutions for more restful nights

905-859-5170

Your Neighbourhood Dentist

Dr Diane Contino and Associates

• Free Take-Home Whitening
   for new patients

• Implants, root canals and
   cosmetic dentistry

• On-call 24 hours a day,
   7 days a week,
   for emergencies WeTkids!

Make your smile bright 
as the winter sun!

13305 Hwy 27, Tim Hortons Plaza
www.nobletonfamilydental.com
info@nobletonfamilydental.com
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SIMPLE WAYS TO START 
2026 STRONG

(NC) A new year brings fresh opportunities to make positive 

changes for yourself, your loved ones and even your home. 

From improving sleep and caring for pets to saving energy and tackling habits you want to leave 

behind, these practical ideas can help you start 2026 feeling focused and supported.

INCREASE YOUR CHANCES OF  QUITTING SMOKING
Thinking about quitting smoking in the new year? You don’t have to do it alone. Free quit line 

services across Canada provide confi dential, non-judgmental support from trained experts, avail-

able by phone or online. They can help you build a personalized quit plan and share strategies for 

managing cravings. With the right tools and guidance, your chances of quitting successfully can 

double—or even triple. gosmokefree.gc.ca/quit

SLEEP SMARTER IN 2026
Better sleep means brighter days. Start the new year by creating a calming bedtime routine: dim 

the lights, stretch gently, sip herbal tea and unplug from screens. Consider natural supports that 

promote rest, such as those from St. Francis Herb Farm, alongside habits that help signal bedtime 

to your body. A few mindful tweaks can help you recharge and wake up ready for the day ahead. 

stfrancisherbfarm.com/sleep-support/

GIVE YOUR PETS A HEALTHY START
Pets thrive when their mental and physical needs are met. Try indoor foraging games to keep 

their minds active, and outdoor walks or agility play for regular exercise. At mealtime, look for 

foods rich in high-quality protein. Many leading pet foods include ingredients like canola meal, a 

Canadian crop that provides essential amino acids to support overall health. Healthy choices ben-

efi t every family member, including pets.hellocanola.ca

SMART ENERGY-SAVING TIPS FOR YOUR HOME
Did you know that 64 per cent of a home's energy use goes to heating? Improve your home’s 

effi  ciency by adding insulation and sealing gaps

www.newscanada.com

BEWell

Tucked into the heart of Nobleton in 
King Township, Nobleton Family Dental 
is more than just a place for checkups and 
cleanings—it’s a welcoming space where 
families feel cared for, understood, and 
genuinely valued. With a strong focus on 
overall oral health and long-term wellness, 
the practice has become a trusted part of 
the community it serves.

Owned and led by Dr. Contino, No-
bleton Family Dental reflects a philoso-
phy rooted in balance, compassion, and 
connection. Practicing dentistry since 
2011, Dr. Contino brings not only clinical 
expertise but also lived experience to her 
role. As a mother and business owner, 
she understands the realities of busy 
family life and the importance of making 
healthcare approachable, respectful, and 
stress-free. Her passion for wellness ex-
tends beyond dentistry—she enjoys yoga 
and fitness activities, and that holistic 
mindset is woven into the culture of the 
office.

�e team at Nobleton Family Dental is 
a close-knit group of 13, including three 

front desk sta�, six hygienists, two doctors, 
and one dental assistant. Together, they 
create an environment that feels friendly 
and personal from the moment patients 
walk through the door. Every visit is guid-
ed by kindness, patience, and respect, with 
an emphasis on education and prevention 
so patients of all ages can feel con�dent 
about their oral health.

Families are at the centre of everything 
the practice does. From children coming 
in for their �rst dental visit to parents and 
grandparents maintaining lifelong oral 
health, Nobleton Family Dental is commit-
ted to supporting patients at every stage of 
life. �at dedication has not gone unno-
ticed— the o�ce has proudly received the 
Readers’ Choice Award for Best Dental 
O�ce for eight consecutive years, a re�ec-
tion of the trust and appreciation of the 
community.

At Nobleton Family Dental, caring for 
smiles goes hand in hand with caring for 
people. It’s a place where health, family, 
and community come together—one smile 
at a time.

Health, family and community 
- one smile at a time

M

1-888-622-7345
1265 19th Sideroad
King City, ON, L7B 1K5
Kinganimalhospital.com

LEARN MORE

Our Mission: To ensure that every animal 
has access to the most compassionate and 
committed care possible.

SPECIALTY AND 24/7 
EMERGENCY HOSPITAL
FOR SMALL ANIMALS AND EQUINES
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With so much to do each winter, it’s espe-
cially problematic when you come down with 
a cold. However, winter tends to be cold and 
� u season in many areas, as viruses tend to 
spread more easily when people spend more 
time indoors. � is winter, people may wonder 
if their sni�  es indicate they have a cold, the 
� u or a sign of something more serious, such 
as COVID-19 or respiratory syncytial virus 
(RSV). Anyone unsure of what’s behind a cold-
like illness is urged to speak with their physi-
cian. In addition, the National Foundation for 
Infectious Diseases notes that the common 
cold, the � u, COVID-19, and RSV present 
some similar symptoms, but also some unique 
ones. � ough each illness is complex, the fre-
quency with which some symptoms present 
may indicate which issue a person is dealing 
with. Knowledge of those symptoms and their 

frequency can help people determine if the cul-
prit behind their winter illness is a cold, the � u, 
COVID-19, or RSV.

COLD
• Aches: Sometimes
• Diffi  culty breathing: Rarely
• Fatigue: Sometimes
• Fever: Rarely
• Loss of taste or smell: Rarely
• Sore throat: Oft en
• Wheezing: Rarely

FLU
• Aches: Oft en
• Diffi  culty breathing: Rarely
• Fatigue: Oft en
• Fever: Oft en
• Loss of taste or smell: Rarely

• Sore throat: Sometimes
• Wheezing: Rarely

COVID-19
• Aches: Sometimes
• Diffi  culty breathing: Oft en
• Fatigue: Oft en
• Fever: Sometimes
• Loss of taste or smell: Sometimes
• Sore throat: Oft en
• Wheezing: Rarely

RSV
• Aches: Rarely

• Diffi  culty breathing: Sometimes
• Fatigue: Rarely
• Fever: Sometimes
• Loss of taste or smell: Rarely
• Sore throat: Rarely
• Wheezing: Oft en

Individuals who are concerned by the presence 
of cold- or � u-like symptoms are urged to speak 
with their physicians. � ough many instances of 
cold, � u, COVID-19, and RSV will go away with-
out medical intervention, each condition can pose 
a signi� cant health risk in certain situations.

Books transport people to diff erent times, provide a sense of escapism 

and introduce readers to diff erent schools of thought. Individuals may 

read for pleasure and/or to expand their intellectual horizons. 

It’s important to note that reading also may help improve mental and 

physical health. With so much to gain from reading, now is a great time 

to embrace those book clubs, resolve to read more and explore how 

picking up a good book may be just what the doctor ordered.

REDUCES STRESS
Immersing yourself in a story requires focus and concentration. According to researchers at the 
University of Sussex, it took just six minutes of reading for study participants to experience slower 
heart rates and reduced muscle tension. 
Stress is one of the biggest threats to overall health, as the stress hormone cortisol can lead to 
in� ammation in the body that may impede the immune system, according to Piedmont Health. 
Finding ways to reduce stress, including through activities like reading, is a win for anyone who 
wants to improve his or her health.

IMPACTS LONGEVITY
According to the 2016 study, “A chapter a day: Association of book reading with longevity,” by 
Bavishi A, Slade M.D., reading exerts its in� uence on longevity by strengthening the mind. Read-
ing positively impacts the way the brain creates synapses, optimizing neurological function. It also 
expands vocabulary, and helps with memory.

CHANGES THE BRAIN
A 2014 study published in Neuroreport determined reading involves a complex system of signaling 
and networking in the brain. As one’s ability to read matures, these networks become stronger and 
more sophisticated. MRI scans found that brain connectivity increased throughout studied reading 
periods and for days aft erward.

INCREASES EMPATHY
� rough literary � ction, readers are exposed to the situations, feelings and beliefs of others. � is 
can help a person develop a greater ability to empathize with others, according to Healthiline.

HELPS IMPROVE SLEEP
Reading is an e� ective way to wind down and relax before going to bed. It can be a positive night-
time ritual, provided one reads a paper book or utilizes an e-reader that is not backlit, as bright 
lights from digital devices may hinder sleep quality. In fact, doctors at the Mayo Clinic oft en suggest 
reading as part of a regular sleep routine.

REDUCES DEPRESSIVE FEELINGS
Individuals diagnosed with depression may feel isolated and estranged from other people. Books 
may reduce those feelings by helping a person temporarily escape his or her world into another. 
Also, books can serve as a common ground through which conversations over shared interests can 
begin with others.
Reading has many positive health bene� ts, which is why resolving to read more can be bene� cial.  

The impact of reading
on personal health

BEWell

Caring for an animal introduces structure into daily life. Feeding schedules, walks, medi-
cations, and routine veterinary visits all create gentle rhythms that anchor our days. � is con-
sistency can be especially meaningful during periods of stress, grief, or uncertainty, o� ering 
a steady focus beyond ourselves. Research in human wellness continues to show that routine 
and responsibility support emotional resilience, and pet care naturally reinforces both.

Pets also o� er something uniquely powerful: presence. Animals live very much in the 
moment. Whether it’s a dog greeting you at the door or a cat resting nearby, these quiet 
interactions encourage us to slow down, breathe, and engage more fully with the present. 
Many pet owners describe their animals as a source of comfort during di�  cult times, o� ering 
companionship without judgment.

Caring for a pet through illness, injury, or recovery can deepen that bond even further. 
While these moments can be emotionally challenging, they o� en strengthen empathy, pa-
tience, and communication within families. Access to specialized and emergency veterinary 
care, such as that provided locally at King Animal Hospital, allows pet owners to focus not 
only on treatment, but on comfort, dignity, and quality of life during vulnerable moments.

For those who choose to rescue, adopt, or foster, the sense of purpose can be especially 
profound. Opening your home to an animal in need, even temporarily, creates a meaningful 
connection rooted in compassion. Local organizations such as Dog Tales Rescue & Sanctuary 
play an important role in this journey, supporting adoption and fostering while giving ani-
mals the time and care they need to thrive. Many people describe fostering or adopting as a 
mutually healing experience, where both the animal and the caregiver bene� t.

� e human-animal bond supports wellbeing across all stages of life. Children learn empa-
thy and responsibility. Adults � nd balance and stress relief. Older adults gain companionship 
and routine. In every case, caring for animals strengthens our connection to others and to 
our community.

Caring for a pet is not always easy, but it is deeply rewarding. In giving our time, attention, 
and compassion to animals, we o� en discover a greater sense of purpose and wellbeing in 
our own lives. Sometimes right at home, and sometimes through the opportunity to help an 
animal in need.

To adopt and learn more about Dog Tales Rescue and Sanctuary, visit our Open Houses 
every Sunday from 12-4, Presented by Dog Tales Charitable Foundation.

https://www.dogtales.ca/open-house

The Healing Power

of Purpose:

How Caring for Pets
Supports Our Own Wellbeing
In an increasingly busy and often stressful world, many people are 

searching for ways to feel more grounded, connected, and purposeful. 

For many households in our community, that sense of purpose begins 

at home with a pet.

TravelIt's time to

TRAVEL CLINIC
SERVICES

YELLOW FEVER
Designated Vaccination

Centre

knowing you are ready

50 Dr. Kay Drive Unit A11 Schomberg, ON
905 590 7000
w w w. s c h o m b e rg v i l l a ge p h a r m a c y.c o m

Our team of Traditional Chinese Medicine and Acupuncturists were trained in China 
with many years of university teaching and clinical practicing experience for natural 
herbal formulas and acupuncture treatments.  We treat chronic rheumatoid arthritis, 
osteoarthritis, fi bromyalgia, infertility, irritable bowel syndrome, sciatic pain, Bell’s 
palsy and other chronic health problems...for pain reduction, symptoms release and control.

We also provide preventive treatments for other health related problems.

www.ontariopainclinic.com

Bolton
7 Norton Blvd.
647-620-7889

Orangeville
44 First Street
519-942-9826

Collingwood
210 Findlay Dr.
519-942-9826

How to tell if 
it’s a cold, the 
fl u, COVID-19 
or RSV

There’s much to look forward to at the 

start of winter. The holiday season starts 

winter off  with a bang, while outdoor

enthusiasts know their chances to hit the 

slopes and ski and snowboard are just

beginning. Sports fans know January 

marks the return of the National Football 

League playoff s, while travelers who need 

a little winter warmth often designate 

February as a month to soak up some sun 

in a faraway locale.
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ADVERTISING RULES OF THIS NEWSPAPER
The advertiser agrees that the publisher shall not be liable for damages arising 
out of errors in advertisements beyond the amount paid for the space actu-
ally occupied by the portion of the advertisement in which the error occurred, 
whether such error is due to the negligence of its servants or otherwise, and 
there shall be no liability for non-insertions of any advertisement beyond the 
amount paid for such advertisement. All advertisers are asked to check their 
advertisements after first insertion. We accept responsibility for only one in-
correct insertion unless notified immediately after publication. Errors which do 
not lessen the value of the advertisement are not eligible for corrections by a 
make-good advertisement. There shall be no liability for non-insertion of any 
advertisement beyond the amount paid for such advertisement. We reserve the 
right to edit, revise, classify or reject any advertisement.

DEADLINES
Unfortunately deadlines do not allow us to take ads after 5:00 p.m. on Mon-
day. When there is a holiday Monday, the deadlines will be Friday at 5:00 

p.m. All ads must be paid in advance by deadline or the ad will not run. WE 
ACCEPT VISA, MASTERCARD, AND AMERICAN EXPRESS PAY-

MENTS OVER THE PHONE

Classifieds
Phone 905-857-6626 or 1-888-557-6626

or email admin@caledoncitizen.com

WE PAY CASH for 
scrap vehicles - any 
size. We also buy 
construction and farm 
equipment. Open 7 
days a week. Call 
905-859-0817 (Peter)

Beeton 2 bedroom apart-
ment for rent. Central air, 
in house laundry. Main St 
above an office. $1700 
month plus Hydro. Con-
tact 905-936-4216

 505  GENERAL HELP WANTED

406 VEHICLES WANTED

 201 APARTMENTS 
FOR RENT

Porsche 356/911/912, 
Jaguar E-Type or XKE. Tell me what you have, 

I love old classics especially German, British and Muscle Cars. 
Whether it’s been in the barn for 25 years, or your pride 

and joy that is fully restored. I’ll pay CASH. 

Call David 

905-367-7217

I WANT YOUR OLD CAR!

WANTED
CAR COLLECTOR SEARCHING

416-802-9999
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Come join a dynamic, fast paced, growing entrepreneurial
company looking for driven, enthusiastic sales representatives.
A rewarding, lucrative opportunity for the right candidate.

Zach Shoub
416-803-9940
zach@lpcmedia.ca

• Works Well with Deadlines and Budgets
• Organized with an Intermediate Knowledge
   of Microsoft Excel

COMPENSATION:
Base + Commission

 602 ARTICLES FOR SALE

A beautiful, custom made pendant. Contains 
a genuine silver Roman coin of Gordian III 
(AD 225-244). Solid 10 kt. gold frame and 
large bail, with genuine .20 diamond of 

above average cut and clarity. Measures just 
over 1 inch (3 cm.) in diameter and weighs 

10 grams. Asking $1,800.
Email mpavilons@rogers.com

Ancient Scythian short sword, dating to 
roughly 200 BC. A very nice, preserved 

specimen at 22” long. With wood stand. 
Scythian pommel swords (a variation of 

akinakes), were characteristic of Scythian 
and Sarmatian nomadic cultures in Eurasia. 

Discovered in Ukraine. Professionally 
cleaned and sealed with micro wax. A great, 

rare collectible. Asking $1,200.
Email mpavilons@rogers.com

SEASONED
FIREWOOD
647-237-5537

Face Cord $170
Bush Cord $500 

Smaller amounts also available.
We deliver.

1153 Canal Rd,
Bradford, ON L3Z 4E2

QUALITY FIREWOOD
Seasoned Firewood

$425/Bush Cord.
Fresh cut

$350/Bush Cord.
Call 905-729-2303 or

705-440-6450
Truckloads of firewood

logs now available

 610 FIREWOOD/
TREES

 610 FIREWOOD/
TREES 602 ARTICLES FOR SALE

Grass fed/finished Angus 
freezer beef for sale. Sides, 

quarters and bundles.

 Valleybrook Farm
905-460-4662, 

blackcow@sympatico.ca

ADVERTISING LOCALLY WORKS!

ABATE RABBIT PACKERS meat processing facil-
ity from Arthur immediately requires 16 Whole-
sale and Retail Butchers with a minimum of 2 to 
3 years of direct hands on experience in meat 
cutting and processing. Duties include cutting 
and sectioning of meat, skinning and removing 
blemishes, deboning rabbits and chickens, cut-
ting meat into specialized cuts and preparing for 
wholesale and retail sales. HS diploma or equiva-
lent required. Positions offered are permanent full 
time and salary is $16.00/hr for 42.5 hrs a week, 
OT after 44 hrs a week. Please apply in person at 
7597 Jones Baseline in Arthur, via email at joea@
abatepackers.com, via fax at 1-519-848-2793 or 
via phone at 1-519-848-2107.

 505  GENERAL HELP WANTED

 505  GENERAL HELP WANTED

WANTED:
Full-Time Accountant / Bookkeeper
A medium-sized construction company 
located in Bolton is seeking a full-time 

Accountant/Bookkeeper.
Responsibilities include:
• Accounts Receivable

• Accounts Payable
• Payroll

Please call: 416-677-7850

Nobleton Notes
By Angie Maccarone

St. Paul’s Church
By Linda Blydorp

We invite you to join us in person 
this Sunday at 10 a.m. Our Pastor, Jeff  
Loach, will lead the service this morn-
ing with a message entitled, “Through 
the Roof  Friendship” from Mark 2.1-
20.

We offer children’s ministry and 
nursery during the Sunday service. 
After worship, you are welcome to join 
us for a time of  fellowship over coffee 
and goodies. If  you cannot make it in 
person, our live-streamed broadcasts 
are available directly on stpaulsno-
bleton.ca or on our YouTube channel 
each Sunday at 10 a.m., or on demand 
at youtube.com/stpaulschurchnoble-
ton.

Our Junction Ministries serve our 
children and families each Sunday. 
FirstLink is our staffed ministry time 
with our youngest attendees, and Junc-
tion is an age-appropriate time of  teach-
ing with our elementary-aged children.

Our Youth LifeConnect Group meets 

every second Friday, with the next 
meeting being Friday, Feb. 13 at 7 p.m. 
This is a fun time with a range of  ac-
tivities open for all ages from Grades 7 
to 12. 

St. Paul’s monthly men’s group meet 
on the first Saturday of  every month. 
Our next meeting will be Saturday, Feb. 
7 at 9 a.m. Our mid-week LifeConnect 
small groups are a great opportunity to 
connect with others and grow in faith. 
Groups meet for discussion, study, and 
prayer throughout the week.   

St. Mary’s Mission
St. Patrick’s Parish

Mass Time Changes: St. Pat’s Church 
– 7:45 a.m. and 9 a.m. Sunday. St. Mary’s 
Church – 5 p.m. Saturdays; 10:15 a.m. 
and 11:30 a.m. Sundays.

St. Patrick’s Parish will celebrate 
its 150th Anniversary with Cardinal 
Francis Leo on Sunday, March 8, at 1:30 
pm. A 150th  Anniversary Gala, March 
7, with Irish entertainment at Copper 
Creek Golf  Course in Kleinburg. Tick-
ets are $150 and go on sale next week.

We are also creating a historical pho-
to directory. We will also be celebrating 
171 year anniversary of  St. Mary’s in 
Nobleton during 2026.

Nobleton Seniors (55+)
By Joanne Bailey
Program Chair

Please register for each program you 
plan to attend. Material and food are 
purchased according to the number of  
people registered. Register online at 
townshipofking.ca or in person at the 
Trisan Centre, King City Seniors Cen-
tre or Zancor. 

Schedule change notice:
Mobility Matters – Tuesdays 12:15 to 

1 p.m. and 1 to 1:45 p.m. Fridays 2:15 to 3 
p.m. and 3 to 3:45 p.m. Participants are 
welcome to bring their own weights, 
balls and resistance bands. 

The following planned activities 
start at 10 a.m. at the Nobleton Arena in 
the Senior Program Room.  

February 12 – Ministry Transpor-
tation of  Ontario. Joy Schwartz Re-
gional Strategic Outreach Coordinator 
will discuss testing requirements and 
licensing for seniors over 80, trends & 
statistics for older drivers. 

February 19 – Heart to Home – Tra-
ditionally Balanced Meals. Heart to 
Home will discuss their menu, how it 
caters to various dietary needs and the 
delivery of  the food. Sample foods will 
be  available to try.

February 26 – Frauds, Scams and Fi-
nancial Abuse. Mary Shkoury, Preven-
tion Consultant with Elder Abuse will 
talk about recognizing frauds, scams 
and financial abuse to seniors.

For more information on 55+ pro-
gramming, memberships and services 
visit king.ca/seniors or call 905-833-
6565.

Kingcrafts Studio
Spring Artisan Sale

Join us for our annual Spring Studio 
Sale featuring 40+ local artists. 

Shop unique handcrafted items and 
gifts: card making, decorative arts, 
enamelling, fibre art, fine art, fused 
glass, jewellery, leather art, needle-
work, pottery, stained glass, rug hook-
ing, wire sculpture, weaving.

The sale runs Friday, and Saturday, 
April 24 and 25, 10 a.m. to 8 p.m. and 
Sunday, April 26, 10 a.m. to 4 p.m.

Kingcrafts Studio is located at 12936 
Keele Street.

Nobleton Lions

Want something to brighten up the 
dark days of  winter?

More on Page B5
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Remember your loved
ones in a special way...
IN MEMORIAMS

$40 + HST
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804 SERVICES

ALL JUNK 
REMOVAL

416-876-2219

BASEMENTS • YARDS  
GARAGES • GENERAL CLEAN-UPS

SMALL MOVES • ODD JOBS
Very Reasonable Rates

Text pictures for a qute to:Call to enquire:
905-832-9655

or, text pictures to:
416-876-2219

808 STORAGE

If Drinking Has Become 
a Problem We Can Help

416-487-5591
Or Call Toll Free in Ontario

1-877-404-5591
ALCOHOLICS ANONYMOUS

www.aatoronto.org

STORAGE
AVAILABLE:

20 yard sea can con-
tainer for storage lo-
cated in Nobleton. 
Safe location. For more 
information, please call 
905-859-0817

909 PERSONALS

Please su� ort your local busine� es!

612 AUCTIONS/FLEA MARKETS

Kevin Scott

McArthur - Bessey
Auctions

McArthur - BesseyMcArthur - BesseyMcArthur - BesseyMcArthur - Bessey
AuctionsAuctionsAuctionsAuctions

Farm, Livestock, Estate, Home & Business
Auctions with experience & consideration

Please contact us at
Kevin 519-942-0264 - Scott 519-843-5083

mcarthurbessey@gmail.com
www.theauctionadvertiser.com/KMcArthur

Interested in absentee bids? Consigning in an upcoming sale? 
Joining our Referral Rewards Program? Give us a call to get started.

Call, text or email anytime. Call: 519-288-2228 • Text ONLY: 519-938-1315
Lyn@KiddFamilyAuctions.com  | www.KiddFamilyAuctions.com

438280 4th Line, Melancthon L9V 1S9 (North of Shelburne)

PRESENTS - SOME AWESOME UPCOMING AUCTIONS!
FEB 17–21ST – Straight Shooter Sale.  
Featuring a large selection of new, used and antique �rearms by makers 
like Winchester, Cooper, Kimber, Savage, En�eld, Mossberg, Remington, 
Husqvarna, Marlin, Browning, Ruger and more. In addition to �rearms, 
this auction offers a large qty of Hunting Gear, Militaria & Collectibles, 
Vintage Publications, Ammo, Brass & Bullets, Edged Weapons, Gun Parts, 
Reloading Tools, etc.

MAR 5TH & 6TH – Sports Memorabilia / Trains & Toys / Advertising 
Collectibles.

MAR 25-27TH – The Roger Hadfield Estate Auction for Militaria and 
Firearms.

APR 10TH – The Antiques, Collectibles and Quality Household Items Sale.

APR 17TH – The Canvas, Carvings & Keepsakes Sale - Art & Jewelry.

ADVERTISING RULES OF THIS NEWSPAPER
The advertiser agrees that the publisher shall not be liable for damages arising 
out of errors in advertisements beyond the amount paid for the space actu-
ally occupied by the portion of the advertisement in which the error occurred, 
whether such error is due to the negligence of its servants or otherwise, and 
there shall be no liability for non-insertions of any advertisement beyond the 
amount paid for such advertisement. All advertisers are asked to check their 
advertisements after fi rst insertion. We accept responsibility for only one in-
correct insertion unless notifi ed immediately after publication. Errors which do 
not lessen the value of the advertisement are not eligible for corrections by a 
make-good advertisement. There shall be no liability for non-insertion of any 
advertisement beyond the amount paid for such advertisement. We reserve the 
right to edit, revise, classify or reject any advertisement.

DEADLINES
Unfortunately deadlines do not allow us to take ads after 5:00 p.m. on Mon-
day. When there is a holiday Monday, the deadlines will be Friday at 5:00 

p.m. All ads must be paid in advance by deadline or the ad will not run. WE 
ACCEPT VISA, MASTERCARD, AND AMERICAN EXPRESS PAY-

MENTS OVER THE PHONE

Classifi eds
Phone 905-857-6626 or 1-888-557-6626

or email admin@caledoncitizen.com

NOAKES, Stephen “Steve” Allen
It is with heavy hearts that we announce the passing of Stephen 
“Steve” Noakes, who passed away on January 25, 2026, at the age of 69, 
surrounded by those who loved him.  Steve was the devoted and loving 
husband of Zana for 12 years. He was a cherished father to Jeremy and 
Michelle (Je�) Small, and a deeply adored stepfather to Edita, Senka, 
and Maja. He will be lovingly remembered by his eleven grandchildren, 
who brought him great joy and pride. He is survived by his sister, Sherry 
Noakes, and will be dearly missed by his extended family members and 
many friends.  Stephen proudly ran H.R. Noakes Plumbing & Heating 
for over 25 years and was a familiar, trusted face in the community. He was a lifelong sports 
enthusiast and respected hockey coach with the Schomberg Minor Hockey Association.  Stephen 
will be remembered for his kindness, strength, and the profound impact he had on the lives of his 
family and friends. He was known for his strong character, unwavering loyalty, and the genuine 
care he showed to everyone fortunate enough to know him. Donations can be made via cheque 
to Schomberg Minor Hockey Association or e-transfer to our Treasurer, Lori Van Noort at lori.
vannoort@kingminorhockey.com. A password will be required for the e-transfer. In keeping with 
Stephen’s wishes, cremation has taken place. A Celebration of Life will be held at a later date, with 
details to be shared by the family. Funeral arrangements have been entrusted to Lampman Funeral 
Home. www.lampmanfuneralhome.com

Nobleton Notes
From Page B4

Our first fundraiser of  the year is the 
poker tournament on Friday, Feb. 27, at 
the Dr. William Laceby Arena in Noble-
ton. For tickets, please contact Gunther 
Vetter at 416-807-5469 or any Lion.

Looking ahead to spring, Easter 
comes early this year and so does the 
Annual Easter Egg Hunt which will be 
held on Saturday, April 4, 10 a.m. at Tas-
ca Park. This is a joint event put on by 
all three Lions Clubs in King Township, 
working together.

Looking out further, on Sunday, May 
31 the Pet Valu Walk for Dog Guides will 
take place to raise funds for training 
dogs as service dogs. To donate, please 
visit https://www.walkfordogguides.
com/  and search Nobleton.

Regular meetings of  the Nobleton 
Lions Club are held on the second and 
fourth Tuesday of  each month from 
September to mid-June. The Lions con-
tinue to welcome new members with a 
heart to serve, both men and women. 
You may join us as a guest by contact-
ing Lion Jerry MacBain at nobleton-
lionjerry@outlook.com  .

To learn more about how the Noble-
ton Lions engage with both the local 
community and the wider Lions Inter-
national worldwide community, please 
visit our website which can be accessed 
by googling “nobletonlions.com”  At 
the website on the Upcoming Events 
page you will also see announcements 
for events offered by non-profit organi-
zations in King. If  you have an activity 
that qualifies, please contact Lion Jerry 
MacBain. You may also follow us on In-
stagram at nobleton.lions.club   

Book club

The Nobleton Book Club is resuming 
its in-person, monthly discussions of  
books at the Nobleton Library, located 
at 8 Sheardown Drive. The schedule of  
meetings is on the second Wednesday 
of  the month at 6:30 p.m. in the program 
room at the Nobleton Branch.

The Nobleton Book Club has been 
meeting regularly for over the past 13 
years; new members are always most 
welcome to join! Whether you have read 
the book or not, come by and check out 
these very interesting, lively and enter-
taining discussions. All these titles are 
available to borrow, for free, through 
the Nobleton Library and other King 

Township libraries. If  you have any 
questions, call Heather, the Branch Su-
pervisor, at the Nobleton Library at 905-
859-4188. Come and join this wonderful 
group of  Nobleton readers!

Here is the reading list for the Noble-
ton Branch Book Club in 2026:

Wednesday, March 11, 2026, The 

Heaven and Earth Grocery Store    by 
James McBride.

Wednesday, April 8, 2026              The 
Laundryman’s Boy        by Edward Lee.

Wednesday, May 13, 2026               Indi-
ans on Vacation              by Thomas King.

Wednesday, June 10, 2026 Diva, by                                           
Daisy Godwin.

Keeping King’s roads and sidewalks
safe and accessible during a winter snow

event is everyone’s responsibility

Residents and visitors must ensure that sidewalks and roadways 
remain unobstructed so the Township’s roads crew can do their job 
– keep vehicles off  both the sidewalks and roadways in addition to re-
moving anything that could block snowplows.  

Parking your vehicle on or overhanging the sidewalk or allowing 
your vehicle to overhang into the roadway is strictly prohibited. Vehi-
cles parked on the street that interfere with any snow removal opera-
tion or obstruct sidewalks at any time will be ticketed. Bylaw Services 
will regularly patrol the Township to ensure compliance, and parking 
infractions will result in a fine.

To report an issue, call ServiceKing at 905-833-5321 or email service-
king@king.ca.
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GERALD 
LADEROUTE

LAND CLEARING 
LIMITED

• REMOVAL OF
TREES, BUILDINGS,

OLD EQUIPMENT, ETC.
• BOBCAT SERVICE 

AVAILABLE
• WE CLEAR BUILDING 

LOTS, FENCE LINES, ETC.

416.996. 5998

PROPANE AND APPLIANCE SALES

866-952-0146

RESIDENTIAL • COMMERCIAL • INDUSTRIAL
INSTALLATIONS   SERVICE   DELIVERY

CARLINg PROPANE INC.
Toll Free 1-866-952-0146   www.carlingpropane.ca

DANIEL’S ELECTRICAL INSTALLATION
Electrical Lights • Chandeliers

Ceiling Fans • Tracklights • Repairs
Cable Light • Clean Chandeliers, Etc.

Cell: 416-456-5336  |  dagwtw5@gmail.com

Established 2001

ServiceServiceAT YOUR

LANDSCAPING

JUNK REMOVAL

DEMOLITION

CONTRACTORS

CENTRAL VAC ELECTRICAL

HEATING/AIR CONDITIONING

TO ADVERTISE, PLEASE CONTACT ZACH AT 416-803-9940

SUPPORT 
LOCAL 
SMALL 

BUSINESS

FOR SUPPORTING A LOCAL BUSINESS

OPEN

Concrete / Interlock

Fiberglass Pools

Excavation / Demolition

- Walkways   - Curbs   - Patios   - Walls

- Supplied   - Installed

FREE ESTIMATES

647-891-0937

437-882-5464            416-799-6994

Residential  |  Commercial  |  Industrial

sales@safealliancedemolition.com

Health and Safety Consulting
Exterior Mechanical Demolition

Interior Selective Manual Dismantling
Fully Insured & Bonded

P.O. Box 66, King City, Ontario  L7B 1A4

25
YEARS
EXPERIENCE

PAINTING

DALTON’S PAINTING
 • Interior & Exterior Painting
   FREE ESTIMATES

905-773-5811

PLEASE RECYCLE 
THIS PAPER.

ADVERTISING LOCALLY
WORKS!

PLUMBING

Residential & Commercial
Locally Owned & Operated. 
Licensed, Insured & Bonded

• Complete Bathroom Renovations

• Plumbing Rough-Ins • Pumps

• Flooring • Toilets & Faucets

• Service & Repairs

• UV Lights & Filters

• Sewer Cameras & Drain Cleaning

• Hot Water Tanks, Pressure Tanks, 
Water Softeners

www.theplumbingguy.ca
NO JOB TOO BIG OR SMALL
GUARANTEED BEST PRICE!

647-228-1999
1-866-652-1999

24HR EMERGENCY RESPONSE

647-290-1779     647-281-9992

Carbone 
Home Renovations

Windows & Doors • Drywall / Drywall Repair
Tile, Vinyl & Laminate Flooring • Basements

Full Bathroom Renovations • Fences & Decks 

RENOVATIONS

HANDYMAN AVAILABLE

Reliant Property Services Inc.
Mark • 416-738-6270 • relianthandyman.ca

25+ years experience.
NO JOB TOO SMALL.
• Roof/Eavestrough Repairs
• Interior Maintenance  
 & Installations
• Lighting for Home Security
• Electrical Services
• Electrical Vehicle EV Charger

Keeping Seniors 
in their Homes

Licensed Master 
Electrician
ECRA 7005257

reliantpropertyinc@gmail.com

ROOFING

Roofi ng Pros
* Shingles, Flat, Aluminum * Repair/Replacement

* Licenced & Insured * 20 Years Experience
* Financing Available
905 252-7767

www.TheRoofi ngPros.ca
Serving King Township, including 
King City, Nobleton, Schomberg
and surrounding areas.

1-877-713-6837  |  www.guaranteedroofi ng.ca
Located in King Township since 1994

The Local Roofi ng Experts That You Can Trust

ASK ABOUT
ROOF REJUVENATION

SAVE UP TO

85%
OVER THE COST
OF A NEW ROOF

• Family Owned & Operated for Over 30 Years
• Shingles, Flat Roofs, Repairs & More

• Fully Licensed and Insured

ROOFING
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ServiceServiceAT YOUR

WINDOWS  & EXTERIOR CLEANING

TO ADVERTISE, PLEASE CONTACT ZACH AT 416-803-9940

SUPPORT 
LOCAL 
SMALL 

BUSINESS

AD

TO ADVERTISE CALL 416-803-9940

If you are reading 
this ad, our 

advertising works!

Tree Removal  •  Trimming  •  Stump Grinding
Land Clearing  •  Storm Damage  •  24 hr Emergency Services

519-938-6996 branchmanagertreecare@gmail.com

519-878-4761

FREE QUOTE

www.godontreecare.com
godontreecare@gmail.com

Tree Removal
Stump Grinding
Tree, shrub, 
and hedge pruning
Full clean up 
and disposal
Fully Insured
Free Wood and 
Free Wood chips 

BORA  
TREE SERVICE

CLEAN TREE REMOVAL & MORE 
CALL or TEXT: (416) 820-4050

WILL BEAT ANY QUOTE

TREE SERVICESTREE SERVICESSECURITY

Scoop from
Schomberg

By Susan Heslop

Wiarton Willy predicted early spring 
this past Groundhog Day, but to be hon-
est I’m a bit skeptical myself, but still 
hopeful.  I’m sick of  winter, but I’m sure 
there are many who just love the cold 
temperatures and mountains of  snow, 
so if  that’s you enjoy.

King Township is looking for nom-
inations for the Volunteer awards, so 
if  you know someone who gives back 
to the community and is always ready 
to help, then submit their name before 
Saturday, Feb. 28, at King.ca/awards.

Looking for a place to skate out-
doors? Well Good news, the picnic shel-
ter at Cold Creek Conservation Area 
has been transformed (surprise!) into a 
seasonal outdoor skating rink.   

Lace up your skates and embrace the 
chill this weekend on the “backyard” 
rink built by Township staff.  

Free, unsupervised skating (max 25 
skaters at one time) is available daily 
from 8:30 a.m. to 4 p.m.; weather per-
mitting. 

For details, visit Coldcreek.ca.
Don’t forget you can now drop off  

your old blue boxes at either the Tri-
san, Zancor or Nobleton arena to be re-
cycled by February 27th. Please empty 
and clean your boxes before dropping 
them off.

Horticultural Society

The Schomberg Horticultural Soci-
ety has an exciting year planned and 
is accepting new members. If  you’re a 
seasoned gardener or novice there’s al-
ways more to learn so, consider joining 
this enthusiastic group. Here are some 
important dates to remember:

Tuesday, March 24, SHS General 
Meeting with Guest speaker Maria 
Shtembert on “Container Gardening,” 
along with a baking contest “Sugar and 
Spice & Everything Nice” baking con-
test and pizza party.

Tuesday, April 28, SHS General Meet-
ing with Guest speaker Kristen Mar-

tyn, “20 Facts about Backyard Birds.”
Saturday, May 9, Annual Plant Sale, 

Schomberg Community Farm 8 a.m. to 
2 p.m.

Tuesday, May 19, SHS General Meet-
ing, Guest Speaker Kathleen Gorsline, 
“Square Foot Gardening.”

Tuesday, June 23, SHS General Meet-
ing with Guest Speaker Karen Holling-
shead, “Soil to Table.”

Sunday, June 28, Annual Garden 
Tour, 10 a.m. to 4 p.m.

Tuesday, Sept. 22, SHS General Meet-
ing, Guest Speaker Cathy McDougall, 
“Sustainable Garden Hacks.”

Tuesday, Oct. 27, SHS General Meet-
ing, Guest Speaker – Brandon Hebor, 
“The Future of  Farming.”

Tuesday, Nov. 17, Annual General 
Meeting & Banquet, 6 to 9 p.m.

All events will take place at 
Schomberg Community Hall on Main 
Street, for more information please 
contact schomberghortsociety@gmail.
com 

Book club

Looking to stay warm and cozy and 
meet your 2026 reading goals? Join the 
King Township Public Library Bood 
Club. Each branch has its own clubs, 
and they meet the second week of  each 
month.  Schomberg has its next meet-
ing on Feb. 11 at 1-2 p.m. 

For this month’s book and to regis-
ter, visit your local branch.

Simcoe Currency Club

Interested in coin/currency collect-
ing? Wondering how to connect with 
other collectors? Come out and share 
your interest and learn from other 
collectors. The Simcoe Currency Club 
meets on the third Tuesday of  each 
month at the Cookstown Curling Club 
(18 Church St, Cookstown) at 7 p.m. 
Membership is $25 for the year. 

They have exciting draws, auctions, 
news, and a featured speaker every 
month. For more information visit 
their website simcoecurrencyclub.com 
or call 647-200-7007.

Schomberg Euchre Club 

Euchre is every Friday night at Tri-

san in Room A/B from 7 to 9 p.m. The 
cost is $10 for the evening or pay month-
ly for $20. All you need to know is how 
to play (no beginners please), how to 
laugh, enjoy an excellent group of  peo-
ple and not take the game or yourself  
too seriously. Please note that due to 
conflict we won’t be playing on March 
27.  

Schomberg 55+ 

General meetings start at 10 a.m. for 
coffee and 10:30 a.m. for meeting.

Monday, February 9 – Presentation 
– Lynda Quirino will give a talk on 
“Demystifying Ghostly Phenomena.” 
Lynda is the founder and president of  
the “Georgina Paranormal Society” 
and will be discussing the kinds of  
ways ghosts and spirits present them-
selves, and why they may be present 
in the first place. She’ll cover topics 
like poltergeist phenomena, orbs, 
portals and will be bringing along 
her equipment and give us all a live 
demonstration.

Weekly Events:

Monday afternoons – 2:15 p.m. – Mo-
bility Matters (Trisan Centre).

Tuesday afternoons – 1:30 to 3:30 p.m. 
– Bridge – in Multi Room B at Trisan.

Wednesday mornings – 10:45 to 11:45 
a.m. – Bone Fitness.

Wednesday afternoon – 2 to 4 p.m. 

– Mahjong –in the Curling Lounge at 
Trisan.

Thursday afternoons – 1 p.m. – Car-
pet Bowling - at Trisan. Thursday af-
ternoons – 3 to 4:30 p.m. – The Tight-
ly Wound ukulele group in the Multi 
Room B at Trisan.

Friday afternoons – 1 to 3 p.m. – Bid 
Euchre in Multi Room A at Trisan, 
newbies welcome

Friday afternoons – 2:15 p.m. – Mobil-
ity Matters (Trisan Centre).

Some new additions to our agenda 
that you might be interested in are

Mosaic Lamp Workshops with Art 
Masterclass Canada. Workshops are 
held twice a month. The next session 
is February 1 at either 10 a.m. or 2 p.m. 
at Best Western in Orangeville. The 
2.5-hour guided workshop includes all 
materials and Turkish tea service with 
treats. (Thanks to Ida Haelser for this 
suggestion).

Annual 2026 memberships remain at 
$20 for King Township residents, $25 for 
non-residents. For members that hold a 
valid Rec Pass at the Trisan Centre, the 
55+ membership fee is included at no 
additional cost.

Again, if  you find a lost dog or cat, 
please secure it and call Vaughan Ani-
mal Control at 905-832-2281, they are re-
sponsible for this area.

Please reach out with your events, 
stories of  happenings or anything you 
would love to see here sporter5952@
gmail.com or 416-460-5952.

Region hosts Happy Valley hike
Celebrate Valentine’s Day with a winter hike in the York Regional 

Forest. Explore scenic trails, discover the fascinating world of  animal 
courtship rituals and learn how wildlife adapts to the season.

On February 14, explore scenic trails at King’s Happy Valley Tract.
Afterward, warm up with a cozy cup of  hot chocolate and take in the 

beauty of  nature. Whether you’re sharing the day with someone spe-
cial or simply enjoying the peaceful outdoors, this experience promises 
a memorable Valentine’s celebration amid winter’s charm.  

The event takes place Saturday, Feb. 14 from 10 a.m. to 12 p.m. (all 
ages), and again from 1 to 3 p.m. (ages 18 and up).

Residents can join in at the Happy Valley Tract, 15430 7th Conces-
sion, King.
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*For full contest rules and regulations, please visit AutoShow.ca.

A support person necessary for the attendance 
of a person with disability is admitted free.
Please report to the Accessibility Ticket Booth, 
Level 200, North Building

YOU’LL LOVE THE 
AUTOSHOW TO PIECES

©2026 The LEGO Group
LEGO® 1950s Cadillac

BUY TICKETS ONLINE 
AT AUTOSHOW.CA

THE CANADIAN INTERNATIONAL AUTOSHOW
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