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Remote learning continues for remainder of school year

Kidswon't be returning to the classroom this year.The Province decided Wednesday to continue with remote learning for al
elementary and secondary students across the province for the remainder of this school year. Thiswill allow the province to continue
its focus on accel erating COV1D-19 vaccinations to support a safer summer and return to in-person learning in September for the
2021-22 school year.Recent modelling presented by the Science Advisory Table revealed that if Ontario reopened schoolsto
in-person learning the province could see an increase of six to 11 per cent in the number of new daily COVID-19 cases. It is
unknown how many of these would be the new, more dangerous B.1.617.2 variant first identified in India, which has entered the
province through Canada's borders.AWhile this decision was not made lightly, it has been done with one aim: protect the summer for
families and deliver a stable and safe September for students,? said Stephen Lecce, Minister of Education. AVe are looking forward
and taking action by getting all education workers and students vaccinated with both doses ahead of September, while investing an
additional $2 billion to ensure students and staff are safe.?
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