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Service with 
Professionalism

Based on IMS Statistics, Aurora Offices

so much worry... so much time... 
so much to do!

• Care at home and in other residential settings 
• Live in/out: 3-24 hours care and 24/7 care
• RN supervised
• Chronic disease care: Parkinson’s, Alzheimer’s, 
 Dementia, Diabetes, Cancer Care, etc.
•  Personal care: hygiene, bathing, and dressing
•  Meal planning and preparation
•  Light housekeeping; laundry
•  Escorting to appointments; shopping
• Joyful companionship…and so much more

Contact Brian Porter, Director, for advice 
and care at 416.483.0070(o�ce) and 
905.758.2486(cell).

                                         : Helen Huang                                   
           : 416.880.6889 h.huang@laservices.ca 19 years of the best care for seniors 20
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EXCLUSIVE LISTING:
1375 WELLINGTON ST. W., KING

Listed Exclusively, A Custom Built Bungalow On 
An Over Size Land With Breathtaking Views And 
Full Walk Out Basement. Hurry Up! Will Not Last!

Proudly Live And Work In King

1375 Wellington St. W., King

Ann Duncan
Professional Real Estate Broker

Follow us on Instagram 
& Facebook 

#annduncan.ca

Award-winning Hall of Fame and 
Titan Club

Full Walk Out Basement. Hurry Up! Will Not Last!Full Walk Out Basement. Hurry Up! Will Not Last!Full Walk Out Basement. Hurry Up! Will Not Last!

Proudly Live And Work In KingProudly Live And Work In King

1375 Wellington St. W., King
My Professional Real Estate Services 

O� er You Renovation And Repairs, 
Moving, Cleaning, Home Design 

And Staging, Advertising Your 
Property To Local And International 

Communities, Extensively Marketing 
Your Property On Social Media, 

Providing You With Professional 
Videography, Pictures, Drone, Flyers 

And Many More.

Wishing you and y
ours

a Happy Christmas and 

much prosperity in
 the 

New Year

SHARING WHAT MATTERS

4400 15th Sideroad, King City, ON L7B 1K4

JOIN US FOR OUR HOLIDAY MARKET

  Thursday, December 23rd, 2021

BERETTAFARMS.COM

STOCK UP ON DELICIOUS ROASTS, BACON, 
SAUSAGES, SAVOURY & SWEET BAKED GOODS 

AND MUCH MORE!

1 - 5 PM

We acknowledge the financial support of the Government of Canada through the Canada Periodical Fund of the Department of Canadian Heritage.

michele@micheledenniston.com

micheledenniston

King | Schomberg | Tottenham | Caledon | Adjala-Tosorontio | Bradford | & More

www.micheledenniston.com
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By Mark Pavilons
Editor

All Township meetings will remain virtual, until at 
least this coming spring.

Councillors voted on staff  recommendations recently, 
to maintain the virtual meeting format through the end 
of  the current term. Depending on provincial guidelines 
in the spring, council may opt to change the format.

A few councillors longed for the return of  in-person 
council meetings and engaging the public fi rst-hand. 
Some thought that a hybrid model, combining in-person 
attedance and virtual streaming, may be an option.

Staff  will look at the options and keep an eye on the 
Province’s plan to lift workplace health and safety mea-
sures by next March 22.

Staff  noted that during the pandemic, the virtual meet-
ings have provided for greater health and safety measures 

for all involved – council, staff  and the public.
Staff  pointed out the vast majority of  municipalities 

have conducted fully electronic meetings since the onset 
of  the pandemic. Even though the meetings were present-
ed this way out of  necessity, “council was able to conduct 
its meetings effectively, and the advantages of  allowing 
electronic participation during council meetings became 
evident.”

Staff  also said council continued its regular schedule 
and actually saw higher public attendance.

Councillor David Boyd said it would be nice to come 
into the building again and interact with staff. He said it’s 
“healthy” to have a hybrid model.

Councillor Bill Cober said the virtual format works, 
but he said perhaps they could fi nd a way to accommodate 
those who wish to make in-person deputations. It wouldn’t 
necessarily involve a major installation of  equipment.

See ‘Many’ on Page 3

 Township meetings to remain virtual

 Market aids King Food Bank
Stephen Lecce, MPP for King-Vaughan, attended the King City Christmas Market, hosted by TaLii Towels, where local artisans and 
small business had pop-up booths to display their work. This year, the King City Christmas Market held a toy and food drive dedicat-
ed to supporting the King Township Food Bank. “Thank you to TaLii Towels for hosting the King City Christmas Market to promote 
local artisans and small businesses,” said Lecce. “There was a brilliant display of community generosity for the toy and food drive 
supporting King Township Food Bank, and a great way to buy local.”
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UPCOMING MEETINGS

BID NOTICES
For all bid opportunities, please visit

https://king.bidsandtenders.ca/Module/Tenders/en

PUBLIC NOTICES

PUBLIC NOTICES

Please see more King Township notices on page 5

Please visit the Township website at www.king.ca
for employment opportunities.

COUNCIL AND COMMITTEE OF THE WHOLE
Monday, January 10, 2022
6 pm – Council and Committee of the Whole
Virtual meeting live streamed at http://king.ca/meetings
Monday, January 24, 2022
6 pm – Council and Committee of the Whole
Virtual meeting live streamed at http://king.ca/meetings
Monday, January 31, 2022
6 pm – Public Planning Meeting
Virtual meeting live streamed at http://king.ca/meetings

To view full Council and Committee of the Whole agendas,
visit king.civicweb.net

COMMITTEES AND BOARDS
Thursday, January 13, 2022
6 pm – Heritage Advisory Committee
Virtual meeting live streamed at http://king.ca/meetings
Tuesday, January 18
6 pm – King Township Public Library Board (virtual meeting)

REMINDERS

EMPLOYMENT OPPORTUNITIES

All applications must be submitted by 4:30 p.m. on the day 
they close.
• Manager of Environmental Planning – Deadline Jan. 6
• Planner II – Deadline Jan. 14
• Fitness Instructor (Contract) – Open until positions are fi lled
• Personal Trainer (Contract) – Open until positions are fi lled
• Fitness Floor Monitor (Contract) – Open until positions
  are fi lled

King is geared up and ready to tackle the snow and ice this winter.
Our winter maintenance crews are responsible for clearing over 320 kilo-
metres of roads. The Township’s fl eet includes two graders, 12 plows—
complete with sand and salt units—and three contracted sidewalk plows.
King will remove snow from roads when severe accumulations affect two-
way traffi c and the ability for on-street parking. This may take several 
days after accumulations occur and is performed on a priority basis.
First priority is given to commercial areas and areas where safety is a 
concern.
Residents are reminded to avoid parking on the street so that snowplow-
ing and snow removal crews can operate effectively.
Some snowstorms last many hours or have initial freezing rain that turns 
into snow. In these conditions, a re-plowing of priority streets may be re-
quired to maintain traffi c safety. Re-plowing may occur before road crews 
can move on to other local streets. The priority of snow clearing is based 
on Minimum Maintenance Standards Regulations.

Due to varied shapes, sizes and presence of centre islands, cul-de-sacs 
require specialized snow removal equipment and procedures. The Town-
ship road system currently contains many cul-de-sacs and we understand 
the frustration that can occur for affected residents. 
Most routes are completed with a 12-hour period. Clearance times may 
be longer when snowfall is exceptionally heavy, there are complications 
due to freezing rain, many cars are parked on the street or crews are 
working during peak traffi c times. In accordance with Ministry of Labour 
Regulations, drivers cannot work more than 13 hours without a rest peri-
od. This can impact snow clearance time.
For more information on snow removal in King, please visit www.king.
ca/snowremoval.

Please 
do your 

part
&

recycle!

The municipal offi ces at 2585 King Road will close for the holidays 
at 4:30 p.m. Thurs., Dec. 23, 2021 and reopen at 8:30 a.m. Mon., 
Jan. 3, 2022.
If you have an urgent matter requiring attention during the closure, 
please contact our 24/7 after-hours service at
905-833-5321 and your call will be forwarded to the
appropriate personnel.
Please visit www.king.ca for many services available online.

KING FIRE & EMERGENCY SERVICES

King Township Services
As part of a cautious approach to maintaining public and staff safety during the COVID-19 pandemic, King continues to gradually reopen in-person ser-
vices, including at the King Township Municipal Centre.
The following in-person customer services are available at the Township Centre from Monday to Friday, 8:30 a.m. to 4:30 p.m., as of Monday, Nov. 22:

• Garbage, bulky item and appliance tags
• Green bin, kitchen catcher and blue box sales
• Yard composters and rain barrels
• Payments for taxes, water bills and recreation programs
• Dog Tags

Passive screening and mandatory masking will be in place.
The following services are available in person each Wednesday and can be booked in advance by contacting clerks@king.ca or calling 905-833-4069:

• Marriage licences 
• Commissioning services.

The following services are available in person each Wednesday and can be booked in advance by contacting serviceking@king.ca or calling 905-833-
5321:

• Planning applications and some planning services
• Building permits and some building services.

Most in-person recreation, cultural and library services are in place with ongoing COVID-19 safety guidelines and restrictions.
Visit www.king.ca/recreation-living.
See a full list of services, below. For information about King and COVID-19, visit www.king.ca/covid19.

Christmas tree
pickup
Christmas trees will be picked up on
Mon., Jan. 10 only. Please remove all
decorations, nails, tree stands and 
plastic tree bags. Crews will not dig out 
a tree or climb a snowbank to retrieve 
one and trees over six feet tall in height 
must be cut into pieces.



From Front Page

Councillor Debbie Schaefer said the 
Township has made progress in the vir-
tual arena and she’d like to see the live-
streamed meetings kept in an archive 
for a longer term. She is also anxious 
to get to a stage where the public can 
attending council meetings once again.

Kathryn Moyle, Director of  Corpo-
rate Services, said municipalities are 
obligated to follow provincial public 
health protocols for indoor limits and in 
with respect to its employees. King has 
a duty to both the public and its staff. 
The Province recently eased off  on its 
reopening plan in light of  the Omicron 

variant of  COVID-19 so it’s very much a 
wait and see situation.

The public has warmed up to the vir-
tual approach and staff  did point out 
that the hybrid approach would come 
with some noticeable costs to upgrade 
equipment. Staff  are looking to other 
municipalities to see how they’re han-
dling things.

Councillor Avia Eek said the current 
method has been quite efficient and en-
gagement has been high.

Mayor Steve Pellegrini said staff  rec-
ommendations to remain virtual is the 
best option, unless “we’re prepared to 
spend a lot of  money.

“We have to keep the community 

safe,” he stressed.
From the very start of  the pandemic, 

King has been extremely cautious and 
prudent.

Schaefer added despite the virtual at-
tendance numbers, she’s not convinced 
public engagement is better.

“Something is lost by not being seen 
by your council members,” she said.

King staff  will provide short and 
long-term meeting considerations and 
options, aligned with the provincial 
timetable for lifting remaining public 
health and workplace safety measures.

In his written submission, King 
resident J. Bruce Craig said he agreed 
there have been a number of  benefits 
realized in moving to virtual meetings, 
such as accessibility to meetings for a 
wide range of  people from different lo-
cations.  The saving of  travel time and 
reduction in GHG emissions has also 
been very positive.

He did point out that at times coun-
cil members have been hard to hear or 
there have been occasional  challenges 
with powerpoint presentations.

Craig said many recognize the value 

of  in-person meetings when discussing 
matters of  importance, and my hope is 
that at an appropriate time the Town-
ship will move to “in-person” meet-
ings while maintaining the livestream 
service.  This would then continue to 
support the goal of  accessibility for the 
wider public, even for those who may 
be in an office or travelling.

He recommended that all members 
of  council be “consistently visible and 
present” for virtual meetings which 
they attend.  It is important for the pub-
lic to see elected representatives during 
a meeting and to see how council mem-
bers respond and vote.

“Similar to in-person council meet-
ings I believe it is best practice for all 
members of  council to be consistently 
visible during the formal part of  a vir-
tual council meeting or Committee of  
the Whole meeting.

Craig pointed out that York Region 
council meetings and those of  many 
local municipalities are recorded and 
available for viewing after the meeting. 
He recommends that King Township 
also implement this service.

Most are anxious to return to in-person meetings

Council approves new street names
By Mark Pavilons

Editor

Ten new street names were approved by King council, in subdivisions in Noble-
ton and surrounding area.

The streets are within the TG Nobleton and LP and Crisdan Holdings plans of  
subdivision; lands located on the west side of  Highway 27, between Mactaggart 
Drive and 15th Sideroad.

King has a street naming policy, which includes a review by York Region to en-
sure there is no duplication.

The 10 new names have historical significance in the area.
Holden Drive and McFall Street have historic names. Paul Olsen Road is named 

after a long-time Nobleton resident and founder of  BTN Nursery. He was a mem-
ber of  the Nobleton Lions for more than 50 years. Second World War veteran Ar-
thur Cherry will have a street named after him.

Charles Fry Avenue is named after an 1880s landowner. Henry Osler Crescent is 
named after the first minister of  the Nobleton church in 1843-1874.

Old Kirk Drive is named after the Presbyterian Church on the 10th Concession.
Llammore Street has historical significance. In 1856, after the death of  Thomas 

Noble, Mr. Munsie took over the post office and tried to have the name of  Nobleton 
changed to Llammore. The villagers went to Parliament with a petition and the 
name Nobleton was retained.

Glen Grove Way is named for the Snider farm just south of  Nobleton.
Glenarm Cottage Trail is in honour of  William McFall, who owned Glenarm’s 

Cottage in 1860 on Lot 9, West Concession 9.

Lions deliver �owers
Merry Christmas from the King City Lions! The King City Lions delivered over 80 Poinset-
tias to local seniors in King City before the holidays. Pictured is Lion Rob Payne making 
deliveries at 80 Burns Boulevard.
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Merry Christmas, KING!Merry Christmas,
Let the light shine bright as we celebrate the
season with a message of love, hope, and family.
Let this unifying symbol - and what it represents 
- overcome the darkness.
Thank you for your sacrifi ces and for helping
to build the best country in the world.
Forever grateful,
to build the best country in the world.

1700 KING ROAD UNIT 27 
(Coppa’s Plaza) KING CITY

KING CITY PHARMACY
www.thepure.ca

From our Hearts       to your Homes
Merry Christmas & Happy Holidays

Thank you King City for always supporting us & for trusting us
with your healthcare needs. 

From the team at PURE Pharmacy & Wellness

so much worry... so much time... 
so much to do!

• Care at home and in other residential settings 
• Live in/out: 3-24 hours care and 24/7 care
• RN supervised
• Chronic disease care: Parkinson’s, Alzheimer’s, 
 Dementia, Diabetes, Cancer Care, etc.
•  Personal care: hygiene, bathing, and dressing
•  Meal planning and preparation
•  Light housekeeping; laundry
•  Escorting to appointments; shopping
• Joyful companionship…and so much more

Contact Brian Porter, Director, for advice 
and care at 416.483.0070(o�ce) and 
905.758.2486(cell).

                                         : Helen Huang                                   
           : 416.880.6889 h.huang@laservices.ca 19 years of the best care for seniors 20

www.livingassistance.ca



Our family members, and our DNA, 
are our only link to the past.

Many believe what’s past is past, and 
just leave it alone.

But how can we? The past represents 
so much, not just for each of  our family 
histories, but for all of  humankind. It’s 
so damn interesting.

A lot of  people, perhaps more so the 
Boomers, feel proud of  where they came 
from and the hard work it took to get 
here. That’s part of  who we are, and we 
sure can’t forget that.

It seems the older we get, the more we 
reminisce about the past. I’m not sure 
why this happens, but I think we’re all 
guilty of  it. Maybe the stress brought on 
by the pandemic has turned our thoughts 
to simpler times, when our lives were 
less complicated.

Growing up in rural Caledon in the 
1970s and ‘80s was pretty quiet. Duffy’s 
Lane (formerly the 6th Line Albion) was 
a dirt road with little traffi c. We lived on a 
four-acre parcel so it was really our small 
slice of  paradise. We had gardens, expan-
sive lawns, tree stands and the Humber 
River fl owed through our back yard.

I had chores and there was always 
plenty of  grass to cut. But at times, it 
was like a scene from one of  those mov-
ies about the American mid-west – tall, 
waving grass, and lying on your back 

looking at the clouds.
As a kid, there was nothing like stick-

ing your feet in the river and watching 
the minnows stop by to stay hello and 
greet you with some quick nibbles on 
your toes. There were frogs and skunks 
and groundhogs.

Sitting on my dad’s home-made bench 
in front of  our house is where Kim and 
I bonded, talked and dreamed. It’s where 

we fell in love.
Mattie Stepanek urged us to “keep all 

special thoughts and memories for life-
times to come” and to share these keep-
sakes with others to “inspire hope and 
build from the past.”

Paul Scott once wrote that the past is 
a “texture, an ambiance to our present.”

If  you think about it, aren’t we all a 
culmination of  our past? Wouldn’t there 
be a huge, gaping hole in our guts with-
out our own personal history?

Humans are defi nitely fi ckle. So many 
tell us to ignore the past and set our sights 
on the future. But we keep breathing new 
life in things from the past. We have once 
again embraced “retro” designs. We de-
vour old books and old movies. We won-
der what it would be like to live in the Wild 
West, and we lose ourselves in stories of  
medieval knights, kings and fair maidens.

Who doesn’t love vinyl and record 
players? What about jukeboxes and the 
Walkman? Who hasn’t spent a week’s al-
lowance in an arcade?

I would love an evening of  sitting 
around the table, with kids “washing 
up” without being told; with plenty of  
“please” and “thank yous” being ut-
tered, and a heartfelt grace. There’s a lot 
to be said for such a “Little House on the 
Prairie” scenario.

And the food! Who doesn’t remember 
a great family meal, or one of  mom’s fa-
vourite recipes? We frequently eat the 
stuffi ng passed along by Kim’s mom. The 
Christmas day breakfasts at my in-laws 
are legendary. We still have my mom’s 
gravy boat, a cherished little dish that 
emerges during special occasions.

My mom enjoyed the holidays and my 
dad always went to the back 40 to pick 
the perfect spruce for our Christmas 
trees. I can still see it in my mind, in 
its place of  honour in the corner of  our 
living room. And yes, there were plenty 
of  times when dad and I shovelled snow 
that was up to our waist!

My mom would always tell us of  her 
childhood Christmases. They were nev-
er allowed to see the tree until Christmas 

Eve, and were awestruck by its beauty 
when the parlour doors opened. Candles 
adorned the branches and each child had 
to recite a poem or sing a carol to mark 
the occasion. They received only one 
gift, typically something practical. They 
went to church.

They genuinely loved their neigh-
bours and their community. There was 
an air of  optimism, even during some 
very tumultuous times in Europe in the 
1930s and ’40s.

These were my mom’s memories, and 
so, they are part of  me. I can’t, and won’t 
let them go. I embrace them.

Leave the past behind? Are you nuts?
As we celebrate this time of  year, I’m 

sure a large part of  our gatherings in-
volve traditions that go back a very long 
time. We just couldn’t celebrate without 
them!

You would think the younger gener-
ation would fi nd such tales boring and 
“old school.” But the times we have 
shared our memories with our children, 
their eyes grew to the size of  saucers and 
they hung on every sentence. They really 
are like sponges.

I think it’s vitally important to share 
our family stories with our kids, grand-
kids and great-grandkids.

The past is where it all began. It’s the 
very defi nition of  “perspective.”

They say you are given a brief  mental 
tour of  your life when the end is near. 
Do you think it will be fi lled with imag-
es of  Facebook, that new car smell, or 
purchases on Amazon? No, it will like-
ly contain visions of  childhood birth-
days, family dinners, honeymoons, our 
kids’ school plays and good night kisses. 
We will relive fi rst dates, drive-ins and 
school dances.

Forget the past, indeed. I’ll have none 
of  that.

Nor should any of  us. I say keep the 
past burning bright, smile about it, and 
let it fuel your present.

May your holidays be fi lled with un-
told memories and traditions that are 
merry and bright!

 Don’t forget the past; it’s vital to the present

Trivia Tidbits
“White Christmas” by Bing Crosby, with 

an estimated 50 million copies sold, is the 
best selling Christmas song of all time.

Mark Pavilons

Quote of the Week
“ Christmas waves a magic wand 
over this world, and behold, every-
thing is softer and more beautiful.”

– Norman Vincent Peale

Letter to the Editor

 COVID-19 and exponential growth
 Ongoing reporting of  the SARS-CoV-2 virus and the resulting COVID-19 infec-

tion has introduced many people to the term exponential growth.  I’ve often no-
ticed that mathematics does not appear to be a high priority in journalism schools, 
and the precise meaning of  the term “exponential” has often been at best ignored 
and at worst equated to “rapid.”

Simply put, in the mathematical term x² (x squared or x to the power of  two), 
has a “base” x and an “exponent” 2.  Exponential growth results from a steady 
increase in that exponent.

An apocryphal story around the invention of  chess serves to illustrate the con-
cept. The story goes that when the newly invented game of  chess was introduced 
to the Raj of  India, he was so delighted with the game that he asked the inventor 
to name his reward. The inventor requested that a grain of  rice be placed on the 
fi rst of  the board’s 64 squares, two grains on the second, four grains on the third, 
and so on, doubling the number of  grains on each square.

The Raj, astounded that the inventor should request such a modest price as 
a few grains of  rice, immediately agreed, and ordered the treasurer to pay the 
agreed upon sum. A week later, the treasurer reported back to the Raj that the 
reward could not be paid – he had calculated that by the time he completed half  
the chessboard, the amount of  rice required was more than the production for the 
entire country.

In the chess example, the base is 2 and the exponent is increasing by 1 on each 
square starting from 0 for the fi rst square.  (Raising any number to the power of  
0 equals 1 by defi nition.) On the 5th square, the exponent would be 4 and there 
would be 16 grains of  rice ( 2 × 2 × 2 × 2 – the base multiplied by itself  by one less 
than the exponent times).

Note that any of  the base, the exponent, or the increase in the exponent may 
vary, and none of  them has to be an integer.  On Dec. 20, clinical researcher Dr. Iris 
Gorfi nkel informed listeners to CBC radio that, whereas the Delta variant had a 
base of  two (like the grains of  rice on the chessboard), the Omicron variant has a 
base of  5 meaning that, on average, each infected person infects fi ve more, so the 
growth is one illness, 5 ill, 25 ill, 125 ill, 625 ill, 1250 ill, etc.  She also stated that this 
is the most infectious virus ever observed.  Another doctor has stated that on can 
expect to be infectious within 2 to 3 hours of  becoming infected.

One way to spot exponential growth is to look for a relatively constant doubling 
time.  The daily 7-day rolling average of  the number of  new COVID cases in On-
tario from December 1 to 19 has been 821, 851, 866, 895, 926, 940, 975, 1007, 1055, 1115, 
1,194, 1236, 1,328, 1400, 1514, 1676, 1914, 2156, and 2542, roughly doubling every week.

Of  course the modelling used by epidemiologists is much more complex than 
this, taking in a range of  confounding factors, but the point of  this article is to 
clarify that “exponential” and “rapid” are not simply synonyms, and the former 
has a mathematical basis that is at times overlooked.

Bill Patterson
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COMMUNITY SERVICES

Recycle Coach
Ever wished you could just take a picture of something to see if it’s recyclable? 
Now you can! Use the new image search feature to look up your waste on the 
Recycle Coach app today at https://www.king.ca/waste

King Township 2022 Waste Calendar
Look for the 2022 edition of King Township’s waste collection calendar in your 
mailbox delivered by Canada Post by the end of December. It will also be available 
online at www.king.ca.

By Stephen Lecce
King-Vaughan MPP

This past year was a year of  difficul-
ty, no doubt. 

Yet the light in this darkness has 
been our community banding togeth-
er – rallying behind brave front-line 
workers, small businesses, seniors, and 
youth. 

And while the government is right-
fully focused on fighting – and ending 
– the COVID-19 pandemic, I have never 
lost sight of  what I was sent to Queen’s 
Park to do. 

To be your voice. Your advocate. And 
to get results for families in our com-
munity. 

I have worked hard – across all levels 
of  government – to leverage investment 
that will make a difference for families. 

After all, for many years, provincial 
funding to the Township lagged behind 
other communities in the region. It 
seemed our community was taken for 
granted, with little attention and mi-
nuscule funding for local priorities. 

That changed when you gave me the 
privilege to serve our rural and historic 

community.
Recent successes include a focus 

on connecting every home, farm, and 
small business across the township.

It’s almost 2022, and yet too many 
families cannot connect at all, or can-
not afford the exorbitant fees. I got to 
work to fix this, so that we could end 
the digital divide, by investing $600,000 
to expand high-speed internet in King. 
Connecting over 260 more homes, along 
with parallel investments to connect all 
schools, small businesses, and commu-
nities. All of  this is truly vital to build-
ing a modern economy. 

I also announced that our govern-
ment is taking action to protect the en-
vironment by expanding the Greenbelt 
with the proposed creation of  the East 
Humber Headwaters Park on the Oak 
Ridges Moraine. This historic expan-
sion would provide King families with 
one of  the largest near-urban parks in 
the country, and position King Town-
ship as a national leader in conserva-
tion. While the province is fulfilling 
their commitments to deliver this park, 

we await feedback from partners to 
move this project forward. 

I am also proud to have delivered the 
single largest infrastructure invest-
ment in King history! Investing over 
$17.6 million for the construction of  a 
new state-of-the-art recreation facility 
in the hear of  King City, near Seneca 
Campus. It will include twin ice pad 
surfaces, an indoor year-round pool and 
track, gym equipment and multi-pur-
pose fitness studio space for yoga, aer-
obics, and spin classes. I fought hard 
to ensure our community receives this 
modern, green, and urgently needed 
community and recreation centre be-
cause King families deserve it. 

And just a week ago, I was proud to 
deliver $1.6 million to King from the 
Ontario Community Infrastructure 
Fund to support road and bridge im-
provements and clean water treatment. 
This funding is more than double the 
allocation the township received last 
year and represents 5% of  the total an-
nual budget for King. 

These initiatives by our govern-
ment are important. However, what has 
struck me most during this pandemic 

has been the incredible spirit displayed 
by the many volunteers and communi-
ty organizations in our diverse commu-
nity.

Earlier this year, King Township, 
King Fire, local doctors, and volunteers 
held a highly success vaccine drive at 
the Trisan Centre. My office helped 
hundreds of  constituents to book vac-
cine appointments, and together, our 
community got access to a clinic that 
embraced the spirit of  Ontario — kind 
and generous folks stepping up at a crit-
ical time to ensure the vaccine got into 
every arm that wanted one!

We also saw highly successful fund-
raising campaigns undertaken to raise 
money for the Cortellucci Vaughan 
Hospital and Southlake Hospital. 

More recently, and in keeping with 
the spirit of  the season, we have seen 
volunteers from Humanity First raise 
over 100,000 pounds of  food through 
donations and events hosted to sup-
port the King Township Food Bank and 
Vaughan Food Bank. 

These are just some of  the things we 
have accomplished together.

See ‘Unity’ on Page 6

MPP is constituents’ voice at Queen’s Park
MPP’s Message
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X CROSSWORD
PUZZLE 410

ACROSS
1. Sheet of cotton
5. Unit of resistance
8. Dull
12. Right this minute
15. Empty-house sound
16. Herbal beverage
17. Leaf’s angle
18. Incense
19. Variable resistor
21. Stream
22. Boorish fellow
23. Opal or sapphire
24. Column’s support
26. Called
27. “Eyes of Laura ____”
28. Hearty
29. Verge
30. Computer symbol
32. Romanov title
34. Make lace
36. Naughty child
37. Gizzard
38. Gloat
41. Choir gown
42. Empty inside
45. TV’s “____ Buddies”
47. “Charro!” star Balin
48. Two cups

49. Cabbage’s cousin
51. Fraternity letter
52. Chop up
54. Revolve
56. “____ and Tell”
57. “Take Good ____ of 

My Baby”
58. Blunted rapier
59. Garden fl ower
60. Do the wrong thing
62. Den
63. Ladder rung
64. Fit
67. Grand
69. Narrow trail
71. Expedition
72. Sluggishness
74. Hive occupant
77. Muscle spasm
78. Force
79. Side dish
81. Black bird
82. Hawaiian goose
83. Shad delicacy
84. Fragrant bloom
85. Mil. unit
86. A long way off
87. Certain amphibian
88. Road for Cato

DOWN
1. Ice mass
2. Feel great pity
3. The other guys
4. “A Bridge ____ Far”
5. Furry swimmer
6. Stubborn
7. Perth pal
8. Mongol
9. Along the middle
10. Cereal grass
11. Building addition
12. Battery type
13. Short ape?
14. Type of golf club
20. Cross
25. Wrap
26. Of an earlier time
27. Speck
30. Sarcastic
31. Bathhouse
33. Like anchovies
35. French friar
36. Derby feature
37. Greek letter
39. Strive
40. Loose talk
43. Giraffe’s kin
44. Rubber-coated

46. ____ by a mile
48. One’s equal
50. Dreg
53. Inch along
55. Arrive at
56. Friends
61. Assistance
62. Scatter refuse
63. Eye woe
64. Perfume ingredient
65. Carry along
66. Permitted by law
68. Contour feather
70. Shoelace end
73. Farm measurement
74. Ink smudge
75. Soften
76. Jug
78. “CSI” evidence
80. Indian title

Solution
on page 19
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           7-Day
Weather Outlook

From Thursday, December 23 to Wednesday, December 29

           7-Day
Weather OutlookWeather Outlook
King

THURS 23RD FRI 24TH SAT 25TH SUN 26TH MON 27TH TUES 28TH WED 29THT

Scattered Flurries
High -2Co
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Wind S 12k

Sun/Clouds
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-
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High 2Co
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-
Wind NW 29k

Clouds/Sun
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-
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-
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-
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To protect Ontario’s progress in the 
fi ght against COVID-19 and safeguard 
the province’s hospitals and intensive 
care units (ICUs) in the face of  the 
rapidly-spreading Omicron variant, 
the Ontario government is rapidly ac-
celerating its booster dose rollout by 
expanding eligibility to all individuals 
aged 18 and over, as well as shortening 
the interval to three months following 
an individual’s second dose.

To provide an additional layer of  
protection against COVID-19 and vari-
ants during the holiday season, Ontario 
is also launching a holiday testing blitz 
to offer rapid antigen screening to in-
dividuals free of  charge at pop-up sites 
across the province, as well as select 
LCBO stores across Ontario.

“As we combat the spread of  the 
highly contagious Omicron variant, 
nothing matters more than getting 
these booster doses into people’s arms” 
said Premier Doug Ford. “I am issuing 
a call to arms. We need every member 
of  Team Ontario to stand tall and do 
their part as we work to protect our 
hard-fought progress and keep Ontari-
ans safe.”

Individuals aged 18 and over will be 
eligible to schedule their booster dose 
appointment through the Ontario’s 
booking portal, by calling the Provin-
cial Vaccine Contact Centre, through 
Indigenous-led vaccination clinics, 
participating pharmacies and prima-
ry care settings. Appointments will be 
booked three months (84 days) after a 
second dose as the province urgently 
expands booster eligibility to millions 
more individuals. Additionally, phar-
macies and other channels may provide 
boosters for 18 and over at the three-
month interval.

Individuals aged 50 and over as well 
as all those currently eligible who have 
already booked their appointment at 
an interval of  six months (168 days) 
can call the Provincial Vaccine Contact 
Centre to re-book for an earlier date 
at the three-month interval and can 
change their appointment through On-
tario’s booking portal.

“As we continue to learn more about 
the Omicron variant, we need all hands 
on deck to help limit transmission and 
protect our hospital capacity,” said 
Christine Elliott, Deputy Premier and 
Minister of  Health. “A third dose of  the 
COVID-19 vaccine offers additional pro-
tection against the Omicron variant, 
and I urge everyone to get their booster 
dose as soon as you can. If  you haven’t 
received your fi rst or second dose of  the 
vaccine, now is the time.”

To further strengthen its response to 
Omicron, Ontario intends to introduce 
a 50 per cent capacity limit to the fol-
lowing indoor areas of  venues with a 
usual capacity of  1,000 or more:

Facilities used for sports and rec-
reational fi tness activities; entertain-
ment facilities such as concert venues, 
theatres and cinemas; racing venues; 
meeting and event spaces; studio audi-
ences in commercial fi lm and television 
production; museums, galleries, aquar-
iums, zoos, science centres, landmarks, 
historic sites, botanical gardens and 
similar attractions; casinos, bingo halls 

and other gaming establishments; and 
fair, rural exhibitions, and festivals.

This measure is being taken to re-
duce opportunities for close contact 
in high-risk indoor settings with large 
crowds and when face coverings/masks 
are not always worn.

As part of  the government’s en-
hanced testing strategy, up to two mil-
lion rapid tests will be provided free 
of  charge at pop-up testing sites in 
high-traffi c settings such as malls, re-
tail settings, holiday markets, public 
libraries and transit hubs.

Pop-up teams will be deployed at 
nearly 50 locations across the province, 
including some co-located with GO-
VAXX mobile vaccine buses. Most sites 
will distribute free take-home rapid 
antigen test kits, subject to supply, and 
some will offer asymptomatic rapid an-
tigen screening on-site.

The government will also make take-
home rapid tests available at select 
LCBO stores, starting with the busiest 
stores this week and with more stores 
being added in the coming days.

Ontarians can visit Ontario.ca/hol-
idaytesting to fi nd out if  pop-up rapid 
antigen screening sites will be avail-
able in their area. Locations and oper-
ating hours will be updated weekly, and 
no appointment will be required.

The latest available data suggests 
that the Omicron variant is more trans-
missible than the Delta variant and will 
become the dominant variant. Early 
evidence suggests that a third dose or 
booster can further increase protection 
against severe illness and hospitaliza-
tion.

While cases were always expected 
to rise, the increased transmissibility 
of  the Omicron variant could put addi-
tional strain on Ontario’s hospital ca-
pacity, making it critical that all Ontar-
ians receive their booster dose as soon 
as possible.

Ontario’s cautious approach and 
high vaccination rates have contribut-
ed to keep hospital and intensive care 
unit capacity stable.

To quickly scale up capacity to ad-
minister up to previous peak vaccina-
tion capacity, the province has asked 
public health units, hospitals, phar-
macists, primary care providers and 
other health care providers to ramp 
up additional vaccinations sites and 
prioritize the administration of  fi rst, 
second and booster doses across the 
province. The province is continu-
ing to ramp up to administer 200,000 
to 300,000 doses per day based on de-
mand. The province is also partnering 
with additional health care providers 
and fi rst responders to support Ontar-
io’s vaccination efforts and adminis-
ter more shots in arms.

Ontario is engaging with large cor-
porations who have the capabilities to 
implement workplace and community 
clinics to support the booster dose roll-
out for employees, their families and 
the local community.

Ontario continues to work with the 
federal government to secure suffi cient 
supply to maintain widespread rapid 
testing across the province in the com-
ing weeks and months. 

Unity overcomes challenges
From Page 5

 In what has been a challenging year, I am heartened by the grace and kindness 
of  our community. 

Thank you for reminding all of  us – including this son of  immigrants – that we 
live in a truly special community, and in the best country on earth. 

Please remain vigilant this holiday season – let’s continue to look forward with 
hope and optimism. And remember that when we come together, we can and will 
overcome any challenge. 

Merry Christmas and God Bless!

 All adults eligible for booster



By Mark Pavilons
Editor

The new year brings with it a som-
bre anniversary.

A documentary, to be released in 
January, highlights the lives of  the 
Moghaddam family, tragic victims of  
the downing of  Flight PS752.

Nobleton’s Shahin Moghaddam lost 
his wife Shakiba, and their son Ros-
sitin.

Ukraine International Airlines 
Flight 752 was tragically shot down 
by two successive surface-to-air mis-
siles of  Iran’s Islamic Revolutionary 
Guard Corps (IRGC), shortly after tak-
ing off  from Tehran’s Imam Khomeini 
International Airport (IKA) on Jan. 8, 
2020. All 177 passengers and crew were 
killed. 

The documentary, filmed by Joseph 
Akrami, will be shown Sunday, Jan. 9, 
2022.

Akrami said he initially followed 
some of  the families of  Flight PS752 
victims and, especially Shahin, on so-
cial media.

“I saw some of  the audio files and 
videos of  his wife and son that he 
shared. After that my daughter Sara 
Akrami, who is also the movie’s pro-
ducer and has been working with some 
of  the families of  Flight PS752 victims 
for a while, connected me with Shahin. 
Ultimately, I decided to make a docu-
mentary about him. At the same time, 
I am considering to make movies about 
more families.”

Akrami said the effect of  this atroc-
ity committed by the Islamic Republic 
of  Iran is so immense on families of  
Flight PS752 victims, and especially on 
Shahin.

“His love for his wife and son is so 
deep that it affected me. Therefore, I 
became motivated to show the signifi-
cant change in his life before and after 
this terrorist attack.”

The making of  “Broken by the 
Wind” was very difficult, Akrami ad-
mitted. He said at the outset of  the pro-
cess, and still today,  “I still feel Sha-
hin’s tremendous suffrage.”

Akrami created a framework and 
initially wanted to take three camera 
men and the rest of  the crew to the 
movie set. However, he immediately 
realized that the presence of  the crew 
could make Shahin uncomfortable 
when it came to expressing his feelings 

with the camera.
“In order to overcome this situation, 

I decided to take no one to the set, ex-
cept Shahin and me. This decision led 
to creation of  a more relaxed environ-
ment for Shahin to express his feelings 
easily without being intimidated by 
the presence of  the camera.” 

Akrami said he was motivated by is 
the fact that Moghaddam strongly be-
lieves that Ali Khamenei, the Supreme 
Leader of  the Islamic Republic of  Iran, 
is the main person who committed this 
crime.

“I believe that Khamenei has taken 
the Iranian people hostage. He even 
makes decision for basic life aspects 
of  the Iranian people; from choosing 
vaccination type to buying house ap-
pliances and other personal things. I 
believe someone who has basic under-
standing of  the Islamic Republic of  
Iran’s policies from 1979 until now, he 
or she shall recognize Khamenei as the 
primary person who committed this 
crime.”

Akrami further said that all passen-
gers of  Flight PS752 are victims of  the 
Islamic Republic of  Iran and IRGC’s 
terrorism. And, as far as he knows, the 
majority of  the families of  the victims 
believe the same thing. True justice, he 
said, will be achieved when the perpe-
trators of  this crime are held account-
able at the International Criminal 
Court. 

This documentary will be screened 
for the first time in Toronto with the 
presence of  some of  the families of  
Flight PS752 victims, Canadians and 
Canadians of  Iranian origin. The in-
teresting part is that Shahin himself  
will watch the movie for the first time 
as well. Later, it will be screened in 
other Canadian cities. The voice of  
America will also broadcast the doc-
umentary to Iran on the second anni-
versary. 

It premiers Jan. 9 at the Richmond 
Hill Centre for the Performing Arts, 
from 5 to 7 p.m.

Akrami worked for 5 years in 
Iran’s national television. Later, he 
left Iran for Germany then came to 
Canada. He has worked as a direc-
tor and director of  photography in 
many documentaries as well as Ca-
nadian films.

It is free to the public. Visit the link 
for more, https://tickets.rhcentre.ca/
Online/default.asp

Documentary showcases local victim of Flight PS752
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The Ontario government is provid-
ing an additional $1 billion over the 
next fi ve years to help build and repair 
local roads, bridges, water and waste-
water infrastructure in small, rural 
and northern communities. This in-
vestment is part of  the government’s 
plan to build Ontario by getting shovels 
in the ground on critical infrastructure 
projects that support economic recov-
ery, growth and job creation.

“Our small, rural and northern com-
munities will be at the forefront of  our 
efforts to build Ontario for the future,” 
said Premier Doug Ford. “With this in-
vestment, we are saying ‘yes’ to helping 
these communities build and repair the 
vital infrastructure they need to keep 
their communities working for decades 

to come.”
The multi-year funding is being de-

livered through the Ontario Commu-
nity Infrastructure Fund (OCIF) and 
will bring the government’s total in-
vestment to nearly $2 billion over the 
next fi ve years. Funding allocations 
will be based on a formula that recog-
nizes the different needs and economic 
conditions of  communities across the 
province. Starting in 2022, the formula 
will include an increased funding min-
imum of  $100,000 for all communities 
per year, up from $50,000 over previous 
years.

King Treasurer Peggy Tollett ex-
plained The OCIF funding is not new 
but, in the past, it was never guaran-
teed.  Last year the Township received 

$608,548 for 2021.  The allocation for 
2022 will be a tidy $1.622 million.

“I am committed to delivering vital 
infrastructure improvements – sup-
porting better internet connectivity, 
roads and bridges, and water quality 
across our rural community,” said Ste-
phen Lecce, MPP for King-Vaughan. 
“This $1.6 million in funding builds on 
historic investments in King, including 
$17 million to build the state-of-the-art 
King Recreation Facility, that will be 
of  benefi t to all ages in the communi-
ty, and keep our families, seniors, and 
youth active and healthy.”

“Communities are the heartbeat of  
this province and we know they are 
facing unique infrastructure needs and 
challenges, especially as we navigate 
through the pandemic,” added Kinga 
Surma, Minister of  Infrastructure. 
“Our government has been with them 
every step of  the way. When we were 
told more funding supports were need-
ed, we listened and acted in a meaning-
ful way by providing the largest OCIF 
increase since the start of  the program. 
By doing so, we’re providing stability 

and predictability to small, rural and 
northern communities as they repair, 
upgrade, and modernize their critical 
infrastructure so that they are safer, 
healthier and more reliable for all.”

“Our government is building a 
strong, stable foundation that workers, 
entrepreneurs, and families will build 
on for generations to come,” said Peter 
Bethlenfalvy, Minister of  Finance. “By 
nearly doubling our investment in the 
Ontario Community Infrastructure 
Fund, our government is supporting 
public safety, job creation and econom-
ic growth.”

The Province’s investment in OCIF is 
part of  the 2021 Ontario Economic Out-
look and Fiscal Review: Build Ontario. 
The plan lays out how the government 
will build Ontario’s future with shov-
els in the ground for highways, hospi-
tals, long-term care, housing and high-
speed internet. To ensure all families, 
workers and businesses in the province 
have a better and brighter future, our 
government’s planned infrastructure 
investments over the next decade total 
more than $148 billion.

Provincial funding grows to $1.6 million for King

 Region approves 2022 YRP budget
York Regional Police is pleased to announce that York Regional Council has 

approved the 2022 police operating and capital budgets, allowing our organi-
zation to continue to deliver nationally recognized crime prevention and law 
enforcement programs as well as investigative leadership to more than 1.2 mil-
lion citizens living in one of  Canada’s safest communities.

The approved net operating budget for 2022 is $376.8 million, representing 
an increase of  4.5 per cent over 2021. The capital budget is $32.8 million, with 
capital spending authority for multiple-year projects of  $32.8 million.

YRP will be adding 27 additional members in 2022 to meet the demands of  
growth across York Region and workload pressures, while maintaining quality 
service levels.  These additional members will focus on combating serious and 
violent crimes and advancing learning, member development, organization-
al effectiveness and transformation. They will be deployed to Districts, Orga-
nized Crime and Intelligence Services, Corporate Development, Operational 
Command, Infrastructure Services, Executive Services and People, Wellness 
and Talent.

The capital budget will provide funding for the completion of  the new #1 
District Headquarters, 240 Prospect Street renovation, helicopter replacement, 
digital evidence management software (DEMS), as well as the annual purchase 
of  vehicles, information technology equipment and other specialized equip-
ment.

By Mark Pavilons
Editor

A comprehensive data portal will help 
local law enforcement engage the public.

Members of  York Regional Police 
walked King councillors through the 
new, interactive Community Safety Data 
Portal recently.

By tracking crime data it can help 
residents be more aware of  trends and 
help them become a bit more proactive. 
Knowing just what’s going on in the mu-
nicipality, and across the region, helps 
residents and police take the needed 
steps to protect everyone.

It’s a shared responsibility and Greg 
Stanisci, YRP’s Manager, Business In-
telligence & Data Analytics, noted since 
the online portal went live in November, 
they’ve had more than 10,000 visits.

The portal offers a cornucopia of  in-
formation, maps, FAQs, feedback forms 
and community safety resources. It’s lit-
erally a one-stop data nerve centre.

Updates are made daily and visitors 
to the site can search for incidents, traf-
fi c collisions and local “hot spots.”

Stanisci said hopes are it enhances 
YRP’s ability to connect with the com-
munity.

Paulo da Silva, Deputy Chief  of  Ad-
ministrative Branch, said as the portal 
evolves, more and more information 
will come online.

Mayor Steve Pellegrini noted it’s an 
“extremely valuable” tool to King resi-
dents.

Crime maps on the portal include in-
cidents for which police reports were 
fi led. Addresses are not included to pro-
tect people’s privacy, so the nearest in-

tersection is pinpointed.
The data includes break-ins, thefts, 

stolen vehicles, robberies, assaults, ho-
micides, sex offences, arson, weapons 
offences, traffi c enforcement and drug 
offences.

YRP reported that York is one of  the 
safest communities in Canada.

In the FAQs section, there’s advice 
on starting a Neighbourhood Watch 
program. Nobleton residents are in the 
process of  launching one of  their own. 
You can contact YRP at neighboruhood-
watch@yrp.ca and a local crime preven-
tion offi cer will be in touch.

Residents can also sign up to receive 
the YRP e-newsletter.

Community resources are also abun-
dant on the portal. You can register 
your home security camera with YRP. 
There’s information about Crime Stop-
pers, crime prevention, along with crisis 
and victim support services.

To fi nd out more, visit https://com-
munity-safety-portal-datayrp.hub.arc-
gis.com/

 Data portal will improve
community engagement
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Providing Families with Peace of Mind
By providing quality, personalized private care our trained staff will ensure a level of professionalism that allows for 
healthy, safe and positive interactions. We provide a variety of services to suit the needs of you and your loved ones.

We specialize in, but are not limited to, providing live-out 
support including short-term postoperative care. We also 
organize and assist clients with daily activities to help 
stimulate their mind and enrich their interests. We are 
fl exible in building a care plan that is best suited for our 
clients.

Caring for loved ones can be a full-time job – we recognize it 
can be exhausting at times. When you need a rest, our team 
is here to relieve you. Our staff is able to provide 24-hour care 
in the comfort of our client’s own home.

Our team of skilled professionals provides both medical and 
personal home care services. In addition to helping maintain 
personal hygiene, we also regulate and provide medical 
services such as bloodwork, medication administration, and 
accompanying clients to appointments.

Private Homecare

Respite Care

Home Medical Services

Private Homecare

905.539.0309

Stay safe this
holiday season

york.ca/covid19

Let’s keep everyone
safe this holiday

season by spreading
cheer, not COVID-19.

Keep gatherings small – under 10 people
Ensure everyone is fully vaccinated

Actively screen for COVID-19 symptoms
Take a Rapid Antigen Test, if accessible

Mask, distance and gather outdoors, if possible



This Christmas, 1,706 York Region 
households will go a little less hungry 
as they begin to receive food support 
from the Food Bank of  York Region 
(FBYR) who was funded by the Re-
gional Municipality of  York to create a 
Christmas Hamper project. 

The FBYR and its team of  volunteers 
will be individually hand-packing 1706 
holiday themed food hampers, filled 
with non-perishable meal items, to be 
delivered to targeted residents that 
live in low- and moderate-income areas 
within the region. The FBYR will be 
delivering the hampers while the pro-
gram runs through Dec. 24.

“Investments into the community 
that provide food assistance support 
are crucial all year round, but the hol-
idays always have a heavier impact on 
the number of  people who are experi-
encing hunger,” explains Alex Bilotta, 
Founder and CEO of  the Food Bank of  
York Region. “Having funding provided 
to the FBYR, to fulfill a dire need with 
a project specifically for the holidays is 
a well-thought-out initiative that will 
go a long way in fighting food insecuri-
ty this Christmas. Thankfully, we have 
the capacity to reach a large portion of  
the York Region population, especially 

those in need of  food assistance this 
time of  year.”

Low- and moderate-income residents 
of  York Region living in high-needs ar-
eas have been deemed eligible to receive 
the Christmas Hampers as additional 
food support for the holidays through 
the FBYR. 

Thanks to a pre-existing partnership 
with Wal-Mart, the FBYR was able to 
purchase all the necessary non-perish-
able food items in bulk and have them 
ready in their warehouse to be packed 
and delivered. Each holiday themed 
hamper will include 26 non-perishable 
food products. 

From Jan. 1 to Nov. 22, 2021 FBYR 
has delivered healthy fresh and frozen 
perishable and non-perishable foods 
to over 6,501 households, and 18,876 
unique individuals throughout its 
network of  community partners and 
its own Home Delivery Program. The 
2021 years demand in food security 
trends has remained on-par with 2020, 
seeing last years numbers at 8,052 
households and 24,070 unique individ-
uals. 

With continued community support 
and funding, the FBYR can deliver 3 
meals with as little a donation as $1. For 

more information about the FBYR or 
ways to donate, please visit www.fbyr.
ca and follow us on social media.

The Food Bank of  York Region is 
the official regional food distribution 
hub serving the nine municipalities of  
York Region (Vaughan, Richmond Hill, 
Markham, Whitchurch-Stouffville, 
Newmarket, Aurora, East Gwillimbury, 
Georgina, and King). They source, col-

lect, warehouse, and deliver surplus 
fresh, frozen, and non-perishable food 
donations for the 85+ local front-line 
direct service agencies within our net-
work, and into the homes of  residents 
in York Region through their COVID-19 
Home Delivery Program. For more in-
formation about the FBYR or ways to 
donate, please visit www.fbyr.ca and fol-
low us on social media.

York Region funds Christmas Hamper Project at food bank

Local farm donates to food bank
Plenty of fresh vegetables headed up to Minden to their food bank, thanks to King’s Eek 
Farms, along with the Society of St. Vincent de Paul members. Here, Bill Eek loads up the 
trailer with skids of vegetables, clementines and Ontario apples.
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By Patti Skrypek

Arts Society King (ASK) is pleased to 
announce its slate of  2021-22 directors.

Leading the way into the new term 
are Michele McNally (President), Re-
gina Jensen (Treasurer), Murdene 
Pozdrowski (Secretary), Kathleen 
Rodgers (Artist Liaison), Dorita Peer 
(Director) and Patti Skrypek (Direc-
tor).

The new team was confirmed at the 
November Annual General Meeting. 
ASK would like to thank outgoing Trea-
surer Len Vernon and Past President 
Lynda Rogers for their many years of  
dedication and service.

Arts Society King (ASK) is a not-for-
profit volunteer organization estab-
lished in 2005. ASK’s office and gallery 
space are located in the King Heritage 
and Cultural Centre in King City. One of  
Arts Society King’s most effective part-
nerships is with King Township which 
has recognized the boundless value of  
arts and culture within our community. 
King Township has acknowledged ASK 
as an important contributor of  cultural 
experiences that help maintain and ful-
fill King’s socio-cultural identity.

“Our donors are a diverse mix of  pri-
vate citizens and businesses and mem-
bers are primarily artists,” said Mi-
chele. “Citizens choose to support ASK 
initiatives and artists join to gain valu-
able exposure and opportunities. Do-
nations and membership both support 
cultural activities in King Township.”

For just $50 a year, ASK members can 
enjoy the following benefits:

• Listing on the Arts Society King 
website directory with biography, pho-
to and link to your website.

• Benefit from ASK’s social media 
promotion of  artists throughout the 
year.

• Inclusion in ASK opportunities 
with local media, bi-weekly eBlast and 
quarterly MOSAiC Magazine (10,000 
copies).

• Receive “Call to Artists” for oppor-
tunities and exhibitions, local and re-
gionally-based.

• Through ASK’s partnership with 
King Township, participate in public 
art initiatives and public art displays.

• Participate in ASK signature events 
and exhibitions such as the Studio Tour 
King (April), Plant & Pop-Up Art Show 
& Sale (May), Artists in the Garden 
(July), Schomberg Street Gallery (Sep-
tember), ASK Art Show & Sale (Novem-
ber), Themed Gallery Exhibitions.

• Exhibition and sale at Carrying 
Place Golf  & Country Club.

• Opportunity to promote your per-
sonal shows, exhibits and workshops on 
the ASK website Artist Bulletin Board.

• Voting privileges at the Arts Soci-
ety King Annual General Meeting (have 
a voice in our mission and vision).

• Free admission to the King Heri-
tage & Cultural Centre.

• Discount on registration fees for 
White Hot Shot Photo Contest (Janu-
ary/February), Autumn Reflections 
En Plein Air (September/October) and 
other ASK events.

Be a part of  a strong, vibrant organi-
zation that supports arts and culture in 
King Township.

ASK is excited to offer new initia-
tives in 2022 including bi-monthly art-
ist workshops over Zoom and/or in-per-
son and exhibitions with new partners 
Kingbridge Centre and Eaton Hall. ASK 

is also partnering with other arts orga-
nizations across southern Ontario for 
exclusive Calls For Artists, workshops, 
etc., and Calls For Artists for Public Art 
around King Township.

ASK collaborates with community 
partners to foster spirit and support of  
each other’s initiatives. In addition to 
King Township, ASK partners with the 
King Township Public Library, King 

Township Historical Society, Kingcrafts 
Studio, York Region Arts Council, local 
schools, McMichael Canadian Art Col-
lection, Olde Mill Art Gallery & Shoppe 
and Cold Creek Conservation.

If  you would like to further explore 
the many benefits of  being an ASK 
member, check out our website at 
artssocietyking.ca or send an email to 
info@artssocietyking.ca.

ASK welcomes its new board of directors

Arts Society King members (from l to r) Kathleen Rodgers, Michele McNally, Marina Gi-
rolamo, Regina Jensen, Patti Skrypek, Joanne Bailey, Murdene Pozdrowski, Rina Trim-
meliti and Dorita Peer.

Bird lovers of  all ages and skill levels 
are invited to celebrate the 122nd anni-
versary of  the Christmas Bird Count by 
joining one of  the many counts happen-
ing across Ontario this holiday season. 
It’s a great way to explore nature while 
helping collect important data on our 
feathered friends. Consider making the 
Christmas Bird Count a part of  your 
family holiday tradition this year.

The Christmas Bird Count began in 
1900, and today it is North America’s 
longest-running wildlife census. Many 
local counts are organized by birding 
and nature clubs, and everyone is wel-
come to attend free of  charge.

This year’s Christmas Bird Count 
will run to Jan. 5, 2022. Ontario Nature 
member groups are organizing nearly 
50 counts in the province this season. 
Visit the Ontario Nature website (on-
tarionature.org/cbc) to find a count 
near you. For a comprehensive list of  
counts happening across Canada, visit 
the Birds Canada website (bsc-eoc.org/
volunteer/cbc).

Always fun, even when the weather 
is chilly, every volunteer who braves 
the elements to take part in a count con-
tributes to the study and conservation 
of  birds. Scientists use the data collect-
ed to monitor the health and status of  
resident and migratory birds over time, 
and to develop conservation strategies 
for species in decline and their habi-
tats. The Christmas Bird Count also 
teaches community scientists about the 
myriad bird species that live in and mi-
grate through their communities.

“The Christmas Bird Count is a great 
way for bird lovers of  all ages to help 
Ontario’s birds. Novices work alongside 
experts to collect important data that 
help guide work on behalf  of  all birds 
across the province. And who knows … 
maybe you’ll see a rare bird that no one 
has recorded before,” said Emma Hor-
rigan, Ontario Nature’s Conservation 
Projects and Education Manager.

Last year, the COVID-19 pandem-
ic did little to dampen Ontario bird 
lovers’ enthusiasm for the Christmas 
Bird Count. In fact, eight more counts 
were conducted throughout the prov-
ince than in the previous year. Many 
of  those counts were hosted by Ontario 
Nature member groups.

What avian rarities and trends will 
be uncovered this year? Join a Christ-
mas Bird Count to find out. 

Ontario Nature protects wild species 
and wild spaces through conservation, 
education and public engagement. It 
connects thousands of  individuals 
and communities with nature through 
more than 160 conservation groups, 
and 30,000 members and supporters 
across the province. For more informa-
tion, visit ontarionature.org.

Holiday bird count is on
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By Margaret Prophet
& Claire Malcolmson

Bonnie Lysyk, Ontario’s Auditor 
General whose job it is to hold provin-
cial public-sector and broader-pub-
lic-sector organizations accountable for 
fi nancial responsibility, well-managed 
programs and transparency in public 
reporting, released its annual report. 
What her conclusions demonstrate is 
that our overarching concerns about 
the Bradford Bypass are well founded.

Her key fi ndings are extremely rele-
vant to issues surrounding the Bypass 
including:

“Decisions about important public 
infrastructure and services, such as 
highways ... appeared to be disconnect-
ed from, or inconsistent with, other 
land-use planning processes and poli-
cies.” 

We agree. The bypass is proceed-
ing without consideration of  existing 
land use policies that have been imple-
mented since the 1997 EA including the 
Greenbelt Plan, Lake Simcoe Protec-
tion Act, the Clean Water Act and the 
Endangered Species Act.  Proceeding 
with this highway without full study 
and consideration of  these policies 
makes a mockery of  the protection 
these Acts are supposed to afford On-
tarians’ health and environment.

“In 2014, the medical offi cers of  
health of  Hamilton, Peel, Simcoe Mus-
koka, and Toronto released a report, 
called Improving Health By Design in 
the Greater Toronto-Hamilton Area, on 
the health impacts of  designing com-
munities that require the use of  cars. 
The report stated that the annual costs 
of  physical inactivity and obesity in 
the Greater Toronto and Hamilton Area 
stood at $4 billion, including $1.4 billion 
in direct medical costs.”  

We recognize that cars are the only 
option for many people in the region, 
however, that is a result of  government 
policy choice which is literally killing 
our communities. By continuing to fo-
cus major investments in highways, we 
lose the opportunity to invest in other 
things that allow people to travel in 
different ways that can be more conve-
nient (e.g. high speed transit, regional 
transit).

So we can either continue to deprive 
our communities of  real travel choice 
by sinking billions into highways or we 
can fi x road congestion the way traffi c 
engineers have suggested – providing 
regional road improvements and giving 
people options about how to get around.

The Growth Plan overestimates of  
the population growth in outer Great-
er Golden Horseshoe suburbs are hav-
ing adverse fi nancial consequences for 
those municipalities. We keep hearing 
the number of  people that are coming 
to the area, but these are just estimates 
and according to the Auditor General 
are likely higher than what will be re-
alized.

This forces municipalities to over-
build, over-designate land for develop-
ment, overbuild infrastructure which 
in the end comes out of  taxpayer pock-
ets. If  the population does not materi-
alize taxpayers are still on the hook. 
Before we build a highway that won’t 
solve local traffi c issues we should con-
sider whether the massive taxpayer 
investment will provide a net benefi t 
to our communities. After all, if  high-
way access resolved traffi c congestion, 
then why would most of  the GTA be in 
almost constant gridlock? 

“Conservation authorities are los-
ing the independent power to exercise 
their mandate to ensure that develop-
ment is directed away from fl ood and 
erosion-prone areas.”  

Putting a highway through fl ood 
prone, provincially signifi cant marsh-
lands is a project that the Lake Sim-
coe Region Conservation Authority 
(LSRCA) should have full autonomy to 
comment on. Instead the LSRCA has 
outlined that they will only comment 
on the bypass  if  the province requests 
a voluntary review. The LSRCA should 
be empowered to stand up for Lake Sim-
coe’s headwaters and the watershed it 
is legislated to protect without needing 
provincial permission to fulfi ll its man-
date.

“Permit applications to harm spe-
cies at risk or their habitats are always 
approved.”  

Along the route of  the bypass there 
are at least 11 species at risk, 2 of  which 
are endangered. Despite assurances 
that these species will be protected, the 
Auditor General’s report confi rms what 
we fear – that based on historical ac-
tions, these habitats will be destroyed, 
these species at risk will be perma-
nently harmed and the province won’t 
uphold its responsibility to protect our 
beloved green spaces from destruction.  

“… policies to achieve the majority 
of  emissions reductions required to 
meet the 2030 target have not been iden-
tifi ed.”  

It seems that Ontario will not likely 
meet its 2030 emission reductions tar-
gets which is no surprise considering 
the land use and transportation deci-
sions being made that exacerbate our 
carbon emissions.

Further, the Auditor General warns 
that Ontario’s emissions could increase 
if  strong action isn’t taken.

We are in a critical time where we 
need to reduce carbon emissions, not 
increase them. We know that highways 
increase greenhouse gas emissions and 
concentrate pollutants in the air we 
breathe.  Based on the 1997 EA data, the 
bypass could increase GHG emissions 
by 89 million kilograms per year; that 
doesn’t even include the carbon emis-
sions from the construction of  the high-
way and loss of  wetlands, forests and 
farmland that store carbon.

There have not been any consider-
ations of  what this highway will do to 
the climate nor will there be now that 
the highway has been exempted from 
the Environmental Assessment Act. 
Our region will not escape the impacts 

of  a changing climate. From reduced 
water supply and increased fl ooding to 
having a climate similar to Mississippi 
in roughly 50 years, we will see grave 
consequences of  today’s inaction. Cli-
mate leaders don’t build highways and 
especially not in signifi cant wetlands.

Our region is special for a multitude 
of  reasons, but one of  those is Lake 
Simcoe – a cornerstone of  our local 
economy, recreation, drinking water 
and lifestyle. Despite calls from several 
municipalities to ensure that impacts 
to Lake Simcoe are understood prior 
to any construction on the Bypass, the 
province is moving ahead quickly to-
ward construction.

In 35 years, Lake Simcoe could have 
a salt concentration similar to oceans.  
This was calculated prior to the addi-
tional salt that will be washed down 

from the bypass directly into the rivers 
and streams that fl ow into Lake Sim-
coe.  Building the Bypass decreases our 
chance of  avoiding that fate for Lake 
Simcoe.

With the Auditor General’s report, 
it is clear we cannot have confi dence 
that Lake Simcoe will be taken care of. 
Those of  us in the region who under-
stand all of  this are very concerned.

The bypass is just the latest egre-
gious example of  provincial projects 
in our area that will make Lake Simcoe 
more sick. None  of  us will be the better 
for it.

Margaret Prophet is the executive di-
rector of  the Simcoe County Greenbelt 
Coalition. Claire Malcolmson is execu-
tive director of  Rescue Lake Simcoe Co-
alition.

Auditor General � ndings underscore bypass concerns

Horwath opposes Holland Marsh highway
Ontario NDP leader Andrea Horwath is opposed to the construction of  the 

proposed Holland Marsh Highway.   
According to her response to Lake Simcoe Watch’s questionnaire:
“A Ministry of  Transportation report shows that there are much better ways 

to improve mobility through the region than giving well-connected private inter-
ests a costly and wasteful 4-6 lane highway that would ultimately attract heavier 
car and truck traffi c from outside the local area and make congestion worse.”

Despite the Lake Simcoe Protection Plan calling for Lake Simcoe’s phospho-
rous pollution to be reduced by 50% to 44 tonnes per year, phosphorous reaching 
the lake has risen by 30% since 2009 in the absence of  any funding or plan for 
action.

According to Ms. Horwath, an “NDP government will fund and implement a 
proper plan to reduce Lake Simcoe’s phosphorous pollution to 44 tonnes a year 
by 2030.”

The proposed Holland Marsh pollution reduction facility is the single largest 
action we can take to reduce Lake Simcoe’s phosphorous pollution.

According to Ms. Horwath, the NDP also supports the construction of  this 
project.

According to Andrea Horwath, the Development Charges Act should be 
amended to permit municipalities to levy development charges to recover 100% 
of  their costs of  servicing new developments and cleaning-up Lake Simcoe.

As Ms. Horwath noted:
“Municipal taxpayers in York and Simcoe are increasingly on the hook for 

massive infrastructure costs and debts related to sprawl-oriented development 
mandated by short-sighted, politically-driven provincial growth policies.    As 
the fi nancial and environmental costs of  sprawl-oriented development increase, 
growth policies and development charges must change, while at the same time 
encouraging and rewarding sustainable development that makes effi cient use of  
land and infrastructure within existing communities.”

Lake Simcoe Watch sent out a questionnaire to the leaders of  Ontario’s four 
major political parties on Nov. 2. They asked all of  them to reply by Dec. 31.
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Kumon Math & Reading Centre of King City

12967 Keele Street, Unit 5
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Give your child an 
academic advantage in 

school and beyond!
At Kumon, we personalize our math and reading 

programs to fit the skill level of each child. Students of 
all levels learn to grasp concepts on their own and take 
full ownership of their success. It’s how Kumon builds 

an academic advantage in school and beyond.
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2021 Holiday Hours
Dec 24-25 Closed
De 26-30 10am - 5pm
Dec 31 - Jan 1 Closed
Jan 2 12 - 4pm

 Magical Christmas in Schomberg
A “Mini Cake Christmas” was held in Schomberg recently, spreading joy and the spirit 
of the holidays. The vent was sponsored by Cake Realty Brokerage in Schomberg and 
featured plenty of family friendly activities, music and of course a visit from Santa.
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Southlake Regional Health Centre 
staff  and physicians donated a moun-
tain of  toys to York Regional Police’s 
Holiday Heroes drive.

Southlake has been participating in 
Holiday Heroes for many years. Last 
year during the pandemic, staff  donat-
ed gift cards instead of  toys, and em-
ployees came together to donate nearly 
$7,000 in gift cards for families in need.

“We are very happy to get back to do-
nating toys again this year. It warms my 
heart to see our lobby overflowing with 
toys and to think of  our staff  and physi-
cians coming together to help families 
in our community,” said Arden Krystal, 
Southlake’s President and CEO. “Even 
during these tough times, our South-
lake team takes the time to give back to 
our communities. ”

For the past 25 years, the Holiday 
Heroes campaign has raised more than 
$2.1 million thanks to community part-
ners like Southlake. All of  these dona-
tions have stayed in York Region, hav-
ing a direct impact on our community.

Thank you to the York Regional Po-
lice for organizing Holiday Heroes and 
collecting the donated items.

Southlake is building healthy com-

munities through outstanding care, 
innovative partnerships, and amaz-
ing people. We deliver a wide range of  
healthcare services to the communities 
of  northern York Region and southern 
Simcoe County.

Their advanced regional programs 
include Cancer Care and Cardiac 
Care and serve a broader population 
across the northern GTA and into Sim-
coe-Muskoka.

Their team of  nearly 6,000 staff, phy-
sicians, volunteers, students and pa-
tient and family advisors are commit-
ted to creating an environment where 
the best experiences happen. As a rec-
ognition of  their commitment to quali-
ty and patient safety, they have received 
the highest distinction of  Exemplary 
Standing from Accreditation Canada.

With an annual operating budget of  
over $500 million, we care for a rapidly 
growing and aging population and have 
developed an exciting plan for new fa-
cilities to serve our communities into 
the future. A member of  the Southlake 
Community Ontario Health Team, they 
are working with partners to deliver in-
tegrated care to northern York Region 
and southern Simcoe County.

CORE launches food drive
Stephen Lecce, MPP for King-Vaughan supported a special Winter Won-

derland event organized by King City’s CORE Health & Fitness on Nov. 28. 
Non-perishable foods were collected through the non-profit organization, 
Food Not Bought, and donated to the local King Township Food Bank.

At CORE’s Winter Wonderland, the King City community came out with 
their families to enjoy food and beverages, as well as to play games and 
take photos with Santa. The event was free but attendees were asked to 
donate at least one non-perishable food item to support families in need.

“Well done to CORE Health and Fitness for hosting a fun Winter Wonder-
land event this weekend, supporting the local King Township Food Bank,” 
said Lecce. “This is a great example of  the community coming together 
ahead of  the Christmas season to support families in need.”

Southlake’s sta� and physicians
donate a mountain of toys to York
Regional Police’s Holiday Heroes

Elizabeth Crowe elected as board chair
At its annual board meeting Dec. 1, the York Catholic District School Board 

elected Elizabeth Crowe, Trustee for Aurora/King/ Whitchurch-Stouffville, as 
Chair of  the Board and Maria Marchese, Trustee for Vaughan Area 3: Ward 3 
(Woodbridge), as Vice-Chair.

Chair Crowe previously held the position of  board chair from December 1998 
to November 2015, and from December 2017 to November 2018. She has also held 
the position of  vice-chair during her 27 years as a York Catholic trustee.

“I am honoured to have the support of  my fellow Trustees,” said Chair Crowe. 
“As we lit the first Advent candle this past Sunday, it reminded us that we are 
waiting in joyful hope for the coming of  our Lord. At the same time, at the board 
level we too are waiting with joyful hope for a full return to schooling without 
masks and social distancing.

“In the next year, we will face budgetary pressures due to the ongoing pan-
demic, the uncertainty of  a provincial election, and challenges in the public do-
main that will question the very existence of  Catholic schools. I have no doubt 
that as a board we will continue to prove that we put the students entrusted into 
our care foremost in our decision making so our schools continue to be safe, 
creative, faith-filled learning environments.”

Vice-Chair Marchese has previously served as chair from November 2019 to 
December 2020, and Vice-Chair from November 2018 to December 2019. She has 
been a trustee for York Catholic since 2014.

The newly elected chairs will serve a one-year term until Nov. 14, 2022.



To provide an additional layer of  
protection against COVID-19 and vari-
ants including Omicron, the province 
has launched a holiday testing blitz to 
offer rapid antigen tests to individuals 
free of  charge at pop-up sites across 
the province, as well as at select LCBO 
stores across Ontario. This initiative 
is part of  the government’s enhanced 
COVID-19 testing strategy to mitigate 
the increased risk of  transmission over 
the holiday season.

“Working with local health part-
ners, community organizations, and 
businesses, we are bringing free rapid 
testing directly to Ontarians during 
the holiday season by deploying pop-up 
teams in priority areas,” said Christine 
Elliott, Deputy Premier and Minister of  
Health. “Rapid antigen screening is an 
additional layer of  protection to proac-
tively identify cases and mitigate com-
munity transmission, while we contin-
ue to strengthen our vaccine rollout to 

protect ourselves and loved ones.”
Throughout December to mid-Jan-

uary, two million rapid tests will be 
provided free of  charge at pop-up test-
ing sites in high-traffi c settings such as 
malls, retail settings, holiday markets, 
public libraries and transit hubs, as 
well as providing vaccine education.

Pop-up teams will be deployed at 
locations across the province, some 
co-located with GO-VAXX mobile vac-
cine buses. Most sites will distribute 
free take-home rapid antigen test kits, 
subject to supply, and some will offer 
asymptomatic rapid antigen screen-
ing on-site. The government will also 
make take-home rapid tests available at 
LCBO stores across Ontario.

Ontarians can visit Ontario.ca/hol-
idaytesting to fi nd out if  pop-up rapid 
antigen screening sites will be avail-
able in their area. Additional pop-ups, 
including participating LCBO loca-
tions, will be added upon confi rmation 
by individual locations with the web-
site updated weekly. No appointment 
will be required.

People without symptoms of  
COVID-19 or people who have not 
had recent exposure to someone with 
COVID-19 will be able to pick up a pack-
age of  free tests from a pop-up site, 
while supplies last, or get a free test 

performed on-site. At sites distributing 
tests for use at home, there is a limit of  
one kit per person. Every person that 
receives a package of  tests or gets a test 
on-site will be provided with informa-
tion and resources about rapid antigen 
screening and COVID-19 vaccination.

Anyone who receives a positive re-
sult through their rapid test needs to 
self-isolate and book a lab-based PCR 
test at a testing site to confi rm the re-
sult.Ontario continues to look for op-
portunities to expand access to rapid 
testing for all Ontarians. With an in-
creased demand for rapid tests and 
globally constrained supply, the prov-
ince is continuing to urge the federal 
government to increase the number of  
approved rapid tests available for use in 
Ontario and across the country.

Vaccination against COVID-19 is the 
most effective way to prevent the spread 
of  the virus. While testing does not pre-
vent someone from getting COVID-19, 
access to timely and convenient testing 
is critical in helping to ensure quick de-
tection and isolation of  positive cases.

Individuals picking up a box of  rapid 
tests will need to go through the check-
out to access the tests from the LCBO 
service representatives at cash regis-
ters. There will be no obligation to buy 
alcohol in order to pick up tests.

Province providing free rapid COVID testing

Christmas drive-by
Coinciding with Schomberg’s recent A Main Street Christmas and Parade of Lights, 
King Fire and local volunteers staged a Christmas “drive-by” with Santa visiting various 
neighbourhoods, spreading cheer before the holidays.
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Edgewood Suites by FLATO Developments will have spacious STUDIO, ONE-
BEDROOM and TWO-BEDROOM RENTALS available right here in Grey 
County’s Dundalk.

Be surrounded by nature and close to everything you need in town. Stay in and 
enjoy the building’s incredible amenities and activities.

COMING SOON • REGISTER NOW

EdgewoodSuites.ca

Experience the lifestyle you’ve always dreamed about!

10
HWY

26
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26
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10
HWY

124
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89
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89
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6
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4
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9
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DUNDALK

GEORGIAN
BAY

N

SITE

DUNDALK

Artist’s Concept 

All renderings are artist’s concept. Prices and specification subject to change without notice. E. & O. E. 

Enjoy the journey
I’ll take care of the rest.

Contact me for an auto 
insurance quote today.

19
20

94
5C

N

Richard Gong, Agent 
905-727-6333
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5878 HWY. 9, SCHOMBERG, ON L0G 1T0

416-477-2803   |   spkrentals.ca

SALES AND SERVICE   |  TOOLS & EQUIPMENT RENTALS

Wishing y�  a Happy H� iday 
& a j� ful New Ye� .

Best wishes from your friends at

SCHOMBERG
Sale Prices in effect December 23 to December 29, 2021

17380 Highway 27, SCHOMBERG • 905-939-2911
HOURS: Monday-Friday 8:00am - 5:30pm;

Saturday 8:30am - 5:00pm;   Sunday 10:00am - 4:00pm

with corn
18 kg

Reg. $31.99

Reg. 50 ft. for 
$74.99

Save 20% this week

$29.99

$59.99

SALE

Wild Bird SeedWINDSOR SAFETY SALT
ICE MELT

20kg

SALE

$7.49

We have wood
Snow Fencing

Only

All
Giftware
20%
off

LOTS OF BIRD FEEDS, SUET 
AND BIRD SEED

IN STOCK

We carry Empire Cheese

Wishing everyone a
Me� y Chri� mas and a Healthy 

and Ha� y New Year!

MPP helps mark Hannukah
Over the 8 days of Hannukah from Nov. 28 to Dec. 6, Stephen Lecce, MPP for King-

Vaughan, attended various outdoor menorah lighting ceremonies with members of the 
Jewish community where he shared remarks on behalf of the Government of Ontario.

Local families gathered to light the menorah at the Village of Kleinburg for the �rst 
time in Kleinburg’s history thanks to the Vaughan Public Library and community mem-
ber Nat Levy.

“This Hannukah, we celebrated the power of light over darkness that triumphs over 
all di�culties,” said Lecce. “This is the story of the Jewish people who have overcome 
adversity every step of the way. As we see a rise in Antisemitism, we remain committed 
to standing together with the Jewish community of King-Vaughan who have contribut-
ed so much to our province.”
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SECTION B

Sports • News • Community Events
Classifi eds • At Your Service

Fine Lady 5, the horse that carried 
Canada’s Eric Lamaze to an individu-
al bronze medal at the 2016 Olympic 
Games, was offi cially retired in a spe-
cial ceremony held Dec. 10.

Bred by Wilhelm Leymann and born 
in Germany in 2003, Fine Lady 5 was 
acquired by Andy and Carlene Ziegler’s 
Artisan Farms LLC as a mount for La-
maze. The Hanoverian mare (Forsyth 
x Drosselklang II) arrived at Lamaze’s 
Torrey Pines Stable in the spring of 
2014 and quickly proved her prow-
ess by earning numerous top fi nishes 
at the 1.45m and 1.50m levels in the 
pair’s fi rst few months together.

Showing great form in the 2016 sea-
son, Fine Lady 5 was selected as La-
maze’s mount for the Olympic Games 
in Rio de Janeiro, Brazil. After leading 
the Canadian team to a fourth-place 
fi nish following a jump-off against Ger-
many for the bronze medal, Lamaze 
and Fine Lady 5 advanced to the indi-
vidual fi nal where their only rail of the 
entire games came during the jump-off 
for the gold medal. That one rail would 
leave them in bronze medal position, 
which was still far beyond any expecta-
tions ever set for Fine Lady 5.

“She is one of a kind because she 
was not a horse that anyone thought 
could reach the level that she did,” said 
Lamaze of his partner of eight years. 
“With Hickstead, he was favoured to 
win an Olympic medal and it was up to 
me to make a mistake. With Fine Lady, 

it was the partnership that we devel-
oped and the trust we had in each other 
that earned us the Olympic medal.

“Winning a medal with that horse 
means a lot to me,” continued Lamaze, 
who holds individual gold and team 
silver medals from the 2008 Beijing 
Olympics with Hickstead in addition to 
the individual bronze earned with Fine 
Lady 5. “She is a great little mare with 
a huge heart that believed in any ad-
venture you faced her with. She became 
the leading horse in my stable, with the 
ability to win at any height, when she 
wasn’t bought to be that. Winning an 
Olympic medal and the Rolex Top 10 
Final demonstrated her huge heart.”

Following their incredible perfor-
mance at the 2016 Rio Olympics, La-
maze and Fine Lady 5 went on to win 
the €300,000 Rolex IJRC Top 10 Final 
later that year at CHI Geneva, Switzer-
land. In a unique competition that sees 
the top 10 riders in the world rankings 
go head-to-head over two rounds, La-
maze and Fine Lady 5 were clear in 
both rounds and produced the fastest 
time in the second round to win.

Their victory marked the fi rst time a 
Canadian athlete had ever claimed the 
coveted title.

“I would like to give special thanks 
to the Zieglers for supporting me with 
Fine Lady, not to mention many other 
horses over the years,” said Lamaze, 53. 
“She is a horse that I will never forget, 
and she will be greatly missed from my 

string. I’m happy we were able to give 
her the retirement that she deserves, 
and especially to have the ceremony 
in Geneva during a very special com-
petition that she won. Hopefully we’ll 
have many Fine Lady babies running 
around in the future as she continues 
in the sport as a broodmare.”

In their fi nal competitive appear-
ance, Lamaze and Fine Lady 5 were 
members of Canada’s winning team 
in the $600,000 BMO Nations’ Cup at 
the CSIO5* Spruce Meadows ‘Masters’ 
tournament in Calgary, AB, on Sep-
tember 11, 2021. Fine Lady 5 will be 

retired in Belgium where both Lamaze 
and the Ziegler family have properties.

“It has been a delight to own Fine 
Lady 5 for Eric to compete,” said Car-
lene Ziegler. “It meant so much to us 
to have her do well at the Rio Olym-
pics and to experience great victories 
all around the world. She loved to win, 
and she loved Eric in the saddle. We 
are happy she will now have a restful 
retirement in Belgium. As a Europe-
an horse, she’s always been happiest 
there.”

To learn more about Lamaze, visit 
ericlamaze.com.

Lamaze retires Olympic mount, Fine Lady 5

By Robert Belardi 

The Greater Ontario Junior Hockey 
League released a statement on Dec. 
17, penalizing fi ve clubs in the Golden 
Horseshoe Conference in violation of 
the league’s vaccination policy. 

The GOJHL had permitted each in-
dividual team to be responsible for en-
suring the vaccination status of play-
ers and club personnel. In the league’s 
latest fi ndings, 30 GOJHL regular 
season games have been impacted. 
Due to ineligible participants in these 
games, the statement said all games 
will be dubbed a 5-0 loss and if both 
teams were in violation no points were 
given. 

On the list, the Hamilton Kilty Bs 
were forced to forfeit two victories due 
to ineligible players against the Thor-
old Blackhawks on Oct. 2 and against 
the Niagara Falls Canucks on Oct. 4. 

The St. Catherines Falcons forfeited 
one victory against the Fort Erie Me-
teors on Sept. 25 and the Welland Jr. 
Canadiens forfeited one game against 

the Pelham Panthers on Sept. 26. 
The second most games forfeited on 

the list saw the Thorold Blackhawks 
lose out on six games this year all 
against Niagara Falls, Hamilton, the 
Caledonia Pro-Fit Corvairs, Pelham 
and St. Catherines. 

The most penalized team was the 
Niagara Falls Canucks as the club lost 
out on 24 games this year due to ineli-
gible players. The GOJHL has also an-
nounced a member of the organization 
has been suspended indefi nitely. 

With these forfeits coming into play, 
the Canucks now sit at the bottom of 
the division with only fi ve points on the 
year. The Blackhawks sit in second last 
with 14 points. 

The league has surely sent out a 
clear-cut message to the rest of the GO-
JHL that everyone is being investigat-
ed to ensure that the vaccination policy 
has been met. 

If an ineligible player or member of 
staff is discovered, teams could be pay-
ing a hefty price that could ruin their 
season and their playoff hopes.

 York United, Brennan part ways
By Robert Belardi 

Just two days after a 3-1 loss to Forge FC in the semifi nals of  the Canadian 
Premier League, York United released a statement they have parted ways 
with Head Coach/Manager and Technical Director of  the club Jimmy Bren-
nan. 

Brennan became the fi rst head coach in club history on July 27, 2018 since 
leaving Aurora FC from League 1 Ontario. The club has decided not to renew 
his contract which has come to an end. 

Since coming to York United, Brennan has led The Nine Stripes to a third-
place, fi fth-place and fourth-place fi nish in his three-year tenure. 

“I want to thank Jimmy for everything he has done coaching this club 
over the last three years. Firstly, there has been his impact on the fi eld but 
it’s imperative that I also recognize and applaud the huge contribution he’s 
made off  the pitch. Without him, the club is probably not here today,” said 
Angus McNab, CEO, President and GM of  York United in the press release. 

“Additionally, there is no way our young players like Max Ferrari, Isaiah 
Johnston and Lowell Wright would be thriving as they are without Jimmy’s 
support and guidance. There is a strong foundation here and we are grateful 
to Jimmy for having been so crucial in building it.”

During his time, Brennan has been known across all of  the CPL for giving 
young players an opportunity to make a name for themselves in the league. 

According to the release, U21 players played 9,043 minutes under Brennan 
this past year. Also, York United defender Diyaeddine Abzi received a call-up 
and made an appearance for the U-23 Canadian international team. 

Throughout his career, Brennan was widely renowned for his contribu-
tions in Canada’s 2000 Gold Cup victory. 

Brennan began his senior career with Bristol City in 1996, and went on to 
play for Nottingham Forest, Huddersfi eld Town, Southampton and Toronto 
FC for three years before retiring in 2010. 

He began his coaching career in 2011 with the Toronto FC U17 academy. 

 GOJHL penalized fi ve teams due
to violation of vaccination policy

Eric Lamaze and Fine Lady 5 won the coveted Rolex IJRC Top 10 Final
in Geneva, Switzerland, in 2016.

Photo by Rolex / Kit Houghton

Eric Lamaze and Fine Lady 5 claimed the individual bronze medal at the 2016 Olympic 
Games in Rio de Janeiro, Brazil.

Photo by Arnd Bronkhorst Photography

Thank you for seeing us through 2020.

As a totally volunteer run charity, the KTFB
serves nearly 300 residents of King Township

with a weekly allotment of food items or 
food cards every month. 

For over 15 years, our dedicated volunteers
have worked to fight hunger in our

community.  Their success is due to your
generosity through donations of time, food

and funds. Thank you!

Helping make ends
meet since 2005meet since 2005meet since 2005

Your help sustains us, year after year.

@KTFoodbank

www.KTFB.ca

Charitable Number
R/N 84735 1608 RR0001

@KingTownshipFoodBank

King Township Food Bank
P.O. Box 224

Schomberg, ON L0G 1T0

905-806-1125
ktfoodbank@gmail.com
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Classifieds
Phone 905-857-6626 or 1-888-557-6626

or email admin@caledoncitizen.com

ADVERTISING RULES OF THIS NEWSPAPER
The advertiser agrees that the publisher shall not be liable for damages arising 
out of errors in advertisements beyond the amount paid for the space actu-
ally occupied by the portion of the advertisement in which the error occurred, 
whether such error is due to the negligence of its servants or otherwise, and 
there shall be no liability for non-insertions of any advertisement beyond the 
amount paid for such advertisement. All advertisers are asked to check their 
advertisements after first insertion. We accept responsibility for only one in-
correct insertion unless notified immediately after publication. Errors which do 
not lessen the value of the advertisement are not eligible for corrections by a 
make-good advertisement. There shall be no liability for non-insertion of any 
advertisement beyond the amount paid for such advertisement. We reserve the 
right to edit, revise, classify or reject any advertisement.

DEADLINES
Unfortunately deadlines do not allow us to take ads after 5:00 p.m. on Mon-
day. When there is a holiday Monday, the deadlines will be Friday at 5:00 

p.m. All ads must be paid in advance by deadline or the ad will not run. WE 
ACCEPT VISA, MASTERCARD, AND AMERICAN EXPRESS PAY-

MENTS OVER THE PHONE

202 HOUSES
FOR RENT

111 PROPERTY 
WANTED

2 BEDROOM HOUSE 
for rent in Alliston in 
Dec. Clean, attrac-
tive, free parking. 
Comfortable central 
location. Call 705- 
435- 2131

CASH FOR SCRAP 
VEHICLES. Scrap 
vehicles wanted, 
any size. No owner-
ship required. Fast 
service, free tow-
ing, loose scrap re-
moved. Also, cash 
paid on the spot. 
Call 905-859-0817 or 
647-227-3954. Open 
Sundays. 

406 VEHICLES 
WANTED

 505  GENERAL 
HELP WANTED  505  GENERAL HELP WANTED

612 AUCTIONS/FLEA MARKETS

 505  GENERAL HELP WANTED

ADVERTISING LOCALLY
WORKS!

ABATE RABBIT 
PACKERS meat 
processing facility 
from Arthur imme-
diately requires 16 
Wholesale and Retail 
Butchers with a mini-
mum of 2 to 3 years 
of direct hands on 
experience in meat 
cutting and process-
ing. Duties include 
cutting and section-
ing of meat, skin-
ning and removing 
blemishes, deboning 
rabbits and chickens, 
cutting meat into 
specialized cuts and 
preparing for whole-
sale and retail sales. 
HS diploma or equiv-
alent required. Posi-
tions offered are per-
manent full time and 
salary is $16.00/hr for 
42.5 hrs a week, OT 
after 44 hrs a week. 
Please apply in per-
son at 7597 Jones 
Baseline in Arthur, via 
email at joea@abate-
packers.com, via fax 
at 1-519-848-2793 or 
via phone at 1-519-
848-2107.

PART TIME – GENERAL
FARM HELP WANTED

Tottenham based Livestock / Cash Crop farming 
operation has an opening for General Farm help 
on a part time basis. This position should be of 
interest to skilled farm personnel who wish to 
work a reduced schedule or to retired persons 
not ready to retire. Openings also available to 
students wishing to work weekends.
Flexible hours. Compensation based on skill level.
Interested parties can call 905-936-1196 or 
email info@craigmorefarm.com

PROPERTY
WANTED

Any type of property 
wanted in this gener-
al area, with or with-
out buildings. Must 
come with vendor 
financing. Glenn 519 
940 1824

KIDD FAMILY AUCTIONS (home of the 5% BP) PRESENTS AN ONLINE ONLY
AUCTION OF OUTSTANDING ANTIQUES, COLLECTIBLES, HOUSEHOLD ITEMS.

BIDDING WILL START TO CLOSE AT 5 PM ON JAN 7TH.
VISIT WWW.KIDDFAMILYAUCTIONS TO PLACE YOUR BIDS OR CALL US WITH AN

ABSENTEE BID. PREVIEW THE ITEMS ON JAN 7THTH 10 - 4 PM AT
438280 4TH LINE, MELANCTHON (NORTH OF SHELBURNE).

FEATURES: CPR BAGGAGE CART; WAGON WHEELS; SCALES; CROCKS; LANTERNS;
PUMPS; BELLS; FIRE COLLECTIBLES; CRATES; TYPEWRITERS; MAILBOX; LOCKS &
KEYS; TELEPHONES; TOBACCO TINS; SAWS; COACH LAMPS; WALK BEHIND SCUFFLER;
SNOWSHOES; ENAMEL COOKWARE; WRINGER WASHER; OIL PAINTINGS; DECOYS;
SAFES; COSTUME JEWELRY AND SOOOOOO MUCH MORE.

This is just a sample of all the treasures.  Visit our website to see all the lot. We’re
building the catalog as fast as possible.

TERMS: low 5% buyer’s premium. Cash, credit, e-transfer.
Call, text or email anytime

Dennis@kiddfamilyauctions.com 519-938-7499
Lyn@kiddfamilyauctions.com 519-938-1315

KIDD FAMILY AUCTIONS…..LET US TREAT YOU LIKE FAMILY TOO!!

BIDDING WILL START TO CLOSE AT 5 PM ON JAN 7TH. VISIT  
WWW.KIDDFAMILYAUCTIONS TO PLACE YOUR BIDS OR CALL US WITH 
AN ABSENTEE BID. PREVIEW THE ITEMS ON JAN 7TH 10 - 4 PM AT 
438280 4TH LINE, MELANCTHON (NORTH OF SHELBURNE).
Features: CPR BAGGAGE CART; WAGON WHEELS; SCALES; CROCKS; 
LANTERNS; PUMPS; BELLS; FIRE COLLECTIBLES; CRATES; TYPEWRITERS; 
MAILBOX; LOCKS & KEYS; TELEPHONES; TOBACCO TINS; SAWS; COACH 
LAMPS; WALK BEHIND SCUFFLER; SNOWSHOES; ENAMEL COOKWARE; 
WRINGER WASHER; OIL PAINTINGS; DECOYS; SAFES; COSTUME JEWELRY 
AND SOOOOOO MUCH MORE.
This is just a sample of all the treasures. Visit our website to see all 
the lot. We’re building the catalog as fast as possible.
Terms: low 5% buyer’s premium. Cash, credit, e-transfer. Call, text or email 
anytime.

KIDD FAMILY AUCTIONS (home of the 5% BP) 
PRESENTS AN ONLINE ONLY AUCTION OF

OUTSTANDING 
ANTIQUES, COLLECTIBLES, 

HOUSEHOLD ITEMS.

ONLINE FARM EQUIPMENT DISPERSAL AUCTION 
REMINDER!! 

LOTS WILL START TO CLOSE AT 5 PM FRI NOV 6TH. 
Tractors, combines, headers, sprayers, wagons, trucks, 
excavator, wheel loader, light standard, shop tools…….for 
the full listing visit the web site or call. 
 

DENNIS KIDD 519-938-7499 WWW.KIDDFAMILYAUCTIONS.COM 

DENNIS@KIDDFAMILYAUCTIONS.COM 
519-938-7499
LYN@KIDDFAMILYAUCTIONS.COM 
519-938-1315

KIDD FAMILY AUCTIONS…..
LET US TREAT YOU LIKE FAMILY TOO!!

By Earle Laycock

Despite another COVID Christmas 
pandemic lockdown and a strong wind-
storm forcing a week’s postponement, 
the spirit of  Christmas returned to No-
bleton United Church which treated the 
community to their second Christmas 
Nativity Drive-Thru Saturday (Dec. 18).

Families could drive their vehicle 
through the various areas including: 1) 
the Nativity Scene which featured Mary 
(Aubrey Winter), Joseph (Joseph Kolb) 
and Baby Jesus; 2) a visit with Santa, 
arranged by Gino DiFebo; 3) meeting 
“Phil the Donkey,” who delighted every-
one with his gentle nature, shepherded 
by Ryan Laverty,  and 4) hearing angelic 
carolers, Kara Winter and her daughter 
Davina.

Rev. Evelyn McLachlan gave every-
one a blessing and each family received 
a gift bag with donations from the 
church members and local businesses.

Nancy Hopkinson was at the end of  
the Drive-thru and asked each group 
what part they enjoyed the most. An-
swers included “everything, getting the 
stuffy, Santa, ‘Phil the donkey” and “the 

Nativity scene.”
Phil the Donkey enjoyed his evening 

so much that he again resisted getting 
into his uber trailer to go back to Donna 
Carson’s farm in Schomberg.

Special thanks to Lindsay Mahon 
who provided transportation for Phil.

Lastly, a big thank you to Andrew 
Winter for organizing this event and 
his volunteers. Christmas is a little 
more cheerful because of  your efforts.

Nobleton United Church holds Nativity Drive-Thru
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 810 PROFESSIONAL SERVICES

709 IN MEMORIAM

708 OBITUARIES612 AUCTIONS/FLEA MARKETS

Remember your 
loved ones

in a special way...
IN MEMORIAMS

$30 + HST

 CROSSWORD SOLUTION

612 AUCTIONS/FLEA MARKETS

QUALITY FIREWOOD
FOR SALE:

Seasoned firewood
$395/bush cord.

Fresh cut $325/bush cord.
Delivery charges may apply.

Call 905-729-2303

 610 FIREWOOD/
TREES

 610 FIREWOOD/
TREES

SEASONED
FIREWOOD

@
1153 Canal Rd, 
Bradford, ON

L3Z 4E2
Bush Cord $500 
We deliver too.

1-844-732-7575

Kevin Scott

McArthur - Bessey
Auctions

McArthur - BesseyMcArthur - BesseyMcArthur - BesseyMcArthur - Bessey
AuctionsAuctionsAuctionsAuctions

Farm, Livestock, Estate, Home & Business
Auctions with experience & consideration

Please contact us at
Kevin 519-942-0264 - Scott 519-843-5083

mcarthurbessey@gmail.com
www.theauctionadvertiser.com/KMcArthur

Quietly announcing the passing of Olav Thorkild 
Andersen, Nov. 28th, 2021 at the age of 91 and 10 
months.  Cremation has taken place, by the Stoddart 
Funeral Home, Lindsay, Ontario.  Olav was the soul mate 
of the late Eva Westbrook (2012) for 52 years. They lived 
on the 16th and 10th concession, R.R. 3 Schomberg 
for decades where they operated Holly Park Meats. 
Olav was a proud member of the Nobleton Lions Club 
for decades and received the Helen Keller plaque for 
service but being technically blind did not detour him 
from insisting he be helpful in any way he could. He and 
his Lion Member (Lion Joe) sold tickets to functions at 
the Nobleton Plaza wherever they could set up. The Lion 
Members helped Olav and Eva attend many functions 
by picking them up and driving them home safely. Olav 
and Eva enjoyed raising dozens of colourful and melodic 
canaries that could be heard singing from sunrise to 
sunset in their special little outside protected enclosure. 
I was told that it was only the males that sung, though it 
was the females that made the males so happy and sing 
they did. A private family graveside inurnment will occur 
at Laurel Hill Cemetery, Bolton, Ontario.

Andersen,
Olav Thorkild

UPCOMING SCHEDULE !!
JAN 7TH.............................ANTIQUES, COLLECTIBLES AND HOUSEHOLD TREASURES.
JAN 21ST.....................................................TOOLS, VEHICLES AND SHOP EQUIPMENT.
FEB 4TH......................................................................................COINS AND JEWELRY.
FEB 24-26TH.....................................THE ‘STRAIGHT SHOOTER’ SALE FOR FIREARMS.
MAR 11TH............................................KIDD FAMILY AUCTIONS ANNIVERSARY SALE.
MAR 25TH.............ANTIQUES, COLLECTIBLES AND HOUSEHOLD TREASURES (again).
APR 8TH.............................................................................THE VIP FIREARMS EVENT.
APR 15TH..............................................................OUTDOORS EQUIPMENT AUCTION.
APR 29TH................................................................................BADJEROS FARM SALE.

What goes 
“Oh, Oh, Oh”?
Santa walking 
backwards!

ONLINE FARM EQUIPMENT DISPERSAL AUCTION 
REMINDER!! 

LOTS WILL START TO CLOSE AT 5 PM FRI NOV 6TH. 
Tractors, combines, headers, sprayers, wagons, trucks, 
excavator, wheel loader, light standard, shop tools…….for 
the full listing visit the web site or call. 
 

DENNIS KIDD 519-938-7499 WWW.KIDDFAMILYAUCTIONS.COM 

THAT LINE-UP SHOULD KEEP US OUT OF TROUBLE, HAHA. HAPPY HOLIDAYS 
FROM DENNIS & LYN. IF YOU’D LIKE TO BE A SELLER OR BUYER IN ONE OF 

OUR AUCTIONS FEEL FREE TO CONTACT US ANYTIME.

WWW.KIDDFAMILYAUCTIONS.COM
DENNIS@KIDDFAMILYAUCTIONS.COM  • 519-938-7499

LYN@KIDDFAMILYAUCTIONS.COM • 519-938-1315

What goes “Oh, Oh, Oh”?

Santa walking backwards!

Come share a laugh with us 2022. We’re the auction house that

wants to treat you like family too…..KIDD FAMILY AUCTIONS.

UPCOMING SCHEDULE !!
JAN 7TH………………ANTIQUES, COLLECTIBLES AND HOUSEHOLD TREASURES.
JAN 21ST……………..TOOLS, VEHICLES AND SHOP EQUIPMENT.
FEB 4TH………………COINS AND JEWELRY.
FEB 24-26TH…………THE ‘STRAIGHT SHOOTER’ SALE FOR FIREARMS.
MAR 11TH…………….KIDD FAMILY AUCTIONS ANNIVERSARY SALE.
MAR 25TH……………ANTIQUES, COLLECTIBLES AND HOUSEHOLD TREASURES (again).
APR 8TH……………..THE VIP FIREARMS EVENT.
APR 15TH……………OUTDOORS EQUIPMENT AUCTION.
APR 29TH……………BADJEROS FARM SALE.

That line-up should keep us out of trouble, haha.
Happy Holidays from Dennis & Lyn.

If you’d like to be a seller or buyer in one of our Auctions feel free to contact us anytime.
WWW.KIDDFAMILYAUCTIONS.COM

Dennis@KiddFamilyAuctions.com 519-938-7499
or

Lyn@KiddFamilyAuctions.com 519-938-1315.

Hrassnig, Stephanie Lee (Crawley)
November 20, 1981 - December 14, 2020

God saw you getting tired when a cure was not 
to be
So He wrapped His arms around you,
And whispered “Come unto me”
You didn’t deserve what you went through,
And so He gave you rest.
God’s garden must be beautiful, He only takes 
the best.
So when I saw you sleeping, So peaceful and 
free from pain,
I could not wish you to come back to suffer that 
all again.
You are in our hearts forever
Lovingly remembered by her mother and father 
Margaret and Murray Crawley. Lovingly remem-
bered by her two sons Baron and Xavier Hrass-
nig and partner Mark Hrassnig  Lovingly remem-
bered by her sisters Karrie Angus (Jack), Coleen 
and Meghan Dean (Brad). Stephanie will also be 
missed by her nephews and nieces as well as 
numerous extended family and dear friends.Please Recycle This Ne�paper

Call KAREN NEMET
647-285-8711

or karen@lpcmedia.ca

Advertise with
us today!

SUPPORT YOUR COMMUNITY
THIS HOLIDAY SEASON...

Shop Local!

Schomberg
Should Know

By Wendy-Sue Bishop
905-590-0054

wsue52@hotmail.com

Schomberg Blood Clinic

Make saving a life your greatest gift!  
This Blood Donor Clinic is at the Trisan 
Centre, 24 Dillane Drive, Schomberg on 
Wednesday, Dec. 29 from 3:30 to 7:30 p.m. 
Book your appointment at blood.ca or 
on the Give Blood App and please keep 
your appointment to help save lives.

Schomberg United Church
By Nancy Hopkinson

 
Schomberg United Church has been 

open for a few months, but because the 
COVID counts are rapidly rising, a de-
cision was made that last Sunday’s ser-
vice would be online. Rev. Evelyn Mc-
Lachlan conducted a Zoom service. We 
had power point so that we could sing 
along while Dennis played the various 
carols.

We expect that for the next while, we 
will either have Zoom services or vid-
eos sent out.

Last Saturday we held our Nativi-
ty and Santa Drive-Thru. The greeter 
(Earle Laycock) let people know that 
they should take their time as they 
went from station to station. Everyone 
enjoyed talking with Santa and the chil-
dren received a lovely stuffie from him.

The carolers, Kara Winter and her 
daughter Davina, sang a Christmas car-
ol for each car. The Nativity scene had 
Joseph (Joseph Kolb) and Mary (Au-
brey Winter). Nearby was Phil the don-
key being cared for by shepherd Ryan 
Laverty. Rev. Evelyn McLachlan offered 
a blessing to each group and gave each 
group a surprise bag of  goodies.

We are thankful to organizer An-
drew Winter, for the participants, for 
the helpers with set-up, for those who 
donated to the bag of  goodies and to 
those who donated money to the church 
at the Drive-Thru.

I was at the end, and asked each group 
what part they enjoyed the most. It was 
a cold night with snow on the ground, 
but with all the Christmas lights, the 
carollers’ singing, the video projected 
on the wall of  the church, everyone had 
a great time.

The Joyful Spirits sang carols out-
side at several homes in Nobleton on 
Tuesday, Dec. 14 and outside Kitchen 
Breedon Manor, a condo building on 
Church St. in Schomberg and a nearby 
farmhouse on Friday, Dec. 17. It was fun 
for everyone.

Tuesday, Dec. 21, from 4 to 8 p.m. Rev. 
Evelyn was at Nobleton United for those 
who wanted to come to a quiet place to 
listen to soft music and light a candle 
or talk about their sadness. Somehow 
sharing one’s grief  helps. If  you would 
like someone to talk to during these dif-
ficult times, please call the church, 905-
859-3976, and leave a message for Rev. 
Evelyn to call you. 

The Christmas Eve Service, Friday, 
Dec. 24 at 7:30 p.m. will be held on Zoom. 
This is a musical service with lots of  fa-
miliar carols and a children’s story too, 
so be sure to have your children be near 
the computer!

On Sunday, Dec. 26 at 10:30 am, the St. 
Mary Magdalene Anglican congrega-
tion in Schomberg invited Schomberg 
and Nobleton United Churches to at-
tend. At the time of  writing, we are not 
sure whether this will switch to a Zoom 
service.

On Sunday, Jan. 2  at 9:30 a.m. on 
Zoom, the worship will be Lessons and 

Carols. Rev. Evelyn invites us to wear 
our “nice” or “ugly” Christmas sweat-
er, socks, hat!

If  you are not on our regular email 
list, let me know if  you would like to 
have the Zoom links. Everyone is wel-
come to attend.

We continue to have a Zoom Coffee 
hour on Thursday mornings from 10 
to 11 a.m. Let me know if  you want to 
be included in the email blast or want 
to join via phone. Our chat topics are 
wide-ranging.

My contact info is 905-859-0761 or 
nancy@hopkinson.ca.

Horticultural Society

The Schomberg Horticultural Soci-
ety has created a Christmas display at 
the Centennial Gardens at the “Gates 
of  Schomberg.” The Society’s inten-
tion is to bring joy to the community in 
these uncertain times. They hope you 
see their  wonderful Christmas display 
with trendy gnomes and a lush Christ-
mas tree adorned with Cardinals,red 
berries and  bright solar lights. This is 
a great place for a Christmas Selfie!

The Society wishes the whole com-
munity all the best for the upcoming 
festive season.
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Who Does What
In Our Community...

CONTRACTORS HOME IMPROVEMENT

DANIEL’S ELECTRICAL INSTALLATION
Electrical Lights • Chandeliers

Ceiling Fans • Tracklights • Repairs
Cable Light • Clean Chandeliers, Etc.

Cell: 416-456-5336  |  dagwtw5@gmail.com

Established 2001

Renovations
Additions
Finish Basements
Interior Demolition 
Junk Removal

www.greatridgecontracting.ca Tenant/Property Clean-Out 
mscioli@greatridgecontracting.ca                     (437) 234-5521(437) 234-5521

www.greatridgecontracting.ca • mscioli@greatridgecontracting.ca

Renovations
Additions
Finish Basements
Interior Demolition
Junk Removal
Tenant/Property 
Clean-Out

ELECTRICAL

WE FIX SKYLIGHTS!

www.brightskylights.ca

Call Joe at any time
416-705-8635 

BRIGHT
SKYLIGHTS

INC.

• Skylights replaced?
• No mess in your home
• Leak-proof -
   Guaranteed!
• Licensed & Insured
• 10 year Guarantee

HOME CARE
Caregiving • Home Care • Palliative Care

• Private Concierge Services •
• Nursing Assessment & 
Education
• Care Planning & 
Management
 • Discharge Support & 
Assistance
 • In-home Rehabilitation 
Services
 • Pre & Post General Surgery 
Care
 • Diabetes Management, 
Assistance & Education
 • Alzheimer’s & Dementia 
Care Assistance

 •Palliative Care Assistance
 • Medication Administration, 
Reminders & Oversight
 • Meal Planning & 
Preparation
 • Bathing & Personal Care
•  Escorting Clients to 
Appointments
 • Light Housekeeping
 • 24-hour & Live-in Care 
Options
• Free Assessment by a 
Registered Nurse

Cell: 416-949-8563 
Office 416-606-3112

www.TNcare.ca
Email: info@tncare.ca

2 Marconi Court, Unit 1, Bolton

HEATING/AIR CONDITIONING
PROPANE AND APPLIANCE SALES

866-952-0146

RESIDENTIAL • COMMERCIAL • INDUSTRIAL
INSTALLATIONS   SERVICE   DELIVERY

CARLINg PROPANE INC.
Toll Free 1-866-952-0146   www.carlingpropane.ca

Please recycle this newspaper ADVERTISING LOCALLY
WORKS!

Please recycle this newspaperPlease recycle this newspaper

Nobleton Notes
By Angie Maccarone

St. Paul’s Church
By Linda Blydorp

We will worship together on Christ-
mas Eve at 7 p.m. There may still be 
room for you, so please call 905-859-0843 
as soon as you read this. Leave a mes-
sage with your name and the number in 
your party, and we will get back to you 
with regard to seating availability. 

On Christmas Day, we have prepared 
a family experience for all ages for you 
to watch at your convenience on our 
Youtube channel.

We welcome you to join us in person 
for worship this Sunday.  Masks still 
must be worn and households are to be 
kept two metres apart from each other.

Our Pastor, Jeff  Loach, will be lead-
ing our worship this week. Jeff  has 
entitled his message, “Where Effective 
Ministry Leads.” Our live-streamed 
broadcasts are available directly on 
stpaulsnobleton.ca or on our YouTube 
channel each Sunday at 10 a.m. You can 
watch previous services or messages 
anytime, also on our YouTube channel 
(youtube.com/stpaulschurchnobleton).

St. Paul’s will be coordinating with 
the King Township Food Bank in the 
distribution of  “St. Paul’s Love Bags.” 
These bags will include items that are 
seldom donated and are in high demand 
for those less fortunate. If  you would 
like to help by contributing to this mis-
sion, please check www.stpaulsnoble-
ton.ca to find a list of  items needed.

Neighbourhood Watch

We are setting up a Neighbourhood 
Watch in various areas of  Nobleton 
and surrounding area. If  you are inter-
ested please send an email to: amacca-
rone999@gmail.com. 

St. Mary’s Church

Please note, the Vigil Mass at St. 
Mary’s Mission on Dec. 24, Christmas 
Eve – The Solemnity of  the Nativity of  
The Lord will be celebrated at 5 p.m. 
and not 11 a.m.

We continue to welcome our parish-
ioners back to St. Patrick’s and St. 
Mary’s Church for our regular Holy 
Mass Schedule. 

For those unable to attend the Holy 

Mass in person, please join us online 
every Sunday for the livestreamed cel-
ebration of  the Sunday Holy Mass at 
9:30 a.m. from St. Patrick’s Church, 
Schomberg. 

Visit us on our Facebook page to join 
us virtually for the celebration of  the 
Sunday liturgy. 

Browse our websites: 
St. Patrick’s Parish: https://stpat-

rickssc.archtoronto.org/  
St. Mary’s Mission: https://stmarys-

no.archtoronto.org/
If  there is anything we can do to sup-

port you, please call the parish office on 
905-859-5522 or email us at: stpatandst-
marysc@archtoronto.org

We will be checking emails and 
phone messages periodically as the par-
ish office will remain by appointment 
only until further notice.

You may continue to request Mass In-
tentions, Roses for Our Lady of  Guada-
lupe devotion, as well as weekly Sanctu-
ary Light Offering and intentions. You 
may contact the parish office with your 
request. 

Please note, the Sacrament of  Con-
fession is available at St. Mary’s Church 
on Saturdays after 4 p.m. by appoint-
ment. Please call the parish office.

Nobleton Tennis Club

Nobleton Tennis Club Annual Gener-
al Meeting will be held by zoom on Jan. 
12, 2022, 7 p.m. All members are encour-
aged to participate, come and get in-
volved. Exciting things are happening 
for 2022, come out and learn what’s new, 
we value your input. Contact info@no-
bletontennisclub.com for the zoom link 
or contact any of  your club executive.

Nobleton United Church
By Nancy Hopkinson

Schomberg United Church has been 
open for a few months, but because the 
COVID counts are rapidly rising, a de-
cision was made that last Sunday’s ser-
vice would be online. Rev. Evelyn Mc-
Lachlan conducted a Zoom service. We 
had power point so that we could sing 
along while Dennis played the various 
carols.

We expect that for the next while, we 
will either have Zoom services or vid-
eos sent out.

Last Saturday we held our Nativi-
ty and Santa Drive-Thru. The greeter 
(Earle Laycock) let people know that 
they should take their time as they 

went from station to station. Every-
one enjoyed talking with Santa and 
the children received a lovely stuffie 
from him. The carolers, Kara Win-
ter and her daughter Davina, sang a 
Christmas carol for each car. The Na-
tivity scene had Joseph (Joseph Kolb) 
and Mary (Aubrey Winter). Nearby 
was Phil the donkey being cared for 
by shepherd Ryan Laverty. Rev. Evelyn 
McLachlan offered a blessing to each 
group and gave each group a surprise 
bag of  goodies.

We are thankful to organizer An-
drew Winter, for the participants, for 
the helpers with set-up, for those who 
donated to the bag of  goodies and to 
those who donated money to the church 
at the Drive-Thru. I was at the end, and 
asked each group what part they en-
joyed the most. Answers varied: “Ev-
erything, getting the stuffie, Santa, Phil 
the donkey, the Nativity scene.”

It was a cold night with snow on the 
ground, but with all the Christmas 
lights, the carollers’ singing, the video 
projected on the wall of  the church, ev-
eryone had a great time.

The Joyful Spirits sang carols out-
side at several homes in Nobleton on 
Tuesday, Dec. 14 and outside Kitchen 
Breedon Manor, a condo building on 
Church St. in Schomberg and a nearby 
farmhouse on Friday, Dec. 17. It was fun 
for everyone.

Tuesday, Dec. 21, from 4 to 8 p.m. Rev. 
Evelyn was at Nobleton United for those 
who wanted to come to a quiet place to 
listen to soft music and light a candle 
or talk about their sadness. Somehow 
sharing one’s grief  helps. If  you would 
like someone to talk to during these dif-
ficult times, please call the church, 905-
859-3976, and leave a message for Rev. 
Evelyn to call you. 

The Christmas Eve Service, Friday, 
Dec. 24 at 7:30 p.m. will be held on Zoom. 
This is a musical service with lots of  fa-
miliar carols and a children’s story too, 
so be sure to have your children be near 
the computer!

On Sunday, Dec. 26 at 10:30 a.m., the 
St. Mary Magdalene Anglican congre-
gation in Schomberg invited Schomberg 
and Nobleton United Churches to at-
tend. At the time of  writing, we are not 
sure whether this will switch to a Zoom 
service.

On Sunday, Jan. 2 at 9:30 a.m. on 
Zoom, the worship will be Lessons and 
Carols. Rev. Evelyn invites us to wear 
our “nice” or “ugly” Christmas sweat-
er, socks, hat!

If  you are not on our regular email 
list, let me know if  you would like to 
have the Zoom links. Everyone is wel-
come to attend.

We continue to have a Zoom Cof-
fee hour on Thursday mornings fro 10 
to 11 a.m. Let me know if  you want to 
be included in the email blast or want 
to join via phone. Our chat topics are 
wide-ranging.

My contact info is 905-859-0761 or 
nancy@hopkinson.ca.

Nobleton Lions

Your Nobleton Lions Club is up 
and running for another year. In a few 
months, we will mark 60 years of  ser-
vice to the community.  

The Lions wish to thank the commu-
nity for a very strong showing of  sup-
port for the 2 recent projects. First was 
the Reverse Advent Calendar project, 
which saw food donations collected by 
3 area Lions Clubs and amounting to 
approximately $10,000 forwarded to the 
King Township Food-bank. Your gener-
osity will help make Christmas bright-
er for some of  those in need. Thank you!

The second project was the Noble-
ton Lions online auction, which raised 
$2,000. These funds will be put to good 
use, going right back to Nobleton area 
groups. Many thanks to donors and 
purchasers for helping us to raise funds 
in these trying times.

Calling all knitters and crocheters! 
The Club has become aware of  a need 
for cozy, homemade slippers at vari-
ous Ronald McDonald Houses. It seems 
that people sometimes find themselves 
needing to stay in close proximity to 
hospitals when their children require 
hospitalization on an unexpected basis. 
Ronald McDonald Houses provide what 
they can, and here is a chance for us 
to help them. If  you have the time and 
wool, patterns are apparently available 
on the internet, for slippers of  any size 
or colour. The Nobleton Lions will col-
lect them and forward them to various 
RMHs in south central Ontario. For fol-
lowup details please contact  Rick Ev-
ans at 1-905-806-9988.

Do you know a student who has skills 
in maintaining social media account 
websites such as Twitter, Facebook 
and possibly Instagram? The Club is 
looking for volunteers, and will certi-
fy the time spent, to help fulfill the re-
quirements for volunteer hours. Con-
tact Lion Rick as above, or Lion Ek at 
ek.heidebrecht@gmail.com
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Who Does What
In Our Community...

TREE SERVICES

519-878-4761

FREE QUOTE

www.godontreecare.com
godontreecare@gmail.com

Tree Removal
Stump Grinding
Tree, shrub, 
and hedge pruning
Full clean up 
and disposal
Fully Insured
Free Wood and 
Free Wood chips 

GUARANTE
ED

FINANCING
AVAILABLE

ROOFING
& General Contracting

www.guaranteedroofing.ca
FOR ALL YOUR ROOFING NEEDS

905-713-6837

CALL FOR: FREE ESTIMATES 
FREE ROOF INSPECTIONS

NEW OFFICE & SHOWROOM
3655 Lloydtown-Aurora Rd., Kettleby

PLUMBING

Residential & Commercial
Locally Owned & Operated. 
Licensed, Insured & Bonded

• Complete Bathroom Renovations

• Plumbing Rough-Ins • Pumps

• Flooring • Toilets & Faucets

• Service & Repairs

• UV Lights & Filters

• Sewer Cameras & Drain Cleaning

• Hot Water Tanks, Pressure Tanks, 
Water Softeners

www.theplumbingguy.ca
NO JOB TOO BIG OR SMALL
GUARANTEED BEST PRICE!

647-228-1999
1-866-652-1999

24HR EMERGENCY RESPONSE

LANDSCAPE 
/ GARDEN

PAINTING

PLUMBING

DALTON’S PAINTING
 • Interior & Exterior Painting
   FREE ESTIMATES

905-773-5811

Licensed & Insured Plumbing 
& HVAC Technicians

We use the latest technologies for 
installation and repair

Ask about our senior’s discount
SHOWROOM: 48 CENTENNIAL ROAD, ORANGEVILLE

1-800-659-1879
   www.theplumbingexpert.ca

ONE STOP SHOP FOR:
Plumbing • Heating • Cooling 

Water Filtration & Drains
EMERGENCY SERVICE • VIRTUAL ASSESSMENTS  

“Let our family keep your family comfortable!”

The Service Directory 
will get results for your 

business...
place your ad today!

GERALD 
LADEROUTE

LAND CLEARING 
LIMITED

• REMOVAL OF
TREES, BUILDINGS,

OLD EQUIPMENT, ETC.
• BOBCAT SERVICE 

AVAILABLE
• WE CLEAR BUILDING 

LOTS, FENCE LINES, ETC.

416.996. 5998

To advertise contact
Karen: karen@lpcmedia.ca
or Zach: zach@lpcmedia.ca

King’s Corners
King City United
By Sheryl Sinka

Hope, Joy, Peace and Love. They 
come in many forms and this week we 
celebrate the arrival of  all of  these in 
the birth of  a child. In a child born to 
humble beginnings and humble par-
ents, Jesus brought hope, encouraging 
us to seek justice and embody generosi-
ty and kindness and to do this for all of  
humankind.

“Joy to the world, the Lord is come!”
After careful consideration and in 

response to rising positive COVID 19 
cases, we have decided to restrict our 
in-person worship on Christmas Eve. 
We hope you will join with us through 
the online worship at 7 p.m. which will 
be live streamed through our YouTube 
Channel - YorkUnitedMinistries.  We 
will provide all the details on our web-
site at kcuc.net.  If  we experience any 
problems with the live stream we apolo-
gize in advance and the worship will be 
uploaded as soon as possible.

Thank you to all of  those who sup-
ported the drive for the King Township 
Food Bank and Christmas in King Pro-
gram. We raised more than $1,400 to 
help out those invaluable organizations 
who support so many in our communi-
ty.

There will be no worship on Sunday, 
Dec. 26 and we will resume on Sunday, 
January 2.

Have a wonderful and safe Christ-
mas everyone, from King City United 
Church.

King Bible Church

We will also be streaming the service 
online at 10:30 a.m. on Facebook and 
You Tube. 

Please visit our website to register 
for our services (we require everyone 
to pre-register for the service) at www.
kingbiblechurch.com 

Pastor Mark will be continuing our 
sermon series Witness of  a New Era 
– the Book of  Acts.  

We invite you to join us for our tra-
ditional Christmas Eve service on De-
cember 24 at 6:30 p.m.  It will be online. 
Please register ahead of  time on our 
website if  you will be joining us in-per-
son.

Please visit our website for links 
and further information.  www.kingbi-

blechurch.com
We also have virtual Bible studies 

over Zoom.  Further information is on 
our website under “Small Groups.”

If  you have any questions please 
email Lisa Lethangue at lisa@kingbi-
blechurch.com.

Garden Club’s
Gift Certificates

This season the Nobleton/King City 
Garden Club is offering 2022 Mem-
bership Gift Certificates as stocking 
stuffers! Each certificate entitles the re-
cipient to learn from a series of  7 speak-
ers about a wide range of  gardening 
topics -  a perfect way to meet new folks 
(ZOOM or in person) and get outside! 
There are also flower shows, a plant 
sale, discounts and member events. 
Email us at nkcgardenclub@gmail.com 
for more information.   Shop local! Mer-
ry Christmas!

St. Andrew’s
By Kathy Patterson

St. Andrew’s welcomes you to join 
us ONLINE this Christmas Eve for our 
Candlelight Christmas Eve Service at 7 
p.m. Due to the pandemic situation at 
present, all in-person church use events 
and services were cancelled until fur-
ther notice, except for the King Town-
ship Food Bank’s Distribution once 
monthly. If  you need more information 
contact ktfb.ca 

Our worship Service is at 10:30 a.m. 
online on our website: standrews-king-
city.ca

Last Sunday, the fourth Sunday of  
Advent, Alison Agnew spoke to us 
about the love of  God for us ending 
with the familiar verse from John 3:16 
“For God so loved the world, that He 
gave His only begotten Son ...”  Our best 
gift ever!

Philippians 4:6,7 says, “Do not be 
anxious about anything, but in every 
situation, by prayer and petition, with 
thanksgiving, present your requests to 
God. And the peace of  God, which tran-
scends all understanding, will guard 
your hearts and your minds in Christ 
Jesus.” We are happy to pray with you 
or for you, in confidence.

St. Andrew’s is taking part in the 
Christmas in King Light Tour fundrais-
er again this year! Coming soon, an en-
hanced Christmas Story mural on our 
outside south wall of  the church, by 
Lynn Vissers and her youthful, creative 

friends!
Pastor Niyazi or Irada Bilgen of  

the Greater Grace Fellowship may be 
reached at 416-878-8499 regarding their 
Sunday Bible Study. Please check re 
their change of  time to the afternoon.

For pastoral care please call Lynn 
Vissers: 416-998-4652, or our new Inter-
im Moderator, the Rev. Jonathan Den-
nis: 1-905-724 -1979.

If  there are questions re St. Andrew’s 
in person or virtual services, please 
contact us. 

All Saints Anglican Church
By Patrick Gossage

Joyful Christmas Worship at All 
Saints – We invite you to our Dec. 24 
Christmas eve service with lots of  sing-
ing starting at 7 p.m. All are welcome 
but please pre-register by calling 905-
833-5432. Our Christmas day service 
will be via Zoom at 10:30. Call as above 
to get details. There will be a regular 
Sunday service at 10:30.

On the last Sunday in Advent, Fr. 
Michael spoke from the Gospel text in 
Luke 1: “Then Elizabeth heard Mary’s 
greeting, the child leaped in her womb. 
And Elizabeth was filled with the Holy 
Spirit and exclaimed with a loud cry, 
‘Blessed are you among women, and 
blessed is the fruit of  your womb.’” 

“The meeting between Mary and 
her relative Elizabeth brings togeth-
er the very ordinary and the utterly 
extraordinary. It’s a simple visit, two 
expectant mothers getting together. In 
that ‘Judean town in the hill country,’ 
we imagine Elizabeth bustling around 
a very ordinary kitchen. Maybe Eliza-
beth clutches her swelling belly in joy 
and surprise as she hears Mary’s voice 
and the child ‘leaped in her womb.’

“Elizabeth is ‘filled with the Holy 
Spirit.’ The Holy Spirit is mentioned 
several times in the first chapter. It’s 
like Pentecost takes over the Christmas 
story!

“First, the angel tells Zechariah that 
his son John ‘will be filled with the 
Holy Spirit’ and ‘will turn many of  the 
people of  Israel to the Lord their God’ 
(Lk 1.15-16). Then, the same angel, Ga-
briel, tells Mary that ‘The Holy Spirit 
will come upon you’ (Lk 1:35) and she 
will conceive Jesus. Then, after John is 
born, Zechariah is ‘filled with the Holy 
Spirit and spoke this prophecy’, which 
we know as the Benedictus (Lk 1.67), in 
which Zechariah describes how these 
two boys will respectively be messen-

ger and bringer of  salvation. How is 
this relevant as we approach Christ-
mas? Three things are worth noting.

“The first thing is that God chooses 
ordinary people to work God’s plan. 
God chooses two ordinary women to be 
the mothers, one of  the man who will 
bring knowledge of  salvation, the oth-
er to the man who brings salvation. As 
Mary says, God has ‘looked with favour 
on the lowliness of  his servant.’ (Lk 
1.48).

“The second is that it shows how 
God’s kingdom works by who it choos-
es to work with. We see this clearly in 
Mary’s song of  praise, the Magnificat 
which tells us that God’s love and con-
cern is for the ‘lowly,’ for the poor, for 
those who have no power. Mary’s song 
tells us that God’s heart and care is for 
those on the streets, for those struggling 
to feed their children, for those on re-
serves without decent drinking water. 

“The third thing we can say is that 
the Holy Spirit is not something we 
wait for. Luke tells us that the Holy 
Spirit has already acted. The verbs 
Mary uses in are in the past tense. God 
‘has done great things,’ God has ‘lifted 
the lowly’, God ‘has filled the hungry,’ 
God has ‘helped his servant’ and has 
‘remembered his promises’ (Lk 1.49-55). 
This means Christmas, in a very real 
sense, has already happened.

“The child was born.  He lived, died, 
and rose again. We are saved. The Holy 
Spirit is given to God’s church.

“The miraculous and the ordinary 
are mixed together in Christmas. Here 
in two women touched by God, we see 
something of  the pattern of  our own 
lives. We too have been chosen to ful-
fil God’s purposes and equipped by the 
same Holy Spirit.

“In Mary’s song of  praise, we hear 
our own calling to God’s justice and 
kingdom. In the joy of  these two wom-
en, we see our own freedom as disciples 
and followers of  Mary’s son, our Sav-
iour.”
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What my true love gave to me.
Happy holidays from all of us at Hockley!
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