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Storm hits Holland Marsh

	By Mark Pavilons
Reports of a possible downburst hit the Holland Marsh last Thursday, in a sudden summer-like storm.

According to Councillor Avia Eek, there was plenty of damage on the King side of the Holland Marsh! A storage facility was blown

apart with debris strewn for at least 1/2 mile up Strawberry Lane. Telephone poles "snapped like matchsticks," and some fields will

need to be replanted due to rain and hail damage. Irrigation pipes (30-foot pieces of aluminum pipes) were thrown around like they

were nothing. Mature trees were downed and there was an issue at the transformer station on Miller Sideroad.

Many residents are also reporting that their vehicles have been damaged by the hail. Unfortunately, there's nothing the council is

able to do about this and they will just have to claim on their insurance to get it repaired. In the future, a Hail Cover can be used to

help protect cars from unnecessary damage. 

Damage was also reported on Rupke Road.

According to Environment Canada, a line of strong thunderstorms crossed southern Ontario late last Thursday afternoon and

evening. Some of these thunderstorms were severe, with strong winds and large hail. Severe thunderstorm watches and warnings

were issued during this event.

In the Holland Marsh area near Highway 400 and Canal Road, there  were reports of multiple trees down, a shed thrown, a tractor

trailer roll-over, and hydro poles down.

A post-storm investigation in the area concluded that the damage was  consistent with a downburst.

Newmarket and Aurora both reported nickel-size hail.

Hydro One crews were out Friday repairing poles and downed lines on Aileen Avenue.

Steve Gillies and Township crews worked to get debris cleared from roads in several different areas.
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