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I’m not just a 
financial advisor, 
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• Investing – RRSP,  TFSA, RESP
• Estate & Legacy Strategies
• Business Owner Strategies

Rob Payne
Financial Advisor
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Your home is a foundation for fi nancial security and wealth, as well as a life well-lived. Understanding your 
personal and fi nancial goals is my fi rst priority
I want to share with you the 10 advantages of working with me and Sotheby’s International Realty Canada.

1. Building Wealth
2. Sotheby’s Heritage
3. Unrivalled Property Exposure
4. A True Global Network
5. Local Experts

6. Industry-Leading Technology
7. Proven Record of Excellence
8. Reporting & Accountability
9. Luxury at Every Price
10. Deep-Rooted Relationships

Connect with me to discover the potential opportunities you can have and let’s prepare for your next 
move, together.
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For the first time, King Township has created a policy 
to deal with potentially difficult situations with members 
of  the public.

Council recently approved staff  recommendations to 
create its Public Conduct and Video Surveillance Policies, 
which will help staff  and councillors address “unreason-
able behaviour and frivolous and vexatious requests.” 
The policy empowers senior staff  to impose restrictions 
on people found in violation of  the rules.

The Public Conduct Policy provides guidance for issu-

ing trespass notices under the Trespass to Property Act. 
The Video Surveillance Policy supports the use of  securi-
ty cameras in public locations to provide a safe and secure 
environment for customers, staff, and property while pro-
tecting the individual’s right to privacy.

Staff  noted that as a public service provider, the Town-
ship must occasionally address difficult or inappropri-
ate behavior from members of  the public. Unwanted 
behaviour includes verbal or physical harassment, frivo-
lous or vexatious requests, and vandalism or trespassing. 
Such behaviour may occur in multiple settings including 
in-person, electronically and by phone and, may target 
members of  the public, members of  council, Township 
staff  or Township property. 

See ‘Frequency’ on Page 3

King creates new policy for public interaction

King crews on watch
Snowplowing in King Township occurs in priority sequence – with major roads �rst, followed by neighbourhood roads, and cul-de-
sacs last – to ensure that �re and emergency services are able to drive on the roads and respond to calls. Road clearing is typically 
completed within a 12-hour period after the snowfall is complete but can take longer during a Signi�cant Weather Event. Learn more 
at king.ca/SnowRemoval.
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Join us! King Township is reviewing its O�cial Plan to guide growth to 2051, 
and we want your input. Attend one of three Public Open Houses to learn about 
the project, share your ideas, and help shape the future of our community.

Public Open Houses
From 6 p.m. to 8:30 p.m., with a presentation at 6:30 p.m.

Thursday, January 16
Trisan Centre
25 Dillane Drive, Schomberg

Wednesday, January 22
King Township Municipal Centre
2585 King Road, King City

Wednesday, January 29
Dr. William Laceby Community Centre & Arena
15 Old King Road, Nobleton

Making life better in King king.ca

@kingtownship

Follow us!

2585 King Road King City,
ON, L7B 1A1

905.833.5321

serviceking@king.ca

Upcoming
Meetings
COUNCIL MEETINGS
Monday, January 13
6 p.m. – Council Public Planning

Monday, January 27
6 p.m. – Council
Monday, February 03
6 p.m. – Council Public Planning

In-person at the King Township
Municipal Centre and live streamed
at king.ca/meetings

View full Council and Committee 
agendas at king.ca/meetings

We’re
HIRING

• Supervisor of Roads,
Rural Maintenance & Drainage

• Growth Management
Services Coordinator

• Camp Director

• Sports Camp
Program Coordinator

• General Camp
Program Coordinator

• Preschool Camp Program
Coordinator

• Outdoor & Nature Camp
Program Coordinator

• Cooking Camp Program
Coordinator

• Art Camp Program Coordinator

• Camp Counsellor

• Environmental Field Labourer

• Outdoor Program Facilitator
(4 month)

• Outdoor Program Facilitator
(6 month)

View job postings at
king.ca/employment

New 2025 waste calendar
is online now at king.ca/waste  

The waste calendar is typically delivered to mailboxes
in early December; however, due to the ongoing Canada 
Post strike, delivery will be delayed until further notice.

For questions about waste removal, contact GFL
at 1-866-421-5625 or email WasteLine@gflenv.com. 

Snowplowing occurs in priority sequence, with major 
roads first, followed by neighbourhood roads, and
cul-de-sacs last – to ensure that fire and emergency
services are able to drive on the roads and respond
to calls. Road servicing is typically completed within
a 12-hour period after the snowfall is complete but 
can take longer during a Significant Weather Event.

If your street is missed during snow clearing,
call 905-833-5321 or email ServiceKING@king.ca.

Winter-ready: King is prepared
for the snow removal season

View the new winter maintenance flyer king.ca/SnowRemoval

Season’sSeason’sSeason’s�eetings�eetingsSeason’s�eetingsSeason’sSeason’s�eetingsSeason’s�eetingsSeason’s�eetingsSeason’s�eetingsSeason’s�eetingsSeason’s�eetingsSeason’s�eetingsSeason’s�eetings�eetingsSeason’s�eetingsSeason’s�eetingsSeason’s�eetingsSeason’s�eetings
On behalf of Mayor

Steve Pellegrini and members
of Council, we wish all King residents 

and their families warm wishes
for this holiday season.

King RecPASS
Membership
Available for purchase online
starting January 2025

Get unlimited access (year-round) to drop-in 
recreational programming, including:

• Recreational & length swims +
aquafitness classes

• Public skating & shinny hockey

• Drop-in sports (basketball, badminton, 
pickleball, volleyball)

• Access to fitness centres +
group fitness classes 

One pass. Countless ways
for you or your family to play! 

For use at all King Township facilities. 
Amenities vary by location.

king.ca/RecPASS

Changes to pet licensing
e�ective January 2, 2025
Pet owners can look forward to more e�cient 
pet licensing with enhanced Animal Services 
Agreement with the City of Vaughan.

• New online system

• Lifetime tags

• Updated fees for dogs and cats

• Automatic annual renewal notifications

Questions? Call 905-832-2281
or email animal.services@vaughan.ca

Existing pet owners
will receive an email
with more details.

or email animal.services@vaughan.ca

king.ca/pets

O¢cial Opening
of Zancor Centre

Sunday, January 26
9 am to 6 pm

Featuring the
Mayor’s Pancake Breakfast  

FREE EVENT

Opening
of Zancor Centre

Sunday, January 26
Mayor’s Pancake Breakfast  

For more information, visit king.ca/ZancorCentre

Learn more at
speaking.king.ca/our-king-o¢cial-plan-review

Questions?
email policyplanning@king.ca

SCAN HERE
to visit the

O¢cial Plan Review 
webpage
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 The frequency of  incidents has in-
creased in the post-pandemic era caus-
ing interference in service delivery and 
increasing potential for threats to the 
safety and well-being of  members of  
the public, council and Township staff.

Township Clerk Denny Timm noted 
these are part of  a “suite” of  tools staff  
can use. All of  the details will be posted 
on the Township website for the pub-
lic. It’s not likely severe restrictions 
will be made often and there is a pro-
cess for review and appeal of  decisions 
under the new policies.

Councillor Debbie Schaefer pointed 
out while she supports the move, it’s 
unfortunate that such policies are need-
ed these days.

Following guidance from the Ontario 
Ombudsman, when municipalities face 
diffi cult or unreasonable conduct from 
members of  the public, they can choose 
to restrict their access to municipal 
property or staff. Municipalities can 
respond to inappropriate conduct via 
a service restriction, such as limiting 
all communication to a particular staff  
person, or to writing only.

In addition to this guidance, the 
Township has a general duty under the 
Occupiers’ Liability Act to ensure that 
persons entering Township premises, 
are reasonably safe. The Township has 
further duties under the Occupational 
Health and Safety Act and the Criminal 
Code of  Canada to address workplace 
violence and harassment.

One of  the enforcement mechanisms 
which the Township may use as owner 
and occupier of  premises, as well as an 
employer and a workplace, is to exclude 
persons from the premises. This would 
be done using a trespass to property 
notice in accordance with the Trespass 
to Property Act. This authority also ex-
tends to the King Township Public Li-
brary (KTPL) for the specifi c properties 
occupied by the KTPL.

At this point, there’s no process in 
place to issue trespass notices. Also, 
the Township does not have a policy to 
regulate and administer the use of  sur-
veillance cameras in its facilities. The 
use of  surveillance cameras is critical 
in ensuring the safety of  facility staff  
and attendees, and the security of  prop-
erty, while directly complementing any 
introduction of  a policy regulating pub-
lic conduct, staff  says.

In 2023, the Ombudsman recom-
mended that every municipality should 
develop and publicize a policy on ser-
vice restrictions and trespass notices.

These should clearly spell out the 
expectations for the conduct  of  mem-
bers of  the public, and clear measures 
for the municipality’s response to prob-
lematic behaviour.

The Township owns or occupies a va-
riety of  different properties and build-
ings which members of  the public or 
employees may access. These premises 
are accessed for a variety of  purposes, 
including work, recreation and cultur-
al activities, learning, and for accessing 
municipal and other programs and ser-
vices, along with furthering public dis-
course and participating in democratic 
processes and values protected under 
the Charter of  Rights and Freedoms.

Following the recommendation from 
the Ombudsman, staff  have prepared 
a suite of  policies and procedures to 
guide staff  encountering unwanted 
behaviour and managing surveillance 
of  Township properties. The proposed 
Public Conduct Policy enables staff  to 
issue service restrictions and trespass 
notices while the proposed Surveillance 
Policy speaks to the use of  surveillance 
cameras and footage in municipal facil-
ities.

To determine the best solution for 
King, a comprehensive review of  mu-
nicipalities within York Region, includ-
ing the Region itself, revealed that more 
than half  have already introduced com-
parable programs including Aurora, 
Markham, Newmarket, Vaughan, Rich-
mond Hill, and Georgina. A further 
scan of  municipalities across the prov-
ince yielded programs which have seen 
signifi cant success in both implemen-
tation and enforcement. Municipalities 
view the program as essential for man-
aging challenging situations.

The Clerk’s Division worked with the 
Community Services Department, Hu-
man Resources Division and Township 
Solicitor to draft the proposed policies, 
ensuring they bolster King’s commit-
ment to service excellence and commu-
nity safety in a manner that is fair and 
consistent. The Public Conduct Policy 
was also reviewed by King’s Integri-
ty Commissioner. The King Township 
Public Library was also consulted to en-
sure similar policies can be implement-
ed by the library that will compliment 
the proposed policies for the Township.

Under the rules, unreasonable be-
havior includes actions which unac-
ceptably comprise the health, safety, or 
security of  staff, other service users, or 
the individual themselves. Frivolous re-
quests are those which have no serious 
purpose or value or are about a matter 
so trivial that investigation would be 
disproportionate in terms of  time and 
costs. Vexatious requests are likely to 
embarrass or annoy the recipient or 
demonstrate a pattern of  conduct by the 
complainant or requestor, that amounts 
to an abuse of  the complaint process or 
request for Public Conduct and Video 
Surveillance Policies service.

Frivolous or vexatious requests may 
consume a disproportionate amount of  
council member and/or staff  time/re-
sources and can compromise their abil-
ity to provide assistance or deliver good 
customer service effi ciently and effec-
tively. Such requests may also impede 
staff  from attending to other essential 
issues.

The proposed Public Conduct Policy 
applies to interactions including public 
meetings, written, phone and electron-

ic communications and any interac-
tions on Township premises.

Where individuals are behaving in 
a manner that requires immediate ex-
pulsion from Township premises, they 
may be refused service and asked to 
leave the premises immediately. In this 
instance, a verbal notice of  trespass is 
given, advising the individual they are 
trespassing and must leave the premis-
es immediately.

The proposed policy requires such 
incidents to be reported, just as unrea-
sonable behavior incidents would be re-
ported. A staff  member’s director will 
then review the incident and decide 
whether to issue a written trespass no-
tice. This decision, as well as the length 
of  the notice, will be made by staff  in 
accordance with the Guidelines for Is-
suing a Trespass to Property Notice, to 
ensure consistency.

A $200 appeal fee is being proposed to 
cover the expense of  the appeal process 
associated with the policy. An amend-
ing Fees and Charges Bylaw 2024-096 
has been prepared to include this addi-
tional fee to take effect January 1, 2025.

Frequency of incidents sparked the new policy
Thursday, December 26, 2024 - THE WEEKLY SENTINEL - 3

NATURE FILLED PARKS, TRAILS, AND RECREATION5 MINUTE WALK TO METROLINX GO STATION

12765 KEELE STREET, KING CITY

12765 KEELE ST. IN KING CITY

SALES CENTRE:
18 DOCTORS LANE,

KING CITY, ON

REGISTER NOW ~ KINGHEIGHTS.CA
437-882-5464

$999
per square foot

Limited time only

LOW BANK
RATES, BIGGER

SAVINGS - INVEST 
FOR FUTURE

PROFITS TODAY

NOW
SELLING!

CLOSING 2026 



4 - THE WEEKLY SENTINEL - Thursday, December 26, 2024

Weekly Sentinel
KING

30 Martha St., Suite 205, Bolton ON L7E 5V1
Toll Free: 1-888-557-6626

905-857-6626    Fax: 905-857-6363
www.kingsentinel.com

� e advertiser agrees that the publisher shall not be liable for 
damages arising out of errors in advertisements beyond the 
amount paid for the space actually occupied by that portion of 
the advertisement in which the error occurred, whether such 
error is due to the negligence of its servants or otherwise, and 
there shall be no liability for non insertion of any advertisement 
beyond the amount paid for such advertisement.

Copyright King Weekly Sentinel 2024

Subscription rates:
Within 65 km except towns with letter carriers – $39.00 + G.S.T.
Beyond 65 km and towns with letter carriers – $67.00 + G.S.T.

Single copies 94¢ + G.S.T. or $1.00 (includes G.S.T.)

Simcoe-York Printing & Publishing Limited, publisher of the King Weekly Sentinel and the New Tecumseth Times.                Published every Thursday

PUBLISHER: London Publishing Corp.

GENERAL MANAGER: Zach Shoub
EDITOR: Mark Pavilons editor@kingsentinel.com
PRODUCTION: Lisa Clendening
ADVERTISING: Karen Nemet karen@lpcmedia.ca
DISTRIBUTION: Sheila Ogram sheila@lpcmedia.ca
OFFICE: Mary Speck
CREDIT DEPT.: Al Lord
CLASSIFIEDS: admin@caledoncitizen.com

Advertising & Administration
Head Offi ce

30 Martha St., Suite 205, Bolton L7E 5V1
Tel: 905-857-6626 Fax: 905-857-6363

Member

We acknowledge the 
financial support of the 
Government of Canada.

Editorial, Letters & Opinion
“A newspaper is the center of a community, it’s one of the tent poles of the community,

and that’s not going to be replaced by websites and blogs.”
~ Michael Connelly

 It’s been said that time fl ies.
Well, for yours truly, 2024 couldn’t 

have fl own by fast enough.
In my 61-plus years on the planet, I’ve 

enjoyed roughly 22,385 days. That’s a lot 
of  sunrises and sunsets, let me tell you.

Most of  our days are gobbled up by 
routine, mundane tasks, chores and 
work-related duties. We spend the good 
part of  our 16-hour waking days “tend-
ing to things.” Just think about it – we 
spent roughly 1/3 of  our lives sleeping; 
another few years stuck in traffi c and 
a year or three waiting in line. To have 
just one of  those years back.

Sure, there are a few hours each eve-
ning to enjoy a meal, exchange small 
talk with the family and watch the latest 
reality TV show. And, if  you’re a blessed 
dog owner, there’s always time to wres-
tle and cuddle with the pooches.

A few times of  the year we get to just 
chill and relax, soaking up the atmo-
sphere of  just doing nothing. If  we’re 
lucky, we get to leave our comfy homes 
and spend a week or so to enjoy the 
great outdoors, or sandy beaches.

But our summers are too short. De-
spite the fact the weather in 2024 was 
quite decent – with an extended fall – I 
didn’t get to enjoy it much.

My wife and I had a new gazebo in-
stalled in our back yard, complete with 
propane fi re pit, and yet we only enjoyed 
it once or twice. It was meant to bring us 
joy and share the outdoors, but my sum-
mer schedule messed things up.

There was the odd barbecue, but that 
was it. We added some nice outdoor 
lights around the back yard and had fun 
using the new power washer on the pa-
tio. If  those were entries in my journal, 
it would be pretty boring.

If  someone were to ask me what 
things, events or even small objects re-
fl ected 2024, I’d have to say chemo and 
my plastic hospital bracelets.

My six-session, four-and-a-half-
months-long chemo regime sucked up 
my weeks from July through November. 
While I could have dashed off  here and 
there to soak up the sun, it just wasn’t 
in the cards.

I also wasted a lot of  time feeling sor-
ry for myself, having my own lonely pity 
parties. They didn’t even include bever-
ages! Frosty, tasty beverages were off  
the table. 

Treks to Southlake became my rou-
tine and I got to know the hospital very 
well. While I tolerated the chemo treat-
ments very well, they came around 
every three weeks, preceded by blood 
work. When chemo ended in November, 
I enjoyed CT and bone scans, which re-
vealed no progression.

Many said that was good news. Well, 
the ideal news would be a reduction in 
cancer cells, but alas, my type of  can-
cer is something I will likely have to 
live alongside forever. Daily meds are 
currently keeping my PSA levels in 
check.

I’m currently trying to exercise a bit, 
drinking plenty of  water and taking a 
handful of  supplements aimed at keep-
ing me well. My handy Vibe unit and 
tuning fork keep me company.

I only missed a handful of  days, and 
went into the offi ce daily.

I keep myself  distracted because 
I have to. It’s the only way to keep my 

demons at bay. They’re really good at 
constantly nagging me, pulling at the 
tiny hairs on the back of  my neck.

So I spend my idle time playing vid-
eo games on my phone and watching 
TV game shows (I’m still not sure what 
to make of  Ryan on Wheel of  Fortune). I 
do have a hobby of  painting tiny model 
aircraft, but I put it on the back-burner 
lately. Just not “feeling it” even though 
it brought me a small amount of  joy.

I will endeavor to get at it as soon as 
I can.

In 2024, I had a lot of  time to re-
fl ect. While this is supposed to be a good 
thing, I’m not sure. Yes, I counted my 
blessings, over and over. I saw the beau-
ty in some marvellous summer morn-
ings. I enjoyed some great BBQ meals, a 
summer staple for our family.

I was open about my cancer with my 
children and had regular chats. Unfor-
tunately, they did see me at my worst, 
something I just couldn’t hide.

I cried a lot this year.
Someone once said that in our dark-

est moments, we don’t need solutions or 
advice, but a human connection, a quiet 
presence and gentle touch.

For some of  us, quiet can be danger-
ous. The gremlins mostly come out at 
this time, mostly. Being inside my own 
head proved problematic so this is one 
place I have to renovate, update and re-
new.

When I “gave my head a shake,” and 
came around, I did laugh a bit more. I 
found the humour in life at almost every 
turn. I enjoyed seeing my kids laugh, 

poke fun and exchange banter. They 
event sent some barbs in my direction, 
commenting on my bald head. Shrek, 
indeed! I’d say more like Telly Savalas.

There were many late-night conver-
sations in my head, thoughts rolling 
around like a ball in a pinball machine. 
I had a few deep chats with the Almighty, 
in search of  strength and guidance.

In 2024, I did learn more about my-
self. I realized just how frail we humans 
are and that we can be hit with some-
thing major at any time. Often there are 
no explanations or “whys,” so there’s 
no use spending a lot of  time pondering 
“what ifs.”

In taking stock of  my life, I realized 
a few gaps – missed opportunities, re-
grets, lost connections, and a host of  
bad attitudes. I was overwhelmed with 
guilt from time to time, thinking about 
how I could have done better as a hus-
band and a father.

Water under the bridge perhaps, but 
a current that brought me to where I am 
today.

I was quite preoccupied this past year, 
and I only hope that I helped more than I 
hindered. I wish that I encouraged more 
smiles than frowns.

Within my family, I really hope I fos-
tered more love, less confl ict and fur-
ther open conversation.

Really, there’s no value in looking 
backward and reliving past events and 
mistakes. I say if  you must look back, 
keep one foot on the gas!

Let’s hope 2025 brings us all some clar-
ity, peace of  mind and inner strength!

I’m glad to bid good riddance to 2024

Trivia Tidbits
 The Nanaimo Bar has three layers.

Mark Pavilons

Quote of the Week

“    Don’t define yourself by what 
you lost, but by what you do 
with what’s left.”

–     Keanu Reeves

Province

Projects receive funding
The Ontario government is investing more than $5.7 million in 85 proj-

ects that are helping create jobs and boost economic development in rural 
communities across the province.

The funding through the recent intake of  the Rural Economic Develop-
ment (RED) program supports projects that diversify and grow local econ-
omies, build community capacity and address barriers to economic devel-
opment and labour force challenges.

“Our government values rural communities throughout the province 
and this program provides municipalities, Indigenous communities, and 
not-for-profi ts with essential funding for projects that contribute to local 
economic vitality,” said Lisa Thompson, Minister of  Rural Affairs. “The 
Rural Economic Development program is another example of  how our 
government is ensuring small towns and communities across Ontario con-
tinue to share in the province’s growth and economic prosperity.”

The RED program provides cost-share funding support towards activi-
ties that create strong rural communities. This includes funding assistance 
to build local capacity and improve job prospects. The program aligns with 
the government’s priorities of  removing barriers to investment, opening 
doors to rural economic development, and creating good jobs.

Let your voice be heard!
Go online to participate

in our Weekly poll...
www.KingSentinel.com



Premier Doug Ford announced the 
creation of  Ontario Corps, a group of  
skilled professionals and volunteers 
that the province can deploy to help 
communities respond to natural disas-
ters and other emergencies, while pro-
moting civic engagement and commu-
nity participation.

“I’ve seen firsthand the incredible 
community spirit and dedication to 
volunteerism that we share through-
out Ontario,” said Premier Doug Ford. 
“With the launch of  Ontario Corps, 
we’re harnessing the Ontario spirit to 
help communities and neighbours in 
need deal with natural disasters and 
other emergencies, while providing ad-
ditional resources to keep our commu-
nities safe. I encourage everyone across 
Ontario who is interested and able to 
consider volunteering by signing up for 
Ontario Corps today!”

Inspired by successful models like 
AmeriCorps, Ontario Corps will work 
with non-governmental organizations 
and First Nations partners to help co-
ordinate specialized personnel and 
volunteers to respond to emergencies. 
Ontario Corps can mobilize to provide 
on-the-ground assistance such as emer-
gency shelter, debris management, food 
services and flood protection. Ontario 
Corps partner organizations include 
groups such as Feed Ontario, Ontario 
Search and Rescue Volunteer Associa-
tion, Salvation Army, GlobalMedic and 

Team Rubicon Canada.
To support Ontario Corps emergen-

cy response efforts, the province has 
procured flood mitigation barriers, 
drones, water pumps, chain saws, air 
purifiers and other supplies to support 
communities impacted by emergen-
cies. All equipment and volunteers can 
be deployed anywhere across Ontario 
within 24 to 72 hours to help support 
community response efforts. Partner 
organizations could also help prepare 
the province by training volunteers and 
educating the public on how they can 
plan for and respond to emergencies.

“Being safe, practiced and pre-
pared starts with having the resourc-
es, trained volunteers and specialized 
equipment ready when the next emer-
gency impacts Ontario,” said Trevor 
Jones, Associate Minister of  Emergen-
cy Preparedness and Response. “Neigh-
bours helping neighbours – that is the 
true essence of  Ontario Corps, which 
will guide our efforts to ensure our 
province remains a leader in emergen-
cy management for decades to come.”

People of  all skill levels and profes-
sional backgrounds are encouraged 
to volunteer for Ontario Corps to help 
their communities during emergen-
cies. Volunteers from all backgrounds 
and experience levels are welcome to 
apply. They will be provided with initial 
training and matched with partner or-
ganizations based on their skill levels, 

interests and availability.
Earlier this month, after a signifi-

cant amount of  snow accumulated over 
a short period of  time, the province 
piloted Ontario Corps in Gravenhurst. 
Ontario Corps partners the Salvation 
Army, GlobalMedic, Feed Ontario and 
the Ontario Search and Rescue Volun-
teer Association were deployed to help 
Gravenhurst conduct wellness checks 
on residents, provide food hampers and 
serve meals to the community, and sup-
port a municipal warming centre for 
community members who lost power or 
were stranded on motorways. In April, 
Team Rubicon Canada, an Ontario 
Corps partner, was deployed to French 
River after they requested support for 
flood mitigation, assisting locals with 
sandbagging efforts to avoid a flood of  
the area.

As a part of  the plan to modernize 
emergency management across On-
tario, the province is also establishing 
an Ontario Emergency Preparedness 
and Response Headquarters that will 
support a quicker and more coordi-
nated response. Located on surplus 
government property on Disco Road in 
Etobicoke near Toronto Pearson Inter-
national Airport, this state-of-the-art 
complex would be a multifaceted centre 
for coordinated and enhanced respons-
es to emergencies. A secure facility 
with dedicated training rooms, storage, 
warehousing and aviation infrastruc-
ture, the new headquarters would be 
built to withstand all types of  disasters 
including earthquakes, tornadoes and 
floods, capable of  serving Ontario 24 
hours a day, seven days a week, 365 days 
a year.

The government is also partnering 
with Northern College on a regional 
emergency hub in Timmins to bolster 
local on-the-ground response and en-
hance emergency readiness in north-
ern Ontario. The hub, located at the 
college, could be set up to serve as an 
emergency operations centre, a meet-
ing point for emergency partners to 
coordinate responses or a training cen-
tre for partners and volunteers in the 
north. Four additional emergency hubs 

will be established at strategic locations 
in northeast, northwest, southwest and 
southeast Ontario. These new hubs will 
store equipment to help support local 
efforts, providing timelier support to 
areas affected by emergencies.

Ontario Corps is part of  the govern-
ment’s $110 million investment over 
three years to strengthen emergency 
preparedness and response in Ontario.

Communities in need of  provin-
cial assistance during an emergency 
are encouraged to contact Emergency 
Management Ontario by way of  the 
Provincial Emergency Operations Cen-
tre. Staff  will assess the situation and 
determine the best support to provide 
to the community—Ontario Corps part-
ners, equipment, regional field services 
staff  and/or more.

Ontario Corps is a key accomplish-
ment of  the Provincial Emergency 
Management Strategy and Action Plan, 
which highlights actions the province 
is taking to ensure that every commu-
nity in Ontario is safe, practiced and 
prepared before, during and after emer-
gencies.

“The Ontario Corps partnership has 
significantly increased The Salvation 
Army’s capacity to respond during 
emergencies. With funding for a new 
canteen truck and essential supplies, 
we have been able to pre-position re-
sources for faster responses to com-
munities in northern Ontario. We are 
deeply grateful for this partnership,” 
said Stephanie Couturier, Ontario Di-
rector, Emergency Disaster Services, 
The Salvation Army.

“We are thankful to partner with the 
province. We have thousands of  volun-
teers who daily help their neighbours 
and want to do more. With financial 
support from the province we have 
bought and trained on emergency gear 
including flood barriers, field tents, 
trailer mounted generators and a laun-
dry trailer. We have provided drones 
and training to four remote First Na-
tions communities. We will keep re-
sponding to help the people of  Ontario,” 
added Rahul Singh, Executive Director, 
GlobalMedic.

Ontario makes history as one of first provinces in
Canada to mobilize volunteer corps for emergencies

The Ontario government intro-
duced legislation that would, if  passed, 
strengthen municipal governance and 
accountability as well as give Missis-
sauga, Brampton and Caledon the tools 
they need to provide high-quality ser-
vices to local taxpayers as these munic-
ipalities continue to grow.

Ontario is proposing changes 
through the Municipal Accountability 
Act, 2024 that, if  passed, would enable 
the creation of  a new, standardized 
municipal code of  conduct, an integri-
ty commissioner inquiry process that 
would be consistent throughout the 
province, and mandatory code of  con-
duct training for members of  council 
and certain local boards.

“We had to make sure we got this 
right, which is why we worked with 
Ontario’s Integrity Commissioner to 
find the best path forward to create a 
standardized code of  conduct process 
across the province,” said Paul Calan-
dra, Minister of  Municipal Affairs and 
Housing. “This process will support 
consistent accountability across our 
municipalities.”

If  passed, the changes would include 
a penalty of  removing and disqualify-
ing a member from office if  they are in 
serious violation of  the proposed code. 
Removal and disqualification could 
only occur upon the recommendation 
of  the municipal integrity commis-
sioner, a concurring report from the 
Integrity Commissioner of  Ontario 
and a unanimous vote of  council, with 
the exception of  the member who is the 
subject of  the report, members whose 
absence is approved by council or mem-
bers who have a financial conflict of  in-
terest under the Municipal Conflict of  
Interest Act.

The government also introduced the 
Peel Transition Implementation Act, 
2024 which would, if  passed, transfer 
the delivery of  key public works ser-
vices from the Region of  Peel to Missis-
sauga, Brampton and Caledon. The pro-
posed changes, which would provide 
these municipalities with greater in-
dependence to meet the needs of  their 
growing communities, include trans-
ferring jurisdiction and responsibility 
for the following services, effective July 
1, 2026:

Regional roads and associated storm-
water infrastructure, including owner-
ship and maintenance responsibilities, 
from the Region of  Peel to Mississauga, 
Brampton and Caledon.

Waste collection services and two 
community recycling centres located in 
Mississauga from the Region of  Peel to 
the City of  Mississauga.

These changes would build on the 
previously enacted transfer of  land-use 
planning responsibilities to Mississau-
ga, Brampton and Caledon on July 1, 
2024.

To support the Region of  Peel and 
the municipalities through this im-
portant transition, Ontario’s Provin-
cial Land and Development Facilitator 
(PLDF) advisory agency will work with 
the municipalities to facilitate the pro-
cess for service transfers. The costs of  
the PLDF’s services will be covered by 
the province.

The proposed changes in the Peel 
Transition Implementation Act, 2024 

came through engagement with a wide 
range of  stakeholders beginning in 
summer 2023, including the affected 
municipalities, provincial ministries, 
industry groups, community agencies 
and subject matter experts, led by the 
Peel Region Transition Board.

Transfer of  waste collection services 
to Brampton and Caledon remains open 
for future consideration.

The government is continuing to 
explore potential options for the trans-
fer of  water/wastewater services from 
Peel Region with any future outcome 
maintaining public ownership.

The Peel Region Transition Board, 
which was appointed to make recom-
mendations to the Minister of  Munici-
pal Affairs and Housing on the transfer 
of  key public works services from the 
Region of  Peel to Mississauga, Bramp-
ton and Caledon, will be dissolved effec-
tive Dec. 31, 2024.

Ontario is also supporting local plan-
ning priorities by transferring land-use 
planning responsibilities from Durham 
and Waterloo regions and giving prima-
ry responsibility to the local munici-
palities within these regions, effective 
January 1, 2025. Niagara Region would 
have these responsibilities transferred 
as of  March 31, 2025.

“Municipal councils in Ontario have 
asked for legislation that holds elect-
ed officials to a higher standard of  ac-
countability. If  passed, this bill would 
deliver on ensuring that as members 
of  council, we are living up to the trust 
that residents put in us. We commend 
Minister Calandra for getting to this 
point,” said Robin Jones, AMO Presi-
dent and Mayor of  Westport.

These two pieces of  legislation rep-
resent significant steps forward in 
strengthening municipal governance,” 
said Aurora Mayor Tom Mrakas.

Municipal code of conduct
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The Ontario government has con-
cluded a successful trade mission to 
Poland and Estonia to strengthen ex-
isting relationships and showcase how 
Ontario and its nuclear supply chain 
can help countries around the world 
meet increasing energy demands. This 
mission, led by Stephen Lecce, Minister 
of  Energy and Electrifi cation, helped 
secure an up to $40 million agreement 
between Laurentis Energy Partners, a 
subsidiary of  Ontario Power Genera-
tion, and Orlen Synthos Green Energy 
(OSGE).

“The world is watching Ontario as 
we lead the largest expansion of  nu-
clear energy on the continent to help 
meet surging demand for more energy,” 
said Minister Lecce. “Countries around 

the world are looking to replicate this 
success story, including our affordable 
and reliable nuclear fl eet. That’s why 
our government is exporting its world-
class nuclear expertise to create jobs 
back home while supporting Europe’s 
energy security as we make the case to 
decouple dependence from the Putin re-
gime. We have successfully signed deals 
that set the stage for Ontario’s nuclear 
expansion into Europe that will gener-
ate revenue and create new, good-pay-
ing jobs for Ontario workers.”

In Warsaw, Poland King–Vaughan’s 
MPP joined Rafal Kasprow, CEO for 
OSGE for the signing of  a new agree-
ment that will see Laurentis Energy 
Partners support the deployment of  
small modular reactors in Poland. Un-

der the agreement, which is valued at 
up to $40 million, Laurentis will sup-
port the completion of  a Preliminary 
Safety Analysis Report, a comprehen-
sive study required by Poland’s Nation-
al Atomic Energy Agency.

Minister Lecce also attended the 
ReBuild Ukraine Conference while in 
Poland. Minister Lecce shared that On-
tario’s energy sector will be providing 
nearly $5 million in energy equipment 
to Ukraine including critical equip-
ment for the electrical grid itself, such 
as transformers and replacement mate-
rials.

In Tallinn, Estonia Minister Lecce 
joined Kalev Kallemets, CEO for Fermi 
Energia for the signing of  a Memoran-
dum of  Understanding with Laurentis 
Energy Partners to explore opportuni-
ties relating to small modular reactor 
(SMR) development in Estonia.

Ontario’s delegation also met with 
other government representatives and 
energy companies to showcase the 
province’s strengths as a world-leader 
in nuclear energy. This included meet-
ings with Marzena Czarnecka, Minis-
ter of  Industry for Poland, Erkki Keldo, 
Minister of  Economic and Industry for 
Estonia and Antti Tooming, Deputy 
Secretary General of  the Ministry of  

Climate and Energy for Estonia.
These opportunities are only pos-

sible because of  projects underway 
as part of  the government’s vision for 
meeting rising energy demand, Ontar-
io’s Affordable Energy Future, which 
includes:

Starting pre-development work at 
Bruce Power to site the fi rst large-scale 
nuclear build in over three decades 
which could power up to the equivalent 
of  4.8 million homes.

Conducting site preparation and 
planning for four small modular reac-
tors as part of  the Darlington New Nu-
clear Project, which could power the 
equivalent of  1.2 million homes.

Supporting OPG’s plan to proceed 
with the next steps towards refurbish-
ing the Pickering Nuclear Generating 
Station, which could power the equiva-
lent of  two million homes.

Estonia’s Fermi Energia has also 
selected the BWRX-300 for potential 
deployment and specifi cally cited On-
tario’s SMR project at Darlington as a 
factor in their decision.

In December 2021, BWXT Canada 
signed an agreement, valued at up to 
$1 billion, to build key components in 
Ontario to support the deployment of  
Small Modular Reactors in Poland.

 MPP celebrates woman’s 101st birthday
Stephen Lecce, MPP for King—Vaughan, congratulated Chartwell Valley Vista resident 
Michelina on her 101st birthday recently. “I am blessed to have gotten to know Micheli-
na over the years – she is a strong, loving, and proud Nonna that inspires all of us to live 
with purpose and positivity,” said Lecce. “Join me in wishing a happy 101st birthday to 
the Queen of Chartwell Valley Vista!”

 Ontario lands new nuclear opportunities with Poland and Estonia

 Region installs speed cameras
York Region is installing 20 Automated Speed Enforcement cameras in 

fi xed locations across all nine local cities and towns, with three mobile cam-
eras continuing to rotate every three months in select community safety 
zones. These cameras are an important tool to decrease collisions, reduce 
speeding and increase safety for pedestrians.

Automated speed enforcement (ASE) uses camera and speed measure-
ments to enforce speed limits. If  a vehicle exceeds the speed limit in an 
ASE-enforced area, the system captures the image and it is reviewed by a 
provincial offences offi cer. The penalty order, which contains a digitized 
copy of  the image and an enlargement of  the license plate, is sent only by 
mail to the registered plate holder. 
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519-938-9964 orangevillefurniture.ca #633419 Highway 10
Mono Plaza, Orangeville

HOURS:  Mon – Fri 9-5
Sat 10-5, Sun 11-4

Boxing Week

SALE*
IF IT WASN’T UNDER THE TREE, YOU STILL HAVE A CHANCE TO BRING IT HOME!

*Now until January 5th

PLEASE SUPPORT YOUR
LOCAL BUSINESSES

IN 2025!
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Book Your Appointment Today  |   1.855.337.2999  |  DawsonDental.ca 

Use'Em Before 
Your Lose'Em

Did you know some dental benefits expire at the end of the year? If you have remaining 
coverage, now’s the time to schedule your appointment! Whether it’s a routine cleaning, a 
checkup, or treatment you’ve been putting off, don’t wait.

Why book now?

Maximize your remaining coverage.
Avoid out-of-pocket expenses.
Stay on top of preventive care for better oral health.

Our schedule is filling up fast, so book soon! If you have questions about your benefits or 
treatment options, we’re here to help.

We look forward to seeing you soon!

The Countdown To Your Expiring Dental Benefits Is On.

 By Brock Weir

It was a sunny September Friday 
when Carmen Wong felt her heart start 
to race.

She wasn’t under any particular 
amount of  stress; indeed, she had just 
had what she described as a “happy 
conversation” with her boss as she had 
just passed the probationary period in 
her new job at an insurance company. 

But, despite the calm of  the situa-
tion, her heart continued to race and, a 
few seconds later, it stopped beating.

Barely a second passed, however, be-
fore her quick-thinking boss Brandon 
and co-worker Stephanie began to per-
form CPR on her.

“They saved my life, and also saved 
my family,” says Wong.

Wong shared her story last week as 
the Region of  York and York Region 
Paramedic Services held workshops to 
mark CPR Month.

Joining Wong in her advocacy was 
her hero colleague, Stephanie Ho, who 
credits swimming classes in her youth 
as equipping her with what she needed 
to know to save a life.

“My parents thought CPR and know-
ing how to swim are really important 
life skills to have and just feeling that, 

in an emergency, you at least have 
someone to jump in and help because 
even with how fast the paramedics are, 
it still takes time to get a phone call in, 
getting people to help. You could be that 
person who gets to [the person in need] 
fi rst and it really makes a difference,” 
says Ho. “I feel like what happened with 
this incident shows how big and signif-
icant it is – knowing that because I did 
CPR fi rst, that’s what kept the oxygen 
fl owing in her and it gave the paramed-
ics more time when they came in to do 
everything. It’s really important be-
cause you never know how long it is go-
ing to take and it’s a good (skill) to have 
in case there is an emergency.”

Carrie Harder, Deputy Chief  of  York 
Paramedic Services, says the impor-
tance of  administering CPR right away, 
as soon as a person is seen as being in 
distress, can’t be understated.

“The more people we can encourage 
to become trained out in the commu-
nity the greater effect it can have on 
people’s lives, especially like Carmen’s 
– someone was there and was able to 
start CPR right away and it makes a 
huge difference. That’s why we hold 
CPR Month (November) annually to 
reinforce the importance of  it – getting 
some training and having the courage 

to act as Stephanie did that day.”
From the Heart & Stroke Foundation 

to St. John Ambulance and any number 
of  swim schools, there is no shortage of  
ways to get trained. It’s a myth, Hard-
er notes, that CPR necessarily means 
mouth-to-mouth resuscitation – a fac-
tor she attributes to sometimes being 
a barrier between people and the CPR 
training they need.

“It was found through research that 
just doing the chest compressions alone 
can create that sustainable circulation 
of  oxygen in time for emergency per-
sonnel to get there,” she says. “You 
certainly can if  you have the training 
– defi nitely if  it is your family member 
or someone you know, it will make a 
huge difference; but if  you can’t, doing 
those chest compressions makes a big 
difference.

“[More training] will make a signif-
icant difference because more cardiac 
arrests occur in the home or workplace 
than when you’re actually in the hospi-
tal, so just even having one person in 
your family that knows, one person in 
the business where you work, makes a 
huge difference, especially now that we 
have 1,000 automatic external defi bril-
lators across York Region. Having folks 
that are there, trained and ready to use 
those AEDs in conjunction with CPR 

can improve somebody’s chances of  
survival by 25 per cent. When you call 
911, the folks on the phone are able to 
give pre-arrival instructions as well, so 
even if  you don’t have a hard copy of  
a resource, the person on the other end 
of  911 can walk you through what to do. 
It’s also very important to call 911, get 
that help started right away and you’ve 
got someone on the other end of  the 
line to walk you through what needs to 
be done to help.

“It is really important to [highlight] 
how Stephanie’s actions really contrib-
uted to why we’re here – I just want to 
say thank you so much for your cour-
age, because you have made a huge dif-
ference in the life of  Carmen and her 
family.”

Added Stephanie: “I feel good that I 
was able to help her in such a situation 
because I never knew me knowing CPR 
would have such a big impact and see-
ing [Carmen is] breathing, she’s walk-
ing, and happily living her life makes 
me feel so happy that I got to be there 
to let this all happen and I feel really 
happy that she’s still by my side, still 
my co-worker and just enjoying her life. 
Her being happy makes me really hap-
py, too.”  

For more local resources on CPR, vis-
it york.ca/CPR.

CPR Month highlights need for education, de� brillators

 ‘Community scientists’ wanted for bird counts
Ontario Nature convenes an incredible network of  150 nature groups in On-

tario. These Nature Network groups do all kinds of  wonderful things for nature. 
This holiday season, at least 67 of  those groups are leading Christmas Bird Counts 
(CBCs).  

The Christmas Bird Count began in 1900, and today it is North America’s lon-
gest-running wildlife census. Bird lovers of  all ages and skill levels are invited 
to celebrate the 125th CBC by joining one of  the many counts happening across 
Ontario. 

The CBC runs through Jan. 5, 2025. Visit the Ontario Nature website (ontari-
onature.org/cbc) to fi nd a Nature Network count near you. For a comprehensive 
list of  counts happening across Canada, visit the Birds Canada website (birdscan-
ada.org/bird-science/christmas-bird-count). 

The Nature Network group counts are a fun way to learn more about birds and 
support their conservation. Count leaders are friendly and inclusive. Whether 
you are new to birding or have years of  experience, you’ll be welcomed. When 
you join a count, you get outdoors, spend time with other nature lovers and collect 
data that informs bird conservation. 

Scientists use the data collected to monitor the health and status of  resident 
and migratory birds over time. Environmental groups use the data to develop con-
servation strategies for species in decline and their habitats. The CBC also teach-
es community scientists about the myriad bird species that live in, and migrate 
through, their communities.  

There are also some CBCs geared towards kids that are a good way for budding 
nature lovers to become interested in birding.



Housing development across Ontar-
io has undergone significant shifts in 
recent decades, reflecting an evolving 
economy, changing consumer pref-
erences for housing type, and afford-
ability considerations of  current and 
prospective homeowners. According 
to new data released by MPAC (the Mu-
nicipal Property Assessment Corpora-
tion), the types of  homes and sizes have 
evolved across the province, highlight-
ing regional variability in housing pat-
terns.

While single-detached houses were 
once the dominant housing type in On-
tario, comprising about 95 per cent of  
new homes built in the 1950s, mid- and 
high-rise condominium development 
activity began to rise starting in the 
1960s and intensifying in the 1990s. By 
2020, condo development had surpassed 
single-detached houses, with approx-
imately 41 per cent of  new residential 
builds being condos and around 38 per 
cent being single-detached.

“While new single-detached houses 
still make up a significant portion of  
new builds across Ontario, construc-
tion of  this residential form has de-
clined, especially in urban areas like 
the GTA,” said Greg Martino, Vice 
President and Chief  Valuation and 
Standards Officer for MPAC. “This shift 
reflects evolving market dynamics, af-

fordability challenges and the rise of  
higher-density urban centers.”

The shift toward larger single-de-
tached houses and smaller condos has 
become increasingly common. Sin-
gle-detached houses have grown from a 
median size of  1,317 sq. ft. in the 1970s 
to 2,383 sq. ft. in the 2020s, providing 
for more spacious living. The most sig-
nificant growth occurred between the 
1970s and 1980s, with a 44 per cent in-
crease, and continued steadily through 
the 2000s and 2010s. This trend high-
lights the ongoing desire for larger sin-
gle-family homes over the decades.

On the other hand, the median con-
do size has decreased by 32 per cent, 
shrinking from 965 sq ft in the 1970s to 
658 sq ft today. This consistent reduc-
tion of  overall size reflects the rising 
costs of  construction, land acquisition 
costs due to scarcity, and the appeal of  
condos as investment properties. As a 
result, modern condominiums are now 
significantly smaller than they were 50 
years ago.

Semi-detached and townhouses have 
seen modest size increases, reflecting 
their role as a middle-ground housing 
option. Townhouses have steadily in-
creased from 1,220 sq. ft. in the 1970s 
to 1,640 sq. ft. in the 2020s, a growth 
of  about 35 per cent over five decades, 
while semi-detached houses have in-

creased by about 43 per cent over the 
same period.

When it comes to single-detached 
houses, King Township ranks at the 
top of  the list for the largest new home 
builds from 2020 to 2024, boasting a me-
dian size of  4,716 sq ft. North York fol-
lows closely with a median size of  3,824 
sq ft.

King Township leads the way in 
terms of  size, with average homes in 
the 4,716-square-foot range. That’s way 
ahead of  Toronto’s median square foot-
age of  3,824 and Mississauga’s 3,680. 
In York, Richmond Hill (3,429) and 
Vaughan (3,382) follow,

A mix of  large cities and smaller 
towns continues the trend of  building 
smaller condos, which could be due to 
affordability and entry into home own-
ership. Some municipalities are defying 
this trend and are opting to build larger 
mid/high-rise condo units. These are 
primarily in smaller markets outside 
of  the GTA.

The variability in housing develop-
ment is driven by several factors, in-
cluding market demand, affordability 
concerns and local planning policies.

“As Ontario continues to grow and 
evolve, it’s important to recognize how 
changing market factors and consum-

er preferences will impact housing 
needs,” says Martino. “Tracking hous-
ing trends helps municipalities create 
strategies that address both current 
and future demands.”

MPAC’s comprehensive property 
data offers valuable insights into On-
tario’s housing landscape, helping mu-
nicipalities, developers and residents 
make informed decisions. With a deep 
understanding of  regional property 
trends, MPAC aims to support public 
awareness of  how housing develop-
ment shapes the future of  communities 
across the province.

MPAC is an independent, not-for-
profit corporation funded by all Ontar-
io municipalities, accountable to the 
Province, municipalities and property 
taxpayers through its 13-member Board 
of  Directors.

Their role is to accurately assess 
and classify all properties in Ontario 
in compliance with the Assessment Act 
and regulations set by the Government 
of  Ontario. We are the largest assess-
ment jurisdiction in North America, 
maintaining an inventory of  more than 
5.6 million properties with an estimat-
ed total value of  more than $3.1 trillion.

For additional information, visit 
mpac.ca.

MPAC data reveals shifting housing trends across Ontario

York o�cials tour Mars facility
The team at Mars in Newmarket – including Site Director, Ronda Wright 

McKnight and Director of  Corporate Affairs – Canada, Tamar Nersesian – 
hosted York Region Chairman & CEO Wayne Emmerson and the York Region 
Economic Development team for a tour of  their impressive manufacturing 
plant in Newmarket.

The facility has 160 staff  focused on the production of  nut-free confection-
ary product brands including Mars, 3 Musketeers, Milky Way, and Maltesers. 
The plant uses a mix of  skilled employees and advanced automation to keep 
the chocolates rolling efficiently off  the lines 24  hours a day!

Companies like Mars are important contributors to the York food sector 
and the company is one of  over 300 food and beverage manufacturers and pro-
cessors in York Region. This makes it the fourth largest food and beverage 
sector in Canada.

Conservative Bill supporting fresh fruit
and vegetable farmers to become law 

Private Member’s Bill C-280, the Financial Protection for Fresh Fruit and Veg-
etable Farmers Act introduced by Scot Davidson, Conservative Shadow Minister 
for Red Tape Reduction, has passed third reading in the Senate and is now await-
ing Royal Assent.

Bill C-280 establishes a financial protection mechanism for fresh fruit and veg-
etable growers and suppliers to protect them from losses from a bankrupt buyer. 
This mechanism accounts for the highly perishable nature of  produce, and other 
unique aspects of  the produce sector that were unaddressed in existing bankrupt-
cy law.

“Not only does this measure support farmers and help them to be more com-
petitive in the global market, but it will also enhance our country’s food security 
and improve Canadians’ access to safe, nutritious and affordable fresh fruits and 
vegetables,” said York-Simcoe MP Davidson.

Common Sense Bill C-280, which was sponsored by Conservative Senator Mi-
chael MacDonald, is one step further to bringing home lower prices for Canadi-
ans. Common sense Conservatives are standing up for the hard-working farmers 
who feed Canadians and feed the world, while bringing home lower food costs for 
all Canadians.

“For too long, Canada’s fresh fruit and vegetable farmers were going unpaid for 
the food they grew,” said MP Davidson, “but now, with the passage of  this common 
sense bill into law, our produce farmers and suppliers will finally receive the sup-
port they deserve.”
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Our team of Traditional Chinese Medicine and Acupuncturists were trained in China 
with many years of university teaching and clinical practicing experience for natural 
herbal formulas and acupuncture treatments.  We treat chronic rheumatoid arthritis, 
osteoarthritis, fi bromyalgia, infertility, irritable bowel syndrome, sciatic pain, Bell’s 
palsy and other chronic health problems...for pain reduction, symptoms release and control.
We also provide preventive treatments for other health related problems.

www.ontariopainclinic.com

Bolton
7 Norton Blvd.   |   647-620-7889

Orangeville
44 First Street   |   519-942-9826

King Weekly Sentinel
Proud Sponsor & Member of

Please shop locally!Please shop locally!

Independently Owned & Operated905.841.4809 (Cell)     www.brianspeers.ca

Residential &
Commercial

Your Sales
Representative  
in King &
New
Tecumseth

SOLD IN
1 DAY!

SOLD
CONDITIONAL

Brandy Lane Condo, 2 Bed,
2 Bath, Collingwood

27 Victoria Blvd.,
East Garafraxa

144 Wells St., Aurora

LEASED 45-32nd St. N.,
Wasaga Beach

Considering Buying or Selling?
Call BRIAN SPEERS

FOR SALE
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Ha�y Kwanzaa, Ha�y Hanukkah,
Merry Christmas

12 Old King Road, Nobleton, Ontario L0G 1N0 
 T: 905 859 0762 • orderdesk@nobletonfeedmill.com

www.nobletonfeedmill.com

Whatever way you celebrate the Season.
From all of us to all of you!

Have a fun, safe an   d playful holiday season.
Your Friends at Nobleton Feed Mill.

Xmas advert22.qxp_FAQ  2022-12-12  7:12 PM  Page 22

If  you suffer from Arthritis you need 
to be aware of  effective advancements 
that can eliminate years of  pain, 
suffering, immobility and frustration. 

You may have told your doctor 
you suffer with one or more of  the 
following: sore, stiff  knees, painful 
achy hips, low back pain, mid back 
pain, neck stiffness or pain, hand 
stiffness, shoulder pain or elbow pain. 

You may find that your pain 
or stiffness affects your work, 
housekeeping, leisure activities, 
exercise, sports or other activities. You 
go to the drug store or to your doctor 
and get pills to help relieve your pain. 
But you find the pain keeps returning.   
Alternatively, the doctor may refer 
you to a specialist who may tell you 
that surgery is needed or is an option 
for you.

However, many people are hesitant 
to have surgery given its invasive 
nature.  It is important to know 
that although surgery is sometimes 
necessary, it is considered a last resort 
in most cases. 

Also, you may have heard that there 
are serious health risks associated with 
chronic use (or overuse) of  pain pills or 
anti-inflammatory drugs that include 
damage to the liver, kidneys and gut.

There is a new, natural, safe and 
highly effective approach that has 
helped many sufferers improve their 

lives dramatically: Laser therapy 
uses light to favor and accelerate 
the body’s natural healing processes. 
The innovative Multiwave Locked 
System (MLS) Laser produces a safe, 
efficient and simultaneous effect on 
pain, inflammation, swelling and 
water retention, exceeding the limits 
of  traditional LLLT (Low power) and 
concerns of  HP (High power) laser 
therapy.

What does this mean for you?

Our patients have reported a  
90-95% relief  of  their symptoms, 
more mobility, increased flexibility 
and vastly improved function!

It is the very latest in medical 
technology, with years of  clinical 
studies supporting its safety and 
efficacy and we are very proud to offer 
our patients effective solutions to their 
recent or chronic conditions. 

“This new, natural, safe and 
highly effective approach has helped 
many sufferers improve  their lives 
dramatically”.

Come in and allow us to help you achieve 
the results you deserve!  Call (905) 773-
2225 to book your FREE consultation and 
examination at King West Wellness Centre 
141 King Rd., Unit 10, Richmond Hill (In 
the Home Hardware Plaza)

Arthritis: 
New Approach 

Delivers 

Remarkable 

Results

Advertorial

Ontario is Canada’s most expensive 
province for homeowners, with proper-
ty prices rising by 203%, excluding in-
fl ation between 2006 and 2024.   

The study, by calgaryhomes.ca, ex-
amined the average price of  homes in 
each Canadian province to determine 
the best price for prospective homeown-
ers.   

On the other hand, the cost of  buy-
ing a house in Alberta has risen by only 
76%, excluding infl ation, between 2006 
and 2024. 

The research, conducted by the real 
estate experts, examined data on the 
average price of  composite properties, 
including one- and two-single-family 
homes, townhouses and apartments, 
from the Canadian Real Estate Associ-
ation (CREA). The provinces with the 
lowest percentage increase, not includ-
ing infl ation, in average costs between 
2006 and 2024 were named the best plac-
es for aspiring homeowners.

Alberta takes the crown as the best 
province for homeowners in Canada. 
According to the study, the province’s 
average property price rose from 

$289,558 to $509,100 between 2006 and 
2024. In total, this is a 76% rise exclud-
ing infl ation, or 19% including infl a-
tion, 50% below the national average 
of  151%. Alberta’s apartments had the 
lowest price increase during this time, 
totalling 65% excluding infl ation, or 
12% including infl ation. 

Newfoundland and Labrador rank 
as Canada’s second most affordable 
province for prospective homebuyers. 
The average price of  composite homes 
– which include everything from sin-
gle-family homes to townhouses – in-
creased from $137,033 to $291,600. This 
is a $154,567 rise, 113% excluding infl a-
tion, or 44% including infl ation, and 
25% below the national benchmark in 
Canada. The property type with the 
lowest increase in average pricing, to-
talling 111% excluding infl ation, or 
43% including infl ation, is two-storey 
single-family homes. 

In third place, with an average price 
increase of  $170,583, is New Brunswick. 
The study shows that the average cost 
to buy a composite home rose from 
$129,817 to $300,400 from 2006 to 2024. 

As such, the province saw a 131% price 
increase excluding infl ation, or 57% 
including infl ation, which is 13% less 
than Canada’s average. At 123% exclud-
ing infl ation, and 58% including infl a-
tion, one-storey single-family homes 
saw the lowest percentage increase in 
price.    

In contrast, Ontario is Canada’s 
least desirable province for prospec-
tive homebuyers. The study has deter-
mined this based on the average price 
for composite housing increasing by 
$582,567, or from $286,333 to $868,900, 
between 2006 and 2024. This equates 
to a 203% price increase excluding in-
fl ation, 105% including infl ation, and 
34% above the average across Canada’s 
provinces. Ontario’s townhouses dis-
play the highest price increase during 
this time at 243% excluding infl ation, 
or 132% including infl ation. 

According to the study, Prince Ed-
ward Island is the second-worst prov-
ince, with the price of  housing soar-
ing by 178% excluding infl ation, or 
88% including infl ation. As such, the 
province’s house prices are rising 18% 

above the national average. Between 
2006 and 2024, two-storey single-family 
homes saw the steepest increase, total-
ling 199% excluding infl ation, or 102% 
including infl ation. Moreover, the av-
erage price to buy a composite home 
rose from $127,950 to $355,900, which is 
a $227,950 increase. 

Nova Scotia follows in third place, 
with average property prices rising 
169% excluding infl ation between 2006 
and 2024, or 82% including infl ation, 
which is 12% above Canada’s average. 
Overall, this is considered a rise from 
$153,433 to $412,900. The property type 
with the highest increase in average 
pricing, totalling 180% excluding in-
fl ation, or 90% including infl ation, is 
one-storey single-family homes.  

Canada’s fourth least desirable 
province for future homeowners, with 
average property prices rising 165% 
excluding infl ation, or 79% including 
infl ation, is Saskatchewan. British Co-
lumbia follows in fi fth with average 
property prices rising 164% excluding 
infl ation between 2006 and 2024, or 79% 
including infl ation.

 Ontario is the most expensive province for home buyers

 MPs visit Schomberg farm
King–Vaughan MP Anna Roberts and MP for Lakeland, Alberta and Shadow Minister for 
Natural Resources visit the Antrim Equestrian Farm in Schomberg to see the wonder-
ful horses train for their next competition. Shown are MP Shannon Stubbs, Cam Jobin, 
co-owner of Antrim Equestrian Farm, and Roberts (l-r). 
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No one has more self-confidence than the person who does a crossword puzzle with a pen.

CROSSWORD
CLUES ACROSS

1. Central processing 

unit

4. Taxi

7. Body part

8. Papal court

 10. Young women 

making their public 

debuts

12. Metal shackles

13. Joseph’s wife

14. Licensed 

professional

16. Partner to cheese

17. Mild fruits

19. File format

20. Province of 

Indonesia

21. Beloved grilled 

foods

25. Bar bill

26. Don’t know when 

yet

 27. Whale ship captain

 29. Touches softly

30. Mock

31. Red-brown Pacific 

sea bream

32. Summer 

entertainment options

39. Protective crust

41. Cool!

42. Behave in a way 

that belittles

43. Denial

 44. A place to sleep

45. Electronic counter-

countermeasures

46. Intestinal pouches

48. SE Asia family of 

languages

49. Sound

50. Select

51. Give the impression 

of dishonesty

52. Witness

CLUES DOWN

1. Of cadmium

2. Deliver a sermon

3. Inner regions of a 

shadow

4. Aggressive dog

5. Smells

6. Twofold

8. Former OSS

9. Computer language

 11. Indian groom

14. Automobile

15. Hairstyle

 18. Atomic #76

19. Guy (slang)

20. Ladies’ 

undergarments

22. Furniture with open 

shelves

23. Back-arc basin

24. Partner to flow

 27. A type of horse

28. Possesses

 29. Split pulses

 31. Small amount

 32. Flat-bottomed 

riverboat

 33. Not good

 34. Atomic #31

 35. Assist in 

committing a crime

 36. Chauvinists

 37. Get away

 38. One of a people 

who speaks a Semitic 

language

 39. Civil rights college 

organization

 40. Combustible dark 

rocks

 44. Grocery container

 47. Central nervous 

system

Puzzle No. 24C410 • Solution in Classifieds

KingWeeklySentinel

By Constance Scrafield

Congratulations to Rose Digital Me-
dia Group, co-producing with Filmme-
tery, winners of  this year’s 48-Hour 
Film Project Toronto “The Best Film 
of  2024” for their film, “Three Graves 
Deep.” It is an amazingly created sev-
en-minute film.

The competition required film teams 
to write, shoot, edit, music and concep-
tualize in just 48 hours from Oct. 19 to 
Oct. 20. On Sunday, Oct. 20 the cast were 
given their scripts in the morning for 
the first time and had to be ready for 
“Action!”

The film was competing against 130 
other teams, likewise participating in 
the Toronto 48.

Kelly McDowell, Sam Asante and Re-
ece Presley starred in the film, along 
with cameos by local stage actor Jack 
Brooks and local community stage 
manager Sarah Brooks. Peter Smits, 
Jonathan Clarke, Blake Frew, and Troy 
Leonard played additional roles. Be-
hind the camera were cinematographer 
Angel Navarro III and co-directors Nick 
Rose and Alex Caucean.

“In one weekend,” Kelly McDowell 

said in a recent interview, “With a few 
rules, our team wrote, shot, did the mu-
sic over two days of  the entire weekend. 
We were a team of  30, all friends who 
worked for free. The film was shot local-
ly at the Silver Fox Farm, just east of  
Orangeville.

“We had never won before,” she said, 
adding, “We also won for Best Editing 
and Best Makeup.”

The win means they will represent 
Toronto and by extension, Dufferin 
County, as their award qualifies “Three 
Graves Deep” for a spot at Filmapalooza 
in Seattle in March 2025. From 48 Hour 
Film competitions around the world, 
over 100 cities will bring their winning 
films. Of  that collection, the top 10 will 
go on to screen their films at the Cannes 
International Film Festival. Thrilling 
possibilities.

McDowell was excited to talk about 
Rose Digital Media Group’s upcom-
ing, 2nd annual Dufferin Film Festival 
(DFF), on August 15, 16, and 17 in 2025. 
The call is out for Early Bird Submis-
sions for short films, with a discount 
on the fees. The limit is 20 minutes but 
that would have to be extraordinary to 
excuse the probable need to cut out a 

couple of  other films.
Excellence has been the bar for the 

films submitted last year and McDowell 
is confident that the bar will still stand 
this year.

There will be no early showings. Last 
year’s experience with early showings 
saw smaller audiences attend.

“Three days! Friday, Saturday, Sun-
day,” exclaimed McDowell, the media 
person for the DFF. “Still focused on 
Canadian film makers, short films and 
workshops which were very well at-
tended last year. Almost every event 
was sold out.”

It was not only the film makers com-
ing that was so wonderful but also the 
great partners, Bluebird Café and Grill 
and Greystones Restaurant, offering 
hospitality.

“The chef  created a special menu for 
the Awards Night,” she told us. “It was 
just a buzz of  networking.”

The attendance on the DFF weekend 
was around 50/50 between local and 
out-of-town attendees. People coming to 
Orangeville claimed they felt as though 
they were part of  the community. They 
felt like stars, producing and seeing 
great Canadian films right here.

McDowell said, “We were looking for 
films. This year has a range of  time. 
There are lots of  film festivals but this 
event is not money based. It is to bring 
Canadian filmmakers to Dufferin.”

Early Birds are called for submis-
sions until Jan. 31. It is cheaper to enter 
the festival early but they are looking 
for “quality films from people serious 
about submitting to us.”

The date of  the DFF has been moved 
a weekend forward, in a sense of  com-
munity with all the events that are in 
town. The Blues and Jazz are steady 

from May 30 to June 1. Other festivals’ 
altered dates ensure a flow of  the festi-
vals in town.

“Nice to be considered, to be includ-
ed in that conversation,” McDowell 
commented.

People loved the films, filmmaking is 
arts and culture. It is not all about mon-
ey, she was determined to establish, em-
phasizing that Canadian film making 
should be celebrated.

“Why are we so involved with the 
Americans?” she asked. 

This festival supports and encourag-
es different filmmakers; collaborating 
with the growth of  an arts and cultural 
community.

The reason everyone should come 
and support DFF, this is an actual festi-
val that supports and honours the film-
makers that come to it. Two students 
last year were able to meet filmmakers 
from B.C.

McDowell was definite, “The only 
way to to grow is about networking; 
without that, you don’t have the chance 
to let others know what you’re doing. 
Really interesting conversations are 
happening about how things happen 
from meeting people. There are offers 
of  discounts on early bird tickets, to be 
sure arts and culture is accessible.’”

The organizers, Rose Digital Media 
Group, are looking for even the small-
est way as a donation; there is a crowd 
funder, along with the corporate spon-
sor Mono Centre Brewing. Applications 
are going to government arts councils.

“Our volunteers were fantastic,” was 
her praise. “We couldn’t do it without 
them.”

The DFF is running the week of  Aug. 
15 to 17. Another fine celebration of  the 
arts here in Dufferin County.

Du�erin Film Festival organizers win the
48-hour �lm competiton, prepare for 2025 event

The best thing about King
is its people!
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Scoop from
Schomberg

By Susan Heslop

A reminder King Townships winter 
parking restrictions which run until 
April 15. On-street Parking between 
2 and 6 a.m. is prohibited to allow for 
snow clearing; even on-street parking 
permits are invalid, and the fi ne is $100. 
Make sure you inform your family and 
any overnight guests.

Schomberg Euchre Club

The Euchre group is open to all, and 
is 7 to 9 on Friday nights, at the Trisan 
in Room A. The cost is $10 for the eve-
ning or pay monthly for $20. All wel-
come, all ages, men, women, all you 
need to know is how to play (no begin-
ners please), how to laugh, enjoy an ex-
cellent group of  people and not take the 
game or yourself  too seriously.

Schomberg 55+

If  you’re interested in sponsoring 
one of  our speakers or events, please 
reach out to me at sporter5952@gmail.
com or Lynn Bird at klbird@hotmail.
com. We are always looking for local 
sponsors. 

Bridge will continue each Tuesday 

at 1:30 p.m. at Schomberg Community 
Hall

Monday, January 6 – 10 a.m. – Bill 
Anderson, the Flagman. Bill’s presen-
tation will take you through the Medi-
terranean Sea, stopping at ports along 
the way. It is hoped that the script will 
remind you of  your own experiences or 
what you know of  the region.

Annual fee is $15 for individuals/$20 
per couple or two people living at the 
same address for King residents. It’s 

$20 and $30 respectively for non-resi-
dents. To keep up to date with events, 
please check online at king.ca/se-
niors.

Again, if  you fi nd a lost dog or cat, 
please secure it and call Vaughan Ani-
mal Control at 905-832-2281, they are re-
sponsible for this area.

Please reach out with your events, 
stories of  happenings or anything you 
would love to see here sporter5952@
gmail.com or 416-460-5952.

 Nobleton &
Schomberg

United Churches
By Nancy Hopkinson

On Sunday, Dec. 29 at 10 a.m., we are 
having an ecumenical service at St. 
Mary Magdalene Church, Schomberg 
with our two congregations joining the 
two Anglican congregations. This ser-
vice will welcome the new year of  2025!

The next Seniors’ Lunch is Tuesday, 
Jan. 14 at Schomberg United. Please ar-
rive at 11:15 a.m. so that the program 
can start at 11:30 a.m. The guest speak-
er is Schomberg’s Jack Campbell. Jack 
will be speaking about Kim and Jack’s 
Trip to Iceland (with lots of  pictures). 
The meal will be “Breakfast for Lunch” 
with an egg dish, sausages, muffi n, and 
fresh fruit salad. Please let Sheila Kel-
ly know (905-939-2315) if  you plan to at-
tend, as space is limited. The meal can 
be delivered, if  you prefer.

The next Messy Church is on Tues-
day, Jan. 21 at 5 p.m. at Nobleton United. 

Families are welcome to this free event. 
January’s theme is “New Beginnings 
and God’s Promise to Noah.” One of  the 
activities is always decorating cookies 
in the theme of  the month. We always 
have at least 5 other optional activi-
ties. At 6 p.m., we talk about Noah, the 
Ark, and God’s promise. At 6:15 p.m., 
we eat. Please contact me 416-316-5064 
or nancykhopkinson@gmail.com to let 
me know that you intend to come or for 
more info. We need to know numbers to 
have enough crafts and food for all.

On Wednesday mornings, we have 
a Zoom Coffee chat (10 to 11 a.m.). The 
quilters join us! We talk on a huge va-
riety of  topics, mainly current events. 
You are welcome to join us. Just send 
me a message nancykhopkinson@
gmail.com to request the link.

Schomberg United Church meets 
at St. Mary Magdalene Church, lower 
level, 116 Church St., Schomberg. It is 
accessible. Nobleton United Church 
meets 6076 King Rd., Nobleton. It has 
a wheelchair ramp and a chair lift to 
go up the 7 steps to the Sanctuary. The 
phone number for Rev. Richard and for 
our secretary Sharon is 905-859-3976. 

Thank you to our very own The Paint Lady Lisa Cole for helping our Schomberg 55+ club paint festive gnomes. Lisa is back with us on 
Jan. 15 for a Starry Night scene painting. If any seniors are interested in joining us, please reach out.
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SEE THIS WEEK’S 
PAPER FOR YOUR 
ISSUE OF RESALE 

HOMES COLLECTIONS.
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By  Jim Stewart

Team Keon – representing Ontario 
and skipped by Aurora resident Jor-
dan Keon – captured the 2024 Everest 
Canadian Curling Club championship 
at the Barrie Curling Club recently. It 
was the second national championship 
in three years for the Ontario champs 
who were representing both the prov-
ince and the Richmond Hill Curling 
Club. 

Keon, Ryan Werenich, Curtis Sam-
oy, and Trevor Talbott captured this 
year’s national title in convincing fash-
ion by winning all ten of their matches 
during the seven-day marathon. The 
quartet simply ran the table in Barrie 
and their consistently strong starts cul-
minated in a 7-3 win over Team Wasly-
lik of Manitoba in the matinee final.  

The skip explained the key to victory 
over Manitoba: “We scored three points 
in our first end and got off to a quick 
start as we did throughout the tour-
nament.  We had a few hiccups along 
the way in the final, but we carried it 
through. The key was playing ahead 
for nine of our ten games, especially 
against Manitoba.”

Team Keon advanced to the cham-
pionship with a narrow 7-5 win over 
Northern Ontario in the Sunday morn-
ing semifinal. Keon acknowledged that 
“We played our weakest game versus 
Northern Ontario, but we felt in con-
trol despite not playing as well as we 
could.”

The foursome’s control of their oppo-
sition started with an emphatic 5-1 vic-
tory over Manitoba, which set the tone 
for the tournament and foreshadowed 
the championship final.  Keon noted 
the circular nature of the tournament 
and the familiarity his team had with 
their finals opponent: “They were at 
the championship event we won in Ed-
monton on 2022. They’re very good ju-
nior curlers. We matched up well with 
Manitoba in the opening game and we 

expected to see them again in the final. 
It was a nice and fitting way to win this 
championship.” 

Team Keon steamrolled both its 
competitors on the Tuesday with a 9-5 
win over the Yukon and a 9-4 win over 
Alberta. On Wednesday and Thursday 
of the event, the Ontario Curling Club 
champions defeated Newfoundland/
Labrador 10-5 and New Brunswick 8-6, 
respectively.  

Keon and his crew had their closest 
brush with defeat in Friday afternoon’s 
tilt with PEI when they edged the is-
landers 4-3.  The skip noted that “PEI 
might have been regarded as one of the 
weakest teams by record in the tour-
nament, but their guys played really 
well against us. It turned out to be a 
defensive, low-scoring game. It was the 
only game where the other team scored 
against us in the opening end. We just 
missed scoring three in the opening 
end and ended up trailing 1-0.”

He added that one of the keys to his 
team’s dominance in the Barrie bon-
spiel was the series of quick starts they 
generated: “We outscored our compe-
tition 22-1 in the opening ends.  Curl-
ing is much easier to play when you’re 
ahead. There’s less risk-taking.”

The fiercesome foursome followed up 
their matinee victory over plucky PEI 
with a 7-5 win over British Columbia 
on the Friday evening to set the stage 
for a rematch with Alberta on Saturday 
morning. The sweepers from the Rich-
mond Hill Curling Club left no doubt 
as to which team was surging to the 
semis when they trounced Alberta 11-5 
to earn their showdown with Northern 
Ontario on Sunday morning. 

During the seven-day endurance 
test at the Barrie Curling Club, Keon’s 
team was able to recreate the magic of 
2022 when it captured the Canadian 
championship at the West Edmonton 
Mall in scenic and dramatic fashion 
– surrounded by Black Friday shop-
pers and thousands of curling fans on 

the famous landmark’s giant skating 
rink.

The skip compared the victories: 
“The biggest difference personally 
was in Edmonton we had a different 
skip and I was playing third. In Bar-
rie, I was the skip throwing the last 
shot. Having a great curler like Ryan 
(Werenich) on our team this year made 
a big difference, too. From a team point 
of view, it’s nice to be considered one of 
the top curling teams in Canada after 
winning the championship two of the 
last three years. It was really satisfy-
ing for us to win as we did.  We went 
10-0 in Edmonton, too.”

Team Keon sweeps away the competition to capture
the second Canadian Curling Club title in three years

The 2024 Canadian Curling Club champions: Trevor Talbott, Curtis Savoy, Ryan Wereni-
ch, and Jordan Keon.

Photo by Arlene Keon

The Picklr, North America’s fast-
est-growing indoor pickleball fran-
chise, announced its first internation-
al expansion into Canada through its 
Master Franchisee, Winnipeg based 
TPC Development Corporation (TPC).

This strategic partnership plans 
to open over 65 new indoor pickleball 
clubs in Canada to meet the needs of a 
rapidly growing pickleball community.

“With more than 400 Picklr locations 
already sold across nearly every state 
in the U.S., and with the sport’s pop-
ularity continuing to explode on both 
sides of the border, expanding to Can-
ada was a no-brainer,” says Jonathan 
Fornaci, Utah-based president and 
chief operating officer at The Picklr. 
“Partnering with TPC brings a wealth 
of experience to the table. Led by a prov-
en executive team, TPC recognized the 
adoption rate of pickleball in Canada 
was approaching the same accelerated 
trajectory as in the US. We are thrilled 
that Canadian players of all ages will 
soon benefit from the industry-leading 
premier indoor pickleball playing expe-
rience.”

According to a recent report by the 
Sports & Fitness Industry Association 
(SFIA), pickleball has been the fast-
est-growing sport in the U.S. for the 
last three years, with nearly 40 million 
participants. Nearly 30 per cent of all 
players are now in the 18-34 age brack-
et. There are an estimated two million 
active picklers in Canada and while 
participation rates lag those in the 
U.S. by several years, the trend lines 
are moving along the same trajectory.

The first Picklr franchise in Canada 
will open in 2025 as interest in fran-
chise opportunities across the country 
has far exceeded initial expectations. 
Over the next five years, it’s expected 
The Picklr Canada franchisees will de-
velop more than 500 courts at 65 facil-
ities occupying more than two million 

square feet of light industrial and re-
tail space across the country.

The Canadian expansion is being 
facilitated by TPC Development Corp., 
the Master Franchisee of The Picklr in 
Canada. Bernie Plett, Winnipeg-based 
CEO of TPC, says the Picklr has estab-
lished a clear “first mover advantage” 
in the fast-growing market. TPC re-
cently acquired the exclusive rights to 
develop, open, operate and sub-fran-
chise all of The Picklr Canada clubs 
from coast to coast, excluding Quebec. 
The plan is to open 65 locations across 
British Columbia, Albert, Saskatche-
wan, Manitoba, Ontario, Atlantic and 
Northern Canada by 2030. A typical 
Picklr Club features between 8 and 14 
indoor courts, dependent on real estate 
availability and lease rates for appro-
priate properties, size of the local pick-
leball community and several other 
factors.

A population of 100,000 that meets 
a threshold mean income level would 
normally support a Picklr Club. This 
proven franchise model unlocks ex-
citing business opportunities for local 
sub-franchisees across over 50 Canadi-
an cities with many larger metropoli-
tan areas expected to support multiple 
Picklr locations.

The Picklr is now one of the largest 
tenants of commercial and retail space 
in the U.S, and Canadian franchisees 
are expected to consume over 2 million 
square feet of high quality industrial 
and retail space over the next 5 years. 
“Picklr Franchisees receive support 
identifying, leasing and constructing 
the finest indoor facilities on the mar-
ket.” commented Chris Walker, Chief 
Development Officer, Picklr Inc. “Our 
proprietary location selection tools, 
construction experience and partner-
ships with industry leading commer-
cial real estate partners Colliers Inter-
national and JLL help unlock locations 

that others may not be able to access.”
The Picklr Canada will deliver the 

most consistent high-end courts avail-
able in Canada and is planning to host 
top tier professional and amateur com-
petitions across the country in partner-
ship with the Canadian National Pick-
leball League and future events on the 
PPA Tour.

The Picklr is North America’s fast-
est-growing network of premium in-
door pickleball courts, offering an un-
paralleled experience for players of all 
skill levels. With more than 400 state-
of-the-art clubs sold nationwide, The 
Picklr provides programs for beginners 
to pros, and a vibrant atmosphere. 
Membership to The Picklr includes ac-
cess to all club locations nationwide, 
free court reservations, four clinics per 
month, and unlimited participation in 
leagues, competitive play/events and 
tournaments. Follow The Picklr and 
The Picklr Canada on Instagram, X, 
LinkedIn, Facebook, and TikTok for 
news on locations and tournaments, or 
visit https://thepicklr.com/franchise/ to 
learn more about owning a franchise.

The Picklr launches premiere indoor pickleball franchise

Hoot & Howl
at Cold Creek
Whooo’s up for some owl-tas-

tic adventures? Get ready to Hoot 
& Howl with King Township and 
Toronto and Region Conservation 
Authority on Saturday, Jan. 18 
from 6-7 p.m.

There will be a free presenta-
tion on owls and coyotes, followed 
by a trip into the woods at Cold 
Creek Conservation Area. Listen 
for nighttime predators and see 
whooo we can identify! It’s de-
signed for ages 6 and up.

For direct links to registration, 
visit king.ca/EnvironmentalEv-
ents.

Coaches: We want to
hear from you!

Send us your game reports,
tournament results, etc. for
Hockey, Figure Skating Skiiing, 
Basketball, Volleyball,
Gymnastics, Martial Arts, and 
anything else sports-related that’s 
going on in your community.

Email Mark at
editor@kingsentinel.com
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WE DON’T BREW 
OUR BEER FOR 
THE AWARDS. 

BUT HE DOES!

Andrew Kohnen 
Brewmaster

Our brewmaster, Andrew Kohnen, threw away a successful career in logistics to pursue 

his dream of reconnecting with the brewing roots of his family. This carried him to the UK’s 

prestigious Brewlab in Sunderland, England, where he procured the alchemy that would 

drive his signature brewing style.

He took what he could from there and ventured to Scotland, Cornwall, and ultimately to 

Krefeld, Germany, working in the same brewery that had belonged to his ancestors. 

He came home to Canada for Hockley.

You could call it dumb, but we call it destiny.

Andrew Kohnen 

You could call it dumb, but we call it destiny.

HOCKLEYBEER.CA

1162 Andrew ad_Broad_Half.indd   1 5/25/17   1:20 PM

 King’s Corners
King City United
By Sheryl Sinka

Worship begins at 10 a.m. and all are 
welcome to join. Sunday School takes 
place during the same hour and for in-
formation on the Sunday School please 
contact Sheryl Sinka at 416-450-0140.

We encourage all this season to make 
an effort to contribute to the King Town-
ship Food Bank or their Christmas in 
King program. Information is available 
at ktfb.ca

The donations to the King Township 
Food bank continue to be needed in 
greater quantities than ever before and 
the community can make a signifi cant 
difference if  it works together to con-
tinue to support the Food Bank and the 
families that access this much needed 
service. 

If  you have any questions please con-
tact the church offi ce at 905-833 5181.

King Bible Church

Join us on Sundays at 10:30 a.m. for 
our Sunday Worship service. Please 
visit our website for links and further 
information: www.kingbiblechurch.
com

If  you have any questions please 
email: Lisa Lethangue (lisa@kingbi-

blechurch.com), Administrative Assis-
tant, King Bible Church, 1555 King Rd, 
King City, 905-833-5104.

King City Seniors (55+)
By Carolyn Kanitz

Our regularly scheduled activities 
will resume the week of  Monday, Jan. 
6, 2025. 

Upcoming in January, there will 
be a presentation by lawyer, David 
Struthers, on the importance of  wills 
and estate planning. This will take 
place on Friday, Jan. 17, 2025 at 10 a.m.

May the upcoming holidays be a joy-
ful celebration for you and yours.

The following activities are offered 
at the King City Seniors’ Centre. If  you 
see something that is of  interest, please 
come out and join the group. All are 
welcome.

Monday mornings: 10 a.m., 11 a.m.  – 
Mobility Matters. 

Monday afternoons: 1 p.m. – Music 
and Movement/ Cribbage; 2 p.m. – Knit-
ting/Crochet classes.

Tuesday mornings: 10 a.m. – Line 
Dancing. 

Tuesday afternoons: 1 p.m. – Bid Eu-
chre.

Wednesday mornings: 10 a.m., 11 
a.m. – Mobility Matters.

Wednesday afternoons: 1 p.m. – 
Bridge.

Thursday mornings: 9:30 a.m. – Gen-

tle Motion (similar to Tai Chi). 
Thursday afternoons; 1 p.m. – Carpet 

Bowling. 
Friday mornings: 9:30 a.m. - Art 

Class (2nd & 4th Friday of  the month 
unless otherwise noted).

Friday afternoons: 1 p.m. – Progres-
sive Euchre.

You may contact KCSC at 905-833-6565 
or kingcity.seniors@gmail.com

York Pines United

On Fourth Advent this Sunday, we 
light the peace candle in the Advent 
wreath. The sanctuary is now decorat-
ed for Christmas season. Feel free to 
join us for coffee at noon. 

On Dec. 29, the congregation will be 
wearing their Christmas sweaters and 
bringing in their Christmas leftovers 
(if  there is such a thing).

Schomberg AA meetings

Alcoholics Anonymous meetings are 
held weekly at Suburban North at 116 
Church St. They’re held every Monday 
and Thursday in-person at 7:30 p.m.

Sacred Heart Church

Father John reminds us that the sec-
ond Advent candle reminds us of  Mary 
and Joseph’s journey from Nazareth to 
Bethlehem before Mary gave birth to 
Jesus.  Peace is the theme – let us pray 
for peace in our families and peace in 

our world. Jesus is coming, and so is 
his Kingdom of  Peace. Next weekend 
brings Gaudete or Bambinelli Sunday 
where we ‘rejoice’ in celebrating the 
coming of  Jesus into the world.  Join 
parishes around the world by bringing 
the fi gurine of  Jesus from your family 
crib to next weekend masses to be bless-
ed with Holy Water.

Confessions before Christmas:  Fri-
day, Dec. 20 7:30-8:30 p.m. following 
Mass at 7 p.m.

Website: sacredheartki.archtoron-
to. Email: sacredheartki@archtoron-
to.org. Facebook & Instagram: Sacred 
Heart Parish King City. Contact Recto-
ry offi ce at 905-833-1161.

St. Andrew’s
By Kathy Patterson

The Sunday services are recorded 
each week and posted on our website. 
Have a look. (standrews-kingcity.ca 
Click on the YouTube frame) 

Donations for the King Township 
Food Bank are needed! Please call the 
offi ce fi rst if  you wish to donate during 
the week call 905-833-2325 and visit the 
Food Bank’s website at ktfb.ca to deter-
mine which foods are needed. Also, look 
at christmasinking.ca if  you would like 
to participate as a donor.

If  you have any questions or if  you 
need pastoral care or prayer, please call 
St. Andrew’s, King City at 905-833-2325 
for the Rev. Alison Agnew or phone one 
of  the Elders.

 Society hosts big band
The King Township Historical Society hosted The Borealis Big Band from Aurora at 

their annual Christmas Concert, held at Laskay Hall at the King Heritage and Cultural 
Centre. The 22-member band, including 2 vocalists, delighted members and guests for 
2 hours with old Christmas classics and a few more contemporary pieces. Laskay Hall 
once again proved to be a lovely venue for this yearly gathering.

PLEASE RECYCLE THIS NEWSPAPER!
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505  GENERAL HELP WANTED 505  GENERAL HELP WANTED

Come join a dynamic, fast paced, growing entrepreneurial
company looking for driven, enthusiastic sales representatives.
A rewarding, lucrative opportunity for the right candidate.

Zach Shoub
416-803-9940
zach@lpcmedia.ca

• Works Well with Deadlines and Budgets
• Organized with an Intermediate Knowledge
   of Microsoft Excel

COMPENSATION:
Base + Commission

601 ARTICLES WANTED

!!! WANTED !!!
WE PAY FOR GOLF BALLS

Pay $0.15 to $0.40 per ball
Year Round! Pick-up available!

416-889-9365. Peter
NO MIN QTY OR NO MAX!!

Classifi eds
Phone 905-857-6626 or 1-888-557-6626

or email admin@caledoncitizen.com

Grass fed/finished Angus 
freezer beef for sale. Sides, 

quarters and bundles.

 Valleybrook Farm
905-460-4662, 

blackcow@sympatico.ca
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Thanks to Our
Newspaper 
Carriers

KIDS, ADULTS, SENIORS
EARN SOME EXTRA MONEY!
Deliver THE KING WEEKLY 
SENTINEL. Routes available in 
your area. Email your name and 
address to denise@lpcmedia.ca

ATTENTION 
CARRIERS 
WANTED
 Apply Today!

We appreciate your dedicated 
service to our publication and 
our community.

THE KING 
WEEKLY 

SENTINEL

In Print & Online
www.KingSentinel.com

More
Classifi eds
next page

Remember
your loved ones 

in a
special way...
IN MEMORIAMS

$40 + HST 

WE PAY CASH for 
scrap vehicles - any 
size. We also buy 
construction and farm 
equipment. Open 7 
days a week. Call 
905-859-0817 (Peter)

202 HOUSES
FOR RENT

406 VEHICLES 
WANTED

Please
recycle

this
ne� paper

505  GENERAL 
HELP WANTED

ABATE RABBIT PACK-
ERS meat processing 
facility from Arthur im-
mediately requires 16 
Wholesale and Retail 
Butchers with a mini-
mum of 2 to 3 years of 
direct hands on expe-
rience in meat cutting 
and processing. Duties 
include cutting and 
sectioning of meat, 
skinning and removing 
blemishes, deboning 
rabbits and chickens, 
cutting meat into spe-
cialized cuts and pre-
paring for wholesale 
and retail sales. HS 
diploma or equivalent 
required. Positions of-
fered are permanent 
full time and salary is 
$16.00/hr for 42.5 hrs 
a week, OT after 44 
hrs a week. Please ap-
ply in person at 7597 
Jones Baseline in Ar-
thur, via email at joea@
abatepackers.com, via 
fax at 1-519-848-2793 
or via phone at 1-519-
848-2107.

610 FIREWOOD/
TREES

610 FIREWOOD/
TREES

SEASONED
FIREWOOD
647-237-5537

Face Cord $170
Bush Cord $500 

Smaller amounts also available.
We deliver.

1153 Canal Rd,
Bradford, ON L3Z 4E2

QUALITY FIREWOOD
Seasoned Firewood

$395/Bush Cord.
Fresh cut

$325/Bush Cord.
Call 905-729-2303 or

705-440-6450
Truckloads of firewood

logs now available

SUPPORT YOUR
LOCAL BUSINESSES!

1 YEAR OLD HOUSE in 
Kimberley, ON. 3 bed-
rooms with 2 bedroom 
in-law suite with sepa-
rate entrance. Refer-
ences required. Call Paul 
905-429-7392. 

207 WANTED
TO RENT

I AM LOOKING for a 
perfect spot to share 
and host my MY PET 
SITTING SERVICE. 
I’m looking for a spot 
in the countryside, 
near Nobleton, in the 
King Road area, be-
fore the holidays. We 
work together with 
local veterinarians. 
Once established, I 
will off er pet sitting 
in a scenic area and 
welcome your pets. 
We have to prepare 
for the holidays now. 
Help me fi nd the per-
fect spot. For more 
information, contact 
Elke - 416 767 2442

Nobleton Notes
By Angie Maccarone

St. Paul’s Church
By Linda Blydorp

We invite you to join us in person for 
worship this Sunday at 10 a.m.

We offer children’s ministry and 
nursery during the service. If  you can’t 
make it in person, our live-streamed 
broadcasts are available directly on 
stpaulsnobleton.ca or on our YouTube 
channel each Sunday at 10 a.m., or 
on demand at youtube.com/stpaul-
schurchnobleton.

Our Junction Ministries serve our 
children’s and families each Sunday. 
FirstLink is our staffed ministry time 
with our youngest attendees, and Junc-
tion is an age appropriate time of  teach-
ing with our elementary aged children.

Our mid-week LifeConnect small 
groups are an opportunity to connect 
with others and grow in faith. Groups 
meet for discussion, study, and prayer 
throughout the week.

Students in Grade 7 to 12 are invited 
to our YouthConnect every other Fri-
day.  We will be taking a break over the 

Christmas season and continue meet-
ing on Jan. 10, 2025. Join us as we ex-
plore questions about life, faith, and Je-
sus with the youth Alpha program.

Need a morning out?  We are Invit-
ing all women to join us for a morning 
of  worship, prayer, conversation, and 
refreshments on Saturday, Nov. 30 from 
9:30 to 11:30 a.m. Our theme will be “Re-
fresh!”

St. Mary’s Church

Browse our websites:
St. Patrick’s Parish: 
https://stpatrickssc.archtoronto.

org/ 
St. Mary’s Mission: https://stmarys-

no.archtoronto.org/
If  there is anything we can do to sup-

port you, please call the parish office on 
905-859-5522 or email us at: stpatandst-
marysc@archtoronto.org

The Parish Office will remain open 
from Monday to Thursday, 9 a.m. to 4:30 
p.m.

Nobleton Seniors (55+)
By Joanne Bailey

Please register for each program you 
plan to attend. Material and food is pur-

chased according to the number of  peo-
ple registered.

All Educational Thursdays are $1 for 
members and $2 for non-members. 

January 9, 2025 – “One Year Older.” 
Bring in your vintage piece, (jewellery, 
china, clothing, childhood toy etc.). Tell 
us the history of  this special heirloom. 
Share your “treasured story” with the 
group.

January 16 – Heart to Home. Pre-
sented by Teri. An explanation of  this 
service to seniors. Meal options will 
be explained. Sample foods will be 
provided to enjoy. Register by Janu-
ary 13, to be included in the food sam-
pling. 

January 23 – Nobleton Pharmasave. 
Learn about the services the pharmacy 
provides beside prescriptive drugs. In-
formation hand-out will be prepared by 
the pharmacist Matt & presented by Jo-
anne. Services available, blister packs 
for medication, medication review, 
blood pressure, compression stockings 
and more. 

January 30 – HosPall Private Home-
care. Presented by Michele Frauley 
CEO. “Coping with Loss & Embracing 
Change with Aging.” Michelle will ex-
plore the stages of  grief  & practical 
self-care tips. Register by January 27. 

Snacks & refreshments provided by Ho-
sPall.

Watson, Community Resilience Offi-
cer, King Fire & Emergency Services. 
Learn about escape planning, mobility 
concerns, accidents in the home, lithi-
um & ion batteries & more.

February 13 Art with Angela. Learn 
the technique of  paining a planter pot. 
Once painted you will take your pot 
home. Cost TBD, which include all ma-
terials and instructions. Register by 
February 10 so materials can be pur-
chased. 

February 20 – Osteoarthritis, pre-
sented by the Arthritis Society of  Cana-
da. Learn about the impact of  OA if  left 
unattended. Discuss the management 
of  OA to improve your quality of  life. 
This presentation will be done on zoom 
so come out and listen.

Nobleton Lions

The Lions promote local non-profit 
organizations with events publicity on 
the Upcoming Events page of  our web-
site. We would be happy to feature any 
events that qualify and also share them 
on Instagram. Please send requests to 
Club President Jerry MacBain at noble-
tonlionjerry@outlook.com
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 804 SERVICES

Remember your 
loved ones in a
special way...

IN MEMORIAMS
$40 + HST

Please
Recycle This
Ne�paper

ALL JUNK 
REMOVAL

416-876-2219

BASEMENTS • YARDS  
GARAGES • GENERAL CLEAN-UPS

SMALL MOVES • ODD JOBS
Very Reasonable Rates

Text pictures for a qute to:Call to enquire:
905-832-9655

or, text pictures to:
416-876-2219

 808 STORAGE

If Drinking Has Become 
a Problem We Can Help

416-487-5591
Or Call Toll Free in Ontario

1-877-404-5591
ALCOHOLICS ANONYMOUS

www.aatoronto.org

STORAGE
AVAILABLE:

20 yard sea can con-
tainer for storage lo-
cated in Nobleton. 
Safe location. For more 
information, please call 
905-859-0817

 909 PERSONALS

PLEASE  RECYCLE 
THIS NEWSPAPER

Kevin Scott

McArthur - Bessey
Auctions

McArthur - BesseyMcArthur - BesseyMcArthur - BesseyMcArthur - Bessey
AuctionsAuctionsAuctionsAuctions

Farm, Livestock, Estate, Home & Business
Auctions with experience & consideration

Please contact us at
Kevin 519-942-0264 - Scott 519-843-5083

mcarthurbessey@gmail.com
www.theauctionadvertiser.com/KMcArthur

612 AUCTIONS/FLEA MARKETS 612 AUCTIONS/FLEA MARKETS
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For sale is a unique original painting by 

renowned floral artist, the late Helen Lucas. 

“Holy Spirit,” is an original acrylic on wood frame 

piece that captures spirituality in a simple way, 

through a dove. Created in 2017. The small set 

of originals was meant to be printed as art cards 

for a church fundraiser. Only 5-6 of these doves 

exist (in different poses) so they are truly rare. 

This is the only one of its kind. Measures 19.5” 

by 23.5.” Lucas originals are quite valuable and 

sought after. This is unlike anything else in her 

collection. “… the Holy Spirit descended in a 

bodily form, as a dove, upon him, and a voice 

came out of heaven, Thou art my beloved Son; 

in thee I am well pleased.” Asking $500. Email 

mpavilons@rogers.com for more.

Helen Lucas original for sale - 
“The Holy Spirit”

For sale is “Pine on the Ridge” (Small Study) by 

Canadian artist David Arathoon. It was created 

in the 1990s and sold at a Caledon-based 

charity auction. Frame measures 20” by 17.25” 

and canvas is 11.5” by 8.5”. Valued at $450. 

David Arathoon has achieved national success 

with numerous solo and group exhibitions in 

many private and public galleries, such as the 

Hummingbird Center for the Performing Arts, 

Toronto. Arathoon has been instrumental in 

successful fundraising efforts with his original art 

and limited edition prints. His prints have raised 

over $100,000 for various charities. Asking 

$300 obo. Email mpavilons@rogers.com

Original Arathoon canvas for sale
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JANUARY 3RD AT 5PM
HANDS OF TIME SALE

KIDD FAMILY AUCTIONS is winding up for the Hands of Time Sale – An 
Outstanding Clock & Parts Collection, set to ring in the new year on Jan 3rd. 

Offering an exquisite range of pieces that embody history, ingenuity, and 
elegance with every tick from notable clockmakers such as Pequegnat, W.L. 

Gilbert, Waterbury, Schatz and many more.

Lots begin closing online at 5pm on Jan 3rd. 
Place your bids online now - the clock is ticking!

Come preview this catalog on Jan 3rd from 10am-4pm, or call for appointment 
on another day, at our Home Of�ce Base  
438280 4th Line, Melancthon L9V 1S9.

Featuring: 1893 Waterbury “Haadin” Walnut 30hr Clock; “Valse Rose” French 
Statue Marble 8 Day Clock; 1910 W. L. Gilbert “Valerie” Crystal Regulator 
Clock; Blackforest Mantel Clock; Arthur Pequegnat “Toronto” Oak 8 Day 
Clock; National Oak Mission Style Clock; Schatz 1000 Day Clock; Vienna 

Regulator – 8 Day Clock; 1907 Waterbury “Sagua” 8 Day Mantel Clock; 1879 
Ansonia Oak Gingerbread 8 Day Clock; and so much more.

Call, text or email anytime! Of�ce Phone Number: 519-288-2228 
Dennis@kiddfamilyauctions.com • Lyn@kiddfamilyauctions.com 

www.kiddfamilyauctions.com

JANUARY 10TH AT 5PM
ANTIQUES, COLLECTIBLES & QUALITY 

HOUSEHOLD ITEMS

Call, text or email anytime! Of�ce Phone Number: 519-288-2228 
Dennis@kiddfamilyauctions.com • Lyn@kiddfamilyauctions.com 

www.kiddfamilyauctions.com

Take a stroll down memory lane and rediscover the charm of the past. From evening 
purses to vintage movie posters, collectible tins, and folk art, each item tells a story.   

It’s your chance to collect the past and love the present!

Lots begin closing at 5pm on Jan 10th. 
Preview: Fri Jan 10th, 10am – 4pm, or call for appointment on another day. 

Pickup: Sat Jan 11th, 10am – 5pm. Call or text if you need more information. 

Pickup & preview at our Home Office Base  
438280 4th Line, Melancthon L9V 1S9 (North of Shelburne).

Featuring: Framed Oil Paintings; Nautical Inspired Folk Art; Large Quantity of  
Beaded Clutch Purses and Lucite Box Purses; Pocket Watches; Vintage Movie  

Posters; Inkwell Bottles; Wool Blankets; Sterling Silver & 10k Gold Jewelry;  
Sherman Rhinestone Jewelry; Waterbury Shelf Clock; Nikon Vintage Cameras;  
Tobacco Tins; Vintage Publications including 1st Edition by Van Dyke; Home 

Renovation Supplies including Live Edge Slabs; Small Appliances; Anchor Hocking 
Mugs; Jadeite Fire King Glassware; Collectible Bar Trays, and so much more.

If you’re interested in absentee bids or consigning in any of our upcoming sales  
then give us a call at 519-288-2228.

By Brock Weir

In the midst of  an affordability cri-
sis, a popular guide on how to navigate 
the local community on a budget has 

been revised and re-issued for a very 
different world. 

The Up Your Life Guide, an initiative 
of  the Aurora-based Your Support Ser-
vices Network (YSSN), a publication 
formally known as York Region on a 
Limited Budget, was updated and re-is-
sued, providing a road map for local 
residents in need. 

First published under its previous 
name in 1997, it was originally con-
ceived by volunteers concerned about 
residents facing challenges putting 
food on their table and accessing neces-
sities of  life.

“They came together, they pooled 
their collective experience living on 
limited incomes and navigating com-
munity services, with the goal of  shar-
ing that knowledge with others,” says 
Kim Thorn, Executive Director of  
YSSN. “The results of  their efforts…
close to 30 years later remains one of  
the most requested resources we have 
as an organization. 

“Since the initial production, YSSN 
has facilitated ongoing efforts to update 
and reproduce revised editions of  the 
guide, often with the help and input of  

many of  its users. Growing steadily in 
popularity over the years, this booklet 
has, at times, attracted the interest and 
general support of  community part-
ners and founders.

“Following a pause as we navigat-
ed the pandemic years, we are pleased 
to now share with the community the 
newest edition of  this resource.”

Leading up to this 2024 update, 
Thorn thanked members of  YSSN’s 
Peer & Family Advisory Committee, 
for keeping their fingers on the pulse of  
the communities they serve –  and its 
needs.

YSSN’s Gary Whetung said he joined 
the organization during the pandemic 
and, as soon as he walked through the 
door, he was immediately struck by the 
dedication of  the committee.

“Some of  the very first people that 
I met were the peers who were part 
of  the advisory team that were revis-
ing the booklet and creating the Up 
Hub website that would feature all the 
great resources. Today, those resources 
are still available online and in book-
let form. Many of  those same peers 
are part of  YSSN’s Peer and Family 

Advisory Committee. This Committee, 
now in its third year, has been a valu-
able source of  input and feedback on 
our agency’s many initiatives and pro-
grams including our Strategic Plan, 
our Accessibility Plan and Goals, our 
Diversity, Equity and Inclusion Strate-
gies, and our Communications Efforts 
as an organization.

“What I really love about our Peer 
and Family Advisory Committee, apart 
from the people who have dedicated 
their time to it, is its very existence re-
inforces something fundamental about 
our agency. We are a team of  people 
who see ourselves as companions walk-
ing alongside people who support their 
life journeys through good times, tough 
times, taking their lead in how we can 
support them and work towards the 
goals that they have set. Our sincere 
thanks to our peer and family advisory 
committee and more importantly for all 
the feedback and the ability to contin-
ually improve upon our service to the 
community. We couldn’t do that with-
out their support and efforts.”

For more information about UpHub 
and Up Your Life, visit yssn.ca/uphub.

Up Your Life guide re-published following pandemic pause

PLEASE RECYCLE
THIS NEWSPAPER!
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GERALD 
LADEROUTE

LAND CLEARING 
LIMITED

• REMOVAL OF
TREES, BUILDINGS,

OLD EQUIPMENT, ETC.
• BOBCAT SERVICE 

AVAILABLE
• WE CLEAR BUILDING 

LOTS, FENCE LINES, ETC.

416.996. 5998

Y� r local fencing
   professi� als

One St�  Sh�  f
  all y� r Fencing and Deck Needs

• Bonded & insured
• WSIB & CRA COMPLIANT
• 5 year warranty

New Subdivision Specialist
Decks • Fences • Gates

Post Replacement
Tear Down & Disposal

Email kosta@newfence.caEmail kosta@newfence.caEmail kosta@newfence.caEmail kosta@newfence.ca
647-53-FENCE(33623)

PROPANE AND APPLIANCE SALES

866-952-0146

RESIDENTIAL • COMMERCIAL • INDUSTRIAL
INSTALLATIONS   SERVICE   DELIVERY

CARLINg PROPANE INC.
Toll Free 1-866-952-0146   www.carlingpropane.ca

TRUETEMPSOLUTIONS@OUTLOOK.COM  (705) 440-3918
Proudly Serving Alliston & Surrounding Area

HEATING & COOLING

DANIEL’S ELECTRICAL INSTALLATION
Electrical Lights • Chandeliers

Ceiling Fans • Tracklights • Repairs
Cable Light • Clean Chandeliers, Etc.

Cell: 416-456-5336  |  dagwtw5@gmail.com

Established 2001

FENCING

ServiceServiceAT YOUR

LANDSCAPING

JUNK REMOVALELECTRICAL

HEATING/AIR CONDITIONING

TO ADVERTISE, PLEASE CONTACT ZACH AT 416-803-9940

SUPPORT 
LOCAL 
SMALL 

BUSINESS

AD
TO ADVERTISE CALL 416-803-9940

If you are reading 
this ad, our 

advertising works!

PAINTING

DALTON’S PAINTING
 • Interior & Exterior Painting
   FREE ESTIMATES

905-773-5811

PLUMBING

Residential & Commercial
Locally Owned & Operated. 
Licensed, Insured & Bonded

• Complete Bathroom Renovations

• Plumbing Rough-Ins • Pumps

• Flooring • Toilets & Faucets

• Service & Repairs

• UV Lights & Filters

• Sewer Cameras & Drain Cleaning

• Hot Water Tanks, Pressure Tanks, 
Water Softeners

www.theplumbingguy.ca
NO JOB TOO BIG OR SMALL
GUARANTEED BEST PRICE!

647-228-1999
1-866-652-1999

24HR EMERGENCY RESPONSE

HANDYMAN AVAILABLE

Reliant Property Services Inc.
Mark • 416-738-6270 • relianthandyman.ca

25+ years experience.
NO JOB TOO SMALL.
• Roof/Eavestrough Repairs
• Interior Maintenance  
 & Installations
• Lighting for Home Security
• Electrical Services
• Electrical Vehicle EV Charger

Keeping Seniors 
in their Homes

Licensed Master 
Electrician
ECRA 7005257

reliantpropertyinc@gmail.com

RENOVATIONS

RENOVATIONS

647-290-1779     647-281-9992

Carbone 
Home Renovations

Windows & Doors • Drywall / Drywall Repair
Tile, Vinyl & Laminate Flooring • Basements

Full Bathroom Renovations • Fences & Decks 

SUMMER RENOVATIONS INC.

BIG OR SMALL GIVE US A CALL!
(Free Estimates)  647-287-7168

Build/Repair Fences 
Build/Repair Decks

SHOP LOCAL
AND SUPPORT

YOUR COMMUNITY!

Roofi ng Pros
* Shingles, Flat, Aluminum * Repair/Replacement

* Licenced & Insured * 20 Years Experience
* Financing Available
905 252-7767

www.TheRoofi ngPros.ca
Serving King Township, including 
King City, Nobleton, Schomberg
and surrounding areas.

ROOFING

SECURITY

Tree Removal  •  Trimming  •  Stump Grinding
Land Clearing  •  Storm Damage  •  24 hr Emergency Services

519-938-6996 branchmanagertreecare@gmail.com

519-878-4761

FREE QUOTE

www.godontreecare.com
godontreecare@gmail.com

Tree Removal
Stump Grinding
Tree, shrub, 
and hedge pruning
Full clean up 
and disposal
Fully Insured
Free Wood and 
Free Wood chips 

TREE SERVICES
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In the business world, it is 
always important to appreciate 
those people you are involved 
with, whether they are clients, 
co-workers, or people whose 
services you may require  
from time to time to help you 
operate successfully.
IN THE WORLD OF REAL ESTATE, it is the community 
at large that helps make you successful.

Realtor Daryl King, leads a team of over 70 real estate 
representatives that serve Toronto and the GTA with 
professionalism and an unwavering commitment to 
helping their clients achieve their real estate goals 
and dreams.

From first home buyers and those wanting to down-
size, to clients who are relocating due to job commit-
ments or retiring, Daryl and his team have helped 
thousands of clients through successful real estate 
transactions.

Over the years, Daryl has helped thousands of happy 
families buy or sell their home. With 35 years of ex-

perience in the industry and a team of trusted sales 
representatives, Daryl and his team have become the 
trusted agents for not only current clients, but newer 
clients who have been referred because of the satis-
fied results of family and friends.

Daryl now helps second and third generations of 
families who come to him when it’s time to buy a 
home.

In the constantly evolving world of real estate where 
market trends are always changing, it is important 
to be involved, stay aware of the current trends, and 
continue to be educated about the way the industry 
is changing.

Daryl and his team look forward to helping poten-
tial buyers with their home buying dream and are 
encouraging people to take advantage of the current 
market.

Daryl has prepared a list for his clients called ‘27 Tips,’ 
that are applicable for anyone who owns a property 
and is hoping to sell. The tips provide ways to prepare 
a home for sale to maximize profits.

“When you live in your home, you can live any way 
you want,” Daryl explained. “However, when you 
want to sell it, it should be in a showcase presenta-
tion. There are things you can change, that are not 
that costly, but the return on the money you spent, 
is dramatic.”

Throughout the year, Daryl and his team are engaged 
with the community that supports them. They have a 
commitment to give back to that community in vari-
ous ways.

They support The Scott Mission in Toronto, which 
primarily helps men who are homeless or in need.

The Yellow Brick House helps women in transition or 
are in crisis, and the Daryl King team supports them 
as well.

“Now that we are coming down to the end of the 
year, we realize there are some ups and downs with 
everybody,” Daryl said. “I’m very grateful myself. I’m 
thankful for what I have, I don’t worry about what I 
don’t have. I know that everybody in life needs a hug, 
I believe that. I just want to wish everyone, family and 
friends, peace, harmony, good health, good fortune, 
and lots of happiness going from 2024 into 2025. I 
want to thank our brokers, RE/MAX Hallmark, and 
all the other brokers for their cooperation when we 
work together, and of course our loyal clients.”

Daryl's actions are more than just words.

“We also do sponsoring,” Daryl explained. “We spon-
sor the Scott Mission and the Yellow Brick House. 
People can help them through volunteering, food 
donations and monetary donations. Every little bit 
helps. They can drop a donation off at our office or 
we can go and pick it up. We have a big Christmas 

tree here and it is filled with new toys for the Yellow 
Brick House. This is a way to help a family in need, 
and we can’t do it without everyone’s support. We are 
always trying to be involved in the community. We 
are always trying to set an example. Giving back is 
key. There’s always different charity events that we are 
involved in.”

After more than three decades in the real estate in-
dustry, Daryl said he is still learning new things.

“If you don’t learn more, you’re not growing” Daryl 
said “I have dedicated buyer agents that are going to 
give one hundred and ten percent of their effort, and 
it’s not their time and effort, it’s the entire team.”

Daryl’s personal philosophy, is to always be ‘humble 
and kind,’ because ‘you never know what someone 
else is facing.’ He not only says the words, he lives 
his life by a philosophy of helping others and under-
standing that you may not know what your neigh-
bour or friend is dealing with on a personal level.

It is this philosophy and way of dealing with clients 
that brings people back to the Daryl King team when 
it’s time to sell a property, or when looking for a new 
home.

You can learn more about The Daryl King Team by 
visiting on-line at www.darylking.ca, or by calling at: 
905-907-5464.

Written by Brian Lockhart

LIFETIME
ACHIEVEMENT

TITAN
AWARD

CHAIRMAN’S
AWARD

PLATINUM 
AWARD

HALL OF 
FAME

Realtron Realty Inc., 
Brokerage

Independently Owned and Operated

t:905.898.1211   c:416.520.3651
anitakotsovos@gmail.com
www.AnitaKotsovos.com

Over 30 years of award-winning Over 30 years of award-winning 
real estate experience!real estate experience!

ANITA KOTSOVOS
R E A L  E S TAT E  S A L E S  R E P R E S E N TAT I V E

Gorgeous Executive family home in prime demand Sharon!! Huge private treed and landscaped lot with a wonderful inground pool and lots of room for the kids to play! 
Renovated eat in kitchen features walkout to large deck overlooking the pool and is open to a lovely family room with fi replace! Spacious living and dining rooms feature 
hardwood fl oors and large windows, great for entertaining! Bonus feature on this fl oor is the separate offi ce! 4 generous sized bedrooms upstairs and 2 full bathrooms 
complete this fl oor. Great fi nished recreation room in the basement with another fi replace plus an additional bedroom too! Hurry in for this one!!

$1,599,000

JUST LISTED IN SHARON!! Merry Christmas Merry Christmas 
&& Happy Holidays! Happy Holidays!

•  www.theauroran.com
•  www.kingsentinel.com
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Royal LePage RCR Realty, Brokerage  
independently owned and operated. 

Marcia Walter | Broker  

Mobile 416-707-5285
Office 905-939-2000 
marcia@marciawalter.com

Royal LePage RCR Realty, Brokerage  
independently owned and operated. 

Marcia Walter | Broker  

Mobile 416-707-5285
Office 905-939-2000 
marcia@marciawalter.com

Royal LePage RCR Realty, Brokerage  
independently owned and operated. 

Marcia Walter | Broker  

Mobile 416-707-5285
Office 905-939-2000 
marcia@marciawalter.com BROKER, SRS, R.E.N.E., GUILD

Direct: 416.418.8303
Focused on Delivering Results Beyond Clients’ Expectations!

Se Volete Vendere o Avete Intensioni di Comprare Una Casa,
Chiamatemi E Vi Prometto Che Rimarrete Soddisfatti!

MARIA
GUADAGNOLO

“Chiamatemi, Parlo Italiano!”

Thinking of selling?  
We are ready to help you obtain top dollars for your property!

NANCY FAGAN
S a l e s  R e p r e s e n t a t i v e

THINKING ABOUT BUYING OR SELLING?  
 Call

10473 Islington Ave.,
Kleinburg

905-607-2000  
Cell: 905-626-1359

Independently Owned & Operated

West Realty Inc.
CONTACT

MARK 
SCIULLI

 (416) 710-3661
 MARK.S@ROCKINC.CA

MORTGAGEMANMARK.CA

WHY USE A MORTGAGE BROKER?

I WORK FOR YOU, NOT THE BANKS 
1 ON 1  SERVICE

Purchases 
Refi nance 

Poor Credit
Investment Properties 

Debt Consolidation 
Home Equity Line
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In Ontario, a special assessment 
can come as an unexpected  
financial burden for both new  
and existing condo owners. 

While regular condo fees cover day-to-day main-
tenance, special assessments are additional  
charges levied by the condo corporation  

to cover unforeseen or substantial expenses. Buy-
ers and owners should fully understand what these  
assessments are and how they work to avoid financial 
surprises.

WHAT IS A SPECIAL ASSESSMENT?
A special assessment is a one-time fee that condo  
owners must pay to cover significant, unbudgeted 
costs. These charges usually arise when the reserve 
fund, which is meant for long-term repairs (e.g.,  
replacing roofs or repaving parking lots), is insufficient 
or when unexpected repairs are needed. For example, 
if a building’s elevator system suddenly breaks down  
or major structural repairs are required, a special  
assessment may be imposed on all unit owners.

The total cost is typically divided among owners based 
on their unit’s size or percentage of ownership. For 
instance, if a condo building requires $500,000 in  
repairs, and an owner’s unit represents 5% of the  
building’s total size, they would pay $25,000.

COMMON TRIGGERS FOR SPECIAL ASSESSMENTS
Special assessments are usually triggered by large,  
unexpected costs. The most common causes include:

1  EMERGENCY REPAIRS: Unforeseen expenses  
such as structural damage or essential system failures 
(e.g., elevator breakdown).

2  UNDERFUNDED RESERVE FUNDS: If the build-
ing’s reserve fund is depleted or poorly managed, the 
condo board may levy a special assessment to cover 
the shortfall.

3  UPGRADES AND RENOVATIONS: Significant  
improvements like upgrading the HVAC system or  
refurbishing the building’s lobby may prompt a special 
assessment if these weren’t planned for in the regular 
budget.

4  INSURANCE GAPS: If the condo’s insurance doesn’t 
fully cover repair costs (due to high deductibles or  
inadequate coverage), a special assessment may be 
needed to cover the difference.

HOW ARE SPECIAL ASSESSMENTS CALCULATED?
Special assessments are typically calculated based 
on each unit’s proportionate share of ownership in 

the building. Larger units with a higher percentage 
of ownership generally pay more. For example, if a 
$500,000 repair is needed and a unit is responsible  
for 5% of the building's total ownership, the owner 
would be liable for $25,000.

While some assessments may be minor, others can 
reach tens of thousands of dollars. It’s important  
for condo owners to be prepared for this possibility 
and consider the financial impact.

HOW BUYERS CAN PROTECT THEMSELVES
Before purchasing a condo, buyers should thoroughly 
investigate whether there are any ongoing or potential 
special assessments. Key documents to have a lawyer 
review include:

1  CONDO FINANCIAL STATEMENTS: These provide 
insight into the condo corporation's financial health, 
including the balance in the reserve fund. A low or 
poorly managed reserve fund may signal an increased 
likelihood of special assessments.

2  STATUS CERTIFICATE: This document outlines 
the condo's financial status, including any pend-
ing special assessments. It’s essential for assessing  
potential costs.

3  RESERVE FUND STUDY: Condo corporations  
in Ontario must conduct a reserve fund study every 
three years. This study forecasts future maintenance 
needs, helping buyers assess the likelihood of large  
assessments down the road.

IMPACT ON CURRENT CONDO OWNERS
For current condo owners, special assessments can  
be a significant financial strain. These charges are  
typically due within a short period (e.g., 30, 60, or 
90 days), and failure to pay can result in penalties or 
even liens on the property. In extreme cases, the size 
of a special assessment can affect a condo’s resale value  
or make it more difficult to secure financing.

If owners can’t afford the assessment, some condo 
boards may allow a payment plan, but this varies.  
Legal action can also be taken if the assessment  
remains unpaid.

HOW TO HANDLE SPECIAL ASSESSMENTS
If you face a special assessment, it's important to  
address it promptly. Here are some strategies to  
manage the costs:

• INQUIRE ABOUT PAYMENT PLANS: If the amount 
is large, ask the condo board about the possibility  
of spreading the payment over several months or  
even years.

• EXPLORE FINANCING OPTIONS: Some financial 
institutions offer loans specifically for condo assess-
ments. Be sure to review interest rates and terms  
before committing to this route.

• COMMUNICATE WITH THE CONDO BOARD: If you 
feel the assessment is unfair or excessive, reach out  
to the condo board for clarification and transparency.

With the right precautions, both buyers and current 
owners can minimize the financial impact of special 
assessments. Buyers should take the time to review 
a condo’s financial health, including the status of its  
reserve fund and any potential assessments, before  
finalizing a purchase. For existing owners, under-
standing how to handle a special assessment—wheth-
er through payment plans or financing options—can 
ease the financial burden. Staying informed and  
proactive is key to navigating these unexpected costs.

At the Michele Denniston Real Estate Group, we are 
committed to helping you navigate the complexities  
of the Ontario real estate market. Whether you’re  
buying or selling, we offer expert, reputable service  
to ensure your real estate transaction is smooth  
and successful. For personalized advice or assistance,  
contact Michele directly at (416) 433-8316 or  
michele@micheledenniston.com.

LIST WITH ONE OF YORK REGION’S

TOP 50 AGENTS!

BROKER

Rocco Racioppo

Privacy! Privacy! Privacy! $1,428,000
5 Acre treed Estate with pond. Aprox. 4,500 sqft of living space in 

Bungalow with walkout basement.
Call Rocco today!

Adult Style Living! $1,328,000
Aprox. 3,500 sqft of living space in this open concept Bungalow with 12ft ceilings on 

main fl oor & fi nished basement. Backs onto conservation. Call Rocco today!

Executive Home! $2,798,000
Aprox. 4,800 sqft plus fi nished basement situated on 65 x 175 ft South facing lot. 

Totally renovated within the last 6 months! Call Rocco today!

Enjoy your Saltwater Pool! $1,958,000
Aprox. 15 yr old open concept home with 9 ft ceilings, in high demand area! 

Renovated within the last 2 yrs with a high end custom kitchen. Call Rocco today!

PROPERTIES NOW AVAILABLE!

REMEMBER... YOU GET
THE RIGHT RESULTS WITH ROCCO!

905-841-4787
ROCCORACIOPPO.COM
OVER 40 YEARS OF AWARD WINNING SERVICE

Call rocco today for a 
FREE MARKET EVALUATION

RESALE 
HOMES
C O L L E C T I O N S

SPECIAL ASSESSMENTS:
The condo bill you didn't see coming
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140 TEMPERANCE STREET, AURORA 
$3,499,000

211 KENNEDY STREET WEST, AURORA 
$4,599,000

206 CORNER RIDGE ROAD, AURORA 
$2,499,000

HOME.  IT ’S  WHO WE ARE.HOME.  IT ’S  WHO WE ARE.

K E Y A DVA N TAG E . C A   |   9 0 5 . 8 3 6 . 1 2 1 2   |   I N F O @ K E Y A DVA N TAG E . C A

SUSIE STROM
REALTOR ®

LINDSAY STROM
BROKER

Warmest wishes for a 
wonderful holiday season and 
a prosperous new year filled 
with health and happiness!

RESALE 
HOMES
C O L L E C T I O N S

AH, CHRISTMAS. The time of year when homes are 
transformed into glowing, festive wonderlands and 
families make memories that last a lifetime. You know 
who else makes homes magical? Santa Claus, of course. 
But if you think about it, Santa’s job is pretty easy—he 
works one night a year, slides down a few chimneys, 
drops off some gifts, and takes off before dawn.

The real magic happens long before the cookies are 
baked and the stockings are hung: it happens when 
a home becomes something more than walls and a 
roof. It happens when it’s lovingly upgraded, beauti-
fully staged, or expertly sold. That’s where I come in.

My name is Julien Laurion, and while I don’t ride a 
sleigh or have a team of reindeer (though that would 
help with winter traffic in Aurora), I bring my own 
brand of holiday magic to your home. Whether 

you’re dreaming of a new kitchen, finally finishing 
that basement for your holiday gatherings, or buying 
and selling for a fresh start, I’m your guy. My busi-
ness? All About Homes.

A REAL ESTATE “WORKSHOP” LIKE NO OTHER
Picture Santa’s workshop. There’s hammering, craft-
ing, and elves hard at work. Now replace the elves 
with my expert team of realtors and contractors,  
and you’ll start to see how the magic happens.

Need to sell your home? We’ll stage it with as much 
care as Santa wraps his gifts. Buying a home? Consider 
me your guide to finding the perfect spot to hang your 
stockings for years to come. Thinking of upgrading 
your space? My contracting team works harder than 
Rudolph leading the pack through a snowstorm.

And here’s the best part: you don’t have to wait until 
Christmas Eve to see results.

THE ‘NICE LIST’ FOR YOUR HOME
Now, let’s get practical. Santa’s got a list, and so do we. 
Whether you’re buying, selling, or upgrading, here’s 
what I’ll deliver:
 
1  NO-PRESSURE EXPERTISE – Think of me as  

your holiday elf but without the pointy shoes. I’m 
here to offer guidance, advice, and expertise every 
step of the way.

2  ATTENTION TO DETAIL – Whether it’s a real estate 
transaction or a renovation project, we treat every job 
with the care it deserves.

3  FAST TURNAROUND – Unlike Santa, who leaves 
you hanging all year, we’re here when you need us. 
Real estate moves quickly, and so do we.

4  HOLIDAY CHEER – Okay, we might not sing carols 
(well, unless you ask), but we make the process stress-
free and even fun.

MAKING SPIRITS (AND HOMES) BRIGHT
This season, while everyone else is fussing over tangled 
lights and burnt gingerbread cookies, why not focus 
on what truly matters? A beautiful, functional home 
where you can enjoy the holidays. Whether you need 
that dream renovation before the in-laws arrive or 
you’re ready to find a new place to call home in 2025, 
I’m here to help make your season bright.

So while Santa works his magic on December 24th, 
let’s start now.

At All About Homes, we’re not just in the business of 
bricks, lumber, and drywall. We’re in the business of 
transforming houses into homes and homes into havens.

YOUR CHRISTMAS MIRACLE STARTS HERE
This holiday season, give yourself the gift that keeps 

on giving: a home you truly love. Ready to take the 
next step? Whether you’re selling, buying, or trans-
forming, I’ll bring the tools, the team, and maybe 
even some holiday cookies.

Santa might take the credit for Christmas morning, 
but let’s be honest: I’ve been working all year long to 
make it happen.

Sincerely, from my family  
(Stephanie, Olivia and Sydney) to yours.  
Wishing you and your family a  
season full of joy, laughter,  
and a little bit of home magic.

I’ve got your back from start to finish.  
I’m a local Realtor who has lived in Aurora for  

more than 30 years and know it inside and out.  
With A LOT of home construction experience,  

I have an eye that will help you make informed decisions  
re: home concerns and renovations.  

Let me help you with your next big purchase/move.  
Please feel free to call or email me directly at  

416-402-5530 or julien@bigtuna.ca  
or check out my socials at @bigtunarealty

By Julien Laurion 
Real Estate 

SANTA’S GOT NOTHING ON US: SANTA’S GOT NOTHING ON US: 
Your one-stop shop for holiday home magic
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Acts like these are being recognized as part of the 
Coca-Cola Holiday Caravan and a new program 
in search of Canada’s Kindest Community.  

The company’s Todd Parsons shares more details: “We 
are excited to launch Canada’s Kindest Community as 
part of our iconic Holiday Caravan, which was born 
from an opportunity to spread optimism and share 
moments of joy in the locations where we operate.  

“We are conducting a nationwide search to identify,  
celebrate and reward acts of kindness by inviting people 
to share what they or others have done to make life a 
little kinder. The community with the most acts will  
receive a $50,000 donation to support a local charity.” 

To find a stop near you or to share your kindness  
story, visit coke.ca/holiday. 

www.newscanada.com

(NC) The holiday spirit is upon us with many Canadians  
performing acts of kindness in their community, like sharing 
a meal with a neighbour or volunteering at a shelter.  

The search for Canada’s  
Kindest Community
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...xxxx...

Do it yourself, Doesn’t Mean Do it Alone. Here’s How. 
Schomberg
Home hardware

17250 Hwy 27, Unit 1
(in the Foodland plaza)

905-939-HOME (4663)
Aurora
Home hardware

289 Wellington St. E.
Aurora

905-727-4751

Your Community Hardware 
Store Serving York Region 

and Surrounding Areas

TRANSFORM YOUR 
BATHROOM WITH 
CLASSIC BRAND’S 
NEWEST VANITY 
COLLECTIONS!

• Window & Door Installation
• Kitchen & Bath

• Custom Deck Design
• Paint & Painting Supplies

• Stihl Dealer
• Delivery

We Offer Many In-House Services to Make Your Life Easier:

Introducing the Evolution Collection 
– a customizable bathroom vanity series 
designed to meet your unique needs. 
Choose from a vast array of door styles 
and colors that can be combined without limits!

Explore the Crush Vanity Series, 
your infl ation fi ghter! Experience exceptional value 
and premium quality for your bathroom.

Visit us today and elevate your space!

Direct 289.221.1481 Offi ce 365.500.8800 kellyburtrealtor@gmail.com

   from all     from all  
the staff at the staff at 

Season’s GreetingsSeason’s Greetings

RESALE 
HOMES
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905-841-0000
lenard lind, broker of record

905-841-0000
lenard lind, broker of record

www.lindrealty.ca

*Based on IMS Statistics, Aurora Offices

15105 Yonge Street, suite 100, aurora, on l4g 1m3
(2 Blocks south of Wellington on the East Side)

lenard@lindrealty.ca

aurora’s 
top sales 
producer*

AURORA 4,800 SF STONE ESTATE HOME ON 1.77 ACRES WITH POOL!
457 ST JOHNS SIDEROAD WEST, AURORA
AMAZING One of a Kind “Custom” 8,300 SF 
Exquisitely Finished Living Space situated on a 
Picturesque, Private Lot with “Sensational Landscaping” 
and Much More! Chef’s Kitchen! Entertaining-sized 
Principal Rooms! Stone & Custom Wood Trim! 
Sumptuous Primary Bedroom with His & 
Hers Ensuite walk in closets – sitting area with 
Fireplace and More! Brillant Professional Finished 
Knockout Walk-Out Entertaining Delight Lower 
Level to Pool & Exterior “Oasis.”
www.457stjohnssideroadwest.com

Knock-out custom built home with over 6500 sf of living space on 3 levels. 6 bedrooms, 
0.7 acre with 250 ft frontage. Magnificent backyard oasis with inviting inground saltwater 
pool. Heated shop and parking for over 20 vehicles. Huge gourmet kitchen w/custom 
island & cabinetry. Curb appeal and much more! Hardwood floors.

4500 SF MASTERPIECE WITH POOL- BRADFORD

$2,148,888

Wow! It’s a beauty shows to perfection! Sunfilled suite ‘Open Concept” floor plan! Engineered hardwood floors! 
Two fireplaces! ‘Gourmet’ centre island kitchen with granite counters & backsplash. Stainless steel appliances! 
Big primary with inviting ensuite & ‘Organized’ walkin closet! Large 2nd bedroom too! ‘Gated’ security! 
Two side by side parking, pool, and gym! Steps to transit, mall and amenities!

2 BED 2 BATH 1280 SF PENTHOUSE IN RICHMOND HILL

$888,888

$5,188,888

Prime Muskoka Commercial Property! Investors / End Users / Live & Work!  Windermere & Raymond 
Road (Muskoka Lakes) High visibility. Year-round traffic! 3000 SF commercial building incl 1000 SF 
2-bay auto repair shop with 2023 clean ESA parking for 35 cars! Plus 1000 SF renovated 3 bedroom 
bungalow! Zoning allows for multiple uses including Cannabis retail!

11 ACRES, 700 FT FRONTAGE, MUSKOKA LAKES, RETAIL / HOME

$1,198,888

Discover paradise with this 4+2-bed, 6-bath luxury property at Big Bay Point. Nestled between a deeded beach on 
Lake Simcoe’s Kempenfelt Bay and vibrant Friday Harbour, enjoy resort-style living with forest views, an outdoor 
kitchen, fire pit, cedar sauna, gym, and pergola. Entertain or unwind in a spacious 3242 SF home with a 4-car 
garage, dual driveways, and room for recreational toys. Embrace a dream lifestyle!

SHOW STOPPER CUSTOM HOME, BIG BAY POINT

$1,888,888

MARKET UPDATE – NOVEMBER 2024   

– Provided by Key Advantage Team Royal LePage RCR Realty 
Lindsay Strom, Broker
www.KeyAdvantage.ca  |  905-836-1212  |  info@KeyAdvantage.ca
* Not intended to solicit buyers or sellers currently under contract.

*The statistics provided were obtained from the Toronto Regional Real Estate Board's Market Watch NOVEMBER 2024;  
Summary of Existing Home Transactions for All Home Types, NOVEMBER 2024 + Focus on the MLS Home Price Index for Composite,  

NOVEMBER 2024 for York Region's Aurora and King

AURORA KING
AVERAGE SALES PRICE AVERAGE SALES PRICE

NUMBER OF SALES NUMBER OF SALES

SALE TO LIST RATIO SALE TO LIST RATIO

YEAR OVER YEAR % CHANGE YEAR OVER YEAR % CHANGE

$1,474,672
AVERAGE 65 DAYS ON MARKET

$2,510,852
AVERAGE 61 DAYS ON MARKET

75
130 NEW LISTINGS

27
61 NEW LISTINGS

97% 94%

1.47% -4.95%

As 2024 wraps up, we are starting to see more Buyers back transacting in the marketplace and Royal LePage has 
seen that statistic happening as well in the last quarter of 2024. There is a 2% average price increase happening 
in the GTA and expected to continue through the rest of the year, with a predicted slight increase in Quarters 3 and 
4 in 2025. Working closely with your real estate advisor to strategize your plans for 2025 is integral. In an evolving 
market, the Key Advantage Team are your trusted partners for insight and support, to help you make informed 
decisions with confidence. If you are thinking of buying or selling in 2025, now is the time to connect to talk strategy.

Decorating a home for  
holidays is quite popular. 
According to Time2Play, which surveyed 1,000  
Canadians about their holiday decorating habits,  
Manitoba puts up Christmas decor earlier than any  
other province, with these residents taking out deco-
rations 4.3 weeks ahead of Christmas Day on average.

With so many avid holiday decorators, individuals 
will need to find ways to organize and store their sea-
sonal items. Holiday decor comes in many different 
sizes — from the smallest tree ornaments to illumi-
nated statues for the yard or inflatable items. Figuring 
out a storage plan can take a little effort. These seven 
tips can help.

1  Purchase clear, similarly sized storage bins and 
shelving racks, hanging them where you plan to keep 
the decorations. Most people prefer an out-of-the-way 
spot, such as in the garage, attic or basement. Label 

each bin by holiday and put the bins in chronologi-
cal order to make finding items more convenient.  
Uniform bin sizes make it easier to stack and store.

2  Store smaller items inside larger decor items. 
Decorative baskets or wrapped boxes brought out 
for Christmas or Chanukah are ideal places to keep 
smaller tchotchkes like ceramics, dreidels, candlestick 
holders, or mantel hooks. Delicate items can be tucked 
into Christmas stockings or wrapped and stored in a 
fluffy tree skirt. Egg cartons can be used to keep small 
items safe as well.

3  Label everything so you will not need to dig through 
boxes or bins to know what is inside. This might be a 
good year to ask for a label maker for the holidays!

4  Use overhead or wall storage for holiday decor. 
Overhead spaces in the garage or basement walls can 
be good spaces to keep holiday decorations. Always 
keep bins and boxes off the floor so they are not vul-
nerable to damage related to leaks or floods.

5  Garment bags can protect larger decorations, such 
as wreaths, artificial trees or signs. If you have a large 
number of mechanical, illuminated or inflatable lawn 
ornaments, consider investing in a small shed where 
these items can be safely kept. Wrap the extension 
cords and any bracing stakes or strings used with the 
decorations so it’s easy to find.

6  Utilize pieces of cardboard as well as toilet paper 
or paper towel tubes to keep lights and wires tidy. 
Tuck cords into the toilet paper tubes, and wrap lights 
around the cardboard to avoid tangles.

7  Each year, take inventory of your decoration col-
lection and toss out anything that is damaged or has 
seen better days.

Storing holiday decorations will take some time, but 
once you establish a system, things will be simple year 
after year.

holidaydecorations7ways to organize and store
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BROKER, SRS, R.E.N.E., GUILD

Direct: 416.418.8303
Focused on Delivering Results Beyond Clients’ Expectations!

Se Volete Vendere o Avete Intensioni di Comprare Una Casa,
Chiamatemi E Vi Prometto Che Rimarrete Soddisfatti!

“Chiamatemi, Parlo Italiano!”

MARIA
GUADAGNOLO

From my family to yours, From my family to yours, 
a heartfelt “Thank You” for a heartfelt “Thank You” for 
your support throughout 2024.  your support throughout 2024.  
Best wishes for a joyous Christmas Best wishes for a joyous Christmas 
and a Happy, Healthy and and a Happy, Healthy and 
Prosperous 2025.Prosperous 2025.

Buon Natale e Prospero Anno Nuovo Buon Natale e Prospero Anno Nuovo 
a Tutti!  Grazie per il vostro a Tutti!  Grazie per il vostro 
appoggio durante tutto l’anno.  appoggio durante tutto l’anno.  

“Guadagnate “Guadagnate 
con Guadagnolo”con Guadagnolo”

The holiday season comes at a time when the  
weather can be anywhere from cool to frigid. 
But even if the weather outside is somewhat 

frightful, holiday entertaining in outdoor spaces can 
still be delightful. Making the most of outdoor spaces  
during the holidays and the rest of the winter can 
enable guests to spread out, which should make 
things more comfortable for them. With that goal 
in mind, the following are some tips for putting  
outdoor areas to good use when hosting loved ones 
this holiday season.

• DECORATE FIRST
An easy way to make outdoor entertaining spaces 
more welcoming is to coordinate the decor with the 
interior of the home. Greenery wrapped with lights 
around railings and fencing can create the perfect 
ambiance. Candles, wreaths and small, decorated 
Christmas trees can finish the effect.

• CONSIDER A FIRE OR HEATING ELEMENT
Unless you live in a temperate climate, you’ll need 
some way to keep guests warm. Center the outdoor 
entertaining space around a fire pit, outdoor fire-
place or an outdoor heater. Make sure to illuminate 
the outdoor area so that guests can find their way 
around with ease.

• HOST AN EARLY GATHERING
The sun sets early in fall and winter, so it may not 
only get colder, but also darker at a time when 
guests typically arrive. Think about moving up the 
start time of your holiday event if you’ll be having 
an outdoor area, so guests can see one another and 
stay a little warmer.

• USE THE GRILL
Keep foods warm by using the grill or an outdoor 
griddle; otherwise, set up the food buffet-style in-
side so guests can make their plates and gravitate 
where they feel comfortable.

• PROVIDE BLANKETS OR FLEECES
In addition to warming elements around your en-
tertaining space, stock a large basket with cozy 
throws, blankets or fleece jackets that guests can use 
to warm up. Hats and scarves also may be appreci-
ated. 

• INVEST IN WATERPROOF FURNITURE
Upgrade your exterior seating with plush outdoor 
couches and lounges that are decked out in weather-
resistant fabrics. Make them more comfortable with 
throw pillows that coordinate with a holiday enter-
taining theme.

• SET UP TWO DRINK STATIONS
Set up beverages both inside and outside the home 
so guests can easily refill their drinks wherever they 
are relaxing. Think about having some warm drinks 
outside, such as mulled cider or hot chocolate, so 
guests can be warmed from the inside as well.

• USE A WIRELESS SPEAKER
A Bluetooth-enabled wireless speaker placed out-
side allows guests to listen to holiday tunes while 
they are enjoying themselves. 

Using well-equipped outdoor areas for entertaining 
can expand the possibilities and guest list for holiday  
gatherings.

For Sale - Vaughan
Offered for Sale at $11,900,000

CALL US TO LEARN HOW OUR 35+ YEARS OF EXPERIENCE ALLOWS US TO DELIVER EXCEPTIONAL SERVICE
THAT CONSISTENTLY GENERATES THE BEST RESULTS IN ANY MARKET CONDITION

@AvenueRealtyInc

Christopher Fusco
Broker of Record/Team Leader

416-301-4878
cfusco@avenuerealty.com

Emily B. Fusco
Broker/Team Leader

905-737-6060
efusco@avenuerealty.com

Experience the benefit of our boutique approach and 

worldwide reach that spans 5 continents and 50+ countries.

*

*
Sold - AuroraSold - Richmond Hill

May your holidays be filled with peace and joy! We wish
that 2025 brings you health, prosperity, and opportunities to

find your dream home!
" T H A N K  Y O U  F O R
T R U S T I N G  U S  T O

H E L P  Y O U  N A V I G A T E
Y O U R  R E A L  E S T A T E

J O U R N E Y — Y O U R
S U P P O R T  A N D

C O N F I D E N C E  M E A N
T H E  W O R L D  T O  U S ! "

1

For Sale - Richmond Hill
Offered for Sale at$5,750,000

Was listed for Sale at $5,198,000 Was listed for Sale at $4,800,000
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holiday season
Maximize outdoor 
          spaces this  
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Direct: 416-618-1714 • www.monicastohr.com

Monica StohrMonica Stohr

 “Opening Doors to Your Dreams”

35 Award Winning Years
Top 2% in Canada*

Sales Representative

/23
2017-2019

May the New Year 
bring you Peace, Joy 

and Happiness.
Wishing you and yours 

Health and Prosperity in the New Year!

New Year’s Day unofficially marks the end 
of the holiday season. After the turkey and 
trimmings of Thanksgiving and the gifts 

galore of Christmas and Chanukah, New Year’s pres-
ents one final chance to toast to fun and fortune.

Chances are good that after an evening of ringing  
in the New Year and dancing until dawn, most people 
sleep in and catch up on a few extra hours sleep on 
January 1. Breakfast may come and go before tired 
revellers are ready to greet the day. That is what 
makes brunch so popular on January 1.

Brunch is a meal eaten in the late morning or early  
afternoon — generally between the hours of 10 
a.m. and 1 p.m. It consists of a blend of breakfast 
and lunch foods. Historical evidence suggests that 
brunch originated in the British upper classes in  
the late 19th century. Many upper-class people gave 
servants partial or full days off on Sundays. Staff 
would set out buffet spreads in the morning before  
leaving, enabling homeowners to graze among 
breakfast and lunch items. 

It may be challenging to compete with the excitement 
of New Year’s Eve, but a New Year’s Day brunch can 
be just as memorable, especially when planning is  
a priority. 

• SEND INVITATIONS EARLY ON
The holiday season is a busy time and people often  
commit to invitations early on. If you want to 
host certain guests at the brunch, send out those  
invitations several weeks in advance.

• KEEP IT INTIMATE
Individuals will be feeling the effects of a late 
night of partying and it’s likely you will be as well.  
Make things easier on yourself by keeping the guest 
list on the small side. In turn, there will be less food 
required and perhaps less mess to clean up afterward.

• SERVE FAMILIAR FOODS 
Brunch combines the best of breakfast and lunch. 
Guests will be expecting some of the standards,  
including omelettes, French toast, bagels, deli meats, 
and salads. If you want to get creative, change up 
these recipes in subtle ways, such as serving French 
toast stick dippers with a warm maple-caramel  
dipping sauce or bite-sized omelettes baked in 
small ramekins.

• KEEP THE COFFEE FLOWING 
Coffee, teas and hot chocolate are great at brunch.  
It’s easier to recover from New Year’s Eve overin-
dulgence with a warm jolt of caffeine. Set up a nice 
beverage bar, and be sure to include other drinks  
that enable guests to rehydrate after a night of revelry.

• KEEP IT SIMPLE 
Soft music and nice conversation may be all that’s 
needed to entertain during a New Year’s brunch.  
Another low-key option is to queue up a light-heart-
ed movie or play a relatively easy trivia game.

New Year’s brunches can close the door on another 
successful holiday season with a relaxing afternoon 
spent in the company of family and friends. 

SOTHEBY’S INTERNATIONAL REALTY CANADA 

KING OFFICE (BY APPOINTMENT ONLY) 

12974 Keele St., King City, Ontario

Sotheby’s International Realty Canada Brokerage, Independently Owned and Operated. E.&O.E.: This 
information is from sources which we deem reliable, but must be verified by prospective Purchasers and 
may be subject to change or withdrawal. Not intended to solicit properties already under agreement.

The Perfect Holiday Gift
24 Hedgerow Crt, Kleinburg, ON

4+2 BEDS  |  7+3 BATHS  |  1.06 AC. HOME

$10,800,000

Through gates and mature landscaping, to an extraordinary custom 

home that exceeds all expectation, one discovers a place for all of life’s 

stages. Classic architecture and modern luxury come together perfectly 

to be lived in and enjoyed by family and friends. Spacious principal 

rooms flow effortlessly from one to the next offering both functionality 

and refinement. Every detail carefully considered with architecture and 

millwork exceptional throughout. Exquisite materials are at the heart of 

each space all thoughtfully placed to make this home feel special.

SCAN TO LEARN MORE

Khalen Meredith 

Broker & 

Senior Vice President, Sales

c. 416.318.4317 | o: 416.960.9995 

kmeredith@sothebysrealty.ca

Kim Nichols
Sales Representative 

& Senior Vice President, Sales

c. 416.271.4100 | o: 416.960.9995 

knichols@sothebysrealty.ca
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How to host a New Year’s brunch
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PICTURESQUE BUNGALOW ON 5+ ACRES
Nature lovers, your dream escape awaits! This 

charming bungalow on 5+ acres features a 
tree-lined drive, wraparound deck (2023), open-

concept living, and spacious bedrooms. Enjoy 
custom upgrades, a fire pit, zen garden, wild 

fruit trees, and abundant wildlife. Tranquility and 
endless possibilities make this the perfect private 

retreat for relaxation or entertaining!

BRAND NEW  HOME ON SPACIOUS DOUBLE LOT
Brand new custom-built executive home 

on a premium 96’ x 126’ lot in Richmond Hill. 
This masterpiece boasts an open concept 

layout, high-quality craftsmanship, 10’ ceilings, 
chef’s kitchen with quartz counters and Bosch 

appliances, spa-like ensuite, spacious bedrooms 
with walk-in closets, and a 38’ x 126’ easement. 

Perfect for luxury living.

TRANQUIL BACKSPLIT WITH SCENIC YARD
This charming 4-level brick backsplit with 
a double garage is nestled in Whitchurch-

Stouffville’s sought-after Ballantrae community. 
With 4 bedrooms, 2 bathrooms, a bright open-

concept layout, cozy fireplace, spacious kitchen, 
balcony, and scenic yard views, it perfectly blends 

comfort, convenience, and character.

CUSTOMIZE YOUR DREAM LAKE WILCOX HOME
Introducing an opportunity to customize your 

dream executive home in Lake Wilcox. This to-be-
built residence is designed with 4+1 bedrooms, 
5 bathrooms, and a chef’s kitchen outfitted with 
high-end JennAir appliances. Envision luxurious 
finishes throughout, with the chance to select 

your preferences to truly make it your own.

AURORA HIGHLANDS MODERN BACKSPLIT
Step into this stunning 3-bedroom backsplit 
in Aurora Highlands with a 6-car driveway. 

Featuring modern upgrades like a renovated 
kitchen, hardwood floors, pot lights, and spacious 

living areas, it’s perfect for entertaining. Enjoy a 
private fenced backyard and convenient access 

to schools, parks, and amenities!

CHATEAU-INSPIRED LUXURY WITH POOL
Nestled on a premium lot in the prestigious 

Fontainbleau community of Oak Ridges/Lake 
Wilcox, this chateau-inspired executive home 
features a 3-car garage, 10-ft ceilings, and a 

gourmet kitchen. Enjoy a private backyard oasis 
with a heated saltwater pool. Luxurious finishes, 

expansive living spaces, and thoughtful upgrades 
make this home truly extraordinary.

LUXURIOUS ‘FERNBROOK’ HOME IN AURORA
Introducing the exquisite ‘Fernbrook’ executive 
home in Aurora Estates, boasting over $200K 

in upgrades. Highlights include a gourmet 
Downsview kitchen, elegant finishes, a main-

floor bedroom, and four ensuite-equipped upper 
bedrooms. Conveniently located near Yonge 
Street, transit, and amenities, this home offers 

unparalleled luxury living.

CUSTOM 2.2-ACRE RAVINE ESTATE
Welcome to this stunning custom-built estate 

on 2.2 sunny acres backing onto a private ravine. 
Highlights include a grand foyer, formal living/

dining rooms, a spacious kitchen, luxurious 
primary suite, oversized bedrooms, finished 

basement with walk-up, and a private backyard 
showcasing breathtaking year-round views.

LOCATION. LUXURY. LIFESTYLE.
Experience luxury living at King Heights Boutique 

Condominiums in King City, with suites from 
$534,465. Spacious 1-3 bedroom layouts 

feature 10’ ceilings, custom cabinetry, quartz 
countertops, and Miele appliances. Enjoy 

amenities like a rooftop terrace, fitness studio, 
and lounges, all steps from the GO station, 

parks, and community center.

PREMIUM FEATURES, PRIME LOCATION
Welcome to this stunning 4+1 bedroom, 

4-bath executive home in Vaughan’s desirable 
community. Boasting a gourmet kitchen with 

Viking appliances, an open-concept family room, 
a luxurious primary suite, spacious bedrooms, and 

a professionally finished lower level, this home 
offers elegance, comfort, and convenience near 

parks, schools, Maple GO, and more!

PERSONALIZE YOUR EXECUTIVE DREAM HOME
Magnificent brand-new executive home by 

renowned ‘Fernbrook Homes’ with over $200K 
in upgrades. Set on a large lot in prestigious 

Princeton Heights, Aurora Estates, this stunning 
home features a Downsview chef’s kitchen, 

elegant finishes, spacious bedrooms with ensuite 
baths, a covered loggia, and proximity to Yonge 

Street, transit, and amenities.

LAKE WILCOX LUXURY HOME HAVEN
Brand new custom executive home being built on 
a 150’ lot in Lake Wilcox. This 4+1 bedroom, 5 bath 

home boasts upgraded features perfect for family 
living and entertaining. Chef’s kitchen with JennAir 
appliances, open concept living areas, luxurious 
primary suite, and a finished lower level. Close to 

Lake Wilcox Park and trails.

*The Daryl King Team consists of 43 registered Sales Representatives. **All data compiled by Re Stats Inc. from TRREB for closed transactions +/-2.5% on volume basis in 2020. *** 
Based on data collected within Re/Max network in Canada in 2020. Not intended to solicit clients currently under contract with another Brokerage.
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