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Allstone provides quality products and services

By Mark?Pavilons

Nothing is as awe-inspiring as the beautiful lines of natural stone.

Stone is not only from the earth, but it is the earth, according to Joe Melo, founder of Schomberg's Allstone Quarry Products. Melo's
creativity and vision bores right into the heart of these eons-old creations.

It may seem odd to the average person, but Melo is atype of ?stone whisperer?2who can ?feel? a stone's ultimate ook and purpose.
Hisimagination, and years of landscape expertise, have given him the keen ability to pick out asingle stone, in aquarry of
thousands.

That sixth sense has resulted in some monolithic masterpieces across Canada and around the world. The guardian of Allstone, the
giant inukshuk that draws visitors every summer, is atestament to Melo's skill and mastery. Towering 11 metres high and weighing
82,000 kilos, 2Little Joe? was named after Melo himself. It's the tallest inukshuk in the world.

The sculpture is constructed from 11 granite slabs trucked in from the Grenville Mountains in the Canadian Shield, boasting some of
the oldest rock formationsin the world at 1.3 billion years old. These extremely large pieces of granite gneiss were extracted from
Allstone's quarry in Big Wood, Township, north of the French River.

Meéelo also loves a challenge and the chance to ?create something out of nothing.? He smiles when he talks about the art that arises
when you combine two, three and more rocks in symbiotic fashion.

There'sapair of large granite boulders on the lot that he refers to as ?The Couple.?

Melo's keen eye is the perfect resource for designers, landscapers, architects and builders, who are planning unique, even ambitious,
projects. For Melo, nothing istoo ornate or too large. ?Little Joe? stands tall in that department.

?1f you're a designer looking for ideas, thisis the place to buy,??Melo said confidently. He's more than happy to help consult on any
project, large or small. He will help you bring out the character and design elements of stone.

Melo and Allstone were instrumental in the 2003 installation of the gneiss monolith at the University of Waterloo, referred to as
WATROock. It's atowering, 28-foot piece that stands outside a lecture hall.

He's currently finalizing plans for alarge, 29-foot-long piece of granite, that will become a prominent display at a Toronto park. He's
spent two years to find the perfect piece, extract it and find a perfect, new resting place.

Melo has personally worked on many gateway stone signs for villages, towns and cities across the GTA and right here at home in
King Township.

Allstone is a huge supplier of aggregate and specialty stone for contractors both large and small. From large devel opers and
commercial clients, to backyard landscapers, Allstone caters to them all. They work with many local contractors and customers
receive wholesal e prices on the direct-from-the-quarry products.
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The larger stones today are ideafor retaining walls for everything from parking lots, commercial parks and even residential
purposes.

Allstone offers awide variety of architectural cut stone, building stone, stone for fireplaces, signs and even slab art. They also offer
flagstone, brick and Armourstone.

Melo himself enjoys taking his customers on atour of the granite quarry, where they can select that special showpiece, or group of
stones, that really speak to them.

With Allstone, you're getting quality stone and quality work. Their experts, combined with the product, are second to none. A lot of
talent and expertise is needed to select, prepare and install large pieces properly.

The family run business includes Melo and his three sons, Nelson, Peter and Jim.

Turn to Allstone for quality advice, experience and the very best Mother Nature hasto offer.

Contact them at 905-939-8491, 1-800-263-1270 or visit www.allstonequarry.com
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