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King mourns loss of Wilson Markle

	

By Mark Pavilons

The King community has lost a kind soul.Kingscross resident Wilson Markle passed away recently. He was 82.?I am extremely

saddened by his passing, he was a good friend,? said King Mayor Steve Pellegrini.The inventor of colourization, Markle not only

forever changed the film entertainment industry, he helped improve everything from airline safety to space exploration. In the

process, he's added a little colour to our lives.Trained as an electrical engineer at Montana State University, Markle went back to his

native Vancouver in 1962 to work on the iconic Canadian TV series ?The Littlest Hobo,? working in post-production sound editing.

He said this series was a wonderfully collaborative effort, working with many outstanding, talented people.Markle headed off to

Nassau,?Bahamas to film a small, independent project, and fell into something much bigger. A U.S. film industry strike threatened

work on the 1965 James Bond film Thunderball, starring Sean Connery. Thankfully, Canadians like Markle and his crew were on

hand to carry on. With a budget of $9 million, Thunderball went on to earn $63.6 million at the box office.Markle moved to Toronto

in 1964, working as a sound engineer at Film House. He worked on commercials for General?Motors; flight simulators for Boeing

747s, and stablized camera platforms for Westinghouse.He founded Image Transform Inc. in Los Angeles in 1970 and it became the

world leader in TV standards conversion technology. He became vice-president of sales for Film House in 1972, taking the company

into video tape and developing it into the second largest film and sound laboratory in the world.In 1981, he founded Mobile Image,

which provided mobile television services for the Toronto Blue Jays, and computer graphic production for Olympic host TV

broadcasters such as CTV and NBC.Markle sat on the board of Glenex Industries, which happened to own the Laurel and?Hardy

library, all in black and white. Company brass wanted to market it again, but black and white didn't sell. Markle decided it needed

some colour, so the process of colourization was born. Basically, the process involves taking black and white motion picture images

and reproducing them in full colour video. It sort of takes shades of grey and translates them into primary colours (red, blue and

green). This was a milestone to say the least and Markle's invention earned him an Emmy Award from the National Academy of

Television Arts and Sciences in 1987. It sits, a little tarnished, on the mantel in his living room.He ?retired??at age 53 in the late

1980s, after little colourization work remained to be done.But his story, and accomplishments, just got better.He was asked to assist

at Telesat in 1991, a company that specialized in high-definition satellite and mobile TV. He helped bring Telesat to the forefront of

mobile communications during his seven-year tenure. He was thrilled to spend seven years providing a great product in a virtual

monopoly, finally retiring at the top of his game at age 60.Today, Telesat is a leading global satellite operator, providing

communications solutions worldwide to broadcast, telecom, corporate and government customers. Headquartered in Ottawa, it has

offices and facilities around the world. The company's state-of-the-art fleet consists of 15 satellites plus the Canadian payload on

ViaSat-1 with two new satellites under construction. Telesat also manages the operations of additional satellites for third parties.He

was modest, but had many honours on his resume. He was a Fellow of the Society of Motion Picture and Television Engineers;

honourary member of the Canadian Society of Cinematographers; Fellow of the British Kinematograph Sound and Television

Society, and past-chairman of the Canadian Film and Television Production Association.
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