
• STEM & AP Programs
• University Preparatory
• Catholic Tradition of

Academic Excellence
• Tuition Assistance

• Visit our Brand New 
Theatre, Dining Hall and
Specialty Classrooms

Please register at
www.villanovacollege.org

or call 905-833-1909

You’re
Invited!

JOIN US AT OUR
WINTER

OPEN
HOUSE
Thursday,

February 5
9:30 am



VC by the 
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Grades

4-12ACRE
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U N I V E R S I T Y
P L A C E M E N T

420+
UNIVERSITY ACCEPTANCE
OFFERS FOR CLASS OF 2025

MILLION IN 
SCHOLARSHIPS



Leslie Whicher, J.D.

Office 905-727-1941 
Cell 647-609-2744

Integrity in Real Estate
SALES REPRESENTATIVE

January-April, 2021 • Individual | Residential

CANADA-WIDE

#1 Top Producer at Aurora/Newmarket branch, Re/Max Hallmark York Group Realty 2023

Rare Offering: Two lots totalling approx. 15 1/2 acres in the south part of King City 
within the village boundaries on King’s Official Plan! 10.75 and 4.68 acres in an 
area of estate residential and new residential development. Call me for details.

Defi ned by Service,
Expertise and Honesty
Call for a FREE Evaluation

of Your Home

416-274-8288
Email: homes@thebarclayteam.com

www.thebarclayteam.com

Realtron Realty Inc., Brokerage Independently owned and operated

Gemma Barclay
Sales Representative

JoeSellsKing.com
416-617-1724

A TRUSTED REALTOR SINCE 1988

DAVID CLAPP
THE

Real Estate Sales Representative Professional TEAM

416-938-5345
Direct

905-939-2000
Offi ce
dclapp@rogers.com

THINKING OF BUYING
OR SELLING
FREE HOME EVALUATION

EXPERT SERVICE
EXCEPTIONAL RESULTS

FREE Thursday, January 22, 2026 Volume 53, Issue 4
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By Mark Pavilons
Editor

Local Journalism
Initiative Reporter

Last week’s snowstorm kept many residents at home, 
and those who ventured out experience some of  the worst 
conditions in years.

The estimated 20-centimeter accumulation had King 
roads crews working day and night to clear streets and 
highways.

The Township declared a Significant Weather Event, 
and urged motorists to exercise caution if  venturing out.

Many programs and events were cancelled and several 
Township facilities closed.

A fleet of  25 plow trucks, graders and sidewalk plows 
began road and sidewalk operations on Jan. 14, focusing 
on opening priority roads and maintaining passability in 
high-traffic areas. Throughout the day, strong winds cre-
ated significant drifting, particularly on rural, open-expo-

sure roads, requiring repeated monitoring and additional 
passes.

On Thursday, Jan. 15, all roads and sidewalks were ser-
viced, with challenges due to parked cars as well as gar-
bage and recycle bins impeding/preventing servicing in 
certain areas.

Residents are reminded that on-street parking is pro-
hibited during a Significant Weather Event to allow for 
snow plowing, sanding, or salting. Parking on the street 
any time during snow clearing is a violation, with fines of  
$100, and vehicles can be towed. 

The Senior Snow Removal Assistance Program also 
launched earlier than usual (before road plowing was 
completed) on the afternoon of  January 15 in response to 
the significant amount of  snowfall. 

Road and sidewalk plows were out again on Jan. 16 as 
a much smaller weather system brought 2 more centime-
ters of  snow on Friday afternoon/evening. Work contin-
ued on throughout the weekend.

See ‘Tips’ on Page 7

King crews worked around the clock to clear snow
King Township’s road crews had to battle the elements to clean up during, and after last week’s “Signi�cant Weather Event.”
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A  T RU S T E D  R E A LT O R  S I N C E  1 9 8 8

T H E  B E S T  M O V E  Y O U  C O U L D  M A K E

416-617-1724
joesellsking@gmail.com

JOE SARACENI

West Signature Realty Inc., Brokerage
Independently Owned & Operated

B R O K E R  /  O W N E R

EXPERIENCE MATTERS

KING
10,000 sf home design

inspired by Frank Lloyd 
Wright, on 17 private acres!

SCHOMBERG
Renovated 4 bedroom home, 

walking distance to the
downtown core!

KLEINBURG
Renovated adult lifestyle
1455 SF condo for sale.

KING
52 acres in prime sought a� er

location with custom built
estate home!

NOBLETON
Stunning end unit

home for lease!

SCHOMBERG
Stunning century home on a private 
treed lot with pond, fully restored, 

shows like a model home!!

SCHOMBERG
Renovated country home

on a
1 acre private treed lot!

Matthew 19:26

-

-

with God
all things

are possible

Independently Owned & Operated905.841.4809 (Cell)     www.brianspeers.ca

Residential &
Commercial

Your Sales
Representative  
in King &
New
TecumsethFOR

SALE

Considering Buying or Selling?
Call BRIAN SPEERS

32 Church Street,
Schomberg,
1 bed, 1 bath Condo

32 Church Street,
Schomberg,
2 bed, 2 bath Condo

SOLD

By Mark Pavilons
Editor

Local Journalism
Initiative Reporter

Long-serving councillor and corner-
stone of  the community Debbie Schae-
fer, is retiring.

Schaefer made the announcement at 
the Jan. 12 council meeting, noting she 
won’t seek re-election i this fall’s mu-
nicipal election.

“Being the Councillor for Ward 5 has 
been an experience I have loved. I have 
won 4 municipal elections starting in 
2010. During each term, I have given 
‘my all’ while serving my constituents 
and the Township as a whole,” she said.

She mentioned her service has been 
a “privilege” and this is unlike any oth-
er “job.”

From the satisfaction of  meeting the 
needs of  a resident, to the frustration 
and disappointment of  failing to do so, 
it’s been a great experience. Schaefer 
took her responsibility seriously for 
making “policy decisions which are the 
foundation for King’s evolution over the 
next 20 years.” She was often the most 
vocal at the council table, commenting 
on almost every staff  report, document 
and strategic plan.

While the makeup of  council has 
changed in her 16 years in office, “I have 
always been very proud to be a Council-
lor of  King Township. It has been a rich 
and personal growth experience.”

The councillor did admit to having 
some regrets about not retiring, giv-
en some “exciting challenges” for the 
new council. “But I think it is time. My 
years of  experience are of  benefit, but 
fresh eyes can bring new questions and 
ideas as to how to achieve sustainable 
outcomes.”

Schaefer said she made the an-
nouncement ahead of  the May 1 dead-
line for candidates to register for the 
election.

“I’m doing so to be transparent about 
my intentions. I also want to alert cit-
izens about the election schedule. I 
encourage those who are interested in 
running to not wait until May 1 to start 
planning their campaign. As well, there 
are likely people who would be effective 
at the council table but they may need 
encouragement from their neighbours 
and community to run.

“In Ward 5 there will be no incum-
bent, which is a great opportunity to 
seek a position at the council table. And 
of  course election time is an opportuni-
ty to challenge an incumbent.”

“I  hope that the residents in Ward 5 
will have some great choices of  candi-
dates on Oct. 26, election day. It has tru-
ly been an honour to have represented 
the residents of  Ward 5 on council for 
the last 16 years.”

Accolades from colleagues and citi-
zens flowed in following her decision.

“Her “integrity, dedication, and un-
wavering commitment to this commu-
nity have been truly exceptional,” said 
Mayor Steve Pellegrini.

“Debbie has been completely im-
mersed in her role, consistently going 
above and beyond to serve the residents 
of  King with passion, fairness, and 
heartfelt devotion. Her leadership and 
her steady, thoughtful presence at the 
council table have made a lasting im-
pact on our municipality.

“As Debbie and Dan begin this next 
chapter, I want to extend my sincere 
best wishes to them both. May it be 

filled with happiness, good health, and 
well-earned time to enjoy all that lies 
ahead.”

Ward 3 Councillor Jennifer Anstey 
said Schaefer “was truly an inspiration 
to me and a big part of  why I chose to 
run for council.

“Even before I was elected, I admired 
her thoughtful, considered approach 
and always felt our community benefit-
ed from her voice.

“Once I joined council, that admi-
ration only deepened. Debbie was in-
credibly generous with her time and 
experience; I sought her guidance often 
and was always grateful for her wise in-
sights, her kindness, and her patience 
in answering my many questions.

“In keeping with her character, even 
her announcement that she would not 
seek re-election was graceful and up-
lifting, encouraging others to consider 
serving our community. I am deeply 
grateful for her friendship and coun-
sel, and her presence on council will be 
very much missed.”

Councillor Mary Asselstine said 
Councillor Schaefer is her friend and 
mentor.

“I have always admired her calm, 
thoughtful and respectful way of  ad-
dressing issues which has influenced 
my own personal growth,” she said.

“I commend Debbie for her transpar-
ency and early public announcement 
about not running for any position in 
the upcoming municipal election in 
King. In addition, her appeal to poten-
tial candidates to prepare well and take 
available training courses is remark-
able,” said Bruce Craig, member of  
Concerned Citizens of  ing Township.

“In many ways Debbie has re-defined 
what the role of  an engaged and com-
mitted council member is and will be 
leaving an inspiring legacy.  Her devo-
tion, informative blog, research, learn-
ing, transparency and integrity have 
set a very positive example for all seek-
ing to serve in public office. I’m confi-
dent Debbie will seek to finish the race 
well over the coming nine months.”  

Ward 2 Councillor David Boyd said it 
has been a privilege to work alongside 
Councillor Schaefer.

“Debbie has always served her con-
stituents with passion and dedication, 
and holds a clear vision for the Town-
ship of  King. Her impact is evident in 
many of  our planning policies, includ-
ing green building standards and ini-
tiatives that have helped reduce King’s 
carbon footprint,” he said.

“Debbie has been a true champion 
for King, and I am grateful for the per-
spective and experience I have gained 
during her time on council.”

DebbieSchaefer won’t seek re-election;
will retire after 16 years serving constituents



Most of  us skip along merrily in our 
daily lives, enjoying the rights and free-
doms granted to us in this beautiful 
country of  ours.

We are a multi-cultural mosaic – a 
welcoming, giving, embracing society.

We also cherish, and extend basic 
human rights, to all who’ve been de-
nied them. We are activists, lobbyists, 
environmentalists, and community role 
models. We care about our neighbours.

While most of  us may not fully appre-
ciate the roles and responsibilities of  
all levels of  government, we’re assured 
that politicians and civil servants are 
working in our best interests.

That’s the basis of  our system and for 
the most part, it works. Okay, it may not 
be the best in terms of  citizen access, 
response and timely action, but it has 
served Canadians and newcomers alike 
very well since Confederation.

But the world has changed, my 
friends, and our civil liberties and 
rights are being eroded, and chipped 
away, bit by bit.

It was blunt at fi rst, with waves of  
in-your-face political correctness, sprin-
kled with apologetic measures and rhet-
oric.

For the most part, these measures, 
moves, documents and policies were 
needed, and long overdue.

But in some cases, we’ve been stripped 
of  some very fundamental rights, some 
of  which threaten our Charter of  Rights 
and Freedoms.

In the past few years, books and pas-
sages have been either altered or re-
moved, deemed by the powers that be to 
be either offensive, “too religious,” or 
not inclusive enough. Symbols, even 
images on maple syrup bottles, got an 
upgrade.

In our country, school boards and 
other organizations have banned books, 
and criticized parts of  the Holy Bible 
for their references. We now use Com-
mon Era (CE) and Before the Common 

Era (BCE) as year notations for the Gre-
gorian or Julian calendar – equivalent 
to the Anno Domini (AD) and Before 
Christ (BC). But we avoid those reli-
gious timelines.

I get the intention behind such 
moves, but come on. Those who know 
their history know that banning books 
is the fi rst step in fueling tyranny, fas-
cism and citizen control. Yes, restrict-
ing what residents can read and know 
is a way to mold them, break them, bend 
them and make them subservient.

Similarly, statues honouring our his-
toric fi gures have been removed, since 
they were, at one time, slave owners.

Watching our media “soften” and – in 
the case of  the U.S. – being refused ac-
cess – is not only horrible, but another 
step towards dictatorship.

Our federal government is taking our 
guns away.

Our premier is dumping perfectly 
good hooch on the street.

There are hundreds of  examples 

where the “word police” are watching, 
ready to swoop in and pick something 
apart.

Being a Boomer, I’m not fazed by 
these things. I grew up when bigotry, 
racism and sexism were commonplace. 
But that doesn’t mean we all practiced 
these things. Being aware of  an issue, 
poking fun at it, and learning how not 
to engage in such things is what led us 
into the light. How subsequent gener-
ations didn’t realize this, or “get it,” is 
beyond me.

We lived through it, experienced the 
best and the worst. I had thought we 
reached a place of  common ground, 
fl exibility, compassion, understanding 
and give and take.

I truly believe that deep down, the 
majority of  citizens are kind, caring, 
accepting, and neighbourly.

They are not necessarily impacted by 
racism or sexism on a daily basis so it’s 
not top of  mind.

It becomes a bit of  an issue when 
government moves to announce 
wide-sweeping changes to syntax, gram-
mar, gender terms and religious ideals. 
Governments, pushed by special inter-
est groups, want to take residents by the 
hand – like children – and lead them 
into a peaceful, non-confrontational 
playground where everyone gets along.

How is that working out?
Canada has become a leader in the 

fi ght for equality and righting wrongs. 
We have entire levels of  bureaucracy 
dedicated to changing mind sets and be-
haviours.

Some mandates, policies and mea-
sures have worked. Others have not.

It’s been said that the  road to hell is 
paved with good intentions.

The recent actions by the U.S. are 
proof  of  that. Kidnapping government 
leaders, stealing oil and killing citizens 
– how is any of  this in any way accept-
able?

It’s sad how anyone and any govern-
ment can legitimize their actions, all in 
the name of  democracy, protecting its 
citizens and saving the world.

I’m sure Gengis Khan, Napoleon, Hit-
ler and Mussolini thought the same way. 
Can we now add Trump to that list?

They all began by substituting com-
mon sense and civil liberties with lies, 
double-speak, fear, and party gibberish.

And people ate it up, and went back 
for seconds.

Some, risking their lives, opposed 
draconian measures in an attempt to 
slow the evil. Thousands of  demonstra-
tors in Iran have been killed and the 
regime there promises swift action and 
executions!

Here, we’re facing new threats – eco-
nomic tariffs, high costs of  living, out 
of  control grocery prices, job uncertain-
ty and housing shortages. Yes, these are 
economic tangibles, but they do impact 
our ability to get out and protest, and 
act on our behalf. Many homeowners 
are just too stressed and tired to ensure 
their liberties are protected.

So, behind the scenes, bit by bit, we 
lose some of  our power.

Government services are navigated 
online and only the well seasoned can 
handle the ebbs and currents of  virtu-
al rabbit holes. Spending a good portion 
of  our lives on hold would test anyone’s 
mettle.

An overburdened system – at every 
level – leads to fast-tracking, backlogs, 
ineffi ciencies and waste.

Few of  us turn to the Charter fo 
Rights and Freedoms for comfort. In 
these troublesome times, we cling to 
family, count our pennies and cross our 
fi ngers.

And as announcement after an-
nouncement test our freedoms, we don’t 
even blink an eye.

Will we go down kicking and scream-
ing, or with nary a whimper?

Allowing the erosion of our own civil liberties

Trivia Tidbits
  The earliest recorded baseball game took 

place in Beachville, Ontario in 1838.

Mark Pavilons

Quote of the Week

“  This country is built on the backs of 
people who show up, 24/7, in bliz-
zards and pandemics, to keep the 
lights on and the shelves full.”

Education

 Board students achieve above averages
York Region District School Board students achieved above provincial averages 

in the recently released results from Ontario’s Education Quality and Account-
ability Offi ce (EQAO).

 For YRDSB students in Grade 3, 77% achieved the provincial standard (Levels 
3 and 4) in reading, 70% in writing, and 72% in mathematics. This compares with 
provincial averages of  74%, 65%, and 64% respectively.

For YRDSB students in Grade 6, 91% achieved the provincial standard in read-
ing, 90% in writing, and 65% in mathematics. This compares with provincial av-
erages of  86%, 85%, and 51% respectively.

In YRDSB, 9,311, fully participating YRDSB students wrote the Ontario Sec-
ondary School Literacy Test (OSSLT) for the fi rst time with a 92% success rate, 
compared with an average success rate of  85% among all school districts across 
Ontario.

The Grade 9 mathematics assessment saw 74% of  YRDSB secondary students 
achieve the provincial standard. This compares with a provincial average of  58% 
of  all students in the province who achieved the standard.

“I would like to extend my deep appreciation to our students, staff, families and 
community partners for their immense efforts as well as their ongoing support 
and contributions to student achievement and well-being,” said Bill Cober, Direc-
tor of  Education. “This important data will continue to support the work of  our 
District Action Plan for Student Achievement, Well-being and Inclusion, which 
focuses on improving learning outcomes for all students. Our staff  will review 
their school-specifi c data over the coming months to help inform their School Im-
provement Plans, with the overarching goal of  supporting all learners to achieve 
their highest potential.”
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 By Sara Wood
Vice President, Ontario

Federation of  Agriculture

This week, representatives from On-
tario’s rural municipalities gathered in 
Toronto for the annual Rural Ontario 
Municipal Association (ROMA) con-
ference. And as we have for the last few 
years, Ontario farmers will be right 
there with them.

Some might wonder why farmers 
care about municipal issues – and the 
answer is simple: when agriculture is 
strong, so are rural communities.

That’s because in Ontario, the agri-
food sector is one of  the biggest pillars 
of  the provincial economy. We contrib-
ute $51.4 billion in economic activity 
and support jobs for 867,000 Ontarians. 
That’s about 10% of  our provincial 
workforce. On top of  that, our sector 
generates about $28 billion in agri-food 
exports for Ontario every year.

Those are signifi cant numbers, mak-
ing agriculture and agri-food as import-
ant for investment, policy support and 
infrastructure as, for example, the au-
tomotive industry.

And that’s what we were at ROMA to 
talk about.

I’m a Vice President with the Ontar-
io Federation of  Agriculture (OFA), as 
well as a livestock and grain farmer 
near Stratford, Ontario. This was my 
fourth year attending ROMA on behalf  
of  Ontario’s farmers, carrying the mes-
sage that agriculture matters and that 
we share common interests, values and 
goals with our municipalities.

A key priority for our members – and 
we know it is for rural municipalities 
too – is rural infrastructure.

This means roads and bridges, high 
speed internet and proper cellular cov-
erage, as well as affordable and reliable 
energy. But it’s also about education, 
health care and social supports, like 
schools, hospitals, long-term care and 
affordable housing for our rural areas.

We need services, investment and in-
frastructure to attract and keep people 
in rural communities and give strength 
to jobs and businesses in those areas.

The Ontario Municipal Partnership 
Fund (OMPF), which funds rural in-
frastructure, has declined from $656 
million in 2005 to $550 million in 2025. 
Adjusted for infl ation, 2025 funding 
would need to increase to nearly $1 bil-
lion to match 2005 levels. The provin-
cial government committed to increase 
its funding of  OMPF to $600 million in 
2026 in last fall’s Economic Statement 
and that’s a positive step — but it’s not 
enough to meet critical rural infra-
structure needs.

Just as important for farmers, though, 
is for municipalities to know how im-
portant agriculture and agri-food is in 
their communities and how they can 
support our sector. An example of  that 
is through bylaws and regulations that 
encourage business growth and don’t 
unnecessarily add costs or hinder com-
petitiveness. That’s another big reason 
why the OFA makes sure to be part of  

the ROMA conference every year.
A growing agri-food sector needs 

stable and reliable long-term land use 
planning that protects farmland, sup-
ports smart urban growth (including 
housing) that respects agricultural and 
rural land, and attracts and keeps busi-
nesses from all parts of  the agri-food 
value chain.

Agricultural Impact Assessments 
conducted by qualifi ed professionals 
are a tool for municipalities to support 
land use planning, and we encourage 
municipalities to draw on the agri-food 
expertise in their own communities to 
establish Agricultural Advisory Com-
mittees that can advise councillors and 
staff  on the needs and perspectives of  
the sector.

And fi nally, OFA urges municipal-
ities not to forget agriculture when it 
comes to economic development.

This is about attracting and keeping 
farms and related businesses – from vet 
clinics and feed mills to farm equip-
ment dealerships, farm supply stores 
and more – but also about maximizing 
growing opportunities presented by ag-

ritourism and local food.
The public’s interest in local produc-

tion, local experiences and supporting 
homegrown businesses has never been 
stronger, particularly when it comes to 
anything food related. Expanding ag-
ritourism and local food will diversify 
local economies by bringing new jobs, 
generating additional revenue and at-
tracting visitors.

This ultimately supports community 
health and well-being with the added 
benefi t of  helping Ontarians get a bet-
ter understanding of  our food system 
and where and how to buy local. Now 
that’s a win-win.

OFA is committed to working col-
laboratively with municipal leaders to 
build a thriving, inclusive, and resilient 
rural Ontario. Together, we can ensure 
that agriculture remains a pillar of  eco-
nomic prosperity and that rural com-
munities continue to grow, contribute, 
and fl ourish.

The OFA has created many resourc-
es to assist municipalities, regions, and 
community organizations in support-
ing the agricultural sector.

Strong farms, strong communities: why agriculture engages with municipalities
Agriculture

The Regional Municipality of  York is 
developing new affordable housing and 
community space in the Town of  Geor-
gina, as approved by York Regional 
Council to address the housing crisis.

York Region recently purchased 
property at 187-195 The Queensway 
South in the Town of  Georgina to pro-
vide 86 affordable housing units, in-
cluding community, transitional and 
emergency options, and approximately 
8,000 square feet of  community space.  

“Increasing the supply of  afford-
able housing is a top priority for York 
Regional Council,” said York Region 
Chairman and CEO Eric Jolliffe. “The 
Queensway South development brings 
together expanded housing options and 
a welcoming community space where 
people feel supported and connected. 
It’s an exciting step forward, and when 
local communities and all levels of  gov-
ernment work together, we can create 
a future where everyone has a safe and 
affordable place to call home.” 

Rising housing costs continue to lim-
it options for low and moderate-income 
households across the Region. In 2024, 
York Region’s subsidized housing wait 
list reached 18,419 households, with 
4,500 new applications. The Region’s 
current supply of  7,079 community 
housing units is not meeting growing 
demand.  

“York Region is actively exploring 

strategies to accelerate the delivery of  
affordable housing in our communi-
ties,” said Town of  Newmarket May-
or John Taylor, Chair of  the Region’s 
Housing and Homelessness Committee. 
“This initiative is part of  a broader in-
vestment that promotes housing stabili-
ty, and we look forward to working with 
the Town of  Georgina on advancing our 
shared objective to expand affordable 
housing options to residents.”  

“Everyone deserves access to safe 
and affordable housing,” said Town 
of  Georgina Mayor Margaret Quirk. 
“We appreciate the Region’s commit-
ment to investing in a comprehensive 
solution in the Town of  Georgina, in-
cluding approximately 8,000 square 
feet of  new community space for local 
community organizations to continue 
to support our residents. The Region’s 
approach aligns with our local objec-
tives and together, we are building 
stronger communities where every-
one can thrive.”

Community members are invited 
to learn more about the 187-195 The 
Queensway South project at an upcom-
ing Community Open House.  

It will be held at the Georgina Ice 
Palace Hall (90 Wexford Drive, Town of  
Georgina) Tuesday, Feb.24, from 5:30 to 
7:30 p.m.  

Learn more about this project at 
york.ca/TheQueenswaySouth

Open house in February

York Region advancing solutions
to address urgent housing needs
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STAY CONNECTED! 

MPP King—Vaughan



By Gwynne Dyer

 The Crazy Gang is high on the “bril-
liant success” of  their Venezuela caper 
and looking for new targets. Like Alex-
ander the Great, Donald Trump weeps 
because there are no more worlds to 
conquer. But wait! Actually, there are 
still lots of  places to conquer.

Colombia is right next door to Ven-
ezuela and the U.S. fl eet is already just 
offshore, so how about taking down 
President Gustavo Petro? “He’s a sick 
man who likes making cocaine and 
sending it to the United States, and he’s 
not going to be doing it very long,” ac-
cording to The Donald (who is lying 
about Petro).

“Operation Colombia sounds good to 
me,” Trump said. He also name-checked 
Mexico (“Something will have to be 
done about it”), Iran (“We are locked 
and loaded and ready to go!”) and Cuba 
(“It looks like it’s ready to fall”). But 
any of  these “missions” would require 
lots of  planning and moving military 
assets around. He wants another hit 
right now.

Instant triumphs tend to be small-
er and less rewarding (arresting Rus-
sian-registered tankers in mid-ocean, 
for example). There is only one whole 
country on his list that Trump could 
conquer in one week from a standing 
start: Greenland. Which may be why 
Steve Miller, White House Deputy 
Chief  of  Staff, moved it to the top of  the 
hit-list.

As a former colony that is still a 
self-governing part of  the Danish king-
dom, Greenland is not yet a completely 
sovereign state. But it can hold a refer-
endum on full independence whenever 
its 57,000 people want, so it sort of  qual-
ifi es as a country. Only a trophy coun-
try, but you would still get points for 
conquering it.

If  I were completely ignorant of  
military matters, I would now copy 
and paste several paragraphs of  White 
House hogwash explaining how stra-
tegically important Greenland is. I’d 
say that the Russians and the Chinese 
are casting lascivious eyes on the Arc-
tic because there’s valuable minerals 
there, and the sea lanes are opening up 
because the glaciers are melting.

Indeed, Trump insisted that Green-
land is “so strategic right now, it’s cov-
ered with Russian and Chinese ships all 
over the place. We need Greenland from 
the standpoint of  national security.”                                                                       

No, they don’t. Greenland is a region 
of  zero strategic importance. I spent 
some time on Greenland’s west coast 
recently (Ilulissat), and Russian and 
Chinese ships were conspicuous by 
their total absence.

Greenland was briefl y important 
strategically 60 to 70 years ago, when 
interceptors and radar stations based 
there might shoot down nuclear-armed 
Soviet bombers on their way to North 
America. Then the technology shifted 
to ballistic missiles that fl y through 
space, and the number of  troops on 
American airbases in Greenland 
dropped from 10,000 to 200.

If  Washington wants to base more 
troops there now, it has only to ask: the 
treaty says it can have an unlimited 
number of  bases and troops in Green-
land. Similarly, if  it wants some miner-
als, just negotiate a contract, start dig-
ging (and pay for them). 

As for the sea lanes across the Arc-
tic, Russia’s “Northern Sea Route,” 
connecting the Pacifi c to the Atlantic is 
getting busier. The Northwest Passage 
around Greenland and northern Can-
ada, however, will get little traffi c un-
til the ice is almost all gone (20+ years 
from now), because all the remaining 
ice tends to get trapped amongst Cana-
da’s Arctic islands.

On the other hand, if  you just need 
“threats” as cover for your imperial 
ambitions, there are plenty of  experts 
who can fi nd them for you at a modest 
price.  Trump relentlessly broadcasts 
their fi ndings.

Given the servile posture (or just 
sheer laziness) of  most American me-
dia, if  Trump invades Greenland he 
would probably get away with it at 
home. However, he would not get away 
with it abroad.

The Russians and the Chinese would 
be happy to see the U.S. invade Green-
land, but for America to seize the terri-
tory of  a country that has been a loyal 
member of  the North Atlantic Treaty 
Organization (NATO) for 77 years is a 
very bad look.

“Nobody’s going to fi ght the Unit-
ed States militarily over the future of  
Greenland,” said Steve Miller confi -
dently, and that’s true. American air 
and naval power would quickly over-
whelm any attempted Danish defence 
of  Greenland, and there’s no point in 
getting people killed for nothing.

However, the political and strategic 
impact would be immense. “If  the Unit-
ed States decides to militarily attack 
another NATO country,” warned Dan-
ish Prime Minister Mette Frederiksen, 
“then everything would stop. That in-
cludes NATO and therefore post-Second 
World War security.”

A post-NATO alliance including ev-
ery country except the United States 

would probably reform, but the enemy 
would be different. That might even be 
enough to shock American voters into 
starting the fi ghtback in the mid-term 
elections in November. Or am I just 
clutching at straws?

Michael Gwynne Dyer OC is a Brit-
ish-Canadian military historian, au-
thor, professor, journalist, broadcaster, 
and retired naval offi cer.

 Greenland: Maybe an invasion, maybe a backlash
World Issues

King Township residents can now 
request a second recycling cart through 
Circular Materials by completing an 
online Recycling Container Request 
Form.

This form is available for residents 
who are looking to request a second 
360-litre recycling cart. There is no 
additional cost if  Circular Materials 
deems the volume of  recyclable materi-
al generated by the residence is shown 
to consistently exceed the capacity of  
the carts provided.

This is the only size option available 
for a second cart and only applies to 
households with a 360-litre recycling 
cart. A second cart will not be provid-
ed to households that requested an ex-
change for the smaller 240-litre size re-
cycling cart.

Given the early stage of  the recycling 
transition across Ontario, Circular Ma-
terials is currently experiencing a sig-
nifi cant volume of  inquiries and re-
quests, and at this time cannot commit 
to a timeframe for delivery of  a second 
recycling cart.

It is recommended that households 
use their current recycling cart for a pe-
riod of  90 days to determine their recy-
cling needs before submitting a request 
for an additional cart.

It is common for households to expe-
rience signifi cant seasonal variability 

in recycling needs and increased vol-
ume over the holiday period.

All materials, particularly card-
board, must be broken down and fl at-
tened to support using recycling cart 
space most effi ciently.

If  you have questions or require sup-
port, email customerservice@circular-
materials.ca or call 1-877-667-2626.

For more information on the recy-
cling transition, visit circularmateri-
als.ca/king.

 A second recycling cart can now be
requested online through Circular Materials

 Mayor receives book
marking Dalai Lama’s 90th

Tibetans and followers of His Holiness the Great 14th Dalai Lama are celebrating his 
90th birthday in 2026, a year of “compassion throughout the globe.” Thupten Wangyal, 
former president of the Canadian Tibetan Association of Ontario, presented the Dalai 
Lama’s book, “Voice for the Voiceless” to Mayor Steve Pellegrini. The book shares the 
wisdom, love and compassion of the Dalai Lama.
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           7-Day
Weather Outlook

From Thursday, January 22 to Wednesday, January 28

           7-Day
Weather OutlookWeather Outlook

King
THURS 22ND FRI 23RD SAT 24TH SUN 25TH MON 26TH TUES 27TH WED 28TH

A Few Flurries
High -5Co

Low -13Co

<1cm
Wind W 22k

Scattered Flurries
High -16Co

Low -26Co

~1cm
Wind W 24k

Sun/Clouds
High -16Co

Low -21Co

-
Wind W 7k

Clouds/Sun
High -14Co

Low -18Co

-
Wind SE 3k

Sun/Clouds
High -12Co

Low -14Co

-
Wind N 11k

Mainly Cloudy
High -11Co

Low -14Co

-
Wind W 17k

Sun/Clouds
High -10Co

Low -17Co

-
Wind NW 12k

The King Weekly Sentinel
is your community newspaper

Read us online at
www.kingsentinel.com
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Crews focused on clean-up as well as 
the transition to snow removal in areas 
where there is no snow storage.

Plowing in King occurs in priority 
sequence – major roads first, followed 
by neighbourhood roads and cul-de-
sacs last – to ensure that fire and emer-
gency services are able to drive on the 
roads and respond to calls.  

Parking restrictions are also in ef-
fect, not just for major storms but all 
winter. No parking on roads is permit-
ted during plowing, sanding or salting. 
Parking on the street any time during 
snow clearing is a violation.

Road servicing is typically complet-
ed within a 12-hour period after the 
snowfall is complete. It can take longer 

during a Significant Weather Event. 
Although crews are very conscious 

in following route schedules, some-
times streets may be missed. To report 
an oversight, call ServiceKing at 905-
833-5321 or email serviceking@king.ca. 

For future events, residents are re-
minded to clear snow early and often. 
Fresh snow is much lighter and easier 
to manage. Tackling it in stages can 
prevent buildup and reduce strain on 
your body. 

Here are a few tips to help manage 
the snowfall safely: 

Shovel in layers – remove snow 
throughout the storm instead of  all at 
once.

Push, don’t lift when possible to re-
duce the risk of  injury.

Take small loads if  lifting is neces- sary; wet snow gets heavy fast.
Salt or sand icy areas to improve 

traction.
Dress warmly and stay visible when 

clearing outside.
Keep fire hydrants and catch basins 

clear if  you’re able to.
Take breaks and stay hydrated.
Use a snow blower or electric snow 

shovel to help clear snow faster easier.
Don’t do it alone – ask a neighbour, 

family member, consider a private con-
tractor, or ask a friend for help. Team-
work keeps everyone safer.

During road or sidewalk winter 
maintenance, residents are reminded 
that they assume the risk of  on-street 
parking as King’s snow removal  crew 
are required to plow roads and side-
walks as best possible and unfortunate-
ly, will not be able to treat assets that 
are obstructed. 

The Township is not liable for any in-
convenience caused to vehicles parked 
within the public right of  way during 
servicing.

Learn more about winter mainte-
nance at king.ca/SnowRemoval.

Tips for residents during Signi�cant Weather Events

By Mark Pavilons
Editor

Local Journalism
Initiative Reporter

The record snowfall last week com-
pounded an Ontario-wide salt shortage, 
caused by high demand from frequent 
snowstorms and supply disruptions at 
major mines. 

King entered the winter mainte-
nance season prepared, with their ma-
terial storage facility filled to capacity.

To date, the Township has used ap-
proximately 4,700 tonnes of  sand and 
salt over its network road and sidewalk 
network.

Roads crew are actively monitoring 
inventory and taking measures to man-
age it, including: 

Daily insights on material-applica-
tion rates and totals through its AVL 
software Geotab; increased feedback 
from road patrols; continuous weather 

monitoring; regular stockpile invento-
ry checks; close coordination with plow 
operators.

Township staff  noted crews continue 
to follow best practices such as spread-
ing material efficiently, reducing dead-
heading, and avoiding unnecessary 
treatment on bare pavement to make 
the most of  available resources. 

“We appreciate your understanding 
as they work diligently to mitigate the 
impact of  this shortage while keeping 
safety our top priority,” Township staff  
said.

While York Region is experiencing 
shipment delays for road salt, their 
crews continue to meet service levels 
through strategic planning and careful 
allocation of  resources.

To date, this season’s weather condi-
tions necessitated increased road salt-
ing throughout York Region and Ontar-
io.

York Region receives its road salt 
through a contracted supplier.

York Region is responsible for main-
taining approximately 1,200 kilometres 
(or more than 4,400 lane-kilometres) of  
Regional roads that carry more than 2.6 
million vehicles daily across nine cities 
and towns.

During the winter months, mainte-
nance activities include snowplowing, 
snow removal, sanding, salting and use 
of  salt-brine to help prevent ice build-
up on roads.

Road conditions are monitored 24 
hours a day by road patrols under the 
Region’s Roads and Traffic Operations 
Centre.

Township, Region working through
a province-wide road salt shortage



By Mark Pavilons
Editor

Local Journalism
Initiative Reporter

King council has adopted the gener-
al principles and policies contained in 
recreation-related master plans.

The Township is moving forward on 
the Parks Master Plan, Trails Master 
Plan, and Facilities Master Plan.

Staff  be directed to use the Parks, 
Trails and Facilities Master Plans as a 
reference when developing the short, 
medium, and long-term capital plan 
and to implement strategic resource 
and policy recommendations.

The Master Plans provide a frame-
work and strategic direction for the 
Parks & Forestry, Facilities, and Com-
munity Services divisions over the next 
10 years.

The update refl ects population 
growth, new policies, best practices 
and trends since the previous plan, and 
extends the planning horizon from 2031 
to 2051.

The Master Plans identifi ed invest-
ment priority areas include expanding 
facilities, parks amenities and trails be 
triggered by population-based service 
levels and validated based on usage and 
community-specifi c needs.

These Master Plans are critical tools, 
staff  pointed out, for guiding improve-
ments related to the Capital Plan and 
the Development Charges By-law, en-
suring alignment with growth and ser-
vice needs.

The Parks, Trails and Facilities Mas-
ter Plans serve as the essential road 
map for developing and maintaining a 
sustainable, functional, and optimized 
service network within the Township. 

This comprehensive approach ensures 
that future infrastructure planning is 
coherent and fi scally responsible. This 
integrated report combines updates to 
the Facilities Master Plan (following 
the 2019 update), the Parks & Forestry 
Services Master Plan (following the 
2019 update), and the Trails Master 
Plan (updating the 2015 Plan).

The Township last updated its Parks 
and Forestry Services Master Plan and 
Facilities Master Plan in 2019, and its 
Trails Master Plan in 2015. Since then, 
King Township has experienced sig-
nifi cant population growth (project-
ed to reach 51,000 by 2051), introduced 
new facilities such as the Zancor Cen-
tre, and faced legislative changes (e.g., 
More Homes Built Faster Act, 2022 (Bill 
23) impacting parkland dedication).

Staff  noted these changes necessitat-
ed a comprehensive review to ensure 
service levels, policies, and infrastruc-
ture planning remain aligned with com-
munity needs and growth forecasts.

The development of  the Township’s 
Parks, Facilities, and Trails Master 
Plans followed a comprehensive, multi-
phase process designed to ensure that 
recommendations are grounded in 
current needs, best practices, and com-
munity input. Each plan began with a 
review of  existing master plans and rel-
evant policy documents, followed by the 
consolidation of  digital mapping, fi eld 
investigations, and inventory assess-
ments to establish a clear baseline of  
current assets and service levels.

Extensive engagement was a cor-
nerstone of  the process. The Township 
conducted broad consultations with 
internal and external stakeholders, in-
cluding municipal staff, user groups, 
community organizations, and the 

public. This included online surveys, 
targeted user group questionnaires, 
interviews, and public information ses-
sions. The feedback gathered was used 
to identify priorities, gaps, and oppor-
tunities, and to validate fi ndings from 
technical assessments.

The fi ndings from these activities 
were synthesized and analyzed to de-
velop prioritized recommendations for 
each master plan.

The result is a set of  actionable, for-
ward-looking plans that refl ect both 
technical analysis and the voices of  
King Township residents and stake-
holders.

The Parks Master Plan plans to:
Proactively acquire and develop ad-

ditional parkland – targeting at least 33 
hectares by 2036 – to meet the needs of  
a growing population, with a focus on 
Community and Neighbourhood Parks. 
Invest in new and upgraded ameni-
ties such as sports fi elds, courts, play-
grounds, and activity hubs to ensure 
equitable access and a diverse range of  
recreational opportunities for all resi-
dents.

Increase operational funding and 
staffi ng levels to support the mainte-
nance and renewal of  parks and open 
spaces, shifting toward more full-time 
staff  and conducting regular condition 
assessments. Formalize partnerships 
and agreements with external orga-
nizations and implement robust asset 
management practices to ensure long-
term sustainability and high-quality 
service delivery.

Update Park Development Standards 
to incorporate innovative design, cli-
mate resiliency, and accessibility. En-
gage the community and stakeholders 
in planning and decision-making, and 
ensure that parks remain inclusive, 
walkable, and responsive to evolving 
recreational trends and demographic 
needs.

The Trails Master Plan will:
Focus short- and medium-term in-

vestments on enhancing local connec-
tions, amenities, and accessibility with-
in existing trail networks, especially 
within neighborhoods and villages, to 
maximize community benefi t and en-
courage active transportation.

Maintaining long-term goals for re-
gional connectivity through develop-
ing of  new trail links and extensions 
by working collaboratively with land-
owners, conservation authorities, and 
neighboring municipalities. Prioritize 
projects that close gaps in the network 
and support regional connectivity, 
while establishing clear design stan-
dards and partnership agreements.

Establish a dedicated trail working 
group, improve signage and wayfi nd-

ing, and implement consistent main-
tenance protocols. Expand marketing, 
events, and community engagement 
initiatives to promote trail use, stew-
ardship, and awareness throughout the 
Township.

The Facilities Master Plan aims to:
Continue to invest in the renewal, 

maintenance, and modernization of  ex-
isting facilities (such as Zancor Centre, 
Trisan Centre, and community halls), 
while co-locating new or replacement 
library and cultural spaces within 
multi-use community hubs. Monitor 
facility usage and participation trends 
to ensure that spaces are responsive to 
evolving community needs and that fu-
ture investments are data-driven.

Prioritize accessibility upgrades and 
energy-effi cient improvements across 
all facilities, actively pursue grants to 
support these initiatives, and improve 
communication with the public and 
user groups. Ongoing engagement with 
stakeholders will help ensure that fa-
cilities remain inclusive, sustainable, 
and aligned with the needs and expec-
tations of  King Township residents.

The adoption of  the Parks, Trails, 
and Facilities Master Plans will guide 
long-term investment in community 
infrastructure. These plans will inform 
updates to the Township’s Development 
Charges background study and the 10-
year capital plan to ensure alignment 
with growth and service needs. Finan-
cial considerations will be integrated 
into future budget processes, with fund-
ing strategies and development charge 
revenues helping to manage costs over 
time.

As new facilities are introduced, 
operational requirements – such as 
staffi ng, utilities, maintenance, and 
contracted services – will be incorpo-
rated into annual budgets to maintain 
service levels in a sustainable manner.

In a written submission, one resident 
noted the majority of  the population 
who make up the Nobleton catchment 
area are not interested in the relocation 
of  the Nobleton Library from its cur-
rent Sheardown location to the Hwy. 27 
and King Road area.

The current library is located in a 
scenic setting with trees, benches, gaze-
bo and space for young children to run 
around.

The parking is more than ample as 
there is plenty of  street parking (if  
overfl ow is required) in the neighbour-
hood in which the library resides.

The library is close to the public 
school.

It is situated in the shopping hub of  
the community, thereby providing con-
venience for those coming into town for 
groceries, mail, etc.

The library location on Sheardown 
Drive is situated in a safe, walkable 
area.

The members of  council, in the 1980s, 
made a prudent decision to locate the 
Nobleton Public Library on Sheardown 
Drive. “We expect the same thoughtful-
ness regarding the future of  the Noble-
ton Library now and in future.”

 Township adopts principles, policies in recreation master plans
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UNLOCK YOUR FREE TRIAL NOW!

USE CODE KC2025

Business, Finance
& Real Estate

www.KingChamber.ca
Your Voice for Business in King

Our team of Traditional Chinese Medicine and Acupuncturists were trained in China 
with many years of university teaching and clinical practicing experience for natural 
herbal formulas and acupuncture treatments.  We treat chronic rheumatoid arthritis, 
osteoarthritis, fi bromyalgia, infertility, irritable bowel syndrome, sciatic pain, Bell’s 
palsy and other chronic health problems...for pain reduction, symptoms release and control.

We also provide preventive treatments for other health related problems.

www.ontariopainclinic.com

Bolton
7 Norton Blvd.
647-620-7889

Orangeville
44 First Street
519-942-9826

Collingwood
210 Findlay Dr.
519-942-9826 The best thing about King

is its people!
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YOUR LIFE
RENEWED
Last chance to live in this popular community, 

perfectly located by the Trent River. You will 

enjoy the accessible and amenity rich location 

surrounded by nature’s harmony with lakes, 

forests, conservation areas, parks, hiking trails 

and more. Something special awaits you in 

affordable Hasting’s Estates.

 Register Now - myhastingsestates.ca

Final Release

ALL BRICK BUNGALOW & 2 STOREY

DETACHED ON 44’ TO 50’ LOTS

FROM THE MID

$600’S

The Ontario government is welcom-
ing an investment of  more than $165 
million by the Convertus Group to build 
a new, state-of-the-art biofuel facility in 
York Region, converting organic waste 
into renewable energy.

Leveraging the province’s skilled 
workforce, this investment will create 
52 good-paying jobs for the local econ-
omy and further position Ontario as a 
leader in waste treatment, processing 
and renewable energy. In support of  
Convertus Group’s investment, Ontar-
io is providing $2 million in funding 
through the Advanced Manufactur-
ing and Innovation Competitiveness 
(AMIC) stream of  the Regional Devel-
opment Program (RDP).

“Convertus’s investment serves not 
only as a vote of  confidence in our mu-
nicipalities, manufacturers, and work-
ers, but in Ontario’s role as a reliable 

and trusted partner for growth,” said 
Vic Fedeli, Minister of  Economic De-
velopment, Job Creation and Trade. 
“Through the Regional Development 
Program, our government is proud to 
support a company that is increasing 
our resilience and self-reliance across 
domestic supply chains and reinforcing 
the province’s leadership in next-gener-
ation technologies and solutions.”

One of  the largest North American 
operators of  organic waste manage-
ment, Convertus’s new biofuel facility 
will be the first of  its kind in Canada, 
using advanced technology to convert 
organic waste into renewable natural 
gas. Throughout the build and opera-
tion of  the facility, Convertus will pri-
oritize sourcing from local suppliers, 
strengthening the region’s economy 
and creating new opportunities for On-
tario’s world-class workers.

“This investment by Convertus 
Group is a tremendous win for the 
York–Simcoe community. It brings 
cutting-edge technology, new jobs, 
and long-term environmental benefits 
right to our doorstep,” said Caroline 
Mulroney, MPP for York–Simcoe. “I’m 
proud to see our government support-
ing innovative projects that protect and 
strengthen our local economy for years 
to come.”

First launched in 2019, the RDP pro-
vides tailored supports to businesses 
and municipalities, helping them in-
vest in the equipment, technologies and 
skilled workers they need to grow and 
remain competitive in a shifting eco-
nomic landscape. To date, Ontario has 
welcomed more than $2.3 billion in new 
investments through the RDP, creating 
over 4,300 jobs across the province.

“Support from Ontario’s Advanced 
Manufacturing Innovation Competi-
tiveness stream is helping Convertus 
adopt advanced technologies for the 
York facility,” said Mike Leopold, CEO 
of  Convertus Group. “The site will be 
the first in Canada to use CO2 liquefac-
tion technology, capturing emissions 
and converting them into food-grade 

liquid CO2 for use across multiple in-
dustries. As the premier facility of  its 
kind in Canada, the Convertus York 
project will set a new benchmark for 
sustainable waste management and re-
newable energy production.”

Ontario has the largest cleantech 
and environment sector in Canada, 
with over 140,000 employees, represent-
ing 40 per cent of  Canada’s employees 
in this space.

Applications for the next intake 
round of  AMIC funding began on Nov. 
4, and ends Feb. 3, 2026.

“As York Region grows, so does the 
need for sustainable solutions to man-
age organic waste. On behalf  of  York 
Region and York Regional Council, we 
welcome the Ontario government’s in-
vestment in the Convertus Biofuel Fa-
cility, with state-of-the-art technology 
to process 200,000 tonnes of  waste annu-
ally, produce renewable natural gas to 
heat 5,000 homes and cut emissions by 
15,000 tonnes each year. This milestone 
reflects our commitment to planning a 
sustainable future and our dedication 
to building a greener, more resilient 
York Region,” noted Eric Jolliffe, York 
Chairman and CEO.

Convertus facility will create jobs in York, converting organic waste into natural gas

Marina Fung, CPA, is King Town-
ship’s new Chief  Financial Officer/
Treasurer. She will taking the position 
effective Feb. 9.

Ms. Fung brings six years of  pub-
lic sector accounting experience, most 
recently as Manager of  Budget and 
Financial Planning for the Town of  
Stouffville. Her background also in-
cludes roles with Durham Region 
Non-Profit Housing Corporation and 
five years in private accounting.

At Stouffville, Ms. Fung led initia-
tives such as managing $120 million in 
annual operating and capital budgets, 
implementing service-based budget-
ing, and advancing Asset Management 
Plans. Under her leadership, the munic-
ipality earned Government Finance Of-
ficers Association awards for its budget 
publications.

A Chartered Professional Accoun-
tant, Ms. Fung offers King Township 
strategic financial planning expertise, 
innovation in Artificial Intelligence 
driven solutions, and strong stakehold-
er engagement skills.

 “I am delighted to welcome Marina 
to the Township’s Senior Leadership 
Team to lead the Finance Department. 
Her proven track record of  innova-
tion, strategic financial planning, and 
leadership will be a valuable asset as 
we continue to advance our fiscal sus-
tainability and service excellence. On 
behalf  of  King Council and staff, I ex-
tend a warm and enthusiastic welcome 
to Marina as she joins the King team,” 
said CAO Daniel Kostopoulos.

By Mark Pavilons
Editor

Local Journalism
Initiative Reporter

The Schomberg Beer Store has 
closed, as part of  The Beer Store’s re-
structuring.

The Beer Store made the difficult de-
cision to close several more retail out-
lets last week.

“Where we buy beer and return emp-
ties in Ontario is changing. The Beer 
Store is modernizing operations to 
meet evolving consumer expectations,” 
said Ozzie Ahmed, VP Retail The Beer 
Store.

“Unfortunately, this includes mak-
ing the difficult decision to close re-
tail locations. This is not a decision 
we make lightly, and we only make 
such a decision after careful consid-
eration. During this time of  change, 
two things will remain the same: The 
Beer Store will be the best destina-
tion in Ontario for ice-cold beer and 
home to a best-in-class deposit return 
system.

“We know this is difficult news for 
consumers, recyclers and our employ-
ees. The Beer Store recognizes the con-
tributions our employees make to the 
business and in the communities where 
we operate. All efforts will be made to 
support employees through this pro-

cess in alignment with commitments 
and agreements.”

The Province’s 2024 agreement with 
the Beer Store required the company 
to keep at least 300 locations open until 
the end of  2025. As of  2026, the agree-
ment states, the Beer Store can close as 
many locations as it chooses at “its sole 
and absolute discretion.”

The Beer Store launched a new Emp-
ty Return Locator to make it easier 
than ever to find a Beer Store or alter-
native retailer that is accepting emp-
ties. Consumers can find the locators 
on the Beer Store’s website. Visit www.
thebeerstore.ca, in the navigation bar 
select ‘Returning Empties.’

The Beer Store encourages custom-
ers to continue returning the more 
than 1.6 billion alcohol containers we 
process annually to one of  our local 
TBS locations or an empty return deal-
er located close by. The following alco-
hol containers purchased in Ontario 
can be returned to collect your deposit 
back: beer, wine and spirits bottles, alu-
minum cans, plastic bottles, tetra packs 
and kegs.

All grocery stores that sell alcohol 
will be required to accept the return of  
empties and refund customer deposits. 
This is part of  consumer retail alcohol 
modernization, found in the Early Im-
plementation Agreement and provin-
cial regulations.

Schomberg Beer Store has closed

King Township names new CFO
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No one has more self-confidence than the person who does a crossword puzzle with a pen.

CROSSWORD
CLUES ACROSS

1. Racket sport pros

4. Make tea

8. City South of 

Moscow

10. Spanish bullfighting 

term

 11. Egg-shaped

12. Could not 

remember

13. French modernist 

painter

15. Persons

16. Painful intestinal 

obstruction

17. Professions

18. Is up to the task

 21. Wood or metal bolt

 22. Tax collector

 23. A way to save for 

the future

24. Georgia rockers

25. Midway between 

north and northeast

26. High schoolers’ test

27. Does not accept 

responsibility

34. One who prepares

35. Gout-indicative 

deposits

36. Place to play games

37. Book of Genesis 

character

38. Cleans oneself

39. Unloaded for 

money

40. Genus of flowering 

plants

 41. Take a puff

42. Congressmen

43. God of battle 

in Scandinavian 

mythology

CLUES DOWN

1. Type of bomb

2. South Pacific islands

3. Celestial body

4. Negotiates

5. Consider in a 

specified way

6. Type of group in 

organic chemistry

7. Buddhist 

monasteries

9. Inhabitant of Bering 

Sea island

10. Body part

12. Milestone birthday

 14. Thyroid-stimulating 

hormone

15. More (Spanish)

17. Chicago ballplayer

19. Leaves a place

20. Cannot be found

23. One’s internal body 

parts

 24. Tell on

 25. North American 

peoples of southwest

 26. Soviet Socialist 

Republic

 27. Extract used for 

jams and jellies

 28. Greek goddess of 

the dawn

 29. Old English letter

 30. A way to exaggerate

 31. Get up and leave

 32. “Boardwalk 

Empire” character

 33. More generous

 34. Hanging cloth used 

as a blind

 36. Ancient Greek 

sophist

Puzzle No. 261410 • Solution in Classifieds

KingWeeklySentinel

The History of  King Township: A 
Community Shaped by the Land (2025) 
The Ontario Historical Society (OHS) 
has been named a runner-up for the 
prestigious 2025 Best Local History 
Book Award from the Ontario Histori-
cal Society.

The honour recognizes the work by 
Ann Love and Sharon Bently for bring-
ing Ontario’s past vividly to life.

The OHS Best Local History Book 
Award celebrates excellence in local 
history publishing, recognizing books 
released within the past three years 
that make a signifi cant contribution to 
the understanding of  Ontario’s com-
munities.

In November, Love and Bentley re-
ceived heartfelt praise from one of  
their readers, King Township Council-
lor Debbie Schaefer, who wrote after 
reading their book cover to cover. In 
her congratulatory note, Schaefer laud-
ed the authors’ compelling blend of  sto-
rytelling and scholarship, highlighting 
Ann Love’s engaging narrative style 
and Sharon Bentley’s rich historical 
insights.

“At times I just had to put the book 
down to ponder what I had just read,” 
Schaefer wrote, singling out the story 
of  the grand maple at Goldie Feldmann 
as a particularly memorable example 
of  the authors’ thoughtful and detailed 
approach. She also praised the inclu-
sion of  fi rsthand contributions from 
individuals deeply connected to King 
Township’s history, calling it “a stroke 
of  genius” that added sincerity and au-
thenticity to the work.

Schaefer further noted that the 
book’s opening sections provide an ex-
ceptional foundation for understanding 
the township’s natural heritage, what it 
once was, and how it has changed over 
time, before concluding, “Fabulous 
book. Truly a standard for a history 
book.”

This April marks one year since The 
History of  King Township: A Commu-
nity Shaped by the Land debuted at a 
well-attended launch at the municipal 
chambers, an event that fi ttingly co-
incided with King Township’s 175th 
anniversary celebrations. Since then, 
the King Township Historical Society 
(KTHS) has sold more than 600 copies.

The OHS Best Local History Book 
Award was presented at the 2025 OHS 
Awards Ceremony Dec. 6, 2025 at the 
Historic John McKenzie House in Wil-
lowdale.

The historical narrative launched 
during King Township’s 175th anni-
versary celebration and explores the 
Township’s unique natural landscape 
and the lives of  those who shaped it, 
from the Ice Age to present day.  

The 476-page book was six years in 
the making, and signifi cantly delayed 
due to closures during the pandemic. 
This labour of  love traces the forma-
tion of  King Township’s unique natu-
ral landscape and narrates the adven-
tures of  those who have made King 
their home. 

The writing team looked for connec-
tions between the people and the land 
over time with the underlying question 
– why has so much of  the township’s 

countryside survived into the 21st cen-
tury given its proximity to Toronto?

The authors unearthed fresh stories 
as well as new insights to enliven famil-
iar tales. The book considers hundreds 
of  generations of  First Peoples who 
managed the land in strategic and sub-
tle ways. What mechanisms of  colonial-
ism were applied in King Township and 
how did they affect King’s First Peoples 
and landscape? Who were the early set-
tlers and their descendants and how 
did their values, imaginations and sto-
ries impact the township?

The book considers the 20th centu-
ry infl ux of  city folks, many of  whom 
shared with long-time residents a de-
termination to keep King Township a 
green, living community.

If  you haven’t read it yet, now’s the 
perfect time to dive in.

A limited number of  copies remain 
available for $40 and can be purchased 
online at www.kingtownshiphistori-
calsociety.com, as well as in person at 
the King Museum and Pine Farms Or-
chard.

Founded in 1888, the Ontario His-
torical Society is a non-profi t corpora-
tion and registered charity dedicated 
to the preservation and celebration of  
Ontario’s history for people of  all ages 
and cultural backgrounds. To learn 
more about the OHS Awards Program, 
or to submit a nomination, please vis-
it ontariohistoricalsociety.ca/awards/ 
or contact the Society’s offi ces by tele-
phone or e-mail.

 King Township History Book named runner-up for award

Sharon Bentley and Ann Love were thrilled to have their history book named as runner-up 
for an award from the Ontario Historical Society.
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By Jim Stewart

After a narrow 2-0 home ice loss to 
the league-leading Toronto Patriots on 
Sunday afternoon, the King Rebellion 
rebounded with a pair of much-needed 
road wins:  a narrow 6-5 decision over 
the Sabres on Monday night in Buffalo 
and a tidy 5-1 besting of the Blades on 
Saturday night in Oakville.

The Junior A Rebellion has won 
three of four games since General 
Manager Jay DeGennaro renovated 
his roster. In the victories versus the 
fifth-place Sabres and the tenth-place 
Blades, the reinvented King squad was 
impelled by its new players. 

Five of DeGennaro’s acquisitions 
– Deacon King, Lukas Manikis, Julius 
DaSilva, Reggie Taylor, and Lincoln 
Edwards – lit the lamp in Buffalo and 
the “new guy” narrative continued in 
Oakville. 

Lucas Preiano, playing in his fourth 
game since being acquired from the 
Newmarket Hurricanes, opened the 
scoring versus the Blades after being 
set up by King. 

Edwards, in his eighth game with 
his new club since being acquired from 
the Cobourg Cougars, closed the scor-
ing at the spacious Sixteen Mile Sports 
Complex. 

Lachlan Larmand, who scored the 
game-winning-goal versus Oakville, 
commented on the productivity of the 
recent arrivals:  “Every new addition 
has great offensive abilities and a 
mindset to score.” 

Larmand, the Rebellion’s 
fourth-leading scorer with 12 goals and 
17 assists, complemented the play of 
Preiano whose opening goal dampened 

the spirit of the 1,500 fans in atten-
dance:  “Lucas is so strong on the puck. 
His goal shows how comfortable he is 
on the ice.”

Preiano’s comfort level was evident 
when he followed the play in from 
his blue line position, snared Deacon 
King’s rebound, and snapped it past 
Blades goaltender Marcos Cruz-D’An-
nunzio to give the visitors a 1-0 lead at 
11:32 of the second period.  It was the 
first of three goals by King blueliners 
on Saturday night.

Eighty-four seconds later, Larmand 
gave the Rebellion a two-goal lead 
when he banged in a rebound, earning 
assists for Adam Smeeton and Jared 
McNeil. The renewed confidence of the 
Rebs’ number one line was clear to Lar-
mand versus the Blades: “We’re getting 
on a roll now for sure.  We’re getting 
back to where we’ve been.  I was in the 
right place at the right time – with 
Adam and Jared doing lots of work to 
create the scoring chance.”

After great live music and a range 
of amenities created a carnival atmo-
sphere during the second intermission, 
the Blades finally solved King goal-
tender Noah Maven seven minutes 
into the final frame. Maven, the sev-
enth-ranked goaltender in the OJHL in 
SV%, held the host team off the score-
board for 47 minutes of play. It took a 
wildly-redirected deflection of Matthew 
Ross’s shot from the point by Christian 
Armstrong to get one past the acrobatic 
netminder and into the lower left cor-
ner of the net.

Despite surrendering the strange 
goal at 7:11, the Rebellion’s road resil-
ience was evident in the third period. 
Forty-nine seconds after Armstrong’s 

improbable deflection, McNeil’s lead 
pass to Andrew Willis created space, 
the King defender swept in off the left 
wing, and rifled a shot short side over 
Cruz-D’Annunzio’s right shoulder to 
restore the visitors’ two-goal lead. 

Another King defenseman jumped 
on to the scoresheet when Matthew An-
derson shot a puck from his side of cen-
tre ice into the Blades’ empty net with 
2:33 left in the game to make it 4-1 and 
seal the deal for the Rebellion.

In response to the empty-netter, the 
Blades made every effort in the final 
two-and-a-half minutes of play to run 
every red jersey into the ice, as they did 
for most of the evening. On a resultant 
power play and with 28 seconds left 
on the clock, Edwards made the home 
side pay for their truculence by beat-
ing Cruz-D’Annunzio high glove side to 
make it 5-1.

Larmand was pleased with his 
team’s discipline in a game when the 
Blades landed a series of legal and il-
legal bodychecks: “That was part of 
our pre-game talk. We knew they’d try 
to take runs at us. We did a good job, 
especially at the end. They eventually 
wore themselves out and slowed down. 
We kept it together as a group.”

In addition to maintaining their dis-
cipline, Larmand discussed the team’s 
strategy to succeed on the Blades’ 200 
x 100-foot rink: “We changed up our 
forecheck for them.  We switched to a 
2-3 passive in the neutral zone – one 
winger at a time – to keep them to the 
outside where they can’t do any dam-
age. We wanted to get to the inside and 
we scored our goals in good spots on the 
inside.”

The formula for success in Oakville 
was foreshadowed in Buffalo. At the 
Lecom Harborcentre on Monday, King 
got the visitors off to an even quicker 
start.  The former Caledon Admiral 

and second-leading scorer on his new 
squad beat Sabres goaltender Owen 
Scott only 56 seconds into the game.  

Buoyed by King’s 16th of the season, 
the Rebellion opened a 2-0 lead when 
Captain Jared McNeil set up defend-
er Matthew Anderson at 10:53 of the 
opening frame.

Six minutes later, the home side 
narrowed their deficit when Carson Joy 
beat King netminder Logan Kennedy, 
but former Stouffville Spirit defender 
Lukas Manikis restored the Rebellion’s 
two-goal lead 3:59 into the second pe-
riod.

The Sabres put two past Kennedy at 
5:48 and 12:40 to make it 3-3, but for-
mer Haliburton Husky Julius DaSilva 
fired his 14th of the season with two 
minutes left in the second period to 
break the tie.

With two seconds left in the middle 
frame, however, Griffin Johnston lifted 
Buffalo into a 4-4 tie.

Undaunted by Johnston’s late peri-
od goal, new Rebellion players Lincoln 
Edwards and Reggie Taylor tallied at 
3:07 and 5:19 to give their new club a 
6-4 lead.

Kennedy surrendered a goal to 
Tucker Lyndaler with 41 seconds left, 
but the King goaltender prevented the 
Sabres from tying the game and pre-
served the precious regulation win.

The regulation road victories in 
Oakville and Buffalo pulled the eighth-
place Rebellion to within five points of 
the slumping fifth-place Sabres with 
three games in hand. The Rebellion 
trail sixth-place Mississauga and sixth-
place Burlington by only three points 
with five and two games in hand, re-
spectively.

King (22-16-1-0) will host sec-
ond-place Collingwood (30-8-1-3) on 
Sunday, January 25 at 3 p.m. at the 
Zancor Centre.

King’s �repower returns in road victories versus Bu�alo and Oakville

By Shellee Morning
King Curling Club

King Curling’s Team Entry Leagues, 
also known as the competitive sector, 
are all displaying the parity of calibre, 
more this season than ever before in 
the club’s history.

Each week all 4 sheets are home 
to a competitive game that can make 
or break a team’s placing in the over-
all year to date standings.  While the 
actual accuracy of shot making has 
increased in player ability, so has the 
strategy by the skips in order to win 
the game.

The men’s league is made up of 16 
teams to which all play for 2 major 
events in their roster.  The first being 
the Ryder Cup.  A men’s invitational 
spiel between 4 clubs consisting of 4 
teams per club.  To represent King in 
the prestigious event, the top 4 teams 
in the men’s standings qualify (by reg-
istration time) to participate.

The second major event is the 
League Championships that are held 
at the end of the season. Both events 
require these heavy hitters to be on 
their game each week earning as many 
wins possible.

At the top of the leader board is 
Team Pelland with 52 points. They’ve 
held the top seeding for most of the sea-
son so far.  Tied at 2nd with 47 pts. are 
teams Allen and Kolody.  Gerrits at 46 
pts. sits in 3rd while Barber is in 4th 
with 45. Inglis has 41 and teams Da-
vis and Johns are tied with 40. A win 
earns 4 points so teams between 2-8th 
place with a mere 7 points in separa-
tion, can move a team drastically in the 
standings.

Women’s curling is the second league 
in the Team Entry category who are 
also in a weekly battle of position. In 
this league a win earns a team 8 pts in 
the A Division, 6 in the B. After each 
Round Robin, the bottom 2 teams of 
the A drop to the B group and the top 2 
teams in the B move up into the A.

All 12 teams in the roster requires 
top notch shot making whether it be 
hits, draws or guards for the win in 

order to keep a team in either the A 
division or hopefully move into the A 
division.

Team Gorsline sits atop the list with 
80 pts. while teams Stronach with 68  
and Morning with 64 are a win apart. 
Carins has 60, while deWinter and 
Hamilton are tied with 50 pts.

The B Division has seen a shuffle 
with their top 2 teams in each Round 
Robin proving the format is bring-
ing the calibre closer amongst teams. 
Team Fraser is well in front with 47 
pts. while J. Holmes holds 2nd with 36 
and Gerrits sits right behind at 34. D. 
Holmes has 27, Sinclair has 18 and the 
rookie team of Browning has 12. With 
the League Championships in March, 
each team has one thing in mind. Win!

The men’s and women’s leagues are 
also playing for the chance to represent 
King Curling club in the Ontario Club 
Championship zone qualifiers that 
lead to Provincials and National Club 
Championships. The top 2 teams at the 
end of the season, are eligible for this 
prestigious event, So there is a lot rid-
ing throughout the season.

The last league in the Team Entry 
family is the Mixed League who pres-
ents the closest, tightest, and most 
competitive roster of curlers. Every 
week the games are exciting, surpris-
ing, and  movement within the stand-
ings. 

See ‘Slim’ on Page 17

Competitive curling makes for tight games

League leader and Skip Sylvain Pelland 
delivers while teammates Anthony Strick-
land and Fausto Musato sweep during 
men’s curling.
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SCHOMBERG COUNTRY
& GARDEN

Sale Prices in effect January 22 to January 28, 2026

17380 Highway 27, SCHOMBERG • 905-939-2911
HOURS: Monday-Friday 8:00am - 5:30pm;

Saturday 8:30am - 5:00pm;   Sunday 10:00am - 4:00pm

Assorted
Scents

20% OFF

20% OFF

35% OFF

$31.99
TOMCAT RAT KILLER

BAIT BL0CKS

CANDLE CRAVE CANDLES 
NOW IN STOCK

15 X 30 450G

Reg. $28.99
SALE

$23.99
WE CARRY

DOG & CAT FOOD

$35.99
SALE

AGRI-CAT
CAT FOOD

18 kg

Wild Bird Feeders

Assorted Dog Coats

All Giftware

IN STOCK ONLY
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King’s Corners

King City United
By Sheryl Sinka

New worship time!  Sunday, Jan. 25, 
King City-York Pines United Church 
will worship at 10:30 a.m. with Rev. Bill 
Fritz leading our worship hour at 50 
Elizabeth Grove.  We invite all to join 
in our journey as we explore faith and 
what it means to us and live our lives 
as expressions of  God’s love in this 
world. 

This month’s Fellowship Lunch is on 
Wednesday, Jan. 28 at noon at the Sun-
set Grill in King City. Come and bring 
a friend! Please contact the office at 
kcuc@bellnet.ca or 905-833-5181 if  you 
wish to attend or for more information.  

“Serviceberry,” by Robin Wall Kim-
merer, is the subject of  the next Book 
Club meeting on Monday, Jan. 26 at 10 
a.m. This book is a lovely treatise on 
gratitude. You don’t need to have read 
the book to join in. Contact the office at 
905-833-5181 or kcuc@bellnet.ca to par-
ticipate remotely on Zoom.

We would like everyone to know that 
the church does have an accessible en-
trance and lift to the auditorium floor 
for anyone needing this assistance.

If  there are any pastoral emergen-
cies please leave a message at  the office 
at 905-833-5181.  

Please remember the King Township 
Food Bank in your givings.  Support 
through the food bank is an expression 
of  kindness and generosity for which 
so many are grateful.  We encourage 
you to continue to help with donations 
of  food or financial donations for the 
many needing assistance.

King Bible Church

Join us on Sundays at 10:30 a.m. for 
our Sunday Worship service. Pastor 
Mark will be speaking on our sermon 
series; “The Unstuck Life.” We will also 
be streaming the service online at 10:30 
a.m. on Facebook and You Tube. 

We will have an Open Closet Outlet 
on Saturday, Jan. 24 from 9:30-11:30 a.m.  
Please bring your own bag.  Limit re-
strictions apply and items are for per-
sonal use on and not for resale.

Please visit our website for links 
and further information: www.kingbi-
blechurch.com

If  you have any questions please 
email: Lisa Lethangue (lisa@kingbi-
blechurch.com) Administrative Assis-
tant, King Bible Church, 1555 King Rd., 
King City, 905-833-5104.

King City Seniors (55+)
By Carolyn Kanitz

Please note that art class is cancelled 
for Jan. 23 only.

Upcoming events at KCSC: 
Friday, January 30 – 10 a.m. – Presen-

tation – Joy Schwartz of  the MTO will 
provide winter driving tips and how 
to renew your licence. Registration re-
quested.

Friday, February 6 – 10 a.m. – Pre-
sentation – Mark Shimor of  RBC will 
discuss fraud and seniors. Registration 
requested.

Friday, February 13 – 10 a.m. – Work-
shop – Angela will provide a hands-on 
workshop in which valentine décor will 
be created. Cost $10/pp due by January 
30.

The following activities are offered 
at the King City Senior Centre. 

Monday mornings: 10 a.m., 11 a.m. – 
Mobility Matters.

Monday afternoons: 1 p.m. – Music 
and Movement/Cribbage. Monday af-
ternoons: 2 p.m. – Crochet class.

Tuesday mornings: 9:30 a.m. – Line 
Dancing. Tuesday mornings: 11:15 a.m. 
to 12:15 p.m. – Bone Fitness (must be 
registered with the Township).

Tuesday afternoons: 1 p.m. – Bid Eu-
chre.

Wednesday mornings: 10 a.m., 11 
a.m. - Mobility Matters.

Wednesday afternoons: 1 p.m. – Stan-
dard American Bridge.

Thursday mornings: 9:30 a.m. – Gen-
tle Motion (similar to Tai Chi).  Thurs-
day mornings, 11 a.m.– Qigong (must 
be registered with the Township).

Thursday afternoons; 1 p.m. – Carpet 
Bowling. 

Friday mornings: 9:30 a.m. – Art 
Class (2nd & 4th Friday of  the month at 
Laskay Hall).

Friday afternoons: 1 p.m. – Progres-
sive Euchre.

You may contact KCSC at 905-833-6565 
or kingcity.seniors@gmail.com

King City-York Pines

New worship time!  Sunday, Jan. 25 
King City-York Pines United Church 
will worship at 10:30 a.m. with Rev Bill 
Fritz leading our worship hour at 50 
Elizabeth Grove.

Last week, Rev. Bill’s message re-
flected on the amazing ways that we 
all have a part and a place in the “Body 
of  Christ” and its workings.  Our gifts 
and talents, no matter what they might 
be, are always valued as an extension 
of  that body of  Christ and we were en-
couraged to share our gifts and to cele-
brate those that are shared with us. We 
are all special in God’s eyes.

Monday, Jan, 26 The Book Club will 
meet at King City United Church at 10 
a.m. and Serviceberry” by Robin Wall 
Kimmerer will be the subject of  that 
meeting.  This book is a lovely treatise 
on gratitude and you don’t need to have 
read the book to join in. For more infor-
mation contact the office at 905-833-5181 
or kcuc@bellnet.ca  or to participate re-
motely on Zoom.

The merged United Churches of  
York Pines and King City invite you, 
friends and neighbours to join us for 
our monthly fellowship luncheon, a 
well loved tradition of  York Pines. 

Our next luncheon is on Wednesday, 
Jan. 28 at noon at the Sunset Grill, 1700 
King Road, King City (just west of  Duf-
ferin St. on north side). Please RSVP by 
Tuesday Jan 27 to the office at 905 833 
5181 if  you plan to attend. 

We would like everyone to know that 

the church does have an accessible en-
trance and lift to the auditorium floor 
for anyone needing this assistance.

If  there are any pastoral emergen-
cies you may leave a message at  the of-
fice at 905 833 5181.  

If  there are any pastoral emergen-
cies please leave a message at  the office 
at 905-833-5181.  

Please remember the King Township 
Food bank in your givings. Support 
through the food bank is an expression 
of  kindness and generosity for which 
so many are grateful.   We encourage 
you to continue to help with donations 
of  food or financial donations for the 
many needing assistance.

Sacred Heart Church

We welcome into the Church Cecilia 
Belle Lisi, daughter of  Matteo & Olivia. 
May the Lord Jesus pour

His blessing on Cecilia and her fami-
ly. The Sacrament of  Baptism will take 
place on Saturday, January 24, at 11 a.m.

Roast Beef  Family Dinner Saturday, 
Jan. 24 6 to 10 p.m. in the Parish Hall. 
Tickets and reservations of  tables 
are being encouraged. Kindly see the 
Knights of  Columbus after Mass.

Price: Adults $75 Seniors $60; Chil-
dren under 12 $25; Free for children 
under 5. Hosted by the Knights of  Co-
lumbus.

Sunday Coffee & Fellowship “Vol-
unteers Needed:  We need your help in 
making our ‘Coffee Sundays and Fel-
lowship’ a more frequent part of  our 
parish life. These informal gatherings 
after 8:30 am & 10:30 am Mass are won-
derful ways in building community, 
sharing conversation, and connecting 
with one another. Please consider join-
ing us at Coffee Sunday; an invitation 
for you to be the recipient of  that gen-
erosity. Also, if  your family would like 
to Sponsor a “Coffee Sunday.” Our next 
Coffee Sunday is scheduled for Sunday, 
Jan. 24. For information, contact Jus-
tine Cariati thecariatifamily@gmail.
com  OR Nadia Pascuzzo NPascuzzo@
archtoronto.org

Rectory: 905-833-1161. Email: sacred-
heartki@archtoronto.org Website: sa-
credheartki.archtoronto.org 

Facebook & Instagram: Sacred Heart 
Parish King 

St. Andrew’s
By Kathy Patterson

Everyone is welcome at our church, 
13190 Keele St., just 2 blocks north of  
the King Rd. Our Morning Worship is 
at 10:30 a.m.  

More on Page 14

Cougars frozen 5-2 by Ice
By Jim Stewart

Schomberg’s eight-game winless streak continued at the Georgina Ice 
Palace on Friday night.

The young Cougars dropped a 5-2 decision to the veteran-laden Geor-
gina Ice.

The Ice jumped out to a 3-0 lead after twenty minutes of  play, getting 
two goals from First Star of  the Game Seth Kirou and one from Connor 
Sookey.

Schomberg’s leading scorer, Mason Bondy, got the Cougars on the 
scoreboard 52 seconds into the middle frame.  Jason Stears reduced the 
visitors’ deficit to 3-2 at 9:41.

However, second-place Georgina struck back with a pair of  goals by 
Sebastien Ferris and Carson McKenzie before the end of  the period to 
close the scoring and provide the Ice’s margin of  victory.

Former Schomberg goaltender Vann Kulba stopped 27 of  29 shots to 
earn the W for the Ice in front of  492 fans at The Palace.
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ADVERTISING RULES OF THIS NEWSPAPER
The advertiser agrees that the publisher shall not be liable for damages arising 
out of errors in advertisements beyond the amount paid for the space actu-
ally occupied by the portion of the advertisement in which the error occurred, 
whether such error is due to the negligence of its servants or otherwise, and 
there shall be no liability for non-insertions of any advertisement beyond the 
amount paid for such advertisement. All advertisers are asked to check their 
advertisements after fi rst insertion. We accept responsibility for only one in-
correct insertion unless notifi ed immediately after publication. Errors which do 
not lessen the value of the advertisement are not eligible for corrections by a 
make-good advertisement. There shall be no liability for non-insertion of any 
advertisement beyond the amount paid for such advertisement. We reserve the 
right to edit, revise, classify or reject any advertisement.

DEADLINES
Unfortunately deadlines do not allow us to take ads after 5:00 p.m. on Mon-
day. When there is a holiday Monday, the deadlines will be Friday at 5:00 

p.m. All ads must be paid in advance by deadline or the ad will not run. WE 
ACCEPT VISA, MASTERCARD, AND AMERICAN EXPRESS PAY-

MENTS OVER THE PHONE

Classifi eds
Phone 905-857-6626 or 1-888-557-6626

or email admin@caledoncitizen.com

WE PAY CASH for 
scrap vehicles - any 
size. We also buy 
construction and farm 
equipment. Open 7 
days a week. Call 
905-859-0817 (Peter)

Beeton 2 bedroom apart-
ment for rent. Central air, 
in house laundry. Main St 
above an offi  ce. $1700 
month plus Hydro. Con-
tact 905-936-4216

Please recycle 
this ne� paper

406 VEHICLES WANTED

201 APARTMENTS
FOR RENT

Porsche 356/911/912, 
Jaguar E-Type or XKE. Tell me what you have, 

I love old classics especially German, British and Muscle Cars. 
Whether it’s been in the barn for 25 years, or your pride 

and joy that is fully restored. I’ll pay CASH. 

Call David 

905-367-7217

I WANT YOUR OLD CAR!

WANTED
CAR COLLECTOR SEARCHING

416-802-9999
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602 ARTICLES FOR SALE

A beautiful, custom made pendant. Contains 
a genuine silver Roman coin of Gordian III 
(AD 225-244). Solid 10 kt. gold frame and 
large bail, with genuine .20 diamond of 

above average cut and clarity. Measures just 
over 1 inch (3 cm.) in diameter and weighs 

10 grams. Asking $1,800.
Email mpavilons@rogers.com

Ancient Scythian short sword, dating to 
roughly 200 BC. A very nice, preserved 

specimen at 22” long. With wood stand. 
Scythian pommel swords (a variation of 

akinakes), were characteristic of Scythian 
and Sarmatian nomadic cultures in Eurasia. 

Discovered in Ukraine. Professionally 
cleaned and sealed with micro wax. A great, 

rare collectible. Asking $1,200.
Email mpavilons@rogers.com

SEASONED
FIREWOOD
647-237-5537

Face Cord $170
Bush Cord $500 

Smaller amounts also available.
We deliver.

1153 Canal Rd,
Bradford, ON L3Z 4E2

QUALITY FIREWOOD
Seasoned Firewood

$425/Bush Cord.
Fresh cut

$350/Bush Cord.
Call 905-729-2303 or

705-440-6450
Truckloads of firewood

logs now available

610 FIREWOOD/
TREES

610 FIREWOOD/
TREES602 ARTICLES FOR SALE

Grass fed/finished Angus 
freezer beef for sale. Sides, 

quarters and bundles.

 Valleybrook Farm
905-460-4662, 

blackcow@sympatico.ca

ADVERTISING LOCALLY WORKS!
612 AUCTIONS/FLEA MARKETS

Kevin Scott

McArthur - Bessey
Auctions

McArthur - BesseyMcArthur - BesseyMcArthur - BesseyMcArthur - Bessey
AuctionsAuctionsAuctionsAuctions

Farm, Livestock, Estate, Home & Business
Auctions with experience & consideration

Please contact us at
Kevin 519-942-0264 - Scott 519-843-5083

mcarthurbessey@gmail.com
www.theauctionadvertiser.com/KMcArthur

Interested in absentee bids? Consigning in an upcoming sale? 
Joining our Referral Rewards Program? Give us a call to get started.

Call, text or email anytime. Call: 519-288-2228 • Text ONLY: 519-938-1315
Lyn@KiddFamilyAuctions.com  | www.KiddFamilyAuctions.com

438280 4th Line, Melancthon L9V 1S9 (North of Shelburne)

PRESENTS - SOME AWESOME UPCOMING AUCTIONS!
JAN 30TH – Antiques, Collectibles & Quality Household Items - Features: an 
assortment of antique wood furniture incl Barrister Bookcase; Federal Style Cherry 
Storage Chest; Duncan Phyfe Mahogany Drop Leaf Table; Teak Furniture including 
Side Tables; Credenzas & Chairs; Icebox; Wrought Iron Patio Set w/ Umbrella; Pair 
of Wrought Iron Laneway Gates; 8 Gal Robinson Ransbottom Stoneware Crock; 
Victorian Pickle Castors; Weller Majolica Jardiniere Planter; Pyrex Mixing & Nesting 
Bowls; Anchor Hocking Fire King Mugs; Jannette Poinsettia Uranium Depression 
Glassware; Lantern Cooker; RD Toby Mugs; Carousel Horse; Swiss Cow Bell; 
1950’s First Edition Dr. Seuss Books; “All in The Family” Set Prop - Oak Hall-Tree; 
Razor E200 Rechargeable Scooter; Witney 4 Point Pure Wool Blanket; Turkmen & 
Persian Rugs; crates; magazine publications; tins; unique light �xtures; collectible �shing reels; bear-
paw snowshoes; cameras; quilts; apothecary bottles; stoneware & ginger bottles; tobacco pipes; 
carved walking sticks & decorative canes; and more.

FEB 6TH – Canvas, Carvings & Keepsakes / Art & Jewelry & Gems

FEB 17–21ST – Straight Shooter Sale

MAR 5TH & 6TH – Sports Memorabilia / Trains & Toys / Advertising Collectibles

MAR 25-27TH – The Roger Hadfield Estate Auction for Militaria and Firearms

 

ABATE RABBIT PACKERS meat processing facil-
ity from Arthur immediately requires 16 Whole-
sale and Retail Butchers with a minimum of 2 to 
3 years of direct hands on experience in meat 
cutting and processing. Duties include cutting 
and sectioning of meat, skinning and removing 
blemishes, deboning rabbits and chickens, cut-
ting meat into specialized cuts and preparing for 
wholesale and retail sales. HS diploma or equiva-
lent required. Positions off ered are permanent full 
time and salary is $16.00/hr for 42.5 hrs a week, 
OT after 44 hrs a week. Please apply in person at 
7597 Jones Baseline in Arthur, via email at joea@
abatepackers.com, via fax at 1-519-848-2793 or 
via phone at 1-519-848-2107.

505  GENERAL HELP WANTED

King’s Corners
From Page 13

Join us afterwards for coffee time. 
Pastor Alison continued with her new 
sermon series based on our alphabet, 
with the letter “C,” for Citizenship – 
Philippians 3:20. “But our citizenship is 
in Heaven.”  The idea was from Alistair 
Begg’s book called “C is for Christian: 
An A-Z Treasury of  Who We Are in 
Christ.” Check us out on our website: 
standrews-kingcity.ca 

This Sunday, Jan. 25 is our monthly 
Fellowship meal, a chili lunch. All are 
welcome!

The Annual Congregational Meeting 
is February 22, following our Morning 
Worship Service. Mark your calendars! 
Please have your reports in to Bonnie 
Mooney by Feb. 3.

For pastoral care, please call the of-
fice to speak with the Rev. Alison Ag-
new, or your Elder – 905-833-2325. 

All Saints Anglican Church
By Kit Woods

Every week, when I sit down to write 
this piece for King’s Corners, I think 

about invitation.
Yes, churches often use this space 

to share what’s coming up – services, 
events, rummage sales, pancake sup-
pers – and I do that too. But just as im-
portant as what is happening is why. 
Why we open our doors. Why commu-
nity matters. What people might find 
when they come through them.

At the heart of  it all is a simple mes-
sage: You are welcome. We want you. 
Come and see.

That phrase, come and see, comes 
straight from this week’s Gospel read-
ing (John 1:29–42).

In the opening chapter of  John’s Gos-
pel, John the Baptist points to Jesus and 
names him as the Lamb of  God. It’s a mo-
ment of  profound transition. The people 
who had been following John are sudden-
ly invited to look somewhere new.

Two of  John’s disciples do exactly 
that. They follow Jesus, unsure of  who 
he is or what will come next. When Je-
sus notices them, he doesn’t question 
their motives or test their beliefs. In-
stead, he asks something simple and 
deeply human: “What are you looking 
for?”

Their response isn’t a statement of  
faith or certainty. They simply ask, 
“Where are you staying?”

And Jesus replies, “Come and see.”
These are some of  the first words Je-

sus speaks in John’s Gospel, and they 
aren’t instructions or explanations, but 
an invitation. He doesn’t demand any-
thing from them, but he invites them 
into relationship and presence.

Faith doesn’t begin with having ev-
erything figured out. It begins with 
showing up, curious, unsure and open. 
It begins with time spent together. With 
listening. With noticing what unfolds.

That invitation is still calling each 
of  us to deeper prayer, to community, to 
service, to simply being present.

It hasn’t expired.
Jesus still says, gently and without 

pressure:
Come and see.
Come and see what happens when 

you make space. Come and see what 
changes when you stay a little longer. 
Come and see who you might become 
when you are known and loved.

Faith doesn’t begin with answers. It 
begins with presence. And the invita-
tion still stands

Please see our website, allsaintsking-
city.ca, for information about our ser-
vices and other upcoming events.

Nobleton &
Schomberg

United Churches
By Nancy Hopkinson

Our regular services are 9:30 a.m. at 
Schomberg and 11:15 a.m. at Nobleton. 
We warmly welcome everyone, even 
if  you just want to drop in for a short 
prayer. If  you do stay for the service, 
we invite you to have coffee or tea and 
some snacks afterwards.

Join us for our next Community Pot-

luck Lunch taking place on Tuesday, 
Feb. 3. We gather at 11:30 a.m. and have 
lunch at noon at St. Mary Magdalene 
Church. This is an opportunity to make 
friends and enjoy warm conversation 
over a shared meal. This event is free 
but bring some food to share with oth-
ers.

On Feb. 8, Superbowl Sunday, our 
churches will be gathering soup & 
crackers for the annual SOUPer Bowl 
Fundraiser to support the King Town-
ship Food Bank.

More on page 17
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Please
recycle this 
ne� paper

SUPPORT YOUR
LOCAL BUSINESSES!
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804 SERVICES

ALL JUNK 
REMOVAL

416-876-2219

BASEMENTS • YARDS  
GARAGES • GENERAL CLEAN-UPS

SMALL MOVES • ODD JOBS
Very Reasonable Rates

Text pictures for a qute to:Call to enquire:
905-832-9655

or, text pictures to:
416-876-2219

808 STORAGE

If Drinking Has Become 
a Problem We Can Help

416-487-5591
Or Call Toll Free in Ontario

1-877-404-5591
ALCOHOLICS ANONYMOUS

www.aatoronto.org

STORAGE
AVAILABLE:

20 yard sea can con-
tainer for storage lo-
cated in Nobleton. 
Safe location. For more 
information, please call 
905-859-0817

909 PERSONALS

Classifi eds
Phone 905-857-6626 or 1-888-557-6626

or email admin@caledoncitizen.com

MORTON, DOUG
In loving memory of a dear brother, 

brother-in-law and uncle who passed 
away January. 23,1994.

Two tired eyes are sleeping,
Two willing hands are still.

For one who suffered far too much 
Is resting in God’s will.

You never said goodbye to us,
For perhaps it’s just as well,

We never could have said goodbye 
To one we loved so well.

Sadly missed and always remembered 
by sister Carol, brother-in-law Larry 

and niece Cheryl.

With every snowflake that falls,
With every teardrop that is shed,
With every sunrise and sunset,
With every gentle breeze that
     whispers through the trees,
With every stream of sunlight that
     dances across the water,
With every season we are reminded
     of you and your smile,
On this the 29th year of missing,
     longing for a hug, a gentle kiss
     on the cheek,
Just longing to hold you one more time,
When it’s time we will.

Forever,
Mom and Dad, Alex, Evan, Zack. 

Erika Carlyn Nolet
January 18, 1993 –
February 20, 1997

Doyle: John McCormick
Passed away peacefully with family by his 
side at Royal Victoria Hospital Barrie, on 
January 7, 2026. John Doyle, at the age of 77 
years, beloved husband of Terry O’Connor. 
Loving father of Craig (Lois), Leah Peene 
(Ron), and Pat (Ashleigh). Dear grandfather 
of Connor, Ronan, Liam, Emma, and Braden. 
Predeceased by his brothers Ken and Ed. John 
will be remembered for his love of family, his 
strong ties to the Legion, and his devotion 
to the Montreal Canadiens, always cheering 
them on with passion. He remains forever in 
the hearts of his extended family, his Legion 
family, and many friends. A Celebration of 
John’s Life will be held at the Tottenham 
Legion 25 Richmond St. E. Tottenham, on 
Saturday March 14, 2026 from 1-4pm, with 
Legion Service taking place at 2pm. For 
those wishing to make a donation in John’s 
memory, contributions to the Royal Canadian 
Legion, Tottenham Branch #329, would be 
appreciated. Arrangements entrusted to Rod 
Abrams Funeral Home. Condolences and 
memories may be left for the family at

www.RodAbramsFuneralHome.com

It is with deep sorrow that the family  
of Gerhard Kohnen announces his passing. 

He slipped away peacefully, 
surrounded by family,  

on January 11, 2026 in his 91st year.

Gerhard Wilhelm
KOHNEN

Gerhard was a dreamer, a storyteller, a philosopher, a lover of  song and choir, and an 
artist who embodied the proverb: “The one who plants trees, knowing that he will never sit 
in their shade, has at least started to understand the meaning of  life.”

A loving husband, proud father, loyal son, brother, and Opa, Gerhard was born on May 
19, 1935, in St. Tönis, Germany. The fourth of  five children and the third son of  Gerhard 
and Anna Kohnen (Franken), he grew up on the family farm, learning to listen to the land 
and to use it to bring futures and dreams to life.

In 1962, he married the love of  his life, Katharina Gleumes, and together they worked 
tirelessly to bring those dreams into being.

Not content to remain in Germany and heeding the pull of  promise in  
a different land, Gerhard—along with Katharina, six months pregnant, and their three 
young sons under the age of  five—followed his older brother to Canada in 1968. They 
first settled in Quebec and, four years later, moved to King City, which would remain their 
home for the rest of  his life.

In 1979, Gerhard and Katharina moved onto an old farmstead on the outskirts of  King City, 
where Gerhard set about bringing his vision to life. Unwilling to sever his ties to the soil, and with 
absolute certainty in the outcome, he established a garden centre in the middle of  a cornfield—
seemingly in the middle of  nowhere—fully confident that this jewel in the rough would succeed. 
His family takes enormous pride in the legacy that became Black Forest Garden Centre. Gerhard’s 
touch was everywhere: from the stone entrance he built with fieldstones gathered from the fence 
line, to the whimsical structures that dotted the landscape—the blue sheep, the walking labyrinth, 
the secret garden, and forest trails that went nowhere and yet everywhere.

One of  Gerhard’s greatest gifts was his ability to connect with just about 
anyone, anywhere, on any subject. With homespun logic, disarming wit, life 
experience, humour, and endless anecdotes, he offered insight—and often  
a bit of  advice. He touched many lives with his warmth, creativity, curiosity, and charm. 
People often came to the Forest just to talk. Strangers became customers, customers 
became friends, and friends became family.

His life was a testament to his unshakeable faith in God, in family, and in the core belief  
that gave him purpose every day: that life without hope is hopeless.

At heart, Gerhard was a storyteller who believed that the stories we tell are the ties that 
bind us—connecting the fabric of  past, present, and future.

We need only look around to see his story.
And one more thing: he did manage to sit under the shade of  some of  those trees, even 

if  only for a little while. For that, we are forever grateful.
Gerhard leaves behind Katharina, his beloved partner in life and wife  

of  63 years; his sons John, Karl (Dan), George (Maria), and Andrew (Sherry); his 
granddaughters Meaghan, Daniela, and Martina; his brother Willi of  St. Tönis, Germany; 
and many nieces and nephews, all of  whom will forever cherish his memory.

A visitation will be held at Thompson Funeral Home, located at 530 Industrial Parkway 
South, Aurora, Ontario, L4G 6W8, on January 21, 2026, from 6:00 pm to 8:00 pm.

The funeral service will take place at Sacred Heart Parish, 14485 Jane St, King City, 
Ontario, L7B 1A3, on January 22, 2026, from 12:30 pm to 1:30 pm. Following the service, 
a reception will be held at the same location in the Parish Hall.

In lieu of  flowers, donations may be made to Doane House Hospice, 17100 Yonge Street, 
Newmarket, Ontario, L3Y 8V3. For more information, please visit their website at https://www.
doanehospice.org/support-DHH.

Nobleton Notes
By Angie Maccarone

St. Paul’s Church
By Linda Blydorp

We invite you to join us in person 
this Sunday at 10 a.m. Our Pastor, Jeff  
Loach, will lead the service this morn-
ing with a message entitled, “Welcome 
and Announcements” from Mark 1.1-20.

We offer children’s ministry and 
nursery during the Sunday service. 
After worship, you are welcome to join 
us for a time of  fellowship over coffee 
and goodies. If  you cannot make it in 
person, our live-streamed broadcasts 
are available directly on stpaulsnoble-
ton.ca or on our YouTube channel each 
Sunday at 10 a.m., or on demand at you-
tube.com/stpaulschurchnobleton.

Our Junction Ministries serve our 
children and families each Sunday.  
FirstLink is our staffed ministry time 
with our youngest attendees, and Junc-
tion is an age-appropriate time of  teach-
ing with our elementary-aged children.

Our Youth LifeConnect Group meets 
every second Friday, with the next meet-
ing being Friday, Jan. 23 at 7 p.m. This 

is a fun time with a range of  activities 
open for all ages from Grades 7 to 12. 

St. Paul’s monthly men’s group meet 
on the first Saturday of  every month. 
Our next meeting will be Saturday, Feb. 
7 at 9 a.m. Our mid-week LifeConnect 
small groups are a great opportunity to 
connect with others and grow in faith. 
Groups meet for discussion, study, and 
prayer throughout the week.   

St. Mary’s Mission
St. Patrick’s Parish

Mass Time Changes: St. Pat’s Church 
– 7:45 a.m. and 9 a.m. Sunday. St. Mary’s 
Church – 5 p.m. Saturdays; 10:15 a.m. 
and 11:30 a.m. Sundays.

St. Patrick’s Parish will celebrate its 
150th Anniversary with Cardinal Fran-
cis Leo on Sunday, March 8, at 1:30 p.m. 
There will be a fund raiser dinner at 4 
p.m. We are creating a historical photo 
directory. We will also be celebrating 
171 year anniversary of  St. Mary’s in 
Nobleton during 2026.

Nobleton Seniors (55+)
By Joanne Bailey
Program Chair

Please register for each program you 

plan to attend. Material and food are 
purchased according to the number of  
people registered.

Mobility Matters will be on Monday 
and Friday from 1 p.m. to 1:45 p.m.

January 15 – Decorate Your Home 
with a Winter Door   Hanger. Artist An-
gela Del Borrello will give instructions 
on how to create a wood door hanger. 
Register by January 8, cost is $10 which 
includes all materials.

January 22 – Sit back and relax and 
watch a movie on the new TV screen. 
Choice of  movie will be determined by 
the group. 

January 29 – Are your affairs in or-
der? A coffee and tea workshop on be-
ing prepared. Guest speaker Gordon 
MacGregor, certified executive advisor 
on behalf  of  Egan Funeral Home in 
Bolton will discuss the & key steps in 
being organized. 

February 5 – Create your own Acrylic 
Winter Forest Scene. Artist Angela Del 
Borrello will give  detailed instructions 
on painting a winter forest scene with 
acrylic paint. Register by January 29, 
cost is $10 which includes all materials.

February 12 – Ministry Transpor-
tation of  Ontario. Joy Schwartz Re-
gional Strategic Outreach Coordinator 
will discuss testing requirements and 

licensing for seniors over 80, trends & 
statistics for older drivers. 

February 19 – Heart to Home – Tra-
ditionally Balanced Meals. Heart to 
Home will discuss their menu, how it 
caters to various dietary needs and the 
delivery of  the food. Sample foods will 
be  available to try.

February 26 – Frauds, Scams and Fi-
nancial Abuse. Mary Shkoury, Preven-
tion Consultant with Elder Abuse will 
talk about recognizing frauds, scams 
and financial abuse to seniors.

Nobleton Lions

The Nobleton Lions look forward to 
continuing to serve in our community 
in 2026. Our first fundraiser of  the year 
is the poker tournament on Friday, Feb-
ruary 27, at the Dr. William Laceby Are-
na in Nobleton. For tickets, please con-
tact Gunther Vetter at 416-807-5469 or 
any Lion. Looking ahead, Easter comes 
early this year and so does the Annual 
Easter Egg Hunt which will be held on 
Saturday, April 4, 10 a.m. at Tasca Park. 
More details will follow.

Regular meetings of  the Nobleton 
Lions Club are held on the second and 
fourth Tuesday of  each month from 
September to mid-June. 
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GERALD 
LADEROUTE

LAND CLEARING 
LIMITED

• REMOVAL OF
TREES, BUILDINGS,

OLD EQUIPMENT, ETC.
• BOBCAT SERVICE 

AVAILABLE
• WE CLEAR BUILDING 

LOTS, FENCE LINES, ETC.

416.996. 5998

PROPANE AND APPLIANCE SALES

866-952-0146

RESIDENTIAL • COMMERCIAL • INDUSTRIAL
INSTALLATIONS   SERVICE   DELIVERY

CARLINg PROPANE INC.
Toll Free 1-866-952-0146   www.carlingpropane.ca

DANIEL’S ELECTRICAL INSTALLATION
Electrical Lights • Chandeliers

Ceiling Fans • Tracklights • Repairs
Cable Light • Clean Chandeliers, Etc.

Cell: 416-456-5336  |  dagwtw5@gmail.com

Established 2001

ServiceServiceAT YOUR

LANDSCAPING

JUNK REMOVAL

DEMOLITION

CONTRACTORS

CENTRAL VAC ELECTRICAL

HEATING/AIR CONDITIONING

TO ADVERTISE, PLEASE CONTACT ZACH AT 416-803-9940

SUPPORT 
LOCAL 
SMALL 

BUSINESS

FOR SUPPORTING A LOCAL BUSINESS

OPEN

Concrete / Interlock

Fiberglass Pools

Excavation / Demolition

- Walkways   - Curbs   - Patios   - Walls

- Supplied   - Installed

FREE ESTIMATES

647-891-0937

437-882-5464            416-799-6994

Residential  |  Commercial  |  Industrial

sales@safealliancedemolition.com

Health and Safety Consulting
Exterior Mechanical Demolition

Interior Selective Manual Dismantling
Fully Insured & Bonded

P.O. Box 66, King City, Ontario  L7B 1A4

25
YEARS
EXPERIENCE

PAINTING

DALTON’S PAINTING
 • Interior & Exterior Painting
   FREE ESTIMATES

905-773-5811

PLEASE RECYCLE 
THIS PAPER.

ADVERTISING LOCALLY
WORKS!

PLUMBING

Residential & Commercial
Locally Owned & Operated. 
Licensed, Insured & Bonded

• Complete Bathroom Renovations

• Plumbing Rough-Ins • Pumps

• Flooring • Toilets & Faucets

• Service & Repairs

• UV Lights & Filters

• Sewer Cameras & Drain Cleaning

• Hot Water Tanks, Pressure Tanks, 
Water Softeners

www.theplumbingguy.ca
NO JOB TOO BIG OR SMALL
GUARANTEED BEST PRICE!

647-228-1999
1-866-652-1999

24HR EMERGENCY RESPONSE

647-290-1779     647-281-9992

Carbone 
Home Renovations

Windows & Doors • Drywall / Drywall Repair
Tile, Vinyl & Laminate Flooring • Basements

Full Bathroom Renovations • Fences & Decks 

RENOVATIONS

HANDYMAN AVAILABLE

Reliant Property Services Inc.
Mark • 416-738-6270 • relianthandyman.ca

25+ years experience.
NO JOB TOO SMALL.
• Roof/Eavestrough Repairs
• Interior Maintenance  
 & Installations
• Lighting for Home Security
• Electrical Services
• Electrical Vehicle EV Charger

Keeping Seniors 
in their Homes

Licensed Master 
Electrician
ECRA 7005257

reliantpropertyinc@gmail.com

ROOFING

Roofi ng Pros
* Shingles, Flat, Aluminum * Repair/Replacement

* Licenced & Insured * 20 Years Experience
* Financing Available
905 252-7767

www.TheRoofi ngPros.ca
Serving King Township, including 
King City, Nobleton, Schomberg
and surrounding areas.

1-877-713-6837  |  www.guaranteedroofi ng.ca
Located in King Township since 1994

The Local Roofi ng Experts That You Can Trust

ASK ABOUT
ROOF REJUVENATION

SAVE UP TO

85%
OVER THE COST
OF A NEW ROOF

• Family Owned & Operated for Over 30 Years
• Shingles, Flat Roofs, Repairs & More

• Fully Licensed and Insured

ROOFING
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ServiceServiceAT YOUR

WINDOWS  & EXTERIOR CLEANING

TO ADVERTISE, PLEASE CONTACT ZACH AT 416-803-9940

SUPPORT 
LOCAL 
SMALL 

BUSINESS

AD

TO ADVERTISE CALL 416-803-9940

If you are reading 
this ad, our 

advertising works!

Tree Removal  •  Trimming  •  Stump Grinding
Land Clearing  •  Storm Damage  •  24 hr Emergency Services

519-938-6996 branchmanagertreecare@gmail.com

519-878-4761

FREE QUOTE

www.godontreecare.com
godontreecare@gmail.com

Tree Removal
Stump Grinding
Tree, shrub, 
and hedge pruning
Full clean up 
and disposal
Fully Insured
Free Wood and 
Free Wood chips 

BORA  
TREE SERVICE

CLEAN TREE REMOVAL & MORE 
CALL or TEXT: (416) 820-4050

WILL BEAT ANY QUOTE

TREE SERVICESTREE SERVICESSECURITY

Scoop from
Schomberg

By Susan Heslop

It seems that winter is going to be 
long, cold and snowy from all indica-
tions so far, but not all hope is lost, 
Spring is only two months away.  In the 
meantime, get outside and enjoy the 
sunny days.

You can now drop off  your old 
blue boxes to either the Trisan, Zan-

cor or Nobleton arena to be recy-
cled until Feb. 27. Please empty and 
clean your boxes before dropping 
them off.

Horticultural Society

The Schomberg Horticultural Soci-
ety has an exciting year planned and 
is accepting new members. If  you’re a 
seasoned gardener or novice there’s al-
ways more to learn so, consider joining 
this enthusiastic group. Here are some 
important dates to remember:

Tuesday, March 24, SHS General 
Meeting with Guest speaker Maria 
Shtembert on “Container Gardening,” 
along with a baking contest “Sugar and 
Spice & Everything Nice” baking con-
test and pizza party.

Tuesday, April 28, SHS General Meet-
ing with Guest speaker Kristen Mar-
tyn, “20 Facts about Backyard Birds.”

Saturday, May 9, Annual Plant Sale, 
Schomberg Community Farm 8 a.m. to 
2 p.m.

Tuesday, May 19, SHS General Meet-
ing, Guest Speaker Kathleen Gorsline, 
“Square Foot Gardening.”

Tuesday, June 23, SHS General Meet-
ing with Guest Speaker Karen Holling-
shead, “Soil to Table.”

Sunday, June 28, Annual Garden 
Tour, 10 a.m. to 4 p.m.

Tuesday, Sept. 22, SHS General Meet-
ing, Guest Speaker Cathy McDougall, 
“Sustainable Garden Hacks.”

Tuesday, Oct. 27, SHS General Meet-
ing, Guest Speaker – Brandon Hebor, 
“The Future of  Farming.”

Tuesday, Nov. 17, Annual General 
Meeting & Banquet, 6 to 9 p.m.

All events will take place at 
Schomberg Community Hall on Main 
Street, for more information please 
contact schomberghortsociety@gmail.
com 

Schomberg Euchre Club 

Euchre is every Friday night at Tri-
san in Room A/B from 7 to 9 p.m. The 
cost is $10 for the evening or pay month-
ly for $20. All you need to know is how 
to play (no beginners please), how to 
laugh, enjoy an excellent group of  peo-
ple and not take the game or yourself  
too seriously.

Schomberg 55+ 

General meetings start at 10 a.m. for 
coffee and 10:30 a.m. for meeting.

Naomi Simpson, professional as-
trologer and coach, gave us a highly 
informative and interesting talk about 
astrology and how it affects our life in 
different ways and what might be af-
fecting what is going on in our lives.

Monday, February 2 – Game Time 
with Maggie and Lynn – Celebrating 
the love month with “Roses are red, 
trivia is tough.”

Monday, February 9 – Presentation – 
Lynda Quirino will give a talk on “De-
mystifying Ghostly Phenomena” Lyn-
da is the founder and President of  the 
“Georgina Paranormal Society” and 
will be discussing the kinds of  ways 
ghosts and spirits present themselves, 
and why they may be present in the 
first place. She’ll cover topics like pol-
tergeist phenomena, orbs, portals and 
will be bringing along her equipment 
and give us all a live demonstration.

Weekly Events:

Monday afternoons – 2:15 p.m. – Mo-
bility Matters (Trisan Centre).

Tuesday afternoons – 1:30 to 3:30 p.m. 
– Bridge – in Multi Room B at Trisan.

Wednesday mornings – 10:45 to 11:45 
a.m. – Bone Fitness.

Wednesday afternoon – 2 to 4 p.m. 
– Mahjong –in the Curling Lounge at 
Trisan.

Thursday afternoons – 1 p.m. – Car-
pet Bowling - at Trisan. Thursday af-
ternoons – 3 to 4:30 p.m. – The Tight-
ly Wound ukulele group in the Multi 
Room B at Trisan.

Friday afternoons – 1 to 3 p.m. – Bid 
Euchre in Multi Room A at Trisan, 
newbies welcome

Friday afternoons – 2:15 p.m. – Mobil-
ity Matters (Trisan Centre).

Some new additions to our agenda 
that you might be interested in are

Mosaic Lamp Workshops with Art 
Masterclass Canada. Workshops are 
held twice a month. The next session 
is February 1 at either 10 a.m. or 2 p.m. 
at Best Western in Orangeville. The 
2.5-hour guided workshop includes all 
materials and Turkish tea service with 
treats. (Thanks to Ida Haelser for this 

suggestion).
Annual 2026 memberships remain at 

$20 for King Township residents, $25 for 
non-residents. For members that hold a 
valid Rec Pass at the Trisan Centre, the 
55+ membership fee is included at no 
additional cost.

Again, if  you find a lost dog or cat, 
please secure it and call Vaughan Ani-
mal Control at 905-832-2281, they are re-
sponsible for this area.

Please reach out at sporter5952@
gmail.com or 416-460-5952.

Slim point spreads
From Page 12

The League director can barely con-
tain his excitement by the end of the 
evenings games as the standings rotate 
between teams.

Teams Barber and Kolody are tied 
with 48 pts. for the top spot after sea-
son leader Barber lost in last week’s 
contest and Kolody squeaked in a tie.  
Battershell and Inglis are tied with 
47, Clark has 44, Morning has 42 and 
teams Flannigan and Sheardown are 
also in a tied position with 41 pts each.

With 4 points awarded for a win, and 
a slim 7 pt spread between the top 8, it 
is any team’s title for the taking. The fi-
nal months of the season will undoubt-
edly be one of the most exciting season 
finishers the club has witnessed.

Lead Christine Warner of top seed Team 
Gorsline delivers her stone during ladies’ 
league.

United Churches
From Page 14

This fundraiser began in the 1990s 
with a Presbyterian minister in South 
Carolina who was concerned about 
those who could barely afford to feed 
their families while those watching 
the game had plenty.  He challenged 
his church and SOUPer Bowl was 
born.  Since then over $220 million in 
food & funds have been raised around 
the world to support local food banks & 
food programs.

Rev. Evelyn McLachlan is continuing 
this by challenging congregations, faith 
communities & community groups to 
take part. Preferred soups are: Chunky 
soups, beef  stew, mild chili, Habitant 
soups, Campbell’s condensed soups and 
Knorr dehydrated soups. We hope you 
will take part in this challenge on Feb-
ruary 8!

Our next Schomberg Senior’s Lun-
cheon is Tuesday, Feb. 10 at 11:15 a.m. 
at St. Mary Magdalene Church in 
Schomberg. The meal will be Ruthie’s 
chicken casserole served with a green 
salad with maple syrup dressing. Des-
sert will be apple cranberry crisp with 
ice cream. The entertainment will be 
provided by Joe Crone from Aurora, 
singing ‘50s and ‘60s music.  Joe has 
entertained us before and is recently 
back in Canada after travelling around 
the world with his family. Please RSVP 
with Sheila Kelly (905-939-2315 or 905-
751-5190) if  you plan to attend as space 
is limited. Although the meal is free, do-
nations are appreciated to defray costs.

The Schomberg United Church 
Women will meet on Thursday, Feb. 12 
at 1 p.m. at St. Mary Magdalene Church. 
Everyone is welcome to attend. 
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ATHLETICS
The VC athletics program 

is based on a philosophy of 
personal growth nurtured by 
skilled and caring coaches. 

Developing a spirit of teamwork, 
sportsmanship and fair play 
is essential at all levels. Our 

student athletes enjoy state of 
the art facilities including a new 

turf field, indoor running 
track and 17,000 sq. foot 

triple gymnasium.

ARTS
Our comprehensive arts 

program includes Instrumental 
and Vocal Music, Musical 

Theatre, Fine Arts and Media 
Arts and is integral to our 

commitment to develop the 
whole person. Students have 
the opportunity to imagine, 
create, perform and develop 

self-worth. Participation in the 
arts serves to broaden the lens 

through which our students 
see the world.

STEM PROGRAM

The Science, Technology, 
Engineering and Mathematics 
(STEM) Program at Villanova 

College is an exclusive, four-year 
academic enrichment program.
Students will take an enriched 
math and science program in 
grades 9 and 10 to prepare 

them for the Advanced 
Placement (AP) program 

in grades 11 and 12.

ADVANCED 
PLACEMENT 
PROGRAM

Advanced Placement (AP) 
courses allow motivated students 

to study at a higher level and 
intensity in academic areas in 
which they have interests and 
strengths, preparing them for 

the most competitive academic 
programs at the top universities 

in Canada and worldwide.

SOCIAL OUTREACH 
& LEADERSHIP

One of the most important aspects 
of the Villanova experience is the 

opportunity to transform compassion 
into action through service activities. 

VC students share their own talents and 
resources with those in need in ways 

which have included overseas mission 
trips, weekly sandwich patrols, Habitat 

for Humanity builds and countless 
other social outreach projects.

YOU’RE INVITED
Villanova College is an independent Catholic Augustinian 

school committed to excellence and dedicated to the education of 
young people engaging them in their spiritual, intellectual, 

physical and social development.
We look forward to welcoming you to VC!

REGISTER FOR OUR WINTER OPEN HOUSE

905-833-1909 •  admissions@villanovacollege.ca •  www.villanovacollege.org

THURSDAY, FEBRUARY 5, 2026  - 9:30AM



t:905.898.1211   c:416.520.3651
anitakotsovos@gmail.com
www.AnitaKotsovos.com

Over 30 years of award-winning Over 30 years of award-winning 
real estate experience!real estate experience!

ANITA KOTSOVOS
R E A L  E S T A T E  S A L E S  R E P R E S E N T A T I V E

LIFETIME
ACHIEVEMENT

TITAN
AWARD

CHAIRMAN’S
AWARD

PLATINUM 
AWARD

HALL OF 
FAME

Realtron Realty Inc., 
Brokerage

Independently Owned and Operated

Everything is brand new - the gorgeous main house features a separate legal 2 bedroom basement apartment + the detached 3/4 car garage has a legal separate 2 bedroom loft apartment 
above! Absolutely spectacular newly built 4 + 1 bedroom 2851 square-foot luxury residence has all the bells and whistles! Top quality materials throughout including high-end appliances! 
Stunning designer gourmet kitchen w/huge island & deluxe quartz countertops open to spacious living room w/beautiful fireplace & large sliding glass door walk out to the huge partially 
covered deck. Generously sized dining room w/picture window & custom built-in cabinetry! Adjacent to the kitchen is a very large walk-in pantry, which is open to the cloak room and has 
a rear exit to the deck. Also, an office or 5th bedroom on main level. 9 foot ceiling heights and lots of pot lights plus glass railings on the open staircase add a touch of elegance! 

WOW!! UNIQUE ONE-OF-A-KIND PROPERTY IDEAL FOR EXTENDED FAMILIES OR LIVE HERE WITH 2 EXTRA POTENTIAL INCOMES OR FOR INVESTORS!! 

$3,150,000

•  www.theauroran.com
•  www.kingsentinel.com

RESALE 
HOMES
C O L L E C T I O N S
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PUT MY 38 YEARS OF SUCCESSFUL
REAL ESTATE EXPERIENCE

IN YOUR CORNER!

THE BEST IS THE 
LEAST I CAN DO.

CALL ME TODAY FOR A 
NO-OBLIGATION HOME 

EVALUATION!

TIME2BUY-SELL.COM

Mortgage Experts  
for Seniors
Helping senior homeowners 
live comfortably.
Access your home  

equity without selling.
Stay in the home  

you love.

FSRA #10315

Mortgage Broker - 905.953.6902

Carol.Cologna@mortgagegroup.com 

Mortage Agent L1 - 905.953.6990
Gord.Cologna@mortgagegroup.com

Carol  
Cologna 

Gord 
Cologna 

Homeownership is often  
characterized as a fulfillment 
of a dream. Indeed, many 
homeowners feel their ability 
to buy a home is a reflection 
of their discipline and  
commitment to saving money.

T hat discipline and dedication can set home-
owners up for long-term financial health, 
providing a unique sense of security along the 

way. First-time home buyers may not know what to 
expect upon buying a home, and since each home 
is unique, it’s impossible for even long-time home-
owners to say with certainty exactly how things will 
unfold once those new to home ownership get the 
keys to their first house. Various expenses might 
be the only common variable when it comes to 
homeownership, and some of those expenses may 
surprise first-time buyers. With that in mind, the 
following are some expenses first-time buyers can 
expect once their offers are accepted.

DOWN PAYMENT
Conventional wisdom long suggested home buyers  
should submit a down payment of at least 20 percent  
of the overall purchase price upon buying a home. 
Buyers who want to follow that advice would need a 
down payment of $80,000 when buying a $400,000 
home. But many home buyers now submit down 
payments considerably less than 20 percent, par-
ticularly in the modern real estate market, which is 
characterized by high prices and low inventory. The 
lower the down payment, the higher your monthly 
mortgage payment will be, so it’s best to save as 
much as possible toward a down payment.

PRIMARY MORTGAGE INSURANCE (PMI) 
Buyers who cannot come up with a down payment  
of 20 percent or more will have to pay for primary 
mortgage insurance, which is typically a set fee that is 
incorporated into the mortgage payment each month. 
PMI fees are typically waived once the balance on the 
mortgage reaches 79 percent or less of the purchase 
price, though some lenders may waive PMI prior to 
that if the value of the home increases considerably 
before the loan balance reaches the predetermined 
marker.

CLOSING COSTS
The amount of closing costs varies widely depend-
ing on a host of variables, but Bankrate.com notes 
it’s not uncommon for these costs to come in at 
somewhere between 2 and 5 percent of the loan 
principal. Closing costs must be paid no later than 
when the sale becomes official and buyers sign on 
the (many) dotted lines. Application and credit 
fees, title fees, underwriting fees, appraisal fees, 
and transfer tax are among the various fees that fall  
under the umbrella of closing costs. 

MOVING 
It’s also important that first-time home buyers bud-
get for moving costs. Moving costs vary and may 
depend on how much buyers already own and how 
far they’re moving. The home renovation experts 
at Angi estimate that local moves typically cost 
somewhere between $883 and $2,568, while long- 
distance moves may run buyers anywhere from 
$2,700 to $10,000 or more.

These costs are some of the upfront fees aspir-
ing homeowners can expect when buying a home. 
Long-term costs, including homeowners’ insurance 
(which is separate from PMI), property taxes, home-
owners’ association fees, and maintenance are some  
additional expenses buyers can plan for as they try to 
determine their home buying budgets.

If you are reading this ad,  
our advertising works!

MARKET UPDATE – DECEMBER 2025   

– Provided by Key Advantage Team Royal LePage RCR Realty 
Lindsay Strom, Broker
www.KeyAdvantage.ca  |  905-836-1212  |  info@KeyAdvantage.ca
* Not intended to solicit buyers or sellers currently under contract.

*The statistics provided were obtained from the Toronto Regional Real Estate Board's Market Watch DECEMBER 2025; Summary of Existing Home Transactions  
for All Home Types, DECEMBER 2025 + Focus on the MLS Home Price Index for Composite, DECEMBER 2025 for York Region's Aurora and King

AURORA KING
AVERAGE SALES PRICE AVERAGE SALES PRICE

NUMBER OF SALES NUMBER OF SALES

SALE TO LIST RATIO SALE TO LIST RATIO

YEAR OVER YEAR % CHANGE YEAR OVER YEAR % CHANGE

$1,248,524
AVERAGE 43 DAYS ON MARKET

$2,148,214
AVERAGE 56 DAYS ON MARKET

41
41 NEW LISTINGS

14
32 NEW LISTINGS

98% 92%

-10.86% -8.91%
As we closed out the 2025 year, the activity in the market remained modest. Aurora finished December steady and 
stable, while King finished off on a quieter note.  It’s a market where serious buyers are seeing opportunities, and 
prepared sellers are still getting good prices: especially if their property is well-staged and strongly positioned. This 
shift toward balance means buyers gain a bit more negotiating room, especially in winter months, while sellers can 
enjoy fewer showings, but more serious Buyers who are looking.  A handful of transactions continued to close, even 
as year-end typically slows with respect to market pace — with about 40+ homes sold in the month across all types 
in Aurora and 14 homes sold in King. Despite the favourable lowering of borrowing costs and increase in inventory, 
many Buyers are still exercising caution. For those thinking of investing, it might be a good time to secure a home in 
the slower holiday months, with less competition and more motivation and the potential for better pricing. Well priced 
and well appointed homes are still attracting attention. In an evolving market, Key Advantage is always here as a 
trusted advisor to talk strategy. 

Expenses  
    to expect  
upon buying  
a HOME
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For many first-time homebuyers, 
the idea of entering the market 
has felt out of reach over the 
past few years. Rapid price 
growth, rising interest rates, and 
uncertainty left many would-be 
buyers waiting on the sidelines.

Today, that landscape is changing — and for those 
considering their first purchase, the timing may be 
more favourable than it has been in years.

Across the Greater Toronto Area, home prices have 
adjusted from recent highs, inventory levels have 
improved, and buyers now have more choice and 
negotiating power. In communities like King Town-
ship, this shift has created meaningful opportunities 
for first-time buyers to enter the market with greater 
confidence and less competition than we’ve seen in 
quite some time.

A MORE BALANCED MARKET
When prices soften and listings increase, the market 
becomes more balanced. That balance matters for 

first-time buyers. It means fewer bidding wars, more 
time to evaluate options, and the ability to include 
conditions such as financing or inspections — pro-
tections that are especially important when purchas-
ing your first home. In King, this has opened the door 
to a wider range of properties, from townhomes and 
condos to smaller detached homes that may not have 
been accessible in recent years.

GOVERNMENT PROGRAMS THAT HELP
In addition to improved market conditions, there are 
several provincial and federal programs designed to 
support first-time buyers:

• First Home Savings Account (FHSA): A powerful 
savings tool that allows eligible buyers to save toward 
a first home with tax advantages.

• Home Buyers’ Plan (HBP): Permits qualified buy-
ers to use funds from their RRSP toward a down pay-
ment.

• Ontario Land Transfer Tax Rebates:  First-time 
buyers may be eligible for rebates that reduce upfront 
closing costs.

Understanding how these programs work — and 
how they can be combined — can make a significant 
difference in affordability. However, they are most ef-
fective when paired with the right purchase strategy 
and clear guidance.

WHY KING IS WORTH CONSIDERING
King Township continues to attract first-time buy-
ers who value space, community, and long-term liv-
ability. With its blend of village charm, natural land-
scapes, and access to surrounding employment hubs, 
King offers a lifestyle that appeals to buyers looking 
to put down roots. Entering the market now allows 
first-time buyers to benefit from today’s pricing while 
building equity in a community with strong long-
term appeal.

GUIDANCE MATTERS — ESPECIALLY THE FIRST TIME
Buying your first home is not just a financial decision; 
it’s a personal one. Having the right team beside you 
can make all the difference. The Michele Denniston 
Real Estate Group  brings deep local knowledge, 
proven experience, and a thoughtful, client-first ap-
proach to every transaction. We focus on education, 
clarity, and options — ensuring first-time buyers un-
derstand not just what they can buy, but why a par-
ticular decision makes sense for their goals.

Real Advice. Real Options. Real Estate.
That means clear explanations, honest conversations, 
and strategies tailored to you — not pressure, guess-
work, or one-size-fits-all answers.

THINKING ABOUT YOUR FIRST STEP?
If you’re a first-time buyer wondering whether now 
is the right time, a conversation is the best place to 
start. Understanding today’s market, available incen-

tives, and what’s possible in King can help you move 
forward with confidence.

Reach out to the Michele Denniston Real Estate 
Group to begin with real advice — and a clear path 
toward your first home, michele@micheledennis-
ton.com and her phone number 416-433-8316.

WRITTEN BY:  The Michele Denniston Real Estate Team

HALLMARK YORK GROUP REALTY LTD.

DIRECT: 416-418-6683      
OFFICE: 905-727-1941

JulianneBoileau@hotmail.com
Time2Buy-Sell.com

SALES REPRESENTATIVE

Julianne BoileauJulianne Boileau

MUST BE SEEN!
390 MAIN STREET, SCHOMBERG

FOR LEASE
51 SPRING HILL, KING CITY

DON’T MISS 
THIS ONE!

6 CHURCH STREET, SCHOMBERG 

WOW Over an acre on Main Street!  
Quaint Schomberg.

This grand home is perched high atop Main Street, featuring 13 Foot Ceilings, 7 Bedrooms, 5 Bathrooms,  
2 Main Floor Kitchens, Living Rooms, Dining Rooms, and Main floor Laundry Rooms! Separate 4 Car Garage,  
Tons of Parking.  Beautiful Private Picturesque Patio, surrounded by mature trees, perfect for Entertaining.  

No homes behind as property backs onto protected land. Walk to shops, Restaurants, Patios, Bakery, Groceries  
and More. Min to Hwy 400, 25 min to Airport. Over 3500 sq ft. Current owners using the entire home.  

You may want to rent one side or use as a multifamily home as this home is a Legal Duplex.
Call me directly for a private showing.  You’re going to love it!

Location! 
Location! Location! 

3 Bedroom 3 bathroom Family Sized Kitchen,  
Separate Dining Room.

2nd Floor Laundry Room. Walk to all amenities!  
Min To GO Station& Schools. A++ Tenants,  

Call me to view this outstanding  
Townhome linked only by the garage.

4 Bedrooms 2 Baths
Steps to Shops, Restaurants, Parks, and Library  

on Historic Quaint Main Street
CALL ME TO VIEW THIS  

UPDATED VICTORIAN GEM!

$1,
950

,00
0

Why now may be your moment in King Township
FIRST-TIME HOMEBUYERS:
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Global Reach With
Local Expertise

*

*

Premium Industrial Office Property $3,498,000Elevated Downtown Living

Woodland Acres Luxury Estate

$23 Net LeaseFlexible Commercial Unit

Entertainer’s Dream Home

CALL US TO LEARN HOW OUR MORE THAN 40 YEARS OF EXPERIENCE ALLOWS US TO DELIVER EXCEPTIONAL
SERVICE THAT CONSISTENTLY GENERATES THE BEST RESULTS IN ANY MARKET CONDITION

@AvenueRealtyInc

Christopher Fusco
Broker of Record/Team Leader

416-301-4878
cfusco@avenuerealty.com

Emily B. Fusco
Broker/Team Leader

905-737-6060
efusco@avenuerealty.com

Experience the benefit of our boutique approach and

worldwide reach that spans 5 continents and 50+ countries.

905.737.6060

*

Welcome to this 2,288 sq. ft. unit (1,144 sq. ft. office + 1,144
sq. ft. industrial) in the desirable Beaver Creek business
area. The office space features three private offices, an
open workstation and a meeting room, all with laminate
flooring and direct warehouse access. Highlights include
16-ft clear height, 60 Amp electrical, fibre optics, public
parking, on-site property management and easy access to
Hwy 404 and 407. Allowed uses: office or showroom.

Located in the heart of Yorkville, this exquisitely renovated
home blends modern luxury with urban convenience. Set
on a premium lot beneath a majestic 250-year-old oak, it
offers refined living across three levels plus a finished
lower level. Highlights include a showpiece Wolf/Sub-Zero
kitchen, soaring ceilings, stone fireplace, spa-like primary
suite, private terrace and professionally landscaped
grounds—an exceptional turnkey opportunity.

Own a private retreat on 1.15 acres in the prestigious
Woodland Acres estate community. This custom-built
home features a soaring 17-ft foyer, gleaming hardwood
floors and sun-filled open-concept living with a floor-to-
ceiling marble-surround gas fireplace. The chef’s kitchen
opens to poolside entertaining, while the finished lower
level offers expansive recreation. Professionally
landscaped grounds complete this exceptional estate.

Set on 1.01 acres in coveted Woodland Acres, this custom-
built estate offers exceptional privacy, luxury and
breathtaking views. Landscaped grounds showcase mature
trees, a resort-style pool, cabana and multi-level stone
patios—perfect for entertaining or quiet retreat. Inside,
elegant principal rooms, a gourmet kitchen and a grand
primary suite with balcony and spa ensuite define refined
living, while a walk-out lower level adds versatile space.

Stunning western sunset views over Philips Lake create a
Muskoka-like setting in Richmond Hill. Set on a double lot
with flagstone patios, garden walls, pathways, a bridge and
swing, this luxurious home blends elegance and comfort.
Features include a gourmet kitchen with lake views,
cathedral-ceiling sunroom, main-floor office, elevator
access to private bedrooms, finished lower-level living
quarters, wine cellar and heated floors.

An exceptional opportunity to build your dream lifestyle on
approximately 230 acres. About 60% is workable farmland,
currently rented to local farmers. This mature, treed
property features serene ponds, offering privacy and
tranquility. Located near golf clubs, hiking trails, schools
and local farms for fresh produce, with easy access to HWY
7 and a short drive to Lake Simcoe—endless possibilities
await!

Resort-Style Family Oasis$3,398,000 $4,900,000

$3,398,000

Prime Development Opportunity

$4,888,000

$7,998,000

Global Reach WithGlobal Reach WithGlobal Reach WithGlobal Reach WithGlobal Reach WithGlobal Reach WithGlobal Reach WithGlobal Reach WithGlobal Reach WithGlobal Reach WithGlobal Reach WithGlobal Reach WithGlobal Reach WithGlobal Reach WithGlobal Reach WithGlobal Reach With
Local ExpertiseLocal ExpertiseLocal ExpertiseLocal ExpertiseLocal ExpertiseLocal Expertise

Global Reach WithGlobal Reach WithGlobal Reach WithGlobal Reach With
Local ExpertiseLocal Expertise

Global Reach WithGlobal Reach With
Local ExpertiseLocal Expertise

Global Reach WithGlobal Reach WithGlobal Reach WithGlobal Reach WithGlobal Reach WithGlobal Reach WithGlobal Reach With
Local ExpertiseLocal ExpertiseLocal ExpertiseLocal ExpertiseLocal Expertise

Elevated Downtown Living Entertainer’s Dream Home

Woodland Acres Luxury Estate Resort-Style Family Oasis

Flexible Commercial Unit Prime Development Opportunity
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142 REGATTA AVENUE, RICHMOND HILL 
$1,749,000 65 ANCHUSA DRIVE, RICHMOND HILL 80 CRANBERRY LANE, AURORA

HOME.  IT ’S  WHO WE ARE.HOME.  IT ’S  WHO WE ARE.

KEYADVANTAGE.CA  |   905.836.1212   |   INFO@KEYADVANTAGE.CA

SUSIE STROM
REALTOR®

LINDSAY STROM
BROKER

SOLD
SOLD Happy New Year to 

our clients, neighbours, 
and community. 

We’re grateful for your 
trust and look forward 
to serving you in the 

year ahead.

YOUR FIRST  
WINTER MADE EASY: 
ENERGY-SAVING TIPS 
FOR HOMEOWNERS

(NC) A new year is a natural time  
to rethink everyday habits,  
including how we use energy  
at home. According to Natural 
Resources Canada, 64 per 
cent of the average home’s  
energy consumption goes 
toward space heating.

While  that’s  expected during Canadian win-
ters, energy use from air conditioning is 
also rising during hotter summers. Mak-

ing a few smart, efficiency-focused updates can help  
reduce waste, manage costs and create a more com-
fortable home year-round. 

Here are a few tips for a smarter, more efficient home:

TAKE A FRESH LOOK AT YOUR INSULATION. 
Your AC and furnace work hard to adjust the tempera-
ture of the air throughout your home. Don’t let all that 
work—and energy—go to waste. Without proper insu-
lation, the air in your home will equalize to the outside 
temperature just through contact with the walls and 
ceiling. Make sure you have a barrier to prevent this, 
so that your HVAC system only needs to make small 
adjustments to keep the temperature where you want it.

ELIMINATE WASTEFUL AIRFLOW. 
Any draughts or breezes you feel inside are the air 
in your home leaking out, and the outside air leak-
ing in to replace it. Use caulking and other sealants 
around every window and check your exterior walls 
for any potential gaps. Put weatherstripping around 
all your external-facing doors to keep air from flow-
ing through the doorframe, and consider using it on 
internal doors, too. This can especially help in multi-
story homes where cold air can sink to basement 
level, and warm air can overheat upstairs rooms.

MAKE SOME SMART UPGRADES. 
Smart home technology has improved to the point 
where your home itself can help you manage your 
energy use. Smart home platforms like Samsung’s 
SmartThings can help you monitor and manage your 
devices’ energy usage, create customized energy-sav-
ing routines and give you tips to reduce your over-
all consumption. For instance, rather than trying to 
maintain one home temperature though the day, a 
connected thermostat can sense when you wake up or 
arrive back home and adjust the air when it's needed.

All it takes are some simple upgrades focused on ef-
ficiency to regain control of your energy use. Smart 
investment in insulation, weatherstripping and a re-
sponsive home environment will pay dividends in 
savings as well as convenience.

Learn more about how you can save energy at  
samsung.com/ca/smartthings.

www.newscanada.com

(NC) It’s your first winter in your new home. The fur-
nace runs more than you expected, and every time 
you turn the thermostat up “just a bit,” you worry what 
it will do to your bill.

Energy conservation expert Craig Fernandes, from 
Enbridge Gas, shares simple ways to stay comfort-
able and use less energy:

Don’t let your thermostat waste heat while you are 
away. Turning the heat down when you don’t need it is 
one of the easiest ways to save. If you’re out at work 
or away for the weekend, your home doesn’t need to 
be as warm as when you are relaxing on the couch.

A good rule of thumb is to set your thermostat to about 
20°C when you’re home and awake, and around 
17°C when you’re asleep or out for several hours. A 
smart thermostat can do this automatically, by allow-
ing you to set a schedule once and let it run.

Why is a smart thermostat a great investment? For 
many homeowners, smart thermostats are becoming 
the “brain” of the heating system. Unlike basic mod-
els, smart thermostats can:

• �Follow a weekly schedule based on your routine.

• �Automatically turn the heat down when no one  
is home.

• �Use outdoor temperature and real-time conditions 
to adjust your settings.

• �Connect to a mobile app so you can check and 
change the temperature from anywhere.

That means more control, fewer “oops, I left it turned 
up all day” moments, and less natural gas used over 
the winter.

Explore more tips to reduce heating costs at enbridge-
gas.com/Ontario.

www.newscanada.com

RESALE 
HOMES
C O L L E C T I O N S

NEW YEAR,smarter ways 
to save energy at home
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Direct 289.221.1481 Office 365.500.8800 kellyburtrealtor@gmail.com

Do it yourself, Doesn’t Mean Do it Alone. Here’s How. 
Schomberg
Home hardware

17250 Hwy 27, Unit 1
(in the Foodland plaza)

905-939-HOME (4663)
Aurora
Home hardware
Building Centre

289 Wellington St. E.
Aurora

905-727-4751

• Window & Door Installation
• Kitchen & Bath

• Custom Deck Design
• Paint & Painting Supplies

• Stihl Dealer
• Delivery

We Offer Many In-House Services to Make Your Life Easier:

Your Community Hardware Store 
Serving York Region and Surrounding Areas

Your Community Hardware Store 

BRINGING 
COMFORT 
HOME, 
ONE INSTALL 
AT A TIME. At Aurora Home Hardware, 

we believe every project 
isn’t just an upgrade: 
it’s about making your 
house feel like home. 
From secure new windows 
and doors to beautifully 
designed kitchens and 
bathrooms, our expert 
team handles every install 
with care and precision.

Visit us today and 
elevate your space!

(NC) Winter prep is important for keeping your home and  
family safe through the season, but it doesn’t have to be  
complicated. With a few DIY upgrades, you can make  
your home safer and more energy-efficient. Here’s how  
you can get started:

DIY 
AVOID HEAT LOSS.
Seal drafts around windows, doors and electrical out-
lets. Use caulking, weather stripping or foam gaskets 
to keep warm air in and cold air out. Draft stoppers at 
the base of doors are a quick and affordable fix. Smart 
thermostats can be a great investment. They learn your 
schedule and adjust temperatures automatically, help-
ing you save energy when you're away or asleep.

STAY ON TOP OF HVAC MAINTENANCE. 
Replace your furnace filter every three months. A clean 
filter improves airflow and helps your furnace run effi-
ciently. While you're at it, check that heating vents aren’t 
blocked by furniture or rugs. It’s important to make 
sure heating vents are clear to keep your heating system 
from working harder than it has to, which can waste 
energy and increase your heating bill.

DON’T LET SNOW AND ICE BUILDUP BLOCK  
YOUR SYSTEM. 
“DIYers can make a big impact on their home’s safety 
and efficiency--and help save some money on energy,” 
says Craig Fernandes, a residential energy conserva-

tion manager at Enbridge Gas. “Just don’t forget to keep 
your meter and vents clear while tackling those winter 
prep projects.” Clear snow and ice gently with a broom. 
Avoid using snow blowers or shovels near the meter 
and never strike it to remove ice.

GET A HEAD START ON SPRING PROJECTS. 
Planning some spring landscaping or putting up a fence 
next season? Use the winter months to prep your to-do 
list. Winter is a great time to plan ahead for outdoor 
projects like landscaping or putting up a fence. Since 
you’re likely spending more time indoors, you can use 
the quieter months to research ideas, set a budget and 
make a to-do list. That way, when spring arrives, you’ll 
be ready to get started without delays. When you do get 
started, it’s important to contact Ontario One Call be-
fore digging. It’s the law, and helps prevent damage to 
underground gas lines.

Find more energy-saving and safety tips at enbridgegas.
com/energyefficiency.

www.newscanada.com

your way to a safer, 
warmer winter

RESALE 
HOMES
C O L L E C T I O N S
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Many people will admit that 
home ownership tops their 
lists of long-term goals.

Finding a home that is affordable may require 
moving into what many real estate agents bill as a 
“starter home.” But the arrival of a child, and then 

more children thereafter, could make a home that was 
perfectly functional for two or three feel too close for 
comfort. 

Anyone who would like to raise a family in the future 
might want to consider certain factors when choosing 
a residence or designing living spaces. A home that can 
grow with life changes can truly be a forever home. The 
following strategies can expand space when a family 
grows.

• DECLUTTER: It is important to go through belong-
ings regularly and remove anything that is no longer 
needed. This can be the first step to free up physical 
space in a room or the home in general. Donate any 
items that still have utility. 

• REASSESS YOUR EXISTING STORAGE: Look at dif-
ferent ways to maximize existing storage. Utilizing 
vertical space is one way to do so, so an investment 
in shelves, hooks and storage systems that maximize 
space in an upward direction can get items off the floor. 
Make use of storage under the stairs or in eaves. Loft 
beds with open space underneath are great for chil-
dren’s rooms because they maximize floor area.

• THINK ABOUT TOY STORAGE: Children love to play 
with toys, and once kids are in a home, toys will ac-
cumulate quite quickly. Have a plan for keeping toys 
neat and stowed away when not in use. Under-the-bed 
storage, toy armoires (that are secured to the wall) and 
furniture that can double as storage, such as storage ot-
tomans, are ideal.

• REVAMP A CLOSET: Although closet space may be at 
a premium, particularly in older homes, a closet can be 
turned into a nook to hold a desk for a homework sta-
tion or remote office space. Compact and organized, it’s 
easy to hide away when not in use by closing the door.

• UTILIZE ROOM DIVIDERS: Open floor plans have been 
the norm for some time. But at some point as a fam-
ily grows, privacy and multi-functional spaces may 
be needed. It can be costly to put up permanent walls, 
but bookcases or pieces of tall furniture can be used 
as room dividers to cordon off areas as specific spaces, 
like a child’s play area. 

• CONVERT A BASEMENT OR GARAGE: Garages and 
basements have a reputation for being catch-alls for 
storage boxes and holiday decorations. However, such 
rooms have plenty of potential as functional living 
spaces. Invest in transforming a garage or basement 
into a room that can grow with the family. At first 
it may be a play area for young kids. Afterwards, it 

can be a gaming or homework hangout. As children 
grow older, spaces can be converted to a family media 
room. Having this extra space can free up room in the 
rest of the house so people can enjoy alone time when 
they need it.

• MAXIMIZE OUTDOOR SPACE: A yard or another out-
door space can add valuable square footage to a home. 
A covered patio or deck can make the outdoor areas 
more usable throughout the year and zones can be cre-
ated for family meals, play and relaxation.

A family home will need more space as the years go on, 
and homeowners should keep that in mind when mak-
ing renovations or choosing a property.

Direct: 416-618-1714 • www.monicastohr.com

Monica StohrMonica Stohr

 “Opening Doors 
   to Your Dreams”

37 Award Winning Years
Top 2% in Canada*

Sales Representative

1400 SQ FT CONDO

Experience prime condo living in Aurora’s sought after Highland Green 
boasting over 1400 sq ft with split 2 bedroom layout & 2 x 4pc renovated 
baths. Features sunny south views, hardwood fl oors, spacious living 
room with beautiful built in cabinetry, full dining room & separate eat 
in breakfast room + oversized laundry room. Large primary suite offers 
4 pc ensuite & walk-in closet. Parking, locker, security guard, steps to 
all amenities - restaurants, shops & public transit. $938,000!

COMING 

SOON

How growing 
families can create 
more space

BUDGET-FRIENDLY  
DINING ROOM  

RENOVATION IDEAS
Dining rooms can get lost in the home renovation shuf-
fle, as many homeowners tend to focus on renovating 
kitchens and bathrooms instead. Homeowners do not 
have to invest a lot of money in renovations to give their 
dining spaces awe-inspiring makeovers. 

Here’s how to do so on a budget.

• LIGHTEN AND BRIGHTEN: Dining rooms were once 
very formal spaces. Dark woods, large pieces of furni-
ture, over-the-top chandeliers, and other details could 
be found in many homes. But now that houses are be-
ing built with open floor plans, dining rooms can blend 
with other spaces, which have moved to lighter-coloured 
walls, flooring and furniture. A fresh coat of vibrant paint 
can work wonders and it doesn’t cost much. If you can’t 
remove a floor, cover it with a brightly coloured area rug.

• SWITCH THINGS UP WITH SLIPCOVERS: Slipcov-
ers can be changed each season to dramatically alter the 
look of a dining room for little investment. Slipcovers also 
protect chairs and can be easily laundered after spills.

• ADD FLOATING SHELVING: Floating shelves pro-
vide much-needed storage or display space without 
the need to invest in another piece of furniture. Depend-
ing on the shelving, they can work in modern design 
schemes or even farmhouse dining spaces.

• CLEAR OUT THE CLUTTER: It might be time to say 
“so long” to that large curio cabinet and the knickknacks 
within it. Curio and china cabinets used to be de rigueur, 
but plenty of people now prefer more open and airy din-
ing rooms. For those who want to keep the cabinet, try 
decluttering inside to only include the very best display 
pieces and see if the cabinet can be refinished with paint 
or a lightly coloured stain.

• IMPROVE LIGHTING: Make the chandelier the state-
ment piece of the space. Go for a bold colour or an in-
novative design. Then add accessories throughout the 
space that coordinate with the chandelier.

• ADD BENCH SEATING: Those who need additional 
seating may not have to get entirely new furniture. Swap 
out some chairs for benches, which can fit a couple 
more guests than chairs.

• CREATE DEPTH WITH COLOUR: HGTV says that 
using various shades of the same colour in a space can 
add depth. Coordinate drapes, walls, seat fabrics, and 
accessories for a cohesive design.

Renovating a dining room doesn’t require a large invest-
ment of time and money. A few simple steps can give 
dining spaces a whole new feel without busting home-
owners’ budgets.

RESALE 
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RAFFAELLA DHINGRA
S A L E S  R E P R E S E N T A T I V E

Direct: 416.558.7600
O�  ce: 905.731.2000

FOR SALE
BAY VIEW & WELLINGTON - 180 JOHN WEST WAY UNIT 403, AURORA

2 BEDROOM PLUS DEN • APPROXIMATELY 1,100 SF • 1 PARKING• 1 STORAGE UNIT

The Ridgewood-luxury living in the heart of Aurora. This 2 Bedroom + Den suite 
o� ers approx. 1,086 sq. ft. in one of the area’s most prestigious residences. Freshly 
painted and move-in ready, it features hardwood � oors, California shutters, built-in 
cabinetry, and a modern kitchen. The primary bedroom includes a 4-pc ensuite with 
double vanity and glass shower, plus a well-sized second bedroom and versatile den 
with custom closet organizers.

Enjoy premium amenities including an outdoor saltwater pool, gym, steam room, 
theatre, party room, guest suite, and 24/7 concierge. Steps to transit, shopping, dining, 
parks, and top-rated schools. Ready To Move In!!!

NEW PRICE $948,000 $929,000

***Amenities photos only

rdhingra@royallepage.ca   |   www.dealwithdhingra.com

Servicing Residential & Commercial Clients for over 25 years

Not intended to solicit clients currently under contract with another brokerage. 
Consumer Choice Award Winner for #1 Brokerage in York Region.

Are you ready to put your home on the market? 
Ready to move and are overwhelmed? 

Sit back and let us do the work! Give me a call and let’s chat!

SOLD
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What to know  
about kitchen  

countertop materials
QUARTZ
Quartz is considered a low-maintenance and 
durable countertop material. The home improve-
ment experts at This Old House note that quartz 
countertops are typically 94 percent ground quartz 
and now come with an honed, sandblasted or em-
bossed treatment, which makes them appealing to 
homeowners with varying ideas on the ideal look 
of a kitchen countertop. Quartz can crack if it’s not 
handled properly, and edges and corners can chip 
over time. Rounded edges can minimize the risk of 
chipping. Costs vary by location and product avail-
ability, but quartz typically costs about the same as 
natural stone.

GRANITE
Consumer Reports notes that no two slabs of gran-
ite are the same, and that uniqueness has long 
appealed to homeowners. Tests run by Consumer 
Reports found that heat, cuts and scratches did not 
harm granite, though this material, like quartz, can 
crack around edges and corners. Granite is a du-
rable material that, if properly maintained, can last 
several decades. Granite also is nonporous, which 
makes it resistant to bacteria. 

LAMINATE
Laminate countertops appeal to budget-friendly 
homeowners and Consumer Reports notes that 
they’re easy to install. Home Depot also notes that 
laminate countertops come in a wide range of col-
ors, textures and designs. Laminate countertops 
also are durable, which helps budget-conscious 
homeowners stretch their dollars even further. Lam-
inate countertops are easily maintained, though it’s 
also easy to permanently damage them with knives, 
so Consumer Reports recommends always using a 
cutting board when preparing meals on laminate.

BUTCHER BLOCK
Butcher block countertops are among the more 
unique options homeowners may consider. Some-
times referred to as “wood countertops,” butcher 
block countertops are made from wooden strips that 
are fused together. The home improvement experts 
at BobVila.com note that butcher block is among 
the more affordable materials, but the final cost will 
be dictated by location and availability. BobVila.
com notes that butcher block countertops are highly 
sensitive to liquid, so exposure to moisture should 
be limited. Sealing butcher block countertops im-
mediately after installation can help protect against 
bacteria and warping. Though butcher blocks can 
be high maintenance, many homeowners find the 
unique look is well worth the extra elbow grease.

There is a process that must go into a kitchen ren-
ovation. Embarking on a kitchen remodel can 
be an exciting venture and homeowners may be 

eager to dive right in, but familiarizing oneself with 
what to expect prior to the start can help property 
owners navigate the process more smoothly.

• INSPIRATION AND DESIGN: The first phase involves 
dreaming up kitchen plans and making practical de-
cisions regarding efficiency and functionality. Con-
siderable time may be spent working with a designer 
and architect, which will involve choosing materials 
and a color scheme.

• CREATING A BUDGET: According to Angi, the av-
erage kitchen remodel costs $26,934, but price ulti-
mately varies depending on the scope of the work. 
Costs may be less or more depending on the size of 
the kitchen and the materials chosen.

• DEMOLITION: Before a homeowner can have a new 
kitchen, the old one must be removed. The real physical  

transformation begins with the demolition, which 
tends to be quick but messy. It is essential to set up  
an alternative “mini kitchen” elsewhere, or expect to be 
dining out throughout the remodel. The demo process 
may reveal any issues that will need to be remedied  
before the real work can begin, such as structural  
damage, leaks, mold, or other hiccups.

• CONTRACTOR WORK BEGINS: It can take one 
to three weeks for contractors to install plumbing,  
mechanical components, electrical wiring, ductwork, 
and more, followed by structural needs and drywall, 
according to sink and faucet manufacturer Blanco.  
Flooring and cabinets will follow, and can take another  
week or more. Fabricating custom countertops is a 
lengthy process and can represent the bulk of a kitchen 
renovation timeline. Expect a few weeks for counter-
tops to be measured, made and then installed. 

• APPLIANCES AND FINISHING TOUCHES: Appliances  
will be delivered and hooked up at the tail end of  
the renovation. Finally, the backsplash, fixtures and 

lighting are put into place. The last leg of the remodel 
will include painting, trim work and installation of 
hardware on cabinets and drawers.

Once all the work is done, it is essential for  
homeowners to make sure everything is to their  
liking. According to HGTV and Kitchy Crouse of  
CK Interior Design, a regular kitchen renovation can 
take anywhere from six to 12 weeks. With so much 
time devoted to the space, homeowners should  
ensure it lives up to their expectations.

As the renovation begins, homeowners should re-
member that unexpected issues can arise, including 
delays due to material availability or unforeseen chal-
lenges. Maintaining an open communication with the 
contractor, asking questions and remaining flexible 
helps. Although a kitchen remodel is initially disrup-
tive, it is an investment that ultimately enhances a 
home’s value.

A successful kitchen renovation project requires careful planning and a detailed vision of what  
the space will look like upon completion. Whether a homeowner is thinking about giving the kitchen 
a major overhaul or just a minor refresh, bringing that vision to life doesn’t happen overnight.
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COOKING UP 
 A KITCHEN REMODEL
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Let’s clear something up  
right out of the gate.
I don’t just sell houses.

I also know exactly where they fall apart.

Behind the walls.

Under the floors.

And right around the corner from that “charming 
original feature” everyone pretends not to notice.

That’s not cynicism — that’s experience.

Because while some people see listings, I see leverage. 
I see risk. I see opportunity. And in this market, the 
difference between a win and a regret usually lives in 
the details no one talks about until it’s too late.

We’ve officially left the era of hopeful pricing and 
crossed fingers. Buyers are smarter. Sellers are more 
nervous. And the market is no longer handing out 
participation trophies.

Good.

This is the kind of market where preparation gets re-
warded and shortcuts get exposed.

Most sellers think their biggest challenge is timing  
the market. It’s not. It’s understanding how their home 
will be judged the second a buyer walks through  
the door — because buyers don’t tour homes, they 
interrogate them.

Floors? Noted.

Kitchen? Judged.

Lighting? Questioned like it’s on trial.

Every unfinished detail quietly subtracts confidence. 
And confidence is currency.

Here’s the part most people don’t love hearing:

Your house doesn’t need more money thrown at it — 
it needs smarter decisions.

I’ve watched sellers spend thousands in the wrong 
places and leave even more on the table. I’ve also 
watched homes transform dramatically with a few 
strategic upgrades that actually move the needle.

The difference isn’t budget.

It’s strategy.

And that’s where being both a realtor and a renovator 
stops being a fun party fact and starts being a serious 
advantage.

I don’t suggest renovations because they look good 
on Instagram. I suggest them because I know what 
buyers will pay for, what inspectors will flag, and 
what appraisers will actually respect.

On the buyer side? It’s just as revealing.

I’ve seen people walk away from solid opportunities 
because they didn’t understand what a fix really costs. 
I’ve also seen buyers fall in love with shiny finishes 
while ignoring structural red flags that come back to 
haunt them six months later.

Fear is expensive. So is ignorance.

Knowledge, on the other hand, compounds.

And yes — sometimes that means I tell people things 
they don’t want to hear. Like when a renovation won’t 
pay off. Or when a home is priced for fantasy instead 
of reality. Or when “doing nothing” is actually the 
most expensive move of all.

But here’s the truth: homes are emotional, but the 
outcomes don’t have to be chaotic.

When you understand both sides of the equation 
— the market and the materials — you stop guess-
ing. You stop reacting. You start making intentional 
moves.

And that’s how you win in any market.

So whether you’re buying, selling, or standing in 
your kitchen wondering why it still doesn’t feel right,  
remember this: the market doesn’t reward hope — 
it rewards preparation. And when you work with 
someone who knows how homes are priced and how 
they’re built, there’s very little left to chance. I don’t 
just put signs on lawns. I fix problems before they 
cost you money. All About Homes. 

Julien Laurion
Realtor. Contractor. Local Dad.

All About Homes.
Serving Aurora, King City, and the  

communities in between.
I’ve got your back from start to finish.  

I’m a local Realtor who has lived in Aurora for  
more than 30 years and know it inside and out.  
With A LOT of home construction experience,  

I have an eye that will help you make informed  
decisions re: home concerns and renovations.  

Let me help you with your next big purchase/move.  
Please feel free to call or email me directly at  

416-402-5530 or julien@bigtuna.ca  
or check out my socials at @bigtunarealty

By Julien Laurion 
Real Estate 

Get an Instant Free Home Evaluation

on the Toronto Real Estate Board*

Sell With
The #1Team

start.faristeam.ca

*Unit sales on Toronto Board for 2025 comprising of 44 team members*Unit sales on Toronto Board for 2025 comprising of 44 team members

I SELL 
HOUSES. 
I also know where 
they fall apart.

RESALE 
HOMES
C O L L E C T I O N S
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LIST WITH ONE OF YORK REGION’S

TOP 50 AGENTS!

RECENT SALES BY ROCCO!

B ROKE R

Rocco Racioppo

Build Your Own Building! $3,280,000
Aprox. 3/4 Acre Vacant Industrial Lot in 
High Demand Richmond Hill Location. 

Call Rocco Today!

Privacy Plus! $2,499,900
Aprox. 5,400 SQFT Bungalow Situated on 

Almost Half Acre Treed Lot. 
Call Rocco Today!

Brand New Bungaloft! $2,498,888
Aprox. 4,800 SQFT of Luxurious Living Space. Includes 

Finished Walkout Basement Situated on a 105 by 156 FT Lot. 
Call Rocco Today!

This One’s Loaded! $1,850,000
Modern 2 Storey Home in Aurora With Open Concept 10 FT Ceilings. 

Open Kitchen/Family Room. Over $250,000in Upgrades. 
Call Rocco Today!

Golf Course Community! $1,838,000
5 Year Old Open Concept Home With Open Kitchen/Family Room.

Four Bedrooms, Three Ensuites. 
Call Rocco Today!

Just Outside Newmarket! $1,688,000
Just Under 4 Acre Rural Estate. Aprox. 2,500 SQFT 2 Storey Home 

With Finished Basement and 3 Car Garage. 
Call Rocco Today!

Legal Basement Apartment! $1,499,900
2 Storey Home With 9 FT Ceilings, 4 Bedrooms, 3 Ensuites. 

Open Kitchen/Family Room. 
Call Rocco Today!

St. Andrew’s Valley Golf Course Community! $1,499,900
Open Concept Bungalow With Premium South Facing Pie Shaped Lot, 

Aprox. 3,600 SQFT of Living Space Includes Finished Walkout 
Basement. Call Rocco Today!

Bungalow on Large Treed Lot! $999,900
Minutes to Upper Canada Mall. 

3 Plus 1 Bedroom Home.
Call Rocco Today!

870 Shadrach Dr, Newmarket 
Sold For $1,482,800

Call Today For a Free Market Evaluation!

286 Miami Dr., Keswick 
Sold For $785,000

(Represented the Buyer in this Transaction) 
Call Today For a Free Market Evaluation!

448 Sydor Court, Newmarket 
Sold For $858,000

Call Today For a Free Market Evaluation!

PROPERTIES NOW AVAILABLE!

REMEMBER... YOU GET
THE RIGHT RESULTS WITH ROCCO!

905-841-4787
ROCCORACIOPPO.COM
OVER 40 YEARS OF AWARD WINNING SERVICE

Call rocco today for a 
FREE MARKET EVALUATION

OVER 40 YEARS OF AWARD WINNING SERVICE!

SOLD
SOLD

SOLD
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